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SENATE. 


Be it remembered, that on this,the.third -day of November, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one, being the day set apart. by law for thé Piennial aeeting of 
the Legislature, the Senate of the State of Texas-coiivened at 
the capitol of said State, in the City of Austin, when and 
where the following proceedings were had. 

The Hon. John A. Greer, Liewtenant-Governor and ex officio 
President of the Senate, took the chair and called the Senate to 
order. 

Mr. N. C. Raymond was appointed Secretary pro tem., and 
Mr. Thomas Ward, Sergeant-at-Arms, pro tem. 

The roll of senators elect being called by districts, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen appeared and presented their eredentials, and 
being qualified, took their seats. 

From District No. 1, composed of the counties of Red River 
and Bowie—Joseph H. Burks. 

‘rom District No. 8, composed of the counties of Cooke, 
Grayson, Denton, Collin and Dallas—Sam Bogart. 

From District No. 4, composed of the counties of Hopkins, 
Hunt, Kaufman and Van Zandt—Hardin Hart. 

From District No. 5, composed of the counties of Titus and 
Cass—M. D. K. Taylor. l 

From District No. 6, composed of the counties of Navarro, 
Henderson and Limestone—George W. Hill. 

From District No. 7, composed of the counties of Cherokee 
and Anderson—Isaac Parker. 

From District No. 8, composed of the counties of Rusk and 
Smith—Stephen Reaves. 

From District No. 9, composed of the counties of Harrison 
and Upshur— William T. Scott. 
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From District No. 10, composed of the counties of San Åu- 
gustine, Sabine, Newton and Jasper—Z. Wms. Eddy. 

From District No. 11, composed of the counties of Houston, 
Nacogdoches and Angelina—Adolphus Sterne. 

From District No. 12, composed of the counties of Shelby 
and Panola—James Truit. 

From District No. 18, composed of the counties of Polk, 
Liberty, Tyler and Jefferson—James Davis. 

From District No. 14, composed of the counties of Milam, 
Robertson, Leon, Brazos, Williamson and Burleson—James 
Armstrong. 

From District No. 15, composed of the counties of Montgom- 
ery, Walker and Grimes—Jesse Grimes. 

From District No: 16, eordnoked of the counties of Washing- 
ton, Austin and Fort Bend—.Willfam S. Day. 

From District No. 17, composed of the county of Harris— 
Peter W. Gray. ` CE OMO ‘ttags 

From District No. 20, «cetnposéd af ‘thd counties of Fayette, 
Bastrop and Caldwell—Jon W. Dancy. 

From District No. 21, composed of the counties of Travis, 
Hays and Gillespie—Edward Burleson. 

From District No. 28, composed of the counties of Guada- 
lupe, Gonzales, De Witt, Lavaca and Goliad—Thos. H. Duggan. 

From District No. 24, composed of the counties of Cameron 
and Starr—Israel B. Bigelow. 

From District No. 26, composed of the counties of El Paso 
and Presidio—Rufus Doane. | 

The roll of senators being called and a quorum present, on 
motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate proceeded to its organization 
by the election of its officers. 

The nominations for Secretary being in order, Mr. Burleson 
nominated Mr. N. C. Raymond. 

Mr Grimes nominated Mr. W. D. Miller. 

Mr. Dancy nominated Mr. George W. Breeding. 

The ballot being taken, Mr. Raymond received nine votes, 
Mr. Miller ten votes, and Mr. Breeding two votes. 

No one candidate baving received a majority of the whole 
number of votes, the Senate proceeded to a second balloting— 
whereupon Mr. Raymond received ten votes, Mr. Miller ten 
votes, and Mr. Breeding one vote. 

No one candidate having a majority of all the votes, the 
Senate proceeded to a third balloting—whereupon Mr. Ray- 
mond received ten votes, Mr. Miller ten votes, and Mr. Breed- 
ing one vote. 
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No one candidate having yet received a majority of all the 
votes, the Senate proceeded to a fourth balloting—whereupon 
Mr. Raymond received ten votes, and Mr. Miller eleven votes. 

Mr. Miller having received a majority of all the votes, was 
See duly and constitutionally elected Secretary of the 

Senate. 5 

The election of an Assistant Secretary being next in order, 
Mr. Dancy nominated Mr. James F. Johnson, and their being 
no other nomination, 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, Mr. Johnson was declared duly 
and constitutionally elected Assistant Secretary of the Senate. 

The election of Engrossing Clerk being next in order, 

Mr. Taylor nominated Mr. Swan. 

Mr. Armstrong nominated Mr. Goodlett. 

Mr. Bigelow s « Mitchell. 


Mr. Eddy = « Fauntleroy. 
Mr. Burleson G «© Anderson. 
Mr. Truit . ee « Starr. 

Mr. Dancy s “© Wallace. 


Mr. Swan received two votes; Mr. Mitchell six votes; Mr. 
Fauntleroy two votes; Mr. Starr five votes; Mr. Wallace-five 
votes; and Mr. Goodlett one vote. 

Nv one candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 
the Senate proceeded to a second balloting: whereupon, Mr. 
Swan received two votes; Mr. Mitchell four; Mr. Anderson 1; 
Mr. Fauntleroy 2; Mr. Starr 6; Mr. Wallace 5; and Mr. Good- 
lett 1 vote. 

There being no election, the Senate proceeded to a third ballot- 
ing: whereupon the names of Messrs. Swan and Goodlett being 
withdrawn, the vote stood—for Mr. Mitchell six; for Mr. An- 
derson, 2; for Mr. Fauntleroy, 3; for Mr. Starr, 5; and for Mr. 
Wallace, 5. 

[Mr. William M. Williams, Senator from District No. 2, 
composed of the cuunties of Fannin and Lamar, appeared, pre- 
sented his credentials, was qualified, and took his seat.] 

There being no election, the Senate proceeded to a fourth ballot- 
ing, when the vote was as follows: For Mr. Mitchell, 7; for 
Mr. Fauntleroy, 3; for Mr. Starr, T; and for Mr. Wallace, 5. 

There being no election, the Senate proceeded to a fifth bal- 
loting; when it appeared that Mr. Mitchell received 8 votes; 
Mr. Fauntleroy 3; Mr. Starr 7; and Mr. Wallace 4. 

There being still no election, the Senate proceeded to a sixth 
balloting; the name of Mr. Fauntleroy being withdrawn, the 
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result was as follows: Mr. Mitchell received 10 votes; Mr. 
Starr 9; and Mr. Wallace 3. 

There being yetno election, the Senate proceeded to a seventh 
balloting ; when Mr. Mitchell received eleven votes; Mr. Starr 
10, and Mr. Wallace 1. - 

No one candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 
the Senate proceeded to the eighth balloting: whereupon, Mr. 
Mitchell received 11 votes; Mr. Starr 9; and Mr. Wallace 1. 

Mr. Nathan Mitchell having received a majority of all the 
votes, was accordingly declared duly and constitutionally: 
elected. 

The election of Enrolling Clerk being next in order, 

Mr. Day nominated Mr. Clopton. 


“ Grimes “ “ Davis. 

“ Armstrong nominated Mr. Harrell. 
“ Sterne s < Kelly. 
“« Burleson s “ Gra 


The ballot being taken, the vote was as follows: Mr. Clopton 
received 11 votes; Mr. Davis 5; Mr. Harrell 3; Mr. Kelly 1; 
and Mr. Gray 2. 

No one candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 


the Senate proceeded to a second balloting; whereupon, 
Mr. Clopton received 11 votes; 
9 


“ Davis ec 5 
€¢ H arrell ée 1 (43 
s6 Gray $e 4. ae A 


Mr. Lucius C. Clopton, having received a majority of all the 
votes, was declared duly and constitutionally elected Enrolling 
Clerk. 

The election of Sergeant-at-Arms being next in order, 

Mr. Grimes nominated Mr. Plaster. 


« Reaves “o Wells. 

« Williams “ “ Tyravelsted. 

“© Sterne s£ “ Ward. 

“ Burleson “ & Smith and My. Durham. 


Mr. Plaster received 3 votes. 
« Wells cE. 
«o Travelsted “ 38 “ 
“ Ward « 4 © 
cc Smith 73 1 =“ 
Wo one candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 
the Senate proceeded to a second balloting; whereupon, 
Mr. Wells received 14 votes. 
46 Travelsted & 1 ‘a4 
í Ward í 4. 66 
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Mr. Smith received 1 vote. 
Mr. Durham’s nomination being withdrawn. 

Mr. Lewis Wells, having received a majority of all the votes, 
e declared duly and constitutionally elected Sergeant-at- 


mg, 
The election of Door-Keeper being next in order 
Mr. Grimes nominated. Mr. Mangum. 


«& Burks i “ Lawrence. 

* Scott “ « Irwin. 

« Burleson * 4 Harrell. 

“ Duggan “ “ Bott. 

« Dancy  “ “ Stratton and Mr. Stirling. 
Mr. Mangum received 7 votes. 

© Lawrence * 3 s“ 

« Trwin s 5 $í 

(44 Harrell cc 1 « 

oe Bott ae 41 5 <4 


66 Stratton K 4 & ; 
There being no election, the Senate proceeded to a second 
balloting; whereupon, 
Mr. Mangum received 9 votes. 
£ Lawrence “ 1 “ 
ct Irwin se T Lia 
« Harrell UONE: Meds 
k6 Stratton 9 4 (14 
There ae yet no election, the Senate proceeded to a third 


balloting; whereupon, 
Mr. Mangum received 10 votes, 
« Irwin mS 28 Ue, 38 
“ Stratton  “ Dori 


No one candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 
the Senate proceeded to a fourth balloting; whereupon, 
Mr. ‘Mangum received 13 votes. 

74 Irwin oe 9 s 5 
Mr. Mangum having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly and constitutionally elected Door-Keeper. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Secretary and Assistant Sec- 
retary caine forward, and were qualified. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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Tuesday, November 4, 1851. 
The Senate. was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. The following Senators answered to their names : 
Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Day, 
Davis, Dancy, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit and Wil- 


ee present. 
eae officers elect of the Senate came forward and were qual- 


ified. 

The a of yesterday was read and adopted. = 

Mr. Eddy moved that the Senate adopt for its government, 
the Standing Rules of the Senate of 1849, and the Joint Rules 
of the two Houses; carried. 

Mr. Parker moved that a committee be appointed to inform 
the House of Representatives that the Senate is now organized, 
and ready to proceed to business; carried. 

Messrs. Parker, Williams and Taylor were appointed said 
committee. l 

Mr. Burleson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Senate will go into an election for Chap- 
Jain on Wednesday, the 5th inst. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the Secretary of the Senate was | 
instructed to cause a copy of Hartley’s Digest, and the Journals 
of the Senate, to be furnished to each Senator. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
. Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee appointed to inform 
the House that the Senate had organized, and was ready to pro- 
ceed to business—reported that duty performed. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill for the final settlement of the 
public debt of the State of Texas, and to provide for the im- 
provement of its water courses ; read first time. _ 

A committee from the House of Representatives informed 
the Senate that the House had organized, and was ready to pro- 
ceed to business. 

Mr. Dancy moved that a committee be appointed to act with 
alike committee on the part of the House, to inform the Go- 
vernor that the two Houses were organized and ready to re- 
ceive any communication he might wish to make. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Dancy, Duggan and Reaves said 
committee. 

A message was received from the House, through their Chief 
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Clerk, Mr. Ben F. Hill, informing the Senate, that the House 
had elected the pry ya dee ea viz: D. ©. Dickson, Speaker ; 
~ Ben F. Hill, Chief Clerk; James M. Long, Assistant Clerk ; 
R. Q. Mills, Engrossing Clerk; Tro Ward, Enrolling Clerk ; 
Isaac O. Polk, Sergeant-at-Arnis, and John Ferrell, Door-keeper. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until ten 
o’clock to-morrow morning. i 


Wenpyespay, November 5, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—quorum present—the journal of yesterday read 
and adopted. 7 

Mr, ai H. Merriman, senator elect from District No. 
18, composed of the counties of Galveston and Brazoria, pre- 
sented his credentials, took the oath prescribed by the constitu- 
tion, and his seat. 

Mr. James C. Wilson, senator elect from District No. 19, 
composed of the counties of Matagorda, Wharton, Colorado, 
Jackson, Calhoun and Victoria, presented his credentials, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Davis presented the petition of William B. Williamson, 
William Maxey, and John D. Turner, asking remuneration for 
certain slaves alleged to have been lost in the public service.— 
Read, and on motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table._ 

Mr. Bigelow presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Brownsville, in relation to the charter of said city. Read, and, 
on motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to a select committee :— 
Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy and Deane were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee appointed to wait 
upon the Governor, and inform him that the two Houses had 
organized and were ready to receive any communication he 
might wish to make, reported duty performed; and that the 
Governor would send in his message to the Legislature on Fri- 
day the 7th instant, at 11 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the Senate adjourned mantil 2 o’clock- 
p. m. j 
l 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The President announced the following Standing Committees: 

Committee on the Judiciary—Messrs. Gray, Merriman, Bige- 
low, Reaves and Armstrong. 
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On Finance—Messrs. Grimes, Wilson, Scott, Gray, and Davis. 
p On the Militia—Messrs. Burleson, Hill, Davis, Kinney and 
ogart. 
On Public Lands—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Doane, Day 


~ and Hart. ‘ 


On State Affairs,—Messrs. Davis, Merriman, Meusebach, 
Dancy and Wilson. 7 

On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Dancy, Bigelow, Bogart, Wil- 
liaws and Duggan. 

On Education—Messrs. Wilson, Eddy, Meusebach, Reaves 
and Sterne. 

On the Penitentiary—Messts. Sterne, Burks, Parker, Truit 
and Taylor. 

On Internal Improvements—Messrs. Williams, Kinney, Ed- 
dy, Reaves and Gray. 

On Privileges and Hlections—Messrs. Scott, Burleson, Doane, 
Hart and Grimes. 

On Counties and County Boundaries—Messs. Bogart, Day, 
Burleson, Bigelow and Armstrong. - 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Taylor, Burks, Day, 
Sterne and Hill. 

On Roads, Bridges and Ferries—Messrs. Truit, Burks, Dug- 
gan, Hart and Parker. 

On Claims and Aecounts—Messrs. Parker, Dancy, Doane, 
Kinney and Hil. 

On Printing and Contingent Eepenses—Messrs. Eddy, Day, 
Grimes, Truit and Taylor. 

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Reaves, Scott and Kinney. 

On Enrolled Béills—Messrs. Duggan, Williams and Sterne. 

Messrs. Hill and Eddy were appointed a committee on part of 
the Senate, to act in conjunction with a like committee on the 
part of the House, to make an examination of the books, ac- 
counts and vouchers in the offices of the Treasurer and Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts. 

Mr. Bogart moved that a committee on Apportionment be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, to consist of one member 
from each Judicial District of the State, to act with alike com- 
mittee on the part of the House; carried. 

Mr. Sterne moved to re-consider the vote which carried the 
above motion ; lost. ` 

Mr. Armstrong moved that a committee on the Publie Debt 
be appointed ; earried. 

Messrs. Hill, Davis, Grimes, Taylor and Merriman were ap- 
pointed said committee. 
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Mr. Day offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the senate at its present session, employ a 
competent Reporter to report its proceedings, and that an elec- 
tion be had on Thursday, the 6th November, for the selection 
of said Reporter. 

Mr. Reaves introduced a bill to repeal the third Section ofan 
act regulating estrays, approved February 8, 1850, and to pre- 
scribe the manner of advertising estrays; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolution relative to the election of Chaplain read, and 
adopted by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Burleson, Davis, Dancy, Duggan, 
Gray, Hart, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Williams and 
Wilson—i4. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Day, Doane, Ed- 
dy, Grimes, Hill, Merriman and Truit—10, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until ten 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Turrspar, November 6, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—roll called—quorum present—The journal of 
yesterday was read and adopted. 


PETITIONS, 


Mr. Sterne presented the petition of W. S. Musick, of Eli 
AE. Thomason, of Solomon Albright, and of the heirs of Joseph 
Rutherford, deceased; which, on motion of Mr. Sterne, were 
severally referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Gray presented the petition of Peter J. Duncan, and of 
Gilbert Brooks; which, on motion of Mr. Gray, were referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of John R. Garnet, adm’r 
of Jabez Fitzgerald; which, on motion of Mr. Williams, was 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. : 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of William H. Kennedy, 
of Willian Grooms, of Thomas N. Little, of George Ramsdale, 
of Emanuel Clements, of N. T. Owens, and of the heirs of Wil- 
liam Little; which were, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. Day presented the petition of Humphrey Chappell— 
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Read, and, on motion of Mr. Day, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of Samuel G. Wells; which, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, was referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. Scott presented the petition of James M. Gill and Susan 
T. Gill. Read, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to a se- 
lect committee: Messrs. Scott, Dancy and Taylor were ap- 
pointed said committee. ~ 

Mr. Duggan presented the petition of James M. Day. Read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Duggan, referred to a select committee: 
Messrs. Duggan, Reaves and Burks were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing and Contingent 
Expenses be instructed to make arrangements to pay the post- . 
master out of the contingent fund, for the use of the Senate, the 
postage on any and all newspapers and public documents on. 
which postage is required by law to be paid, which may be 
sent through the post-office by the members of the Senate, du- 
ring the present session. 

Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on printing be authorized to 
contract for fifteen numbers of each issue of the semi-weekly 
State Gazette and South Western American, during the session 
of the Legislature, for the use of each member of the Senate. 

Mr. Sterne introduced a joint resolution for the relief of James 
Pratt Plummer; read first time. 

Mr. Truit introduced a bill to amend the fourth section ofthe 
act regulating attachments; read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to amend the sixty-seventh sec- 
tion of an act to organize Justice's courts, and to define the 
powers and jurisdiction of the same; read first time, 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to allow the county of Cameron 
to levy a special tax; read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Armstrong, Mr. Wilson was added to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution relative to the election of a Reporter was read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Day moved that the Senate go intathe election of a Re- 
porter; carried. 


~ 
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yy gminations being in order, Mr. Day nominated William F. 
eexs. 

There being no other nomination, Mr. Weeks was declared 
duly elected Reporter for the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the vote which adopted the reso- 
lution to elect a Chaplain on yesterday, was reconsidered, 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the resolution was amended, by 
striking out “ Wednesday the 5th inst.” . l 

Mr. Dancy offered the following substitute for the resolution: 

Resolved, That the ministers of the different religious denomi- 
nations, be requested to make arrangements to give us morning 
pravers in the Senate, and that the pay for Chaplain be equally 
divided amongst those ministers who may perform the service. 

Which was rejected by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs, Armstrong, Dancy, Gray Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Merriman, Parker, Sterne and Williams.-—10 

Nays—wMessrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Davis, 
Day, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and 
Wilson.—14. l 

The resolution as amended was then adopted by the follow- 
ing vote: - 

EAS.—Messre. Bogart, Burleson, Daney, Davis, Duggan, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Williams and Wilson.—12. 

Nays.—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Day, Doane, 
Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman and Truit.—12 

There béing a tie, the President voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. Burleson moved that the Senate proceed tothe election 
ef a Chaplain —Carried. 

Nominations being in order, Mr. Burleson nominated the 
Rey, Wm. A. Smith. Mr. Sterne nominated the Rey. A. J. 
MeGown, Mr. Dancy nominated the Rev. J. H. Ainsworth. 
Mr. Day nominated the Rev. Thomas Wooldridge. Mr. Mer- 
rinan nominated the Rev. Edward Fontaine, and Mr. Davis 
numinated the Rev. G. G. Baggerly. 

The ballot being taken, it appeared that Mr. Smith received 
nine votes, Mr. McGown five votes, Mr. Ainsworth one vote, 
Mr. Wooldridge one vote, Mr. Fontaine four votes and Mr. Bag- 
verly three votes. Mr. Day withdrew the name of Mr. Wool- 
dridge. 

There being no election, the Senate proceeded to a second bal- 
lotting; when Mr. Smith received ten votes, Mr. McGown five, 
Mr. Ainsworth two, Mr. Fontaine four, and Mr. Baggerly three. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. 
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3 OCLOCK P, M. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Sterne, the vote which carried the motion 
to go into the election of Chaplain, was reconsidered. 

Mr. Bogart moved to reconsider the vote which adopted the 
resolution that the Senate should elect a Chaplain, upon which 
the yeas and nays were as follows: 

“Yuas.—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, 
Davis, Day, Doane, Eddy, Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Reaves, 
Sterne, Taylor, Truit and Williams—17. 

Nays.—Messrs, Burleson, Duggan, Gray, Hart, Parker, 
Scott and Wilson—7. Adopted. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following as a substitute for the origi- 
pal resolution : 

* Resolved, That the pastors of the different religious denom- 
inatiogs residing in the City of Austin be requested to make 
arrangements to give the Senate morning prayers, during the 
present session, and that the pay for Chaplain be equally divi- 
ded amongst those ministers who may perform the services.” 
Adopted. 

r. Wilson moved to lay the resolution on the table until 
the 4th July next; lost by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Eddy, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Reaves, Truit and Wilson—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Burleson, Dancy, Davis, Day, Doane, 
Duggan, Gray, Merriman, Parker, Scott, Sterne and Taylor~-13. 
Mr. Parker moved to lay the resolution on the table ; lost. 

The resolution was then adopted by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Burleson, Dancy, Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Gray, Merriman, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and 
Williams—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Day, Eddy, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Reaves, Truit and Wilson—11. 

A bill for the final settlement of the publie debt of the 
State of Texas, and to provide for the improvement of its water 
courses; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill was amended by striking 
out the seven first sections. 

Mr. Davis moved to amend the 8th section by striking out 
the words, ‘ and be it further enacted,” and inserting, “ be it 
enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas”; carried. ` 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the caption was amended so as to 
read, : a bill for the improvement of the navigable streams of 
Texas. 
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On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill was referred to the cominit- 
tee on. Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill providing for the payment of the 
public debt of the late Republic of Texas ; read first time. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill requiring the holders of the lia- 
bilities of the Republic of Texas, for which the revenues of the 
said Republic were specially pledged, to file releases with the 
Government of the United States; read first time. 

Mer, Scott introduced a bill to provide for the apportionment 
of the old debt of Iarrison county, amongst the counties of 
Harrison, Upshur and Panola;. read first time. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the J udiciary inquire into 
the necessity of revising and correcting the civil and criminal 
statute laws of the State, and providing a special code of laws 
for the summary trial and punishment of slaves and free ne- 
groes, for offences committed by them. 

A bill to repeal the third section of an act regulating estrays, 
approved February 8, 1850, and to prescribe the manner of 
advertising estrays; read second time, and on motion of Mr. 
Williams, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr, Burleson, the Senate adjourned until ten 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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. Fray, November 7, 1851. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjoummment—roll called—quorum present—the journal of yes- 
terday read and adopteds 

Mr. John O. Meusebach, Senator elect from District No. 22, 
composed of the ‘counties of Bexar, Medina and Comal, pre- 
sented his credentials, was qualified, and took his seat, 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. Scott presented the petitions of Sabina Draper and hus- 
band, of Sophia Sanders and of Francis Ramsdale; which were, . 
on motion of Mr, Scott, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Sterne presented the petitions of R. Crawford, of John 
H. Hyde, of W. W. Hanks, of William Gunn, of Mrs, George 
S. Hyde, and of Richard Parmalee, assignee of Cecilio Fernan- 
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dez, and Baltazar Orset. Referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of Martha Hobbs. Re- 
. ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of William Grinder. Re- 
ferred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Truit presented the petitions of Jackson G. Walker and 
of Nancy A. Roberts, formerly Nancy A. Murray. Referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Merriman presented the petition of Thomas P. Crosby. 
Referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Merriman also presented the petition of Norman Hurd, 
asking for pay as purser in the Texas Navy. Referred to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A committee from the House invited the Senate to meet the 
House in the Representative Hall, at 11 o’clock to-day, for the 
purpose of hearing the Governor’s message read. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, a committee was appointed to inform 
the House, that the Senate accept their invitation, and would 
meet them at 11 o'clock, to hear the message: Messrs. Gray, 
Dancy and Burks were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, Mr. Doane was added to the 
committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Bigelow, chairman of the select committee, to whom was 
reterred the petition of sundry citizens of Brownsville, reported 
a bill to repeal an act incorporating the city of Brownsville; 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to incorporate the Jasper Colle- 
siate Institute, and 
~ A bill to fix the rates of public printing; which were seve- 
rallv read first time. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill for the relief of Ambrose Hill- 
burn. Read first time. À 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Sally Owen. Read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to amend the fourth section of the act regulating at- 
tachments. Read second time, and on motion of Mr. Truit, 
reterred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A. bill for the relief of James Pratt Plummer, Read second 
time, and on motion of Mr, Sterne, referred to the committee 
on. Public Lands. 


A bill to amend the sixty-seyenth section of an act to organize 
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Justices Courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of 
the same. Read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to allow Cameron county to levy a special tax. Read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

A. bill requiring the holders of the liabilities of the late Re- 
public of Texas, for which the revenues of the said Republic 
were specially pledged, to file releases with the Government of 
the United States. On motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table 
until to-morrow. 

A bill providing for the payment of the debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas. On motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table 
until to-morrow, 

A bill to provide for the apportionment of the old debt of 
Harrison county among the counties of Harrison, Upshur and 
Panola. Read second time, and on motion of Mr. Scott, refer 
red to the committee on Finance. 

The resolution of the Senate, instructing the committee on 
Printing to contract for a certain number of the State Gazette 
and South-Western American, was, on motion of Mr. Wilson, 
laid on the table until Monday the 10th instant. 

The resolution of the Senate, instructing the committee on 
Printing and Contingent Expenses tv make arrangements for 
the payment of postage, was read and adopted. 

The resolution of the Senate, instructing the committee on 
the Judiciary to enquire into the necessity of revising and cor- 
recting the civil and criminal statute laws of the State, &e., was 
read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, transmitting the 
fulluwing communication : 

` EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Axrsriy, November 7, 1851, } 
To the Honorable Legislature: 

I regret that severe indisposition, and the unexpected num- 
ber of the accompanying documents, (some of which have not yet 
reached the Department,) will prevent the delivery of my mes-. 
sage to your honorable body, at 11 o’clock, a. m., of this day, as 
announced to your honorable committee on Tnesday last. 

I have therefore the honor to request the indulgence of the 
Honorable Legislature until 11 o’clock, a. m., on Monday the 
10th instant. P. H. BELL. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

B - 
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Saturday, November 8, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—roll @lled—quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Wilson presented the memorial of Samuel G. Powell; 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whon. 
was referred a bill to allow the county of Cameron to levy a 
special tax, reported it baek to the Senate, and recommended 
its passage. 

Mr. Scott, chairman of the select committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of James M. Gill and Susan T. Gill, re- 
ported a bill to change the name of Mary Angeline Middleton, 
to that of Mary Angeline Gill, which was read first time. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate, thet the House had resolved, (with the concurrence of the 
Senate.) that the two Houses will meet in the Representative 
Mall at the hour of 10 o'clock, on this day, for the purpose of 
opening and publishing the returns of electicn tor Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Secretary informed the House, 
that the Senate would meet them at the hour designated for the 
purpose of counting the votes for Governor and Lt. Governor. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the select committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of James M. Day, repurted: That a 
majority of said committee are satisfied from the evidence of 
Dr. Haynie, that said petitioner was severely wounded and per- 
manently disabled in the Spring of 1839, by a party of Cher- 
okee Indians and Mexicans, under the command of Cordova cf 
Nacogdoches, on the morning after Gen. Burleson fought them 
near Seguin, on the Guadalupe river, while a member of Capt. 
Caldwell’s company of Texas Rangers, and while on a spying 
excursion. ; 

It also appears from the testimony of Gen. Burleson, that pe- 
_titioner was a good and faithful soldier, at all times ready and 

willing to respond to the calls of his country, and to participate 
in its battles; that he is permanently disabled, ete. In consid- 
eration of these facts, the majority of said committee report the 
accompanying bill for his relief, and cheerfully recommend its 
passage : 

A bill for the relief of James M. Day; read first time. 

The following communication was received and read : 
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To the Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
‘President of the Senate: 

Sm: Permit me through you to express my thanks to the 
Honorable Senate, for my election as their Reporter. Under 
other cireumstances it would have given me much pleasure to 
serve them in that capacity. . But as I had not anticipated that 
the Senate would have a Reporter at this session, I had pre- 
viously intimated to several friends among the members, that I 
would be again a candidate for the same office in the House of 

Representatives. Finding upon consultation with those gen- 
tlemen, that they are unwilling to dispense with my services 
there, I feel myself bound to decline the appointment on the 
part of the Senate. 

Tam, your obed’t servant, ete. 
W. F. WEEKS. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the committee on the Judiciary 
was instructed to take under consideration, at their earliest con- 
venience, the ‘propriety of passing some law, by which any 
citizen of this State who conceives himself entitled to’ lands, 
may institute suit in the District Court against the State, and 
report by bill or otherwise. ’ 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to 
purchase a suitable number of comfortable arm chairs, with 
cushions, for the use of the Senate. 

Mr, Scott offered the following resolution : 

“Resolved, That the Judiciary committee, be and they are 
hereby instructed to report a bill granting pay to persons who 
may have slaves executed according to law, in this State, one- 
half the value of such slave or slaves. 

Mr. Truit introduced a bill to secure the right of redemption 
in lands suld under execution; read first time. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to amend the thirteenth section 
of an act to secure, to all actual settlers within the limits ofthe 
colony granted to W. S. Petérs and others, the land to which 
they are entitled as colonists ; read first time. Pad 

Mr. Day introduced a bill regulating fees to be charged in 
criminal cases ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate took a recess of five 
minutes, preparatory to meeting the House for the purpose of 
counting the votes for Governor and Lientenant-Governor. 

Recess expired—the Senate was called to order, and repaired 
to the Representative Hall. c 

Mr. Grimes in the Chair. 
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IN JOINT SESSION, 

The roll of both Houses being called and a quorum present— 
Mr. Dancy was appointed teller on part of the Senate. The two 
Houses then proceeded to count the votes; whereupon the 
Speaker announced that for the office of Governor, P. H. Bell 
received thirteen thousand five hundred and ninety-five (13,- 
595) votes; M. T. Johnson received five thousand two hundred 
and sixty-two (5,262) votes; Juhn A. Greer received four thous- 
and and sixty-one (4,061) votes; B. H. Epperson received two 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-one (2,971) votes; Thomas 
J. Chambers received two thousand three hundred and twenty 

2,320) votes, and there were one hundred, (100) scattering votes. 

For Lieutenant-Governor, James W. Henderson received nine 
thousand six hundred and fifty-nine (9,659) votes; Matthias 
Ward received seven thousand seven hundred and eighteen (Ty 
718) votes; Charles G. Keenan received five thousand seven 
hundred and forty (5,740) votes; James §.-Gillet received two 
thousand six hundred and forty-four (2,644)—and there were 
five hundred and fifty-seven (557) scattering votes. 

P. H. Bell having received the largest number of votes for 
Governor, was declared by the Speaker duly and constitution- 
ally elected Governor of the State, for the term of two years, 
trom the 2ist day of December next, and 

James W. Henderson having received the largest number ot 
votes for Lieutenant-Governor, was declared by the Speaker duly 
and constitutionally elected Lieutenant-Governor of the State, 
for the term of two vears, from and after the 21st December 
next, ensuing. : 

The Senate returned to their Chamber, and, on motion of 
Mr. Bigelow, adjourned until halfpast nme o'clock, Monday 
morning. 


, Moxpay, November 10, 1851, 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—roll called—quorum present—the journal of Sa- 
turday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne presented the petition of Casimiro Garcia: refer- 
red to the committee on the Militia. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of John Bethea and of 
William Cummins, praying for land: referred to the committe 
on Private Land Claims. 


21 


Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to incorporate the town of Jasper: 
read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill better defining the boundaries 
of the county of Cameron: read first time. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to obtain, from 
some competent architect or master builder, a plan of a build- 
ing for a State Capitol, of sufficient dimensions for the accom- 
modation of the two Ilouses of the Legislature, (to be built of 
brick or stone, in a substantial manner, but on as cheap a plan 
as practicable,) with estimates of the cost of such building; and 
that he cause the plan, when obtained, with the estimates of the 
cost, to be laid before the Senate of the present Legislature. 

Mr. Eddy, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Education be requested to 
report to the Senate, at as early a day as practicable, a bill to 
provide for the establishment and maintenance of a general and. 
ea system of free common public schools throughout the 

tate. 

Mr. Gray offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the system of laws now in force, known as 
the “ Probate Laws,” does not suit the habits and genius of the 
the people of Texas; that its details are too complex, producing 
unnecessary delays in practice, and also expenses ruinous to 
small estates, and that it ought to be so modified as to avoid 
these evils; and that the committee on the Judiciary act here- 
on, and report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, Mr. Parker was added to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. ’ 

On motion of Mr. Truit, Mr. Williams was added to the same 
committee. 

On. motion of Mr. Eddyythe Senate proceeded to the election 
of a President pro tem. of the Benate. 

Mr. Eddy nominated Mr. Burleson. 

There being no other nomination, on motion of Mr. Grimes, 
Mr. Burleson was declared unanimously elected President pre 
zempore of the Senate. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The resolution of the Senate, authorizing the committee on 
Printing to contract for a certain number of each issue of the: 
Se State Gazette and South-Western American, &c,, 
was read. 

Mr. Sterne moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
“15,” and inserting #25.” ; 
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Mr. Hill moved a division of the question. 

The motion to strike out was carried. 

Mr. Sterne moved to fill the blank with “twenty-five ;” upon 
which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas—Mesers. Day and Wilson—2. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks. Dancy, 

. e ° x 
Davis, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grinies, Hart, Hill, Mer- 
riman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit 
and Williams—22. Lost. l 

Mr. Parker moved to fill the blank with “10.” 

Mr. Hart moved to amend the amendment, by filling the 
blank with “14” Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the resolution twas amended” by 
striking out “semi-weekly.” 

On motion of Mr, Hart, the resolution was amended by in- 
serting, after the word “issue,” the words, “not to exceed three 
each week.” The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

A bill to repeal an act to incorporate the cy: f Brownsville, 
approved January 24th, 1850: read seeond time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A bill to fix the rates of publie printing: read second time. 


Mr. Day offered the following additional sections as an 
amendment : 


“See. 2. That the public printer to be elected, under this act, 
shall be elected by the joint vote of the two Houses, and his 
election form a part of the organization of the two Houses; and 
said public printer, so elected, shall give bond in the sum of 
&e. 

“See. 3. That all laws and parts of laws conflicting with the 
provisions of this act be, and the same are repealed; and that 
that this act be in force and effect from and after its passage.” 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill together with the amend- 
ment, wasreferted tothe committee on Printing and Contingent 
Expenses. 

A bill forthe relief of Ambrose Hillburn ; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Bogart, referred, with the memorial of Am- 
brose Hillburn, to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Sally Owen, deceased; read 


second time, and: on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. ; ; 
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A. bill to incorporate the Jasper Collegiate Institute; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the com- 
mittee on Education. 

A. bill providing for the payment of the debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas; on motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table. 


A. bill to change the name of Mary Angeline Middleton, to 
that of Mary Augeline Gill; read second time, and ordered to 
be engrossed. l 

A bill to amend the thirteenth section of an act to secure to all 
actual settlers within the limits of Peters’ Colony, the lands to 
which they are entitled; appreved Jannary 21, 1850; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Bogart, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, 

A. bill to secure the right of redemption in lands sold under 
execution; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Sterne, re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill regulating fees in criminal cases; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. l 

À bill for the relief of James M. Day ; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Hill, laid on the table. 


Resolution of the Senate, instructing the Judiciary committee 
to report a bill granting pay te persons who may have slaves 
executed according to law, ete.; was read, and on motion of Mr. 
Grimes, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Resolution of the Senate, authorizing the Secretary of th 
Senate to purchase a suitable number ofcomfortable arm chairs, 
with cushions, for the use of the Senate; read, and on tiotion of 
Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on contingent expenses. 

A message was received from the House, inviting the Senate 
to seats in the Representative Iall, for the purpose of hearing 
the Governor’s message read. 

A bill to allow the county of Cameron to levy a special tax; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary, 


On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate took a recéss of five 
minutes. 

Recess expired, Senate called to order, and repaired to the 
Hall of the House of Representatives for the purpose of hearing 
the Governor’s message read, 

. The message of the Governor was read, and is as follows: 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE or Texas. } 
Austin, November 10, 1851. 
To the Honorable the Senate 


and House of Representatives: 


In the discharge of my official duties, the task again devolves 
upon me of communicating with you as the immediate repre- 
sentatives of our common constituency, and of recommending 
such measures for your action, as in my judgment will best con- 
duce to their interest and welfare. 

I experience much satisfaction in the performance of this 
duty, from the reflection, that coming, as you have done, direct- 
ly trom the midst of the people, you have brought with you a 
knowledge of their views and opinions in reference to many of 
the important subjects which will claim your attention during 
the present session of the Legislature, and with that knowledge, 
you will be able by vour united efforts, to carry ont those views 
in a manner that will be satisfactory to them; and at the same 
time maintain the honor and integrity of the State, and greatly 
advance its present and future prosperity. 

In these efforts, I need not say to you gentlemen, that you 
will receive my hearty co-operation and support; trusting, that 
by the harmonious exercise of a sincere determination on our 
part to do what is right, we shall attain that end; and that the 
result of our labors will be such, as not onlyto meet the appro- 
bation of our own citizens, but command the approval of all 
just men, who may be interested in or affected by it. 

Amongst the many questions of importance which will be 
presented for your deliberation, there will be none, probably, so 
great in magnitude, and which have excited so large a share of 
interest in the publie mind, as those which have grown out of 
the passage, by the general Congress, of what is termed the 
Texas Boundary Bill, and the acceptance of the provisions of 
that act by the people and Legislature of this State. `- 

It is unnecessary at this time torecur to the causes which gave 
rise to that bill, or to advert to the variety of opinions enter- 
tained by our own citizens in regard to the measure of justice 
extended to us by it, or the mode by which that justice was to 
be administered. The bill, doubtless, had its origin in a desire 
to settle, in a manner which would hest reconcile conflicting 
views and interests, a question which had excited much angry 
feeling, and which at one time threatened to disturb the har- 
monious relations which should exist, and which I sincerely 
trust will ever exist, between the States and the people of this 


25. 


Union; and although many of us, admiring as we did the princi- 
ple of Union with perfect equality, may have believed that 
neither the measure of redress, nor the mode of its adjustment 
was such as we had aright to expect, yet the people, falling 
back upon their devotion to our common country, and its 
institutions, chose, rather to make a voluntary sacrifice of 
their own cherished views and preferences upon the altar of 
Peace, than to jeopardize the National Union, which hitherto 
had been the dispenser of so many blessings, in the guaran- 
tees it had afforded, in the security of religion which it had en- 
couraged and protected, and in the maintenance of that law 
and order of which it constituted the basis. It was in this view 
that the propositions offered by the bill were accepted with 4 
unanimity rarely found in political adjustments or in the heal- 
ing of party dissentions. 

This matter having been thus settled with the Federal Go- 
vernment, we have now nothing to do in respect to it, except, 
so to direct onr legislation as to produce the best results to the 
State, which it aifords ; and in that view, it becomes my du- 
ty, first, to call your attention to some of the: features of the 
bill; the attitude in which it places us in reference to the ulti- 
mate settlement of the questions growing out of it; and the 
measures taken by the Exeeutive, since the adjournment of the 
last extraordinary session of the Legislature, to place the mat- 
ter in such a position as would enable you to act efficiently and 
effectually in reference to it; and also, to suggest to you such 
further measures, as, in my judgment, may be necessary for its 
final consummation. 

The first proviso of the 5th article of the 2d section of the 
Boundary bill, declares, that no more than five millions of the 
ten millions of stock, which by the 4th article of that section, 
was to be issued to the State of Texas,in consideration of her 
relinguishment of territory, and her acceptance of the bound- 
aries prescribed by the bill, shall be issued, until the creditors 
of the State, holding bonds and other certificates of stock of 
Texas, for which duties on imports were specially pledged, shall 
first file, at the Treasury Department of the United States, re- 
leases of all claim against the United States, for, or on account 
of said bonds or certificates, in such form as shall be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and approved by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The Republic of Texas having executed her bonds and other 
evidences of debt, in an exceedingly dark and gloomy period of 
her history, it became necessary to issue them for nominal 
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amounts, bearing no sort of proportion to the amounts actually 
received ; and to pledge her resources, arising mainly, at that 
time, from her revenues, for their redemption. These securities, 
generally speaking, were concentrated at very low rates in the 
hands of monied speculators, who had contributed nothing to the 
achievement of her independenee, or to the relief of her actual 
necessities in the administration of the (rovernment at the time 
they were issued. This consideration, well understood and ap- 
preciated, induced an inquiry in respect to the mode of redeem- 
ing these securities } as no one could entertain the opinion for 
a moment, that the Government was under any obligation, 
either in justice or morality, to redeem them by paying the 
amount expressed on their face; and that inquiry resulted in 
the passage of the act of the State Legislature of March 20th, 
1848, “to provide for ascertaining the Debt ot the late Repub- 
lic of Texas,” which act required the Auditor and Comptroller 
of the State to reduce all claims presented for liquidation to 
the actual par value which was realized by the Republic, at the 
time of their issue. The evident meaning and contemplation | 
of that act was, that the holders of the claims should be paid 
in accordance with the amount thus ascertained by the Audi- 
torial Buard, subject ta the revision of the Legislature; and the 
amount so ascertained, were considered as all thyy was actly 
due frum the State, to her several creditors. ‘That the legisla- 
ture had the right to pass this law, there ean be no question; 
and that the individuals holding the bonds or other evidences of 
debt against the late Republic, were bound by it, there can be as 
little. It vecurred to me, therefore, after a careful éxamination 
of the proviso, that difficulties and embarrassments would be 
produced in the settlement of our outstanding liabilities, anless 
the Secretary of the Treasury should give such a construction 
to the law on the subject, as would enable the State-of Texas to 
define, who were the creditors therein referred to, and also to 
ascertain the amount of the liabilities of the State, which this 
reserved five millions of dollars was intended to cover. By the 
phraseulogy of the act, the decision of the cuestien as ta who 
were the creditors of the State, holding elaims for which duties- 
on imports “ were specially pledged,” and the amount of those 
claims was referred directly to the Secretary oy the Treasury of 
the U. States, and as he could have no means of ascertaining 
these facts, except such as were derived from theState, throngh 
her proper officers, I deemed it my duty to dispatch an officer 
to the City of Washington, charged with instructions to ascer-- 
tain What course he intended to pursue in reference to this mat- 
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ter, and also, to make the necessary arrangements relative to 
the receipt of the five millions of stock, which by the terms of 
the bill were to be immediately issued to the State. The officer 
selected for this mission, was James B. Shaw, Esq., the present . 
eficient Comptroller of the State, who understanding the sub- 
ject, probably, better than any other individual in it, was cho- 
sen with reference to his peculiar fitness and capaeity for the 
discharge of its duties. The instructions given to Mr. Shaw, 
and his subsequent correspondence withthe Secretary of the 
Treasury, and final report.of the result of his mission, are here- 
with submitted, marked document A, No. 1 to 3, and to which 
the attention of the Honorable Legislature is most respectfully 
called. 

As the Legislature had made no provision for sending an 
agent to perform this duty, there was no appropriation from 
which the expenses of the mission could be drawn; but view- 
ing the subject as of too much importance to be neglected, the 
Executive aud Comptroller each advanced an equal -amount 
from their private funds, sufficient to cover those expenses; and, 
therefore, it is now respectfully asked that an appropriation be 
made to reimburse them in the sums thus advanced, and also 
to pay Mr. Shaw a reasonable compensation for the additional 
labors imposed upon him. A statement of the amount ad- 
vanced and expended in the performance of this duty is here- 
with submitted, marked document B, No. t 

By adverting to the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
under date of February 12th, 1851, contained in document A, 
it will be perceived that he has decided not to issue to the State, 
under any crreumstances, stock for any portion of the retained. 
five millions of dollars, until al} the creditors holding obliga- 
tions, for the payment of which duties on imports were spe- 
cially pledged, shall have relinquished to the United States 
~ their claims—notwithstanding, it may be ascertained prior 
to such velinquishment, that a very inconsiderable part of that 
five millions will be required to cover those claims; and that 
he has reserved to himself the right of deciding, from data to 
be furnished by the State, the amount of the claims new out- 
stinding, for which duties on imports-were specially-pledged ; 
and, also, the individuals entitled to receive these amounts. 

From the opinion of the acting Attorney-General of the State, 
under date of September 8th, 1850, and herewith submitted, 
marked document C, No: 1, it would seem thatthe payment of a 
very sinall portion of the public debt now outstanding, was se- 
eured by a “special pledge” of import duties—prohably not 
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exceeding six hundred thousand dollars; and yet, according to 

the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury, the whole five 

millions must be retained in the treasury of the United States 

until every individual creditor, owning any part of that six hun- 

dred thousand dollars, however small, shall have filed his relin- 
uishment to the United States, in the Treasury Department at 
Vashington City. 

A decision which would lead to such consequences, cannot be 
in accordance with the spirit and intention of the compact be- 
tween the Federal Government and Texas, although it may be 
within the strict letter of the law; and it has occurred to me, 
that some further action by the General Congress is necessary, 
to place this subject in its proper light; and that it will be proper 
for the State Legislature to indicate, by resolution or otherwise. 
as it may deem best, what that action should be. 

If the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury remains un- 
changed, (and we have no reason to expect a change in it, with- 
out an alteration of the law.) the State may be kept for an 
indetinite, probably an interminable, period out of nearly one 
half of the pecuniary consideration for which she relinquished 
a large portion of her territory; and this result may be pro- 
duced by some obstinate and perverse creditor who, holding an 
amount not sufficient in importance to embarrass his own ope- 
rations, may, by this means, seek to embarrass the interests of 
all others, by withholding a relinquishment of his claim to the 
United States. 

This diticulty may perhaps be obviated in the following man- 
ner: Ifthe General Congress will so modify the act of September 
9th, 1850, as to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue 
stock to the State of Texas, for the whole amount of the retained 
five millions, upon the State, through her proper officers, filing 
at the Treasury Department, a release and full exoneration of 
the Federal Government from all liability, for any portion of 
the public debt of Texas, growing out of the transfer by the act 
of annexation, of the resources arising from “ duties on imports,” 
all difficulty would at once be removed, and the public debt 
could, without further delay, be placed in a train of proper and 
speedy adjustment, through the agency of our own officers; “ by 
whom it must be ultimately settled.” ` 

To such a modification of the law, the Executive eannot per- 
ceive that any well-founded objection could be urged. The ob- 
ligation to pay these debts, rests entirely upon the State; and 
although the ereditors,-at the time they were incurred, may 
have had a view to the supposed and probable resources of the 
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Republic for their þayment, still they did not anticipate that 
those resources were to be applied by any other than the Go- 
vernment with whom the contracts ye made, and with whom 
necessarily remained the right to mOdify or change them, as it 
might deem best. Had the Government, after these contracts 
were made, deemed that the interests of the citizens, or pros- 
perity of the country, required her to reduce her duties on 
imports to a mere nominal amount, or to have taken them off 
altogether and thrown her ports open to the free commerce of 
the world, no one would have questioned, for a moment, her 
right to havé done so; and her creditors would have had no 
just cause to complain of such an act, because they made their 
contract with the full knowledge that such a right existed, and 
would, to some extent at least, be exercised. Indeed, it was 
exercised every year, in the various modifications of the tariff 
laws of the late Republic; and in 1842, upon the adoption of 
what was known as the exchequer system, they underwent an 
almost radical change, (a change which reduced the duties laid 
upon imposts from a very large to a comparatively small 
umount;) and yet no one then asserted that this change in the 
amount of duties to be collected, was a violation of the previous 
eontract entered into with these creditors. 

The transfer, by Texas, of a portion of her sovereignty to the 
United States, and by which her-right to colléct duties on im- 
ports was given up, in its consequences, was nothing more than 
would have resulted from a repeal of her own laws imposing 
such duties; and the Federal Government, by receiving that 
transfer, incurred no other obligation ‘in respect to the debts 
of Texas, than an equitable one to give the State such an 
equivalent for the loss of her revenues arising from import du- 
ties, as would enable her to carry out her contracts with her 
creditors, as effectually as she might have done had her revenues 
from imports not been surrendered; but that government in- 
eurred no other obligation whatever, to the creditors individu- 
ally; and the assumption of such an obligationwas a gratuitous 
act, by which the State of Texas ought not, in any sense, to be 
bound, The debt is one which Texas owes, and which Texas 
_ has to pay; and no power can rightfully interpose between her 
and her creditors, and dictate the manner of its settlement. 

I therefore recommend to the Honorable Legislature, that 
our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives 
requested to use all proper exertions to procuresuch a modifica- 
tion of the fith article of the second section of ,the act of Sep- 
tember 9th, 1850, as will authorize and require the Secretary of 
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the Treasury to issue to the State, all the stock contemplated 
by the 4th article of the said act, upon Aer filing such releas- 
es to the United States ag may be deemed necessary to exoner- 
ate the Federal Guvernmént from any liability for any portion 
or all of the debt of Texas. : 

I recommend this course, because it is the best which my 
mind suggests to relieve this subject from all difficulty > but as 
it is possible that Congress may not concur in the propriety of 
making this modification, we should, in anticipation of such s 
contingency, prepare ourselves in the best manner we can, to 
meet it, I trust [have shown the necessity of plating this mat- 
ter upon a different footing from that on which it now stands, 
if we expect to close it within any reasonable period, or in any 
manner which would be at all satisfactory to the State. Indeed, 
the diticukties which must be overeume in its adjustment, so 
long as it remains in its present condition, are so obvious that it 
requires no argument te prove that immediate steps should be 
taken to obviate them. I therefore, further recommend to the 
Honorable Legislature, that a law be passed at its present ses- 
sion, limiting the time within which the creditors of the State, 
holding the ciass of claims referred to, shall tile their releases to 
the United States; declaring, that in default of their doing 
so within the prescribed time, the claims shall be forever bar- 
red. 

it has further oceurred to me, a> the President has decided 
that the revenues trum imports were specially pledged, (in con- 
templation of the boundary act; for an amount of our public 
debt, almost egual, (if it had been all filed) to the reserved stock, 
that it might be advisable to appropriate the stuck so with- 
held to the payment of that portion of the debt for which those 
‘impusts were pledged, and which would consequently come 
ander this decision of the President; said stuck, tu, be issued 
to the creditors holding these pledges as soon as the United 
Strates will su amend the act of the general Congress as to give 
Texas control of the same. ~ 

I also recommend that asuilicient amount of the five millions 
stock within the present control uf the State be appropriated to 
the payment of that class of debts not covered by a pledge of 
impost duties, under the decision of the President. This char- 
avter of the indebtedness amounts to $955,422, and has been de- 
numinated the second class. It is due mainly te our own citi- 
zens fur personal services rendered, and supplies furnished in 
the defence of the country. 
irom the report of the Comptroller, it is evident that the 
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whole ter millions of dollars will not be required to discharge 
the outstanding liabilities of the State, according to the scale 
which has heen adopted for ascertaining the actual amount of 
those liabilities. and from which I can see no just reason to de- 
part; and it will therefore become a subject of interesting in- 
quiry to you, as to the best mode of investing or disposing of 
thesurplus. Upon this subject, there seems.to exist much di- 
versity of sentiment in the publie mind. Some entertain the 
opinion that the whole amount of the surplus should be devoted 
to the internal improvement of the State ; others believe that a 
large portion shonld be applied to the purposes of éducation, in 
the establishment of tree schools, and other institutions of learn- 
ing; while another class believe that it should be invested in 
some secure and profitable stock, the interest arising trom 
which would be sufficient to meet the ordinary expenses of the 
State Government, and thereby entirely release the people from 
taxation. œ. That these diverse views, entertained and freely dis- 
cussed by the citizens at large, should be brought by their im- 
mediate representatives into the legislative halls of the coun- 
trv, bearing the stamp aud hue originally derived from each par- 
ticular constituency, is not to be wondered at; and it will therefore 
require a calm and deliberate investigation of these subjects on 
the part ofeach and all ot you, and, perhaps, some patriotic 
sacrifices of preconceived opinions, to enable vou to harmonize 
in the adoption of a system that will be mutually beneficial to 
all; and the Executive entertains the confident hope that such 
investigation will be given, and such sacrifices made, as will 
lead to this most desirable result. 

That all these views have weight and are encitled to respect- 
ful consideration, is admitted; but to carry all into practical op- 
eration would be impossible. It is true that after the payment 
is made, of every claim which now stands legitimately charged 
to this surplus fund, there will be a large amount left for your 
disposition, and it is in reference tu that disposition that your 
attention is now respectfully invited. 

That a general system of internal improvements by the State, 
properly regulated, would eminently conduce to its prosperity 
there can be no doubt; but such a system would require an ap- 
propriation of means, which Oyithout a violation of the consti- 
tutton) could not be made at this time; and the adoption ofa 
system, partial in its operations, would in its details, be like- 
ly to present difficulties, growing ent of differences of opin- 
ion, as to the subject upon which it shonld operate, and which 
difference might not be easily reconciled—but the anticipation 
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of such difficulties, should not prevent the effort from being 
made; and I therefore suggest and respectfully recommend, 
that adequate appropriations be made, to aid such enterprises 
as are already engaged in clearing out our principal rivers, or 
any other well calculated and practical system uf internal im- 
provement, in order that the facilities of transportation and 
commerce may be extended as far intothe interior of the coun- 
iry as the natural capacities will permit. 

The practical utility which would result from the fostering aid 
and encouragement of the government, in works of this kind, 
would be immediately felt in every part of the land, and al- 
though the extent of these benefits mightnot be commensurate 
with the wishes, or the necessities of all—vet as this would be 
going as far as the present resources of the State will justify, 
when we regard the claims of other important interests, it is 
believed that it would give general satisfaction to the people at 
large, and add much to the prosperity of the country. 

The last few years have spread abroad more aceurate know- 
ledge of the number and character of our population, and the 
true value of our inunense territory is now better known and 
more appreciated—a consequent tide of immigration, uniform 
and steady in its movements, is continually flowing in upon us, 
and in a short period, we shall have the satisfaction of seeing 
immense numbers of these hardy, enterprising Immigrants de- 
veloping the resources of the State in its rich productions: la- 
bor, everywhere will be seeking employment, and capital, a 
profitable investment. Onur State government, in the mean 
time, relieved of its pecuniary enrbarassment-, and calculating 
with certainty its tinancial ability, will be enabled with greater 
saiety, tu indicate her future policy in the aduption and promo- 
tion of sume general system of internal iuprovements. 
Though new in her position amongst the great family, Texas is 
fully alert to the nature and value ofthe testimony. to be deri- 
ved trom the older members, inrespect to the practical results, 
increased wealth and enterprise, which are conferred upon & 
people who pursue a system of internal inprovements, with 
wise, patriotic and energetic action. Already the enterpri- 
sing efforts directed by private capital, in clearing out some of 
vur principal rivers; in connecting the Brazos river with the Gulf 
by canal, the projection of the San Antonio and Gul! Rail 

toad, and other improvements of less magnitude, have receiv- 
ed the favorable consideration ofthe country and elicited much 
anxiety for their completion. How far it will be judicious at 
this time tu enrbark in works of internal improvement, until a 
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certain and ample fund shall have been provided for their spee- 
dy completion, is submitted to the wisdom of the Legislature. 

Amongst the many subjects of paramount importance and 
‘interest, demanding your present deliberation and action, but 
few can justly claim precedence over that ofeducation. Its impor 
tance in the establishment and maintenance of the free and 
happy institutions under which we have so long lived, was 
warmly inculeated by the patriots who established them. We 
who have been the favored recipients of a rich «inheritance, the 
result of sacrifices and labors of the wise and good, should never 
fail to appreciate the blessings it confers, nor ever forget that 
its transmission, unimpaired to our successors, is a sacred duty. 
Living in the middle of the nineteenth century, with the lamp 
of experience before us, and boasting of an era marked by great 
philosophical research and scientific discovery, we cannot safe- 
ly incur the hazard of losing, or impairing this boon, in neg- 
lecting the means by which, mainly, it is to be perpetuated.— 
Those means are to be found in the universal extension of the 
benefits of education. From itwill result intelligenceand virtue, 
the true basis of republican freedom. It is quite unnecess 
for me to enumerate the advantages of a liberal and well con- 
ducted system of popular education—one that would be uniform 
and efficient in its practical bearings, dispensing full and equal 
- benefits to all. The sentiment of the State is awakened, and is 
restless upon this interesting subject, demanding prompt and 
energetic action on the part of those entrusted with parental 
care, in all things that pertain to the promotion of this great 
cause, 

The framers of our State government were so deeply im- 
pressed with the belief that a general system for the education 
of the youth of the country, based upon broad and liberal prin- 
ciples, was of vital consequence, that they engrafted in the or- 
genie law this important injunction, that “ a general diffusion of 
cnowledge being essential to the preservation of the rights and 
liberties of the people, it shall be the duty of the Legislature of 
this State to make suitable provisions for the support and main- 
tenance of publie schools.” The State has thus indicated her 
policy in this matter; shehas been the dispenser of a munificent 
bounty, and when madeavailable and properly applied, will ful- 
fill the beneficent intentions of the framers of the constitution, and 
an additional safeguard thrown around that instrument by the. 
intelligence and moral weight to be derived from the provisions 
contemplated by the section quoted above. 

There is no one who feels a deeper interest, or who more ar- 
dently desires to promote the cause of education than myself, 
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and I will most cordially co-operate with you in any plan which 
will practically advance that object in such a way as to diffuse 
its benefits generally through the country. But atter bestowing 
the best reflection I have been able to give the subject, I mn not 
prepared to recommend the immediate adoption by your Honor- 
able Body, of the system which has been provided for by the 
constitution and subsequent legislative enactments under it— 
In eonsidering this great and paramount interest, it is well to 
guard against a mere plausible theory, and in embracing any 
system, it were useless, unless that system, examined in all its 
bearings, shall be practical in its essential features, and simple 
in the application of its principles. In order to make any plan 
operate equally, schools must be established in every county 
and neighborhood in the State, andto do this with the machine- 
ry which would be necessary to bring them into successful 
operation, would involve an expense greatly dispropurtioned to 
any benefits which could result from them in the present sparse 
population of most of the counties; and I could not give my as- 
sent to any pian which would operate unequally, or which would 
confer benelits on one portion of the State, and which could not 
be felt or enjoyed in every other sectiun. 


The fourth section of an act of the late Republic, approved 
Jannary 26th, 1839, contemplates that two Universities shall be 
created, and fifty leagues of land were then directed to be sn r- 
veyed and set apart for their endowment. Hanay now be a ques- 
tion whether or not this is the appropriate time for the commence- 
ment of these establishments; and whether or not, if the means 
which the State can advance for the purpose of education, are 
ap lied to them, it would be the best application of those means, 
The subject is referred tothe wisdom of the Honorable Leyisla- 
ture. 

lt has been suggested to me, and the suggestion has come from 
a source entitled to respect, that the best mode, at present, of 
promoting the canse of education by the State, will be fonnd 
in subscribing for a certain nun ber of scholarships in the 
several institutions already established, and which are abont to 
be established by private individual enterprise; the extent of 
these subscriptions to be regulated by the character and impor- 
tance of those institutions respectively. It is glleged that by do- 
ing so, and paying the subscriptions in advance, the State will 
not only aid in perfecting those institutions, but will have an op- 
portunity of educating ateach one of them, (in proportion to- 
the scholarships taken,) a number of the worthy youths of the 
country who are unable to educate themselves, and who, when 
thus educated, will be prepared to take charge of the common free 
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schools which the State will, no doubt, at some future dày, de- 

. sire to establish throughout the country. 

I have thought proper to subinit this suggestion for the con- 
sideration of the Legislature, coming as it did, from a highly 
intelligent and respectable source. 

“*“Phere are many other matters which will require your con- 
sideration in respect to the application of a portion of this sur- 
plus fund. Public buildings, of a permanent character—such as 
are necessary for properly conducting the affairs of the Govern- 
ment, and for supplying offices for its various departments, are 
now reqnired to be erected. ‘The Penitentiary system should be 
carried out and perfected. A State Library should be pnrchased. 
These are all important subjects, which Lam unwilling to be- 
lieve the Honorable Legislature will be disposed to overlook or 
pass by; and they will necessarily require a considerable outlay 
of money. . 

I wonld also recommend, that provision be made for a com- 
plete geological and mineralogical survey of the State by com- 
petent persons, It ts believed hy those best acquainted with such 
subjects, that much mineral wealth is contained in the north- 
western portions of the State, and especially in its mountainous 
regions; and that by a scientific exploration of those regions, 
many important resources of the State will be developed and ren- 
dered available; bat whether this be soor not, such a sutvey 
ought to be made. It will be the means, and the only means, of 
making known to us the character and qualities of a large por- 
tion of onr territory, which hitherto, for want of such knowledge, 
has attracted but little public attention. Such a survey might alse 
be connected with the necessary means of running our north- 
western line, which, although designated by the boundary bill, 
has yet to be surveved and marked. 

a Although the report of the State Treasurer for the last fiscal 
year, will exhibit a considerable balance on hand in the Trea 
sury, still there will not be a sufficient amount to meet the eur- 
rent expenditures of the present session of the Legislature, and 
consequently the deficiency should be provided for. It origina 
ted mainly in the convention of the Legislature in extraordinary 
sessidns, upon two different occasions.,&c., d&c., since the adjourn- 
ment of its last regular session, and as both of these conventions 
were rendered necessary ty cirenmstances, out of which the ten 
million fund originated, the expenses of them are justly charge- 
able to that fund, : a 

The interest on the five million of stock already issned, and 
which, on the first of January next, will amount to two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, should be placed in the Treasury of 
the State as soon after it becomes due as practicable; and I 


86 


therefore recommend that suitable provision be made for that pur- 
pose early in this session. 

In compliance with the provisions of an act of the State Leg- 
islature, approved January 7th, 1850, “relative to the payment 
of certain volunteer companies, for services rendered on the 
western frontier of the State of Texas.” I appointed General 
George T. Wood as agent for the State, to obtain from the Fed- 
eral Government a settlement of the accounts mentioned in that 
act; and that gentleman, after procuring the necessary vouchers 
and evidences of the claims, proceeded immediately to the city 
of Washington for that purpose. Upon his arrival, however, it 
was ascertained that nothing could be done in the matter until 
there was some action by the general Congress in reference to it, 
He ultimately succeeded in getting an act passed at the close ofa 
protracted session, directing the officers of the United States 
‘Treasury to audit and settle the accounts of the companies (there- 
in reterred to,) and appropriating a sum Not to exceed seventy-two 
thousand dollars for their payment. The officers of the United 
States Treasnry construed this act to mean, that the money was 
to be paid directly to the eight companies; and asthe State had 
previously assumed to pay these companies, and had, under that 
assumpsit, advanced a large amount, they declined making the 
payment to either the State or the companies until further legis- 
lative action had been taken on the subject by the general Con- 
gress ; consequently, another aet was passed, and approved, on 
the 3d of March, 1851, by which the amount that had been paid 
by the State, was directed to be reimbursed to her; and the 
amount due to the officers, non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, was directed to be paid to each of them respectively by the 
Pay Department of the United States Army. 

Upon the application of General Wood at the Treasury, after 
the passage of this last act, for that portion of the money which , 
was directed to be paid to the State, his authority to receive it was 
denied, becanse the power of attorney, with which he was fur- 
nished by the State Executive, was not drawn in strict accord- 
ance with the provisions of an act of the general Congress, of 
July 29th, 1846. He then returned to Texas, and after receiving 
another, power of attorney, (since admitted to be correct,) tade 
his third application at the Treasury Department in Washington, 
and was again refused, because he was not prepared to exhibit 
the original vouchers and receipts given by the individual mem- 
bers of the two companies, which the State had paid. These 
original vouchers are filed in the office of the Comptroller of the 
State, and they constitute the evidences upon which his warrants 
were drawn upon the Treasurer, and therefore he could not per- 
mit them to go out of his office without being authorized to doso 
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by an act of the State Legislature ; consequently, all further ef- 
forts to obtain this money must be suspended until there is some 
additional legislation in reference to it. ‘The correspondence and 
acts of Congress referred to, are herewith submitted; marked, 
“Document D, Nos. 1 to 10.” 

In presenting this subject to the Legislature, I cannot forbear 
an expression of my surprise and regret at the very unnecessary 
obstacles which have been thrown in the way of Its settlement. 
In order to delay the payment of this money, a Construction was 
given to the act of Congress, of September, 1850, making the ap- 
propriation, which it would hardly bear, and which few persons, 
under the circumstances, would have placed upon it; and when 
this difficulty was removed by the act of March 3d, 1851, other 
objections were raised, which had still less reason in them. My 
views on this point, as expressed to General Wood, will be found 
in my communication to him of March 29th, 1851. “Document 
D., No, 6.” 

It is difficult to speak of the objection made to the first power 
of attorney with any degree of patience; because the slightest 
glance at the act of Congress of July, 1846, under which this 
objection was raised, will show that it had no sort of application 
to it, and that the validity of this power could not, in any reason- 
able point of view, be tested by it. 

So far as regards the last objection, (the balance of the original 
vouchers, } ł consider it as indicating a want of confidence in our 
State officers, wholly unanthorized, if we look to every previous 
transaction between our State and Federal Government. l 

At the request of the Second Auditor of the Treasury Depart- - 
ment, a certified statement of the amount paid by the State, taken 
from those vouchers by the Comptroller, was forwarded to the 
Treasury Department; and the demand of the original vouchers 
by the Third Auditor, after receiving the statement, would seem 
to imply that the certificate of the Comptroller in respect to mat- 
. ters contained in the archives of his office, would obtain no cre- 
dence at the Treasury Department in Washington; but that the 
archives themselves would have to be transmitted, as the only 
evidence upon which they would act. If this principle be cor- 
rect, then all official transactions between the State and General 
Government, will ever be greatly embarrassed, if they do not en- 
tirely cease. f . 

We do our business through our officers, and if their certifi- 
cates and seals are disregarded or distrusted, we have ho means 
at cur command for the purposes of authentication. 

In adverting to our Indian relations, itis my duty to preni 
to yon the actual condition of the frontier ofthe State. eob- 
ligation of the State, it occurs to me, to protect the lives and 
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property of its citizens, is not at all lessened by the obligation 
on the part of the General Government to perform the same du- 
ty ; and the omission of the latter to doso by no means relieves 
the former from any responsibility, whether we consider the 
constitution and laws of the country, or the ordinary dictates of 
humanity. The immediate government knows the particular 
interests and local wants of its citizens, and when there is a fail- 
ure or direliction of the general government in affording secu- 
rity to our frontier citizens, it should be promptly remedied by 
the State, in the provision by her of ample means to ensure their 
peace and comfort, without reference to expenditure or respon- 
sibility. Itis not intended to charge the General Government 
with being indifferent-in relation to this subject. The numeri- 
cal military force at present stationed upon the Texas frontier 
would seem, upon the first view, adequate to its protection—but 
since experience has abundantly shown that the system of mil- 
itary detence adopted by the General Government has failed to 
give peace and protection to the eitizens resident on several por- 
tions of our horder, it becomes necessary that the State should 
interpose, and supply the deficiency, no matterfrom what cause 
it may originate. It is certainly far better that the State should 
incur embarrassment (if necessary) in her financial affairs, than 
that the lives and property of her citizens should be in constant 
jeopardy in consequence of the inattention or neglect of either 
government. I feel much solicitude upon this subject, and I 
am satisfied that the Honorable Legislature will sustain any 
proper suggestion which may be made. 

The settlements along the northern portion of the frontier, 
have, for some time past, been comparatively exempt frem In- 
dian incursions ; that is to say, from Red River to the Colo- 
rado; and, while much credit is due to the military commands, 
charged with the protection of this part, for their vigilance and 
efficiency, it should not be overlooked by you, when adopting 
any plan or providing means for the more permanent protec- 
tion of every other part, that Indian tribes, who have for years 
retarded the settlement and progress of that portion of the coun- 
try referred to, have only made a temporary diversion, in con- 
sequence of the superior inducements for rapine and plunder 
on our western line. it is true that this valuable district of 
country is increasing in population, but there is yet wanting 
that perfect confidence so necessary and consolatory to the pi- 
oneer in investing his limited means. 

Since the adjournment of the last regular session of the Leg- 
islature, depredations by Indians have been committed upon 
the upper settlements of the Colorado, and many of a serious 
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character on the San Antonio and Nueces rivers, some of their 
tributaries arid the intermediate streams. From the upper set- 
tlements of the frontier and along both banks of the Nueces, 
even to the bay and town of Corpus Christi, the Indians have 
not ceased to alarm the inhabitants, and to carry off their prop- 
erty, even to the banks of the Rio Grande. 

The valley of the Rio Grande, from its great extent and fer- 
tility “of soil, its peculiar geographieal situation, with sparse, 
though interesting settlements, scattered along its eastern bank, 
exposed equally to the attacks of savage Indians, and the marau- 
ding enterprises of lawless and unrestrained Mexican freeboot- 
ers, appeals with mere than ordinary interest to the national 
honor for indemnity for past sacrifices and losses. The worthy 
and enterprising citizens of that part of the State have a right 
to claim from their immediate government the necessary assis 
tance in presenting their claims for indemnity for past losses and 
for future security. 

During the period that the embarrassing question of bounda- 
ry was causing in every section the greatest solicitude, the civil - 
organization of the north-western counties was looked upon by 
the State as of vital importance in urging its claims upon the 
General Goyernment. The inhabitants of El Paso and those 
contiguous, who had given intimation of a disposition, friend- 
ly to our institutions and laws, afforded us the only hope of a 
successful civil organization; and, ‘but for the passage of the 
boundary bill, they would ultimately have been the nucleus 
around which the reluctant and disaffected of the adja- 
cent counties would haye rallied in support of our jurisdiction 
and laws. 

Tt will be recollected that the Commissioner appointed to ex- 
tend the State’s jurisdiction over the north western counties, 
was received at El Paso with respect and-courtesy, and the pro- 
positions which he bore from his government were cordially and 
promptly embraced. Since the full recognition of the laws of 
the State there, the people have exhibited characteristics 
that belonged to the older and more populons counties. They 
have recently manifested their devotion to the constitution and 
laws of the State in the election of an upright and intelligent 
Judge; and they have not been less judicious in their selection 
of their delegation now constituting a part ef your Honorable 
Body. In the progress of a complete civil organization their 

rospects are indeed flattering ; but I regret to announce to the 
onorable Legislature that the recent withdrawal from that por- 
tion of the frontier of the entire military force of the United 
States which occupied that position for the last two years, has 
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left the inhabitants and their property exposed to the indiscrim- 
inate attacks of bandits and hostile Indians. 

For the condition ofthat portion ofthe State in reference to 
its military wants, I respectinlly invite your attention to doc- 
uments marked E, Nos. 1 to 4, herewith transmitted; and I 
most earnestly invoke from the Legislature such action as will 
be most likely to insure security to this isolated but interesting 
portion of the State. ; 

If we trace the valley of the Rio Grande through the whole 
extent of its populated portion, we shall find in the record of the 
unhappy events which have transpired on that portion of our 
border, abundant cause for the parental interposition of the State 
government. Notwithstanding a military force has been em- 
ployed at various points along the valley, we have been time 
after time called upon to mourn the loss of some relative 
or friend, or to sympathize with unfortunate beings who hava 
been made the victims of want, in consequence of the destruc- 
tion of their means by the hands of the Indian savage. 

Experience has demonstrated that the present system of mil. 
itary defence upon the frontier of the State, is totally inade- 
quate to afford security to the inhabitants and their property ; 
and I sincerely trust that the Honorable Legislature at its pres- 
ent session, will give such direction to this matter by addressin 
itself to the Federal Government, as will secure the persons an 
property of individuals resident on our borders, by calling up- 
on the General Government, to afford immediate and ample 
military protection to every portion of .our frontier, or by de- 
manding the removal, at once, of all the Indian tribes within 
the limits of the State; and that in the event of a refusal, or fail- 
ure on the part of that government to do so, by authorizing the 
State Executive to employ such volunteer force from time te 
time as may be found sufficient for the attainment of the end. 

The commerce of the Rio Grande, now very considerable, 
would be greatly improved, if this great international stream 
was cleared, of all obstructions. The inhabitants of the North- 
ern Mexican States are equally interested with onr government, 
and it is suggested to the Legislature whether or not, this ob- 
ject cannot be promoted by presenting the subject to rig oes A 
through our members, and also, by authorizing the State Exec- 
utive to correspond with the Mexican States bordering on.that 
river. This work is also important to the United Statesin a 
military point of view. 

1 have received no official report from the Attorney General 
relative to the suits pending in several of the courts, in which 
the State is a party. From information derived from other 
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sources, it ig believed that one of these suits is of sucha charac- 
ter as to demand the attention of the Honorable Legislature. ~ 

Under the authority of the Ordinance adopted bythe conven- 
tion, which framed the constitution of the State, one of my pred- 
ecessors directed a suitto be commenced against the contractors 
of what is known as “ Peters’ Colony,” to ascertain whether or 
not they had forfeited their right under their contract. ‘That 
suit I am informed, is still pending, and that no progress hag 
been made in it, No report has yet been received from the 
Commissioner appointed under the law passed at the last regu- 
lar session of the Legislature, to secure to the settlers’ in that 
eolony, the lands to which they are entitled. That officer is at 
` this time performing the duties required of him under the law, 
and as soon as his report is received at this Department, it will 
be submitted to the Honorable Legislature. Iam informed 
that the law, in its practical operation, has been found defect- 
ive, and has failed, in some particulars, in effecting the objects 
for which it was intended. Shortly after it was passed, an in- 
junction was granted by one of the Judges, at the instance of 
one of the contractors, which has greatly restrained its opera- 
tion, and that suit, Iam advised, is still pending, and may not 
be bronght to a final decision for years. 

As the act in its terms declares that nothing therein contain- 
ed, shall be so construed as to prejudice the rights of the con- 
tractors, it would seem proper that some method should be 
adopted to ascertain their rights, atan early day, and, if possible, 
to obtain an amicable and satisfactory arrangement of the 
whole matter. The immense litigation which will be involved 
in, this controversy, if permitted to continue, will greatly retard 
the growth of one of the finest districts in the State, as nothing 
is more detrimental to the permanent improvement and ad- 
vancement of a country, than uncertainty of tenure in its lands. 
I would therefore recommend that this subject receive the early 
attention. of the Legislature. I have not sufficient data betore, 
me to recommend any distinct course, but as soon as I receive 
the report from the Commissioner of thisand the other colonies, 
the subject will be more fully presented ta you. The report of 
the Commisioner of Fisher and Miller’s Colony has been re- 
ceived, and is herewith submitted, marked document F, No. 1. 

.The Commissioners appointed under the'act of February 8th, 
1850, to investigate the land titles west of the Nueces river, have 
closed their investigations, and are at this time employed in pre- 
ae their report: when received it will be laid before yonr 

onorable Body with a special communication from me upon, 
the subject. GE 
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The report of the Honorable George W. Smyth, Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, marked document G, No. 
1, is herewith submitted, and recommended to the special con- 
sideration of the Legislature. It presents a brief but most eom- 
prehensive statement relative to the public lands ofthe country, 
and of all matters properly connected with that important de- 
partment of the State government. It will be found to contain 
much valuable information. 

There is nothing which so much retards the growth and pros- 

erity of a country, as the unsettled condition of its land titles. 

1is is an evil from which our State has greatly suffered, and 
though it has been partiallv removed by time and the. adjndi- 
cations of our courts, it is still a serious obstacle to her rapid ad- ` 
vance in prosperity. Whilst I do not pretend to be conversant 
with the intricate svstem of our land law, or to be able tode- 
vise any general plan fur the quieting of land titles, 1 will ven- 
ture to suggest one enactment, at least, which, if made by the 
Legislature, would, in my opinion, be attended with the most 
beneficial results. 

Under the law, as it now exists, locations may be made upon 
any lands claimed tu be held by prior grants, and the parties 
huiding br, or under such prior grant may be forced into court 
te defend the validity of their titles. 

The only restrictiun, known to me, upon this right of location 
is that imposed by the act of February 5th, 1850, which prevents 
them trom being made upon lands previously titled or sur- 
vered within the limits of the colonies of Austin, DeWitt and 
DeLeon. These locations are usually made, and suit instituted 
upon them for some supposed detects in the prior grant or title, 
and if the locator faiis tu defeat the same, he can litt his certifi-- 
eates, make new locations upun other lands, and test the validi- 
ty of the title nnder which they are held. This system of loca- 
tion may be carried on to an indefinite extent, and the evils re- 
sulting irom it are so obvious that I deem it unnecessary to men- 
tion them. The right of a person holding a genuine and valid 
certificate, to locate the same upon any of the vacant and un- 
appropriated domain belonging to the State, will not be denied 
by me; but this right of location when extended to lands claim- 
ed to be owned by private individuals, should, in my judgment, 
be restricted, and guarded from abuse, by legislative enactment. 

If it is our duty, as well as our policy tu discourage litigation, 
this object will certainly be effected to some extent, by restrict- 
ing the facilities now afforded to those who make locations upon. 

„titled lands, of contesting such titles. I respectfully suggest, 
therefore, for the consideration of the Legislature, the propriety 
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of passing a Jaw which will prevent certificates, hereafter loca- 
ted upon lands which the records of the country show had been 
previously deeded or titled, from being removed or located else- 
where, in case such locations were not sustained by the judg- 
ment of a competent court; and Į further suggest that the law 
should compel the locator, in such cases, within six or twelve 
months after making his locations, to bring suit upon the same 
against those claiming the lands under a previous grant, in or- 
der that the question of title may be settled in a reasonable 
time. 

It seems to me that those who seek to set aside prior titles, 
for imagined defects in the same, should run some risk as well 
as those whose titles they contest. “It would cheek litigation 
by making locators cantious, and prevent much of that wild 
spirit of speculation which is at war with the trne interests of 
our country. I further recommend that suit should be required 
to be brought upon all locations heretofore made upon titled 
lands, within a reasonable period, or that the right acquired 
by virtue ofsnch locations shall be null and void. 

The law which now requires the Supreme Court to be held at 
three ditferent places in the State, subjects the Judges to an ex- 
pense of which, in my opinion they ought to be relieved. Their 

‘travelling expenses to and from the different points where the 
court is held, are very considerable, and should not be taxed 
upon the meagre salary now allowed to them. Although the 
amount of thissalary is fixed by the constitution, and its increase 
for the present prohibited, it does not appear to me that this 
could be properly urged as a constitutional objection to the al- 
lowance by the Legislature of a suitable amount to cover the 
necessary expenses incurred by the Judges in complying with 
the new law. I therefore recommend that a reasonable appro- 
priation be made for this purpose. 

The increased trouble and expense which will now attend the 
reporting of the decisions of the Supreme Court is also a subject 
worthy of your consideration. It will be necessary for the Re- 
porter to attend in person, at the different places where the 
court is held, to ebtain copies of the decisions there rendered, 
or he must employ some one to do so for him. In either event 
his expenses will be serions. In consequence of this, and the 
want of any present appropriation, no effort, I understand, has 
been made to report the decisions rendered since the passage of 
the law requiring the court to be held at three places. 

It is certainly a matter of great importance, not only to the le- 
gal profession, but to ourcitizens generally, that the decisions of 
the highest judicial tribunal in the State should be promptly 1e- 
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ported and disseminated for public information. In view of the 
importance of this subject, I have given 1t some reflection, and 
am convinced that the plan heretofore pursued by the State in re- 
f2renco to it has not been the correct one. Instead of subscribing 
for a certain number of the volumes of reports, I would, suggest 
that a suitable appropriation be made annually for printing, bind- 
ing, &c.; anda State Reporter he elected by joint ballot of the 
two Houses of the Legislature, with a competent salary provided 
for his payment—he giving boad for the faithful performance of 
his duties, The voiumes reported by him should be the exelu- 
sive property of the State, and sold, for her benefit, at such price 
and in such manner as might be deemed most advisable. Itis _ 
believed that the proceeds of such sales would go very far to- 
wards reimbursing the State for the expenses incurred. This is 
the system pursned in the Stateof New York, and some other 
States of the Union : and it has been found to answer well. I 
respectfully submit it for the consideration of the Legistature. 

I am happy to inform the Legislature that, since tts last regu- 
lar session, a case involving most important consequences to this 
State, has been decided, favorably to her interest, by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. I refer to the snit of League ys, De 
Young, Surveyor, &c., which was originally commenced in the 
District Court of Galveston county. 

It bad for its object the establishment of headright certificates 
which had never been recommended as genuine and legal by the 
board of commissioners appointed under the act of the 29th of 
January, 1840, to detect fraudulent land certificates. The vas 
amount of these certificates, a large portion of which had been lot 
cated upon the most valuable lands in the country, rendered 
this a case of deep interest to our citizens. 

John W. Harris, Esq., the former Attorney General of the State, 
was employed by my predecessor, Governor Wood, to attend to 
it on .behalfof the State; and he accordingly repaired to Wash- 
ington City, where he remained during the last winter until the 
cause had been argued and finally disposed of. The zeal and 
ability with which Mr. Harris discharged this most important 
trast issufficieutly attested by the result of his labors. 

Herewith I enclose, for your inspection, the report of Mr. 
Harris to myself, and a printed copy of the decision rendered.by 
the Supreme Court of the United States in the case— marked doc- 
ument H, Nos, land 2. - 

Iso fully concur with the recommendations contained in the > 
very able report of the Hon. James Webb, Jate Secretary of State, 
relative to the State Department, that I deem it unnecessary to. 
express my views on the subjects thereinembraced. "Fhe reports 
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are herewith transmitted, marked document I, Nos. 1 and 2; and 
i have mnch pl asure in commending them to the favorable no- 
tice of the Legislature. 

The report of the Adjutant General of the State relative to his 
office, is also transmitted herewith, marked document K, No.1; 
and I also take pleasure in recommending the details and sug- 
et therein contained to the attention of your Honorable 

ody. 

Lhave been informed that the very voluminous nature of the 
reports of the Comptroller, the Auditor and the Treasurer of the 
State, has prevented their completion at present. Assoon as they 
are recerved at the Department, they will, accompanied by a spe 
cial message, be laid before your Honorable Body. > 

The report of the Superintendent of the State Penitentiary has 
not yet been received. But I havereason to believe that the ad- 
ministration of that institution, during the two past years, has 
been in a high degree judicious and snecessful—both as regards 
its pecuniary transactions, and the system of interna] arrangement 
and discipliné which has been adopted. 

The 5th section of the Vth article of the constitution, which 
provides that the compensation of the Governor shall not be in- 
creased or diminished during the term for which he shall have 
been elected, entirely relieves me from any feeling of delicacy, 
which otherwise would exist, in recommending, as I now do, an 
increase of the salaries of all the officers and their clerks, connett- 
ed with the Executive Department of the State government. My 
personal connection with the various offices for the last two years 
has enabled me to ascertain clearly the inadequacy of the exist- 
ing salaries, and the consequent embarrassment, if not, injustice, 
which results tô the very intelligent and efficient individuals em- 
ployed in them. I do not forget that itis my duty to regard, and 
as fur as it is in my power to encourage, ajust system af econo- 
my in every department of this Government; nor can I forget 
the reciprocal obligation that always exists between the competent 
officer or agent employed in carrying on the government and the 
government itself; and I do not admit that it isa just, but consi- 
der it as-a false economy on the part of a government which, with 
the capacity to do so, fails to protect its honest and capable pub- 
Jie servants by providing such salaries and fees as will not only 
meet their necessary annual expenditure, but as will enable those 
who are provident and economical to guard against the ordinary 
accidents and vicissitudes of life. 

Our State in its present position possessesan ample field, and 
stands in need of all the talent and energy that can be brought 
to her assistance in the conduct of her affairs, to ensure her 
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successful progress and continued prosperity’; and no means 
will prove nore conducive to the furtherance of this great end, 
~ than the establishment of such a system of remuneration, which, 
while at the same time just and equitable to the State and her 
officers and agents, will induce and secure the services of those 
who possess the largest share of energy and capability. The 
policy pursued by the older States in reference to this matter, 
and which uniformly ensures a just and liberal equivalent for 
the services of faithful public servants. if appears to me, con- 
firms the opinion I have expressed, and induces me to draw the 
favorable attention of your Honorable Body to the subject. 

T cannot, gentlemen, close this communication, without offer- 
ing vou my sincere congratulation on the prospects af peace and 
harmony, which now, with a single exception, pervade this 
Union. The storm which lowered so portentously but a short 
time since, over the political horizon, has, for the present, been 
dissipated by what is known as the compromise measures of the 
last Congress; and as we cannot doubt that those measures 
were founded on patriotism, and a desire to preserve our 
beluved country from disruption and discord, we may hope 
that the feeling in which they originated, may continue to ani- 
mate the people of every portion of it, and that the blessings 
which have heretofore so abundantly flowed from our united 
coudition will be increased and perpetuated by this healing of 
past ditierences, and the promise it atiurds, that future troubles, 
should any such uniurtunately arise, will again be met upon 
the broad basis of mutual concession. 

But while we indulge this cheering hope, let it not be forgot- 
ten that it devolves upon us as a State, and upon every State of 
the Union, tu keep a vigilant guard over that sacred palladium 
of our rights—THE consitrtTiIon—and. tu see that its provisions 
and guarantees are respected, and carried out in the spirit in 
which they were furmed by the patriots, from whose hands it 
came. This isthe only lasting bund of our Union. Let it be 
once trenched upon—except in the manner designated for its 

mendment—and we have no security. Encroachment after 
encroachment will follow as the interest or prejudices of ma- 
jorities may dictate, until it will ultimately be an insult to refer 
tu it as a shidd. If it be not now perfect—if by an honest con- 
struction of it, it has failed to affurd that protection to all parts 
and interests of the Union which was intended to be given, let 
it be so amended as to obviate the difficulties, but let it not be 
touched, except by those who have aright to amend it. 

That honest minds should differ in the true construction of 
this instrument, in the present condition of the country, is not 


47 


to be wondered at. It was framed at atime when it could 
scarcely have been anticipated that its folds were to extend 
over an empire almost illimitable, and that they would have to 
eover and guard rights as diversified as human pursuits can 
render thein; but because it is susceptible of such variant con- 
structions, reasons are presented why it should be so amended 
as to prevent them, and avoid the difficulties which experience 
has shown, and reason teaches us will inevitably arise from that 
cause; and in my judgment, now is the auspicious time to pro- 
pose such amendments. Parties, interests and, feelings in the 
various portions of the United States, are now more nearly 
equipoised than they will bea few years hence, and that cir- 
cumstance, combined with the disposition lately manifested to 
preserve the Union, may now secure to all its parts such guar- 
antees as will bind them together m one indissoluble bond. 

I am well aware of the apprehensions entertained by many, 
that if the constitution of the United States is interfered with 
at all, evils instead of benefits may result from it, and their 
consequent indisposition to propose amendments, even to such 
parts of it as are admitted to require them. If, however, it is 
apparent, that the perpetuity of the Union demands them, does 
not patriotism, interest, self preservation, and every other pub- 
lic consideration, dictate to us the propriety of meeting that de- 
mand at the earliest period, and while its objects are attainable? 
And can we contemplate things as they are now presented to 
us, and say thatthe Union, for all time to come, will be presery- 
ed with no other guarantees than those we already possess, 
frittered down as they have been by loose and latitudinous con- 
struction? Does not the history of the past twenty years pre- 
sent to us an ominous warning of future events ¢ And may I not 
ask, if the present attitude of one of our sister States, does not 
give to that warning dn aspect fearful to contemplate ? 

South Carolina, giving a construction to the guarantees of the 
constitution, different from that given to it by a majority in Gon- 
gress, entertains the opinion that its preservative qualities have 
been destroyed; that her interests, as well as those of the other 
southern States, in that destruction, have been contemned and 
degraded; and that unless she falls back on her natural and 
reserved rights, and avails herself of her own means of protec- 
tion and defence, she has none; and acting upon this impress- 
ion, (whether right or wrong, it is now needless to diseuss,) she is 
preparing measures for a state of things which, if carried out, 
must, inevitably, and beyond the contingency of hope, 
result in a dismemberment of this once, and I trust still, glorious 
Union. And shall we, gentlemen, sit still, and look calmly and 
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supinely on, at the brewing of a coming storm, so portentons 
of evil to us and to the world, without making an effort to avert 
it? Are we not admonished by our love for the country and 
all its parts, to make that effort? Do you believe for a mo- 
ment, that ifa conflict of arms should unfortunately arise be- 
tween the Federal Government and South Carolina, that we 
can look quietly on, undisturbed by that conflict, and await its 
issue? Could wesee the blood of our patriot brothers and friends 
of South Carolina flow in a cause which had its origin in a de- 
sire to protect our rights as well as theirown, without affording 
them our sympathy and aid? Or could we see the torch of a 
domestic and servile war lighted up at the doors of the sons and 
daughters of those patriots of South Carolina who aided so much 
in conferring upon us the inestimable birthright of freemen, 
without rushing to their rescue? Ifso, Ihave greatly misun- 
derstood the character of my countrymen. Itistrne, that we 
may hope that such an issue will not be presented; but should 
it be, {and we have cause to fear it,) it requires no prophetic 
spirit to predict its result, and to tell where the whole South 
will be found. 

Then, cannot Texas do something towards averting such a ca- 
lamity? I sincerely trust she can. Let her instruct her Sena- 
tors and Representatives in Congress to introduce into their 
respective branches, propositions for amending the constitution 
of the United States, in such particulars as will give tu the South 
security for the future, in her domestic institutions, and which 
will be beyond cavil or construction. Let her address South 
Carolina in the language of kindness, friendship and affection ; 
and admonish her, that although secession may be a remedy to 
which a State may be ultimately driven, that it is a remedy of 
dernier resort, and te be looked to, only, when all others have 
been tried and failed. Let her send a commissioner to South 
Carolina, to consult with her politicians, and to urge them by 
all the ties of brotherly love and a common country, to defer 
action (which may nut be recalled) until other remedies and 
means of redress have been exhausted; and let her understand 
that if this catastrophe is forced upon her, she will have the 
sympathies and aid of Texas on her side. South Carolina, in a 
crisis as alarming as the present, listened to the voice of Vir- 
ginia in 1838, and by it the Union was saved; why may she 
not listen to the voice of Texas (though one of her youngest sis- 
ters) in 1551, when that voice is raised for the same beneficent 
purpose? 

We may hope that she will do so; and if she should not, we, 
at least, will have the consolation of knowing that we have en- 
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deavored, by casting oil upon the troubled waters, to save the 
ship of state from ruin and destruction. 
have, gentlemen, doubtless failed in this communication 
(already too extended) to make suggestions, and to recommend 
measures, which, with proper legislative action in reference to 
them; would advance the State in some of her substantial in- 
terests; but Iam assured that the wisdom and foresight of 
your collective body will supply my deficiencies; and you have 
my sincere pledge that I will heartily co-operate with you in 
your efforts to promote, by all legal and constitutional means, 
the general interests of the State, andthe particular interests of 
your constituency, without regard to sectional feeling or geopra- 
phical distinction. With the same determination on your part, 
a guarantee will be afforded, that when the legislative labors of 
your present sessidn shall have closed, you can offer to each 
other, congratulations for the harmony, good feeling and effi- 
ciency which have characterized them; and returning to your 
constituents, with the consolation of having discharged your 
duty, you will receive from them the plaudit of “ well done, 
thou good and faithful servant.” 
` You have assembled at an important period in the history of 
our State,-with universal health pervading it ; her citizens are 
enjoying the rewards of their labors in the’ abundance of its 
rich productions, and every where we have indications of pros- 
erity. 
: For these, and many other blessings, our expressions of grat- 
itude are signally due to the Supreme Ruler of the universe. 
P. H. BELL. | 

The Senate returned to their chamber. a 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing and Contingent 
Expenses be instructed to contract for the printing of copies 
of the Governor's message, and such parts of the acco mpanying 
documents, as said committee may find necessary to have print- 
ed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion f Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 

D 
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Trespay, November 11, 1851. 

The Senate was called to order by the President—roll called, 
quorum present—the journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Hill presented the memorial of sundry citizens of Free- 
stone county: referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of Nelson Morey, pray- 
ing for land : referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

e following communications were read: 
To the Senate of Texas, now in session in this city: 

Genttemen:—I have read your resolution, requesting the 
pastors of the respective Christian denominations in the city tv 
serve you with murning prayer, and have duly considered the 
ame. se 

I have felt a desire that such office should be filled; but as the 
other gentlemen of the clergy, (as I have learned,) at least a 
majority of them, have declined the honor, for reasons satisfac- 
tory to themselves, respect for their opinions, and also for the 
opinions of a respectable minority of the Senate, induce me, also, 
most respectfully to decline. Your ob't serv't, 

- W. A. SMITH, 
Pastor of the Methodist Church, Austin, Texas. 
Avstry, Texas, Nev. Sth, 1531. 
Mr. W. D. Muirr: 

Dear Sir:—Having received, through you, officially, the ac- 
tion of the Senate in reference to chaplain, I take this method of 
communicating, through you, tv that Honorable Body. that after 
mature consideration, 1 do hereby most respectfully decline 
acting, under the circumstances. 

Yours, with profound respect, 
FINIS E. FOSTER, 
Pastor of the Austin Congregation of the Cumberland Presby- 

terian Church. i 
Mr. W. D. Mirer, Sceretary of the Senate: 

Sir:—I have just received the resolution of the Senate, re- 
questing the resident ministers to act alternately as chaplain for 
them. 

Understanding that a large part of the Senate are opposed to 
having any chaplain, I must beg leave., as one of the resident 
ministers, most respectfully to decline serving. 

Yours, with all resy-eet, 
WM. M. BAKER, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church. 
Crry or Arsrix, Texas, Nov. Tth, 1351. 
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On motion of Mr. Wilson, the communications were laid on 
the table. 

Mr, Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a bill to change the name of Mary Angeline Middleton 
to that of Mary Angeline Gill, and a bill to repeal an act incor- 
porating the city of Brownsville, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Eddy, chairman of the committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses, made the following report: 

The committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was refer- 
red the resolution of the Senate, authorizing the Secretary of 
the Senate to purchase a suitable number of comfortable arm 
chairs with cushions, for-the use of the Senafe, have had the 
same under consideration, and, in view of the erection and com- 
pletion of a new builing designed and intended as a capitol, for 
the meeting of the next Legislature, and to avoid any additional 
expense, would report the same back to the Senate, and recom- 
mend its rejection. 

Mr. Burks submitted the following report: 

Comaurree-Room, Nov. 8th, 1851. 
To Honorable Jons A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The undersigned, a minority of the special committee to whom 
was referred the petition of James M. Day, a citizen of Guada- 
lupe county, respectfully begs leave to assign the reasons that, 
in part, have caused him to differ with a majority of said com- 
mittee. 

Standing alone in opposition to the matured opinions of the 
balance of the committee, would justify the silence, but for the 
importance of, and the growing tendency of, this system of 
legislating for special relief. The journals of past Legislatures 
will show a very Jarge number of acts of this description. The 
State has already granted a much larger number of- bounties, 
than there were ever soldiers engaged in her service, and yet 
the number of applications for special relief would appear to be 
increasing each year. 

Taking into consideration all the’testimony before us in this 
case, the undersigned is not fully satisfied that the disability of the 
petitioner was caused by the alleged wounds. This can only be 
a matter of opinion with the witnesses; while it is in testimony, 
that after the receiving of said wounds by the petitioner, for the 
space of twelve or eighteen months, he done good service as a 
common soldier. The disability might have originated from 
other causes, at variance with the honest opinion of the witnesses. 
And of the two surgeons, whose testimony was before us, (and 
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whose opinions are entitled to weight in cases of this sort,; 
there was a difference: one thinking the disability originated 
from the effects of said wounds, while the other was of opinion 
that it was produced by other causes. 

+ Many of the soldiers of Texas who were never wounded in 
battle, have become disabled from the exposure and hardships 
incident to the service, and have as much claim on the grati- 
tude of the State as many who were wounded; and yet none 
will be presumed to desire to open wider the door of relief in 
individual cases, franght, as it would be, with the most ruinous 
consequences to the best interests of the State. 


Painful as the task may be to stand in opposition to the 
wishes of a majority of the committee, and against the petition 
of one of the defenders of the honor and safety of Texas, vet the 
undersigned feels it to be a duty to report against the petition. 

Respectfully submitted. 
JOS. H. BURKS. 


Mr. Wilson, chairman of the committee on Education, to 
whom was referred a bill tu incorporate the Jasper Collegiate 
Institute, repurted the same back to the Senate, and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Wilson, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 

Cosunorree-Room, Nov. 10th, 1851. 
To the Honorable Soux A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, having duly considered the 
subject embraced in the motion instructing them tu “take un- 
der consideration the propriety of the passage of some law, by 
which a citizen of this State who conceives himself entitled to 
land. may institute suit in the District Court against the State,” 
have instructed me to report, that in reference to those classes 
of land claims mentioned in section 2 of article 11 of the Con- 
stitution of this State, the Legislature is without authority to 
re-open the courts, inasmuch as that section not only fixes a 
time within which such claims must be established, if at all, 
but absolutely bars all such claims as were not established 
within that period; that there is no other class of claims known 
to this committee, to which the motion under consideration 
could fairly apply; and that vour committe, very much doubt- 
ing the policy of re-opening the courts for this species of litiga- 
tion, even if the constitutional prohibitions were removed, could 
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not recommend an amendment of the constitution in this re- 
spect. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JAMES C. WILSON, 
One of the Committee. 

Mr, Grimes presented the memorial of the Rev. Daniel Baker, 
agent of Austin college: read, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, 
referred to the committee on Education, 

Mr. Duggan introduced a bill to provide an additional fand 
for the establishment of a system of public schools throughout 
the State of Texas: read first time. 

Mr. Hart introduced a, bill to amend the fourtl section of an 
act for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the vote which referred the resolu- 
tion of the Senate, instructing the committee on the Judiciary 
to report a bill granting pay to persons who may have slaves 
executed according to law, &c., was re-considered, and the mo- 
tion to refer withdrawn. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the resolution was amended by 
striking out “to report,” and inserting “to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of introducing.” 

On motion of Mr. Gray, it was further amended by striking 
out “ Judiciary Committee,” and inserting “ committee on State 
Affairs.” 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. Merriman introduced a bill to provide for the service of 
process issuing from Justices Courts in certain cases: read first 
time. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to abolish implied or secret liens 
on real estate: read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill regulating division fences: read. 
first time. 

Mr, Eddy presented the following preamble and resolutions 
of a meeting of the citizens of San Augustine county, held in the 
town of San Augustine on the 22nd February, 1851; which 
were read and ordered to be spread upon the journals: 
Wuereas, by the mournful dispensation of Divine Providence, 

Texas has been deprived of one of her ablest statesmen, and 

the first Congressional District of a most faithful Representa- _ 

tive; and, 

Wuersas, we deem. it due to the distinguished worth and 
public services of Maj. Kaufman, to make some expression. of 
our feelings of anguish at his loss; therefore, _ 

Resalued, That itis with deep regret, and unfeigned sorrow, 
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that we have heard of the death of Hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Representative of the first Congressional District of this State 
in the United States Congress. 

Resolved, That by his death, humanity has lost a friend, so- 
ciety an ornament, civil liberty a firm and undeviating adyo- 
cate, Texas an able statesman, the Union a warm and ardent 
supporter, and the world a philanthropist. ~ 

Resolved, That we sincerely condole with the bereaved widow 
and orphans of the deceased, for their inconsolable and irre- 
parable loss. 

Resolved, As an additional testimony of our loss, that 
some individual be appointed by the chairman of this meeting, 
to deliver an appropriate eulogy on the life and character of 
Maj. Kaufman, on the fourth of July next. 

Resolved, As a mark of respect for the distinguished dead, 
that the citizens of San Augustine county be requested to wear 
crape on the left arm for the space of thirty days. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be signed by the Chairman 
and Secretary of this meeting; that a copy of the same be for- 
warded to the family of the deceased; one to the Texas dele- 
gation in Congress, With a request to present them in the Senate 
and House of Representatives, as the sense of this meeting at 
the death of Maj. Kaufman ; one tothe State Legislature, with 
a request to insert them on their journals: one to the Washing- 
ton Union, with a request for publication, and that A. H. Evans. 
Esq., be also requested to publish the same in the Red-Land 

Herald. 
' Resolved, That this meeting adjourn te meet again, at some 
appropriate place, on the fourth of July next. 

Which said preamble and resolutions were, upon motion, 
unanimously adopted. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the Masonic Fraternity, to- 
gether with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
sons of Temperance, be requested to unite with the citizens 
generally in a public procession on the fourth day of July next. 

On. motion, the meeting adjourned to meet again on the 4th 
day of July next. 

JOHN G. LOVE, Chairman. 

Brrwep J. Lewis, Secretary. 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of the heirs of Levi P. 
Lockhart, praying tor land, referred tothe committee on Private 
Land ’Claims, 

On motion of Mr. Gray, so much of the Governor’s message 
as relates to the Judicial Départment and Attorney General's 
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report, was referred to the committee on the Judiciary—so 
much as relates to the Finances, to the committee on Finance— 
so much as relates to the public debt of the late Republic, to the 
committee on the Public Debt—so much as relates to our Fed- 
eral relations, to the committee on State Affairs—so much as 
relates to the public lands and Land Office, to the committee on 
Public Lands—-so much as relates to frontier defences and In- 
dian depredations, to the committee on Indian Affairs—and so 
much as relates to public schools and colleges, to the committee 
on Education. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on 
Printing and Contingent Expenses to contract for the printing 
of copies of the Governor's message, and such accompanying 
documents, as said committee may find necessary to have print- 
ed for the use of the Senate; read. 

Mr. Meusebach moved to amend the resolution by adding the 
following: x 

Andalso copies ofthe Governor’s message in the German- 
‘language, and copies of the message in the Spanish lan- 
guage; carried. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following as a substitute fer the reso- 
ution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing and Contingent 
Expenses be authorized and required to contract for the print- 
ing of ` copies of the Governor's message,and number 
of such of the accompanying documents as said committe 


may deem necessary, and number of the message in the, 
German, and number in the Spanish language, for the use 


of the Senate; rejected. - 

Mr. Parker moved to fill the first blank with 2,000; lost. 

Mr. Parker moved to fill it with 1.500; lost. l 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the blank was filled with 1,000. 

A motion of Mr. Meusebach, the second blank was filled 
with 270. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the third blank was filled with 
250. 

Mr. Hill moved to amend the resolution, by inserting 270 
copies of such of the accompanying documents as the commit- 
tee may deem necessary; carried. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the Senate adjourned until 3 
ajclock, p. m. 


56 


8 o'clock, P. m. 

The Senate was called to orderby the President pro tem—roll 
eailed—quorum present. 

A bill betier defining the boundaries of Cameron county; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the 
committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Jasper; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The resolution of the Senate, requesting the committee on 
Education, to report to the Senate, at as early a day as practica- 
ble, a bill to provide for the establishment and maintenance of 
a general and uniform system of free common public schools, 
throughout the State; read. - 

Mr. Hill moved to amend theresolution by striking out * prac- 
tieable,” and inserting the words, “ may by them be deemed ex- 
pedient;” carried, and resolution as amended adopted. 

The resolution of the Senate requesting the Governor to ob- 
tain from some competent architect, or master builder, a plan 
of a building fora State Capitol, etc; read. 7 

Mr. Hart moved to amend the resolution by striking out the 
words, * but on as cheap a plan as practicable 7° lost—the resolu- 
tion was then adopted. 

The resolution of the Senate, relative to the system of laws 
now in force, known as the Probate laws, etc.; read. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following as a substitute for the reso- 
lation: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instructed to re- 
port such amendments to the law relating to the estates of de- 
ceased persons, as may be deemed necessary by them; adopted. 

Mr. Davis offered the fulluwing resolution : 

Be it resolved, That the Judiciary committee be reqnired to 
inquire into the propriety and necessity of passing some law 
regulating the community property of husband and wife, in ease 
of the death of either, and repurt by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instructed to in- 
quire how far the laws intended to protect the rights of the 
heirs and next of kin of the Georgia battallion have been com- 
plied with, and whether by administrations or otherwise, the 

1eirs of the volunteers and soldiers of the army of Texas have 
been impeded in their rights, or defrauded of the money or 
lands due them for their services; and if it shall be so found, or 
appear to them, that these parties are not sufficiently protected, 


57 
that they be instructed to report a bill to protect them against 
the consequences of unauthorized interference with such estates, 
and to prevent and punish such attempts at fraud in future. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, that portion of the Governor’s mes- 
sage which relates to the uncertainty of tenure in lands in 
Peters’ Colony, be referred to a special committee. 

Messrs. Hill, Bogart and Bigelow, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. f 


Werpnesvay, November 12, 1851. 


Fhe Senafe was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—rol] called—quorum present—the journal of yes- 
terday read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the two Houses, with the concurrence of the Senate, would 
eleet a publie printer for the State at 11 o’clock to day. 

Mr. ‘Faylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims,-to whom was referred the petition of Richa:d Parmilee, 
assignee of Baltzar Orset, reported the same back to the Senate, 
and recommended that it be referred to the committee on Public 
Lands, 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Richard Parmlee, 
assignee of Cecilia Fernandes, reported the plows bill, and 
lecommended its passage : 

A bil} for the relief of Richard Parmlee: read first time. 

Mr. Merriman, from the committe on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred a bill to secure the right of redemption in lands sold 
under execution, reported that the committee have had the same 
under consideration, and are unanimously of opinion that the 
provisions of said bill are impolitic, inexpedient and unjust; and 
that the laws already in force are amply sufficient to protect all 
just rights of judgement debtors and creditors, contemplated by 
said bill; and, therefore, report the bill back to the Senate, and 
recummend that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred a bill to ineorporate the town of Jasper, reported the 
same back to the Senate, with the following substitute for the 
sixth section : g 
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Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the Mayor shall have 
jurisdiction, and exercise the powers, now conferred by law on 
qustices of the peace in criminal cases, over all offences commit- 
ted against the ordinances and decrees of the Mayor and Alder- 
men within the limits of said corporation.” 

Mr. Eddy, chairman of the committee on Printing, to whom 
was referred a bill to fix the rate of public printing, with amend- 
ments, reported a substitute for the same, and recommended its 
adoption and passage, 

Mr. Wilson, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of John R. Garnet, administrator of the estate of Jabez 
Fitzgerald, deceased, having duly considered the same, together 
with the record and other evidence thereunto attached, because 
it appears to the satistaction of the majority of said committee, 
that the State can be in no wise benefitted by the further prose- 
cntion of the snit in said petition mentioned, while the estate of 
the said Fitzzerald may be subjected to further loss and injury ; 
and because the committee deem it unnecessary and impolitic to 
pursue further the legal proceedings heretofpre had against the 
said estate, a majority of said committee have instructed me to 
propose the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 

A bill for the rehef of the estate of Jabez Fitzgerald, deceased. 

Mr. Gray submitted the fo.lowing counter report: 


Conmitrer-Room, Nov. 11, 1851. 
To the President of the Senate : 

The undersigned, a minority of the Judiciary Committee, re- 
grets that he is impelled to dissent to the report of the majority, 
on the petitidh of Jacob Garnett, administrator of Jabez Fitzge- 
rald, deceased. The facts presented, strongly appeal to the sym- 
pathy of every man, and truly constitute a case of hardship not 
ofiea laid before a Legislative body. It is, however, of a class of 
eases resulting from the neglect of agents employed by the party 
aggrieved, and for which the government is no way responsible. 
The judgment rendered against the estate of Fitzgerald, as one of 
the sureties of Williams, a defaulting tax collector, is 
manifestiy erroneous; and had the writ of error sued ont been 
faithfully prosecuted, there can be no donbt it would have been 
reversed. The neglect of the attorney of the adminstrator to 
prosecute the writ of error, from which fact, mainly, the injury 
complained of resulted, is no sufficient ground of relief by the 
Legislature from a judgment in favor of the government against 
the surety of a defaulter. However hard the circumstances of 
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the special case may be, E do not feel justified inè aiding to estab- 
lish @ precedent so fraught with results disastrous to the interests 
of the State, 1f followed ; and if not followed, then constituting a 
ease Of partial legislation. : 

Moreover, in this case, it is the opinion of the undersigned, that 
the judgment cannot be legally enforced against the estate of 
Fitzgerald, for having been rendered withon: notice to the admi- 
nistrator, as 1s apparent on the record, itis a void judgment, oi no 
force in law or equity. True, it will cost the estate some ex- 
pense to resist the payment of the claim; but it is far better that 
this loss should be incurred by it, than that an evil precedent 
should be established by the Legislature in granting relief. 

Respectully submitted, P. W. GRAY. 


Mr. Reaves, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred a bill to allow the county of Cameron to levy a spe- 
cial tax, reported the same back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Freestone county, 
reported the following bill, which was read a first time: 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Freestone. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

‘Fhe committee on the Judiciary have considered the bill to 
repeal the third section of the act regulating estrays, and to pre- 
scribe the mode of advertising estrays, and instruct me to report 
favorably thereon. 

In examining the law of estrays, however, several other amend- 
ments have been proposed and concurred in by the committee, as 
worthy of adoption, In order to act on the whole subject a 
once, we propose the enclosed bill, to be entitled “Anact to amend 
the estray law,” as a substitute for that referred. It includes th 
proposed change of the manner of advertising, and also throws 
some wholesome guards around the sales of estrays, 

Mr. Gray, from the same committee, made the following re- 
port: 

Committee Room, Nov. 12, 1851. 
To the President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary have had under consideration, 
+A bill to amend the 67th section of an act to organize Justices 
Courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same.” 
They instruct me to report, that the object of the bill isa good 
one, proposing, as it does, to.remedy an evil much complained of 
by the people, by affordrng 4 simpler and easier mode of redress 
tor parties aggrieved by judgments of justices of the peace, By 
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decisions of the Supreme Court, the right of appeal to the District 
Court from justices has been declared unconstitational, whereby 
parties aggrieved by judgments in these courts are forced to re- 
sort to the writ of certiorari, as provided by the section of the law 
proposed to be amended. This remedy, as the law now stands, is 
both expensive and insufficient; but, at the same time, well 
adapted to the class of cases it was originally framed to meet. 
The Supreme Court, by their decisions, indicated a mode by 
which causes could be readily removed from Justices Courts to 
the District Courts, answerng very nearly the purposes of an 
appeal. THe bill referred, is intended to comply with those de- 
cisions, but the committee think it not advisable to amend the 
section of the justices law as proposed, and instruct me to report 
the enelosed substitute for the bill réferred, to be entitled “An 
act concerning writs of certiorari from justices courts.” It will 
answer all the purposes designed by the bill referred, and leave 
the other remedy still in force. P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of thecammittee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, to whom was referred a biil better defining the 
boundaries of Cameron county, reported the same back to the 
Senate, and recommended its passage. 

Messrs. Bogart, Davis, Gray, Wilson, Eddy, Hill, Dugean, 
Reaves, Bigelow, Burks, Armstrong and Doane, were appointed 
a committee on apportioument, 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the Secretary of the Senate was in- 
structed to ask the Honse to furnish the Senate with the docu- 
ments accompanying the Governor’s message. 

Mr. Williams moved thatthe Senate accept the invitation of 
the House to go into the election of Public Printer ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, a bill for the relief of James M. Day 
together with the report of the Select committee thereon, was 
taken up and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to repeal the thirteenth, four- 
teenth and fifteenth sections ofan act concerning wills, approved 
January 28th, 1840; read first time. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill authorizing juror’s tickets to be 
paid out ofthe State tax ; read first time. è 

Mr. Reaves introduced a bili to amend the third section of an 
act fo define the time of holding the District Courts for the fifth 
and sixth Judicial Districts, approved February 11th, 1850; read 
first time. ~ 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill for the relief of such persons as 
have emigrated to Texas under the provisions of an act of the 
Republic of Texas, granting land to emigrants; read first time. 
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Mr. Gray introduced a bill to provide for obtaining possession 
and control of the five million stock bonds, due by the United 
States to Texas, and the interest thereon; read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Eddy, Mr. Davis was added to the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements, and Mr. Armstrong to the com- 
mittee on Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Dancy was added to the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements, 

On motion of Mr, Armstrong, Mr. Bogart was added to the 
committee on Private Land. Claims, 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule requiring reports to lie on 
the tabie one day was suspended, and the report of the committee 
on printing, offering a substitute for the bill to fix the rate of 
publie priating, was taken up, read, and adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bijl was amended, by adding af- 
ter the ward bond, the words, * payable to the Governor and his 
successors in office ;” the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was further suspended ; 
bill read third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the House, transmitting the 
documents accompanying the Governors message. 


The following communication was received and read. 


To the Honorable the Senate of Texas: 


In compliance with the reqnest annexed to the resolution 
passed by your Honorable Body, on the 6th inst; a copy of which 
was placed in my hands by your Secretary, I have notified the 
several ministers included in that resolution. We have not 
been able, however,to hold a general meeting, andIcan only 
reply for myself. 

Believing that the office of Chaplain ought to be filled, and 
that the resolution of the Senate, to divide the duties between the 
several Pastors, to be right, and feeling the weight of the com- 
mand, “ first of all things, to offer up prayers for those who are 
in authority, and for rulers,” [have the honor to accept your 
Kind invitation, and hope others may also accept. I am therefore 
prepared to enter upon the duties of the office, or to co-operate 
with any one, or all of the ministers included. 

I have the honor to be yours, with profound respect, 


G.G. BAGGERLY. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to change the name of Mary Angeline Middleton to that 
of Mary Angeline Gill; read third time aud passed. 
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A bill to repeal an act ineorporating the city of Brownsville; 
read third time. 

Mr. Duggan moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, it was re-committed to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. = 

A bill requiring the holders of the liabilities of the late Re pub- 
lic of Texas, for which the revenues of said Republic were spe- 
cially pledged, to file releases with the government of the United 
States; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, referred 
to the committee on the Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock, 
p. m. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill to incorporate the Jasper Collegiate Justitute, together 
with the report of the committee on Education thereon, recom- 
mending its passage, was read. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the bill by striking out the words, 
“beit further enacted,” wherever they occur; lost. The bill was 
then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Sterne moved that the Secretary appoint some snitable 
person to fold and envelope the documents and papers received 
by the Senate, and prepare-the same for the mails, his compensa- 
tion not to exceed one dollar per day ; lost. 

The report of the committee on Contingent Expenses, on the 
resolution authorizing the Secretary of the Senate to purchase a 
suitable number of comfortable arm chairs, for the use of the 
Senate, was read and adopted. 


A biil to provide an additional fund for the establishment of a 
system of public schools throughout the State of Texas; read 
second time. - 

Mr. Gray moved to amend the bill by adding the following ad- 
ditional section : 

“Sec. 3. That the further sum of forty thousand dollars of said 
bonds be appropriated to replace the school fund borrowed by the 
State, by an act passed at the second extra session of the Legis- 
lature.” 


On motion of Mr. Duggan, the bill and amendment were re- 
ferred to the committee on Education. 


An act to amend the fourth section of an act for the relief of 
the citizens of Mercer’s colony; read second time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Hart, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 


A bill to provide for the serving of process issuing from Justices 
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courts in certain cases ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Scott, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill regulating division fences; read second time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr, Bigelow, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to abolish implied or secret liens on real estate; read 
secand.time, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. - 

T'he resolution of the Senate, requiring the committee on the 
Judiciary te inquire into the propriety and necessity of passing 
some law regulating the community property of husband and’ 
wife, &c., was read and adopted. 

The resolution of the Senate, instructing the committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into the situation of the lands granted by the 
State to the Georgia battallion, &c.; read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, November 13, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—roll called---quorum present—prayer by the Rey. 
Mr. Baggerly—the journat of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presented a memonal of sundry citizens of the 
State, on the subject of education: referred to the committee on 
Education. 

Mr. Hart presented the petition of William M. Christy: refer- 
ted to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Truit presented the petition of Richard Hooper: read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Truitt, referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

Mr. Truit presented the petition of the heirs of Nancy Wil- 
liams, deceased: read, and, on motion of Mr. Truit, referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Reaves, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to amend the fourth section of the act regulating attachments, 
have instructed me to report, that they have had the same under 
consideration ; and they are unanimously of opinion that the bill, 
if passed, would be fraught with mischief, and open a door to 
vexatious and harrassing litigation, They further believe, that 
the writ of attachment is an extraordinary process, and should 
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not be resorted to under any ordinary circumstances; and if au- 
thorized by law to be issued against a party for leaving the county 
of his residence, the rights of parties woul! be greatly endan- 
gered, and subjucted to ruinous bills of costs, in many eases, 
without any just, or even probable cause for the issuance of such 
writ. They are, therefore, unanimously agreed in reporting the 
bill back to the Senate, and recommending its rejection 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
_ Claims, to whom was referred the petitions of Sophia Sanders, of 

Ne'son Morey, of Nancy A. Roberts, and of Emanuel Clements, 
reported the following bill, and recommended its passage : 

fs A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named: read 
first time. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Francis Ramsdale, reported 
the same back to the Senate, and recommended thet it be referred 
to the committee on Ciaims and Accounts, 

Mr. Wilson moved that, 

Werereas, Mr. John M. Jones, of Galveston, has, at much 
trouble, obtained copies of many treatises on the different systems 
of education in Europe and America, which he kindly offers to 
the Senate fer the use of the committee on Education; there- 
fore, the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to tender to Mr. 
Jones the thanks of the Senate, and to take measures for obtain- 
ing said books ; and that any expense which may accrue for the 
transportation of said books from Galveston, be paid out of the 
contingent fund. Carried. 

Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Militia be requested to 
examine into the situation of the Adjutant-General’s office, and 
to report upon the practicability of abolishing the same, or far 
transferring a portion of said office to the Land, or Auditor’s of- 
fice, and of making it a bureau in said offices, and to report by 
bill or otherwise. 


Mr. Gray made the following report: 


ComMITTEE-Room, Nov. 13, 1851. 
To the President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered the subject 
of the resolntion, instructing them to enquire concerning the ope- 
ration of the laws intended to protect the rights of the heirs of 
deceased soldiers, and if found deficient, to report a bill as a re- 
medy. The committee are well satisfied that evils now exist, 
arising from a supposed repeal of the laws referred to, and that 
it is proper to remove all doubts on the subject. It is not in the 
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power of the Legislature to annul acts done under administra- 
tions already opened. If they were legally opened, there is no 
constitutional mode of avoiding the proceedings, but they may 
be acted on prospectively. The enclosed bill, the preamble of 
which expresses the object of the committee, will supply the re- 
medy needed. P, W. GRAY, Chairman. 

A bill concerning estates of deceased soldiers: read first time. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill for the relief of Isaac MeGary : 
read first time. l 

Mr Truit introdnced a bill-to grant a ferry privilege to H. L. 
Brook : read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the resoln- 
tion instructing them to take into consideration the propriety of 
passing some law, by which any citizen of this State who con- 
ceives himself entitled to lands thay institute suit in the District 
Court, against the State, was read and adopted. 

A bill better defining the boundaries of Cameron county: read 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the bill to 
amend the 67th section of an act to organize Justices’ courts, 
and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, &e., of 
fering as a substitute therefor, “a bill concerning writs of cer- 
tiorari from Justices’ courts;” read and adopted; and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill was laid on the table until to- 
morrow. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the bill to 
repeal the third section ofthe“ actregulating estrays, and to pre- 
scribe the mode of advertising estrays,” offering a substitute 
therefor, was read, and substitute adopted. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the bill by striking out “sixty 
days,” and inserting twelve months. 

Mr. Taylor moved a division of the question—the question to 
strike out was taken and carried. 

The question then recurred’on the motion of Mr. Grimes, to 
fill the blank with twelve months, which motion Mr, iil moved 
to amend by inserting two years; lost—the blank was then 
filled with twelve months. 

Mr. Williams offered to amend the bill by adding the follow- 
ing proviso at the end of section 1: “Provided, that if such 
notice cannot be published in said county for the fee herein al- 
lowed, then the same may be published in the nearest paper in 
which the same can be published for the fee ;” adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

E 
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The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to se. 
es the right of redemption in lands sold under execution, was 
read. 

Mr. Day moved to reter the bill and the report to a select 
committee; lost. 

The Senate refused to adopt the report. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the bill was referred to a select 
committee. Messrs. Truit, Parker and Hill were appointed 
said committee. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill toin- 
corporate the town of Jasper, offering a substitute for the sixth 
section, was read and adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to allow the county of Cameron to levy a special tax; 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petition of Richard Parmalee, assignee of Baltazar Orset, re- 
commending that it be referred to the committee on Public 
Lands, was read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of the estate of Jabez Fitzgerald, dee’d; 
read first time. 

A Dill for the relief of Richard Parmalee, assignee, &c.; 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, 

. m. 
: 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Parmalee, assignee, &c., being 
under consideration when the Senate adjourned, was again 
taken up. 

Mr. fin moved to amend the bill by striking out “Richard 
Parimalee,” and inserting after “ Cecilio Fernandez,” the words, 
“his heirsor assignees.” 

Mr. Gray offered as a substitute for the bill, 

A bill to authorize the commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents on land eertificates issued by the Su- 
preme or District courts, which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was amended by inserting 
after the words “issued by,” the words “or by order of.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burleson, Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Williams and Wilson—17 


Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Day, Eddy, Hart, Taylor and 
Truit—7 
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A bill to repeal the thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth sec- 
tions of an act concerning wills, approved January 28, 1840; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred tothe 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A. bill to amend the third section of an act to define the time 
of holding the District courts for the fifth and sixth Judicial Dis- 
tricts; approved February 11, 1850; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Parker, referred to a select committee, to be 
composed of one Senator from each Judicial District. | 

A bill for the relief of such persons as have emigrated to 
Texas under the provision of an act of the Republic of Texas 
granting land to emigrants, &c.; read second time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Hart, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

A bill to provide for obtaining possession and control of the 
* five millions stock bonds, due by the United States to Texas, and 
the interest thereon; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Gray, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Freestone; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill authorizing jurors’ tickets to be paid out of the State 
tax; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred 
to the committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill providing for the payment of 
the debt of the late Republic of Texas, was taken from the table 
and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a bill to incorporate the Jasper Collegiate Institute 
correctly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


\ 
1 


e reed 


Fermar, November 14, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pro tem.— 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called—quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday read and adopted, 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of James Hall, praying 
for land; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Eddy presented the petition of Paul G. Swift, praying for 
mining privileges; referred to the committee on State Affairs, 

Mr. Bigelow, from the cominittee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 
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CoMMITTEE Room, November 14, 1951, 
To the Hon. J. A. GREER, : 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act regulating fees te be charged in criminal 
cases, have had the same under consideration, anda majority of 
said committee have instructed me to report, that af present no 
provision is made by liw for the payment of the fees of Sheriffs, 
and the Clerks of the District courts, in criminal cases where the 
defendants are acquitted, and that in a very large proportion of 
cases where the defendants are convicted those officers receive no 
compensation for their services, in consequence of the parties 
convicted not having property sufficient to pay the cost of prose- 
cution. 

That the fees at present allowed to clerks of the District Courts, 
and Sheriffs, in civil cases, are no more than sufficient to com- 
pensate them for the services rendered in that particular branch of 
their duty, and that whi.e they arecompelled by law, tolabor for the 
promotion of the general welfare and tranquility of the State, the 
State should, in return, render to them a fair and reasonable com- 
pensation for that labor, and have instructed me to report the ac- 
companying bill, as a substitute for the original, aud to recom- 
mend its passage, which is respectfully submitted. 

ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, | 
One of the commitee. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land. 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of William A. Cristy, 
reported: ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of William M. Cristy, which was 
read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the petition of Mrs. George S. Hyde, reported, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of George Hamilton, deed; 
read first time. ` 

Mr. Reaves introduced a bill to amend the fourth section of an 
act to regulate the descent and distribution of intestate’s estates, 
approved March 18, 1848; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a bill to amend an act to regulate pro- 
ceedings in the county courts, relative to guardians and wards, 
passed March 20, 1848; read first time. 

Mr. Wilson introduced a joint resolution for the relief of Jos. 
W. E. Wallace; read first time. i 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill for the relief of Barnwell D. 
Basford, (with accompanying documents;) read firsttime. 
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Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to repealan act, authorizing and 
requiring the county courts to issue unconditional certificates in 
certain cases, approved Sept. 5,1850; read first time. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill authorizing the several counties of 
the State to levy special taxes for county purposes; read first 
time. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following resolution: 

feesolued, That the committee on the Judiciary be required 
to inquire into the expediency of amending the criminal law, 
so as to abolish capital punishment, and to report by bill or oth- 


erwise. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, recom- 
mending that the petition of Francis Ramsdale, be referred to 
the cummittee on Claims and Accounts, was read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein mentioned, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on Private Land Claims, . 
ee its passage, was read, and ordered bill to be en- 
grossed. 

” The report of the committee on a bill to amend the fourth sec- 
tion of the actregulating attachments, recommending its rejec- 
tion, was read and adopted by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Burleson, Dancy, 
Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Mer- 
riman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and 
Wikiams—21. : 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Hart, Truit and Wilson—4. 

The resolution of the Senate, requesting the committee on 
the Militia, to examine into the situation of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s office, &c., &e., was read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of such persons as have emigrated to 
Texas under the provisions of an act of the Republic of Texas, 
granting land to emigrants; read second time, and on motion 
of Mr. Bogart, referred to the committee on Publie Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac McGary; read second time, and 
> sone of Mr. G.imes, referred to the committee on Public 

ebt. 

A. bill for the relief of the estate of Jabez Fitzgerald, dec’d; 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burleson, Davis, 
Day, Doane, Duggan, Hart, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Reaves, Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson—17. 
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; Nays—Messrs. Burks, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Scott and Tay- 
or—6. 

A bill eoncerning writs of certiorari, from Justices courts; 
read second time. . 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill was amended by striking 
out the word “petition,” wherever it oceurs, and inserting 

“application in writing.” 

Mr. Davis moved to amend, by striking out “have had in- 
justice done him,” and inserting, “believes he has had injustice 
done him;” adopted. 

Mr. Daney moved to amend, by striking out the words, “ un- 
der oath,” in first section; adopted. _ 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out the words “de- 
novo,” and inserting the word “ anew,” in third section; adopted. 

Mr. Davis moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. 

Mr. Day moved toamend the bill, by inserting after “Sheriff,” 
the words, “or any legal officer;” rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill concerning estates of deceased soldiers; read second 
time. 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the bill, by striking out all of sec- 
tion three to the word “ for,” in fifth line, and inserting, 

“Sec. 3. In all cases where letters of administration may have 
been sued out heretofore by such unauthorized persons, such let- 
ters shall not entitle them to receive from any officer of the State, 
or other person, anv patent for land or land claim, money, or evi- 
dence of debt to which said deceased soldier may have been’ en- 
titled, unless they shall produce to such officer or person the 
authority or consent contemplated by this act, and it shall not 
be lawtul;” and bv substituting the following for section four: 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, that in all cases where letters 
of administration have been sued out without such consent of 
the heirs, it shall be the duty of the several Chief Justices of 
the county court, by advertisement as required in applications 
for administration, to require persons who may have so-obtained 
letters of administration to file with them the authority or con- 
sent contemplated by this act, and all persons failing so to do, 
shall be, without further notice, summarily removed from such 
administrations, and be required to hand over to the Clerk of 
the county court the property or evidences of right belonging to 
such deceased soldiers, in their hands; and that this act take 
effect from and aftet its passage.” 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill and the amendments were 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
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A bill to grant a ferry privilege to H. L. Brook; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Truit, referred to the.committee on 
Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill incorporating the Jasper Collegiate Institute; read- 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Danc 
Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—24, 

Nays—none : 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. l 


Austin, November 15, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called—quorum present. 

Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Henry L. Kinney, Senator elect trom District No. 25, 
composed of the counties of Nueces, Webb, San Patricio and 
Refugio, presented his credentials, took the oath prescribed by 
the constitution, and his seat. 

A communication addressed to the President of the Senate, 
from the Chief Justice of Nueces county, marked contested elec- 
tion, was, on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred, together with 
the credentials of Mr. Kinney, to the committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Wesley W. Hanks, 
reported a bill for his relief, which was read first time. 

r. Bigelow, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred a, bill to regulate division fences, reported a substi- 
tute therefor, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, . 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz : 

, A bill to amend an act to create the county of Freestone ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Jasper ; 

A bill to authorize thé county court of Cameron county, to 
levy a special tax for two years; and 

A. bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 
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Mr. Scott,from the same committee, reported correctly en- 
grossed the following bills, to wit: 

A bill better defining the boundaries of the county of Cam- 
eron; 

A bill to amend the Estray law, approved, February 8,1850 ; 

And, a bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue patents on land certificates issued by the 
Supreme or District Courts. i 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate, that the House had passed the following bills; 

A bill to admit Roger Q. Mills to practise’ law in the courts 
of this State ; a 

A bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
mileage of the members of the Fourth Legislature of Texas, 
convened November 3, 1851: and 

A bill to make valid the use of certain seals by the officers 
of the county court of Galveston county ; 

Also, that the louse had passed a resolution, requesting the 
Senate to meet the House of Representatives in their Hall, on 
this day, at 11 o’clock, for the purpose of electing a Public 
Printer. 2 

Mr. Davis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Dr. James B. Miller have the privilege of a 
seat within the bar of the Senate Chamber, during the present 
session of the Legislature, in consideration of important and 
beneficial services rendered by him to the cause of the revolu- 
tion which severed Texas from the Government of Mexico, and 
resulted in the establishment of the Republic of Texas, as 
well as important and beneficial services rendered the Republic 
of Texas, up to the close of the convention which formed the 
constitution for the State of Texas, of which he was a member. 

Be it further resolved, That a copy of this resolution be for- 
warded to him by the Secretary of the Senate. 

Mr. Parker introduced a bill supplementary to an act to au- 
thorize and require the County Courts to issue unconditional 
certificates in certain cases; read first time. 

Mr. Parker introduced a bill to require the return of field- 
notes in certain cases; read first time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The resolution of the Senate, requiring the committee on the 

Judiciary to enquire into the E ofamending the crim- 


inal law, so as to abolish capital punishment, etc. ; was read and 
adopted. 
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Mr. Scott moved that the Secretary of the Senate be instruct- 
ed to inform the House, that the Senate accept their invitation 
to meet them in the Hall of the House of Representatives, at 
11 o'clock to day, for the purpose of electing a. Publie Printer ; 
ue which motion the yeas and nays were called, and were as 
follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Day, Scott and Taylor—3. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Dancy, 
Davis, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Truit, Williams 
and Wilson—21. Lost. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to legalize certain records of 
the county court ef Lamar county; read first time. 

A,bill to repeal an act authorizing the County Courts to 
issue unconditional certificates in certain cases; read second ` 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, referred to the committee 
on State Affairs, 

A bill authorizing the.several counties of the State to levy 
special taxes for county purposes; read second time, and, on 
rane of Mr. Williams, referred to thé committee on the Ju- 

iclary, 

A joint resolution for the relief of William M. Cristy; read 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of George Hamilton, de- 
ceased ; read, and, on motion of Mr. Williams, laid on the table 
until Monday, the 17th inst. : 

A. bill to amend the fourth section of an act, to regulate the 
descent and distribution of intestate estates; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend an act. to regulate proceedings in county 
courts, in relation to guardians and wards, approved March 20, 
1848 ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Tayler, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Joseph W. E. Wallace. 

j Mr. Parker moved to refer it to the committee on Finance ; 
ost. 

On motion of Mr, Dancy, it was referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts, 

A bill for the relief of Barnwell:D. Basford; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the commit- 

« tee an Finance. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill regu- 

lating fees to be charged in criminal cases, offering a substitute 
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therefor, was read and adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, 
laid on the table until Monday the 17th inst. i 

The following bills from the House, were severally read first 
time, to wit: 

A bill toadmit Roger Q. Mills to practise law in the courts 
of this State. 

A bill to make valid the use of certain seals of the officers of 
the county court of Galveston county. 

A bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
mileage of the members of the Fourth Legislature of Texas, con- 
vened November 3, 1851. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named; read 
third time, and, on motion Mr. Davis, laid on the table until 
Thursday the 20th inst. $ 

A bill authorizing the county court of Cameron county to 
levy a special tax for two years; read third time and passed. 

A a to incorporate the town of Jasper; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue patents’on land certificates issued by, or by or- 
der of the supreme or district courts; read third time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on the Judicia- 

y. 

A bill better defining the boundaries of the county of Came- 
ron ; read third time, and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, laid on 
the table until Monday the 17th inst. 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Freestone; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to amend the estray law, approved February 8, 1850 ; 
read third time and passed. r 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until Mon- 
day morning 10 o’clock. 
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Monpay, November 17, 1851. 


‘The Senate was called to order by the President—prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called—quorum present. 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the ILouse had passed the following bills, to wit: A 
bill to establish the terms of the Supreme Court.—A bill to per- 
mit Mary Madison to remain in this State —A bill to authorize 
the county court of Smith County to levy an additional tax, 
for the purpose of building a court house—A bill to amend 
an act to permanently locate the seat of justice of Denton Coun- 
ty—appruved Nov. 26, 1850—and a bill for the relief of John 
Powers. 

Mr. Sterne presented the memorial of J. A. Ragan ; read 
and referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. - 

Mr. Sterne also presented the petition of Theresa Tyler, 
asking for land; referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims » 

Mr, Hill presented the petition of Joseph Coody. adminis- 


į trator of the estate of Shadrach Coody. asking for land; refer- 


red to the committee on Private Land Claims. 
The following communication was read: 


To the Senate of the State of Texas, now in session: 
Genrtemen: At the suggestion of the Rev. Mr. Baggerly, 
who hes accepted of the appointment to serve you as chaplain, 
and at the request of some of my friends in your body, 1 have 
reconsidered my decision, and have concluded to take a part 
in the performance of the duties of chaplain to your branch of 


the State Legislature. Respectfully, W, A. SMITH. 
Austin City, Texas, Nov. 15, 1851. of Meth. Church. 


Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the petition of Samuel G. Wells, reported 
the same back to the Senate and asked that it be referred to 
the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Grimes, from the same committee, to which was referred 
s bill to provide for the apportionment of the old debt of Har- 
rison county, among the connties of Harrison, Upshur and Pa- 
nola, reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate, a bill to authorize juror’s tickets to be paid out of the 
State tax, and recommended that no further action be had therc- 
On, 
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Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill for the relief of Barnwell D. Basford, re- 
ported that they had had the same under consideration, "and 
find the claim for which the relief is prayed, to be for fees of 
office, as clerk of the district court of Travis county, in cases 

gainst sundry persons where the State was aparty. There be- 
ing no law subjecti ing the State to such charges, your commit- 
tee are of opinion, that it would be inexpedient to pass the bill. 
They therefore recommend to the Senate, that no further action 
be had thereun, and that they be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Scott, chairman of the committee on Privileges and 
Elections, made the following report: 


Coxamrrnen Room, November 17, 1851. 
To the Hon. J. A. GREER, 
Presid: at of the Senate: 

The committee on Priv ileges and Elections, to whom was re- 
ferred the ducuments pertaining tu the contested election be- 
tween L. M. Rogers, and Heury L. Kinney, have had the 
same under consideration, and report that they "find no testimo- 
ny with the papers referred, to sustain anv charge there alleged, 
and that they žad a certidicate trom the chief justice of Nueces 
ecunty, certifying that Henry L. Kinney received 404 votes, 
which wasa majority of all the votes pollea for the office of 
senator in the 25th senatorial district, and the committee find 
that said certificate compares exactly with the transcript of the 
record of the poll book, and that they are of opinion from the 
papers referred, that H. L. Kinn ney is entitled to his seat, and all 
the privileges and immunities belonging thereto, All of which 

is respectfully submitted. WM. T. SCOTT, 
Chairman. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Debt be instrneted 
to enquire into the justice and propriety of making some gen- 
eral provision for the auditing of the claims against the govern- 
ment, for property taken or destroyed by the armies of Texas, 
and by the enemy, previous to annexation. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a billto amend an act to incorporate 
the Austin Collage; read first time. 

Mr. Sterne introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Haden Arnold decd; read first time. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to incorporate Battle Creek Acade- 
my, in the county of Navarrd; read first time. 
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The President appointed Messrs. Reaves, Williams, Eddy, 


Merriman, Day, Wilson, Armstrong, Bigelow, Grimes, Taylor, 
Sterne and Doane, a committee upon a bill to amend the 3d 
section of an ct to define the time of holding the district courts 
for the éti ond) Oty judicial Districts, approved Feb. 11, 1850. 
Fas 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of George Hamilton, dec'd ; 
read second time. P 

Mr. Williams offered a substitute for the bill, which was 
adopted, and Dill ordered to be engrossed. 

A. bill supplementary to anact regulating fees of office; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

A bill better defining the boundaries of Cameron county ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to authorize and require the 
county courts to issne unconditional certificates iu certain 
cases; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred 
to the committee on State Affairs. : 

A. bill to require the return of field-notes in certain cases ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to con- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of Wesley W. Hanks; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to legalize certain records of the county court of La- 
mar county; read second time, and. on motion of Mr. Williams, 
referred to the eommittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill tu admit Roger Q. Mills to practise law in the courts 
of this State; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A. bill to make valid the use of certain seals by the officers 
of the county court of Galveston county; read second time 


and passed to a third reading. - 

A bill making an appropriation forthe per diem pay and mile- 
age of the members of the Fourth Legislature of Texas, conven- 
ed November 3d, 1851; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr, Parker, referred to the committee on Finance. 

The following bills from the Jlouse were severally read a 
first time, to wit: 

A bill tv amend an act to: permanently locate the seat of 
justice of Denton county, approved Nov. 26, 1850. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Smith county to levy 
an additional tax, for the purpose of building a courthouse. 

A bill to permit Mary Madison to remain in this State. 
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A bill to establish the terms of the Supreme Court, and 

A bill for the relief of John Powers. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill reg- 
ulating divisional fences, offering a substiute therefor, was read 
and adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill was refer- 
red to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

The resolution of the Senate, inviting Dr. James B. Miller 
to a seat within the bar of the Senate during the present ses- 
sion, &c: read. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment : add, “and al- 
e0 all those who fought in the battle of San Jacinto, at the 
storming of San Antonio, at Concepcion, at the Grass fight, 
and the heirs of those who were massacred on the plains of 
Goliad, also all rangers who have served in the Texas army for 
six months.” 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning: 


Torspay, November 18, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant 
to adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll call- 
ed—quorum present. 

Absent, Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Day and Merriman. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bogart presented the petition of Oliver Hedgcoxe; re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill to require the return of field-notes in 
certain cases, reported the following amendments thereto: 

Amend by inserting after “ 1851,” in the fourth line, “and 
since the ist day of January, 1838.” Amend the fourth section 
by inserting after the word “ map,” in the ninth line, “ provided, 
that nothing in this act shall prevent the owners of surveys in 
Fisher and Miller’s colony, or Castro’s colony, from returning 
their field notes at any time before the first day of Jauuary, 
1854. 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate a bill to repeal an act authorizing and requiring the 
county courts to issue unconditional certificates in certain cases, 
and recommended its rejection. 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, to which was referred 
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the petition of Paul G. Swift, asking the privilege of working 
mines in Eastern Texas, reported it inexpedient to legislate upon 
the subject at this time. 

Mr. Wilson, from the committee on State Affairs, made the 
following report: 

The committee on State Affairs have considered the petition 
of Win. Grinder, praying payment of the value of a negro slave 
hitherto executed under sentence of law; and because the com- 
mittee do not deem it expedient to legislate back, though they 
think some law of a kindred character necessary for the future, 
they have instrueted me to report adversely to the claim. But 
inasmuch as it is made apparent to the committee that the pe- 
titioner incurred much expense, and was subjected to much 
trouble in defending himself against an illegal execution for the 
costs of the trial and execution of his said slave, they have in- 
structed me to report the accompanying bill to indemnify him 
for the same, and respectfully recommend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of William Grinder; read first time. 

Mr. Wilson, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred a resolution requesting them to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of passing a law, giving to the owners of slaves which may 
hereafter be executed, unc balf of the value of such slaves, re- 
ported, 

A bill granting to the owners of slaves which may be execu- 
ted, une half the value of such slaves; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Ambrose 
Hillburn, reported the same back and recommended its pas- 
sage. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the petitions of William Grooms and Thomas N. Little, report- 
ed a bill for their relief, which was read first time. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a Dill to legalize certain records of the 
county cvurt of Lamar county, reported the followigg amend- 
ments : 

In the title before the word “records,” insert “acts and;” 
and before eounty, insert “clerk of the.” In first section 
second line, after the word “acts,” insert “and records;” and 
recommended their adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Gray made the following report.: 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to be 
entitled an act to abolish implied or secret liens on real estate, 
` and report that they approve the object of the bill. There is a 
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species of incumbrances on real estate recognized by law, and 
generally known as the vendors lien, for unpaid purchase 
money, which generally rests on no safer basis than the verbal 
testimony and uncertain memory of witnesses. This class of 
cases is an exception to, and manifest departure from the gen- 
eral policy of the laws relative to titles and incumbrances on 
real estate, and has doubtless been productive of much litiga- 
tion, and not unfrequently of fraud and perjury. There can 

no good reason why such liens should not be established by 
written evidence, which may be recorded, and thus brought to 
the knowledge of all interested, as is required for other liens or 
incumbrances. The etfect of the law proposed will in a great 
measure obviate the evils referred to, by requiring sueb liens to 
be in writing, and the committee recommend the passage of 
the bill. E 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed the following bills, to wit: 

A bill for the reliet of Wesley W. Hauks; a bill concerning 
writs of certiorari from Justices courts; a bill for the relief of 
the estate of Jabez Vitzzerald, decd; a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Gecrge Hamilton, deed; and a joint resolution for the 
relief of William M. Cristy. 

My. Eddy introduced a Lill to regulate the sales ef Sheriffs 
and other officers, &c.: and a bill regulating sales by adminis- 
trators and executors, &e., which were read first time. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to amend the 17th section of the 
act to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado rail- 
road company; read first time. $ 

Mr. Reaves introluccd a bill to authorize David Hin to con- 
struct a bridge acress the Sabine river; read rst time. 

Mr, Davis introduced a bill to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Lend Otice tu issue patents in certain cases; read 
first time. 

Mr. Sterne introduced a bill for the relief of Charles Che- 
vallier, assignee of Napoleon Devaltz; read firet time. 

Mr. Scott olfered the following resolution : 

Resclied, That the committee on State Afairs, be requested 
to take into consideration the Importance of providing. some 
mode by which slaves who have, or may hereafter runaway 
from an owner in this State and secrete themselves in Mexico, 
may be recovered; and report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Hill introduced the following resolution: 

ficsclved, That the committee on Indian Affairs, be instruet- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making provision for the 
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temporary settlement of some of the weaker and more defence- 

less tribes or bands of Indians, long resident upon the soil of 

Texas, until permanent action shall be had on the part of the 

government of the United States for the amelioration of the 
condition of such Indian tribes, and report by bill or otherwise. 
_ Mr. Williams offered the following resolution: ! 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing and Contingent 
Expenses, be requested to ascertain whether the papers and 
other public documents, subscribed for, and printed by order of 
the Senate, are regularly mailed, and whether the mail facilities 
are such as will ensure the arrival of the same at their respec- 
tive destinations. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the petition of W. B. Williamson, 
William Maxey and John D. Turner, was taken from the table 
and referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Eddy moved that the Secretary of the Senate be author- 
ized to procure a cluck for the Senate chamber, not to exceed 
in cost twenty dollars ; lost. 

A message was received from the House, informing the 
Senate that the House had passed the following bills, to wit; a 
bill to locate permanently the county seat of Lavaca county; 
a bill for the relief of Philip Evans; a bill giving two weeks 
session to the district court of Montgomery county; a bill ap- 
propriating five thousand dollars to pay the contingent expenses 
of both Houses of the Legislature; and a joint resolution to 
remove law books in the office of the Secretary of State, to the 
supreme court room, for the use of the Judges of said court, &e; 
also, that the House had passed a bill to change the name of 
Mary Angeline Middleton to that of Mary Angeline Gill, which 
originated in the Senate; also, that they had passed a substitnte 
for the Senate’s bill to regulate the public printing; also that 
the House had passed the following resolution: 

Resolved, That one member from each judicial district, not 
now represented in said committee, be placed upon the Appor- , 
tionment committee, and that said committee be instructed to 
act jointly with a like committee on the part of the Senate, and 
report a bill apportioning representation, at as early a day as 


practicable. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The Resolution of the Senate, giving to Dr. James B. Miller 
the privilege of a seat within the bar of the Senate during the 
present session, being under consideration when the Senate ad- 
journed, was taken up, and the amendment offered by Mr. 

ancy rejected. 
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Mr. Dancy moved to refer the resolution to the committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. Scott moved to lav it on the table, upon which the yeas 
and nays were as follows : 

Yras—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Daney, Eddy, 
Grimes, Hart, Parker, Scvtt, Williams and Wilson—11. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Gray, 
Hill, Kinney, Menusebach, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor and Truit— 
19, 

Mr. Wilson moved the previous question: carried. 

The resolution was then adopted by the following vote. 

Yxss—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burleson Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Par- 
ker, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor. Trait, Williams and Wilson—19. 

Nays— Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Daaey, Eddy and Seott—é, 

Mr. Dancy gave noticethat Le would enter his protest against 
the adoption of the resolution. 

A bil supplementary to an act regulating fees of office; read, 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 

Amend by inserting at the close uf section three, as follows: 

“Section 4. That in all criminal prosecutions below the de- 
greeot felony, the name of the prosecutor shall be marked upon 
the back of the indictment, by the tureman of the grand jury 
finding the same, and whenever, in the opinion of the court, 
the charge shall appear to be of a frivolous character, or to have 
been maliciously preferred. it shall be competent for the court 
to render a judgment for all the eusis against the prosecutor;” 
adopted. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following resolation: 

Resolved, That the survivors of those who were massacred 
at Goliad in 1836, be invited to seats within the bar of the Sen- 
ate on account of their sutferings im the cause of Texas, and 
their services in our revolutionary siruggle;” rejected by the 
following vote: 

Yesas—Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan 
Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, 
Trut, Williams and Wiison—16. 

Warys—Messrs. Bogart, Burleson, Doane, Seott and Taylor—o. 

A bill to provide for the apportionment of the old debt of 
Harrison county, among the counties of Harrison, Upshur and 
Panola,; read and ordered to engrossed. 

The resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on the 
Publie Debt to inquire into the justice and propriety of making 
some general provision for the auditing of the claims against 
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the government for property taken or destroyed by the armies 
of Texas, &c.; read, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, laid on the 
table. 

The report of the committee on Finance, on a bill for the re- 
liefof Barnwell D. Basford, recommending that no further ac- 
tion be had thereon, was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on Finance, on a bill authorizing 
juror’s tickets to be paid out of the State tax, recommendin 
that no further action be taken thereon, was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on Finance, recommending the 
petition of Sam’l G. Wills be referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts; read and adopted. 

A bill to incorporate Battle Creek Academy, in the county of 
Navarro; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend an act to incorporate the Austin College; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the 
committee on: Education. i 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Haden Arnold, deed; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Sterne, referred, with 
accompanying papers, to the committee on the Judiciary. 


A bill to permit Mary Madison to remain in this State; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of John Powers; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill to establish the terms of the supreme court; read sec- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill from the House, to amend an act regulating the public 
printing, approved March 8, 1848; read first time. 

A bill to amend an act to permanently locate the seat of jus- 
tice of Denton county, approved Nov. 26, 1850; read second 
time and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Smith county to levy 
an additional tax for the purpose of building a courthouse; 
read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and 
passed, to wit: 

A bill concerning writs of certiorari from justices courts. 

A bill for the relief of Wesley W. Hanks. | 

A pill for the relief of the heirs of George Hamilton,-dee’d. 
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A bill for the relief of the estate of Jabez Fitzgerald, decd, 

A bill for the relief of William M. Cristy; 

And a bill to make valid the use of certain seals by the off. 
cers of the county court of Galveston county. 

The report of the committee on Privileges and Elections, on 
the contested election from the 25th Senatorial District, was 
read and adopted. 

The following bills from the House were severally read. first 
time, to wit: 

A bill giving two weeks session to the district court of Mont- 
gomery county. 

A bill for the relief of Philip Evans. 

A bill appropriating five thousand dollars to pay the contin- 
gent expenses of poth Houses of the Legislature. ~~ 
a to locate permanently the county seat of Lavaca county, 
an 

Joint resolution to remove law books in the office of the Sec- 
retary of State, to the supreme court room, for the use of the 
Judges of said court. 

. Burleson, chairman of the committee on the Militia, to 
whom was referred the petition of Casimiro Garcia, reparted a 
bill for his relief, which was read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned until10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Wepxespar, November 19, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjonrnment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. ‘ 

Mr. Eddy presented the petition of William A. Droddy and 
rie J. Nugent; referred to the committee on Private Land 

aims, 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill for the relief of Haden Arnold, dec’d. 
reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Gray made the following Report: 

The committee on the Judiciary haye considered the bill 
“concerning estates of deceased soldiers” together with the 
amendments proposed thereto, and instruct me to recommend 


the adoption of the amendments annexed, and the passage of 
the bill. 

Amendments—In 8d section, 4th line, after the word “sol- 
diers,” insert “without the authority contemplated by this act.” 
Same section, 5th line, after the word “administrators,” insert, 
“to receive from any officer of the State, or other person, any 
patent, or land claim, money or evidence of debt, to which 
such deceased soldier may have been entitled, nor ”. 

Substitute for section 4.—In all cases where administration 
has been granted on estates of deceased soldiers, without the 
authority contemplated by this act, it shall be the duty of the 
Chief Justice of the county courts granting the same, to cause 
the administrators to be notitied as in other cases, to file in 
court, the authority or consent aforesaid; and in case of failure 
so to do, they shall orderthe removal of such administrators, 
and also to require them to deliver to the clerk of the court, 
allthe property and title papers in their possession belonging 
to the estate; and it shall also be the duty of such administra- 
tors, or clerk of the court having possession of such property, 
todeliver the same to the heirs of such deceased -soldiers, or 
their legally authorized agent on demand. 

Section 5. This act shall be in force from its passage. 

Mr. Bigelow, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act authorizing the several counties of 
the State to levy a special tax for courty purposes, have had 
the same under consideration, and instructed me to re- 
port the bill back to the Senate with the following amendments, 
and recommend its passage: After the word “county court” in 
the last line of the first section, add “provided that nothing in 
this act shall be so construed as to affect any special act author- 
izing county courts to levy aspecial, or additional tax, for coun- 
ty purposes, passed at this session of the Legislature; and in 
the third line of the third section, strike out the word “Janu- 
ary” and insert “February.” Which is respectfully submitted. 

Mr. Wilson, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred a bill to incorporate Battle Creek Academy, in 
the county of Navarro, reported the same back and recommend- 
ed its ee 

Mr. Reaves, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred a bill to admit Roger Q. Mills to practice law in 
the courts of this State, report the same back and recommend 
its passage. 
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On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Dav was excused from attend- 
ing on the Senate. on account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, Mr. Merriman was excused from 
attendance on the Senate. for the same reason. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a joint resolution instructing our Sena- 
tors, and requesting our Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, to procure the establisiment of a mail route from 
Sebine Pass to Jefferson, in Cass county; read first time. 

Mr. Scott introduced a bil for the relief of John W. Tilden; 
read first time. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to provide a mode of changing a 
person’s name ; read first time. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a ‘bill for the relief of Edward B. 
Wood; and a bill supplementary to an act to regulate the pay of 
volunteers in the service of Texas in the year 1842, approved 
December 3d, 1850; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to abolish implied or secret liens on real estate, together 
with the renort of the committee on the Judiciary, was read, and 
bill erdered to be engrossed. 

A bill to require the return of field notes in certain cases, with 
the report of the committee on State Affairs, offering amend- 
ments thereto, was read; and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on 
the table. 

A bill for the relief of Ambrose Hillburn. Mr. Davis moved 
to lay the bill on the table—lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the bill was amended by striking out 
the words * which may be issued in two certificates.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to le- 
galize certain records of the county court of Lamar county, of- 
fering amendments thereto, was read ; report adopted and bill or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on State Affairs,on the petition 
of Pau! G. Swift, was read and adopted. 

The resolution of the Senate, requesting- the committee on 
Printing and Contingint Expenses to ascertain whether the papers 
and other public documents subscribed for, and printed by order 
of the Senate, are regularly mailed, &c., was read and adopted. 

The resolution of the Senate, instructing the committee on 
Indian Affairs to enquire into the expediency of making provis- 
ions for the temporary settlement of some of the weaker and 
more defenceless tribes or bands of Indians, &c., was read and 
adopted. 
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The resolution of the Senate, requesting the committee on 
State Affairs, to take into consideration the importance of provid- 
ing some mode by which slaves, who have or may hereafter run 
away from an owner in this State, &c., may be recovered; read 
and adopted. t 

A bill to amend an act reoulating the public printing, approved 
March 8, 1848; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, 
referred ta the committee on Printing. 

Joint resolution to remove law books in the office of the Sec- 
retary of State, to the supreme court room for the use of the judges 
of said court, &c.; read second time and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Sterne moved tosuspend the constitutional rulerequiring 
bills to be read on three several days, upon which the yeas and 
nays were as follows: 

‘EAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burle- 
son, Davis, Duane, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Meuse- 
bach, Parker, Reaves, Scvtt, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams 
and Wilson—21. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Duggan and Tliil—3 ; carried. 

The resolution was then rea‘| third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the vote which passed the resolu- 
tion was reconsidered, and the resolution amended by adding, 

“Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, that this joint resolution take 
effect from and after its passage.” 

Mr. Seott offered the following amendment to come in at the 
end of Ist section: 

“ And that the judges of the swpreme court shall be liable for 
the value of said books in the event of a failure to retus the 
same.” 

Mr. Wilson offered the following as a substitute for the 
amendment: i 

“Provided, that the supreme court shall first adopt a rule 
that none of such Dooks shall be removed from the court-room 
while they remain under charge of the court, and that a certi- 
fied copy of said rule shall be tiled with the Secretary of State, 
before the said books shall be removed irom the State Depart- 
ment;” adopted, and the amendinent rejected, and joint resolu- 
tion passed. 

A bill appropriating five thousand dollars to pay the contin- 
gent expenses of both Houses of the Legislature; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the commit- 
tee on Finance. 

A bill for the reliefof William Grooms and Thomas N. Little; 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill to regulate the sales of sheriffs and other officers, &c. 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill regulating sales by administrators and executors; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to- the 
committée on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend the 17th section of the act toincorporate the 
Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado rail-road company; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr, Gray, referred to the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to authorize David Ilill to construct a bridge across 
the Sabine river; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Reaves, referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges and Fer- 
ries. 

A. bill for the relief of Charles Chevallier, assignee of Na- 
poleon Devaltz; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Tay- 
lor, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to authorize the commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents in certain cases; read second time, and, 
o oe of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on Public 

ands. 

A bill granting to the owners of slaves whieh may be execu- 
ted, one half the value of such slaves; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Williams, laid on the table until Monday, the 
24th inst. 

A bill for the relief of William Grinder; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Scott, laid on the table until Monday, the 
24th inst. 

A bill for the relief of Casimiro Garcia; read second time, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill giving two weeks session to the district court of Mont- 
gomery county,; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, 
referred to the special committee on Judicial Districts. 

A bill for the relief of Philip Evans; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on State Af 
fairs. ~ 

A. bill to locate permanently the county seat of Lavaca coun- 
ty; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Duggan, referred 
to the committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to amend an act to permanently locate the seat of jus- 
tice of Denton county, approved November 26, 1850; read third 
time and passed. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Smith county to levy an 
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additional tax for the purpose of building a courthouse ; read 
third timie-amdpasged.-, ~ veg GI Te or: x 

Theeport of the conmidikee'on State Affzins, onh bill:to xe- 
peal aw act authorizing the cormby equrts to issueameonditional 
certificates in pertain eases? was tead, and, on motion of Mr. 
Williams, laid om the table; vp s we + 0 o 

On-metion of Mr. Meusebach, the Senate adjourned until 10 
eclock tomorow moraing. © oe aie ge 
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o. Papespay, Norember 20, 1851. 

The Senate was càlled-to order Ey the President pro tem— 
pursuant to adjournnientptàayei ‘by the Rev. Mr, Baggerly— 
roll Squires reseng. OO o ¿ 

The journal of yesterday was read arid adopted. 

A niessage was reecired: from the House, informing the Sen- . 
ate that the es bad eee ee eee bills, which origi- 
nated in the Senate, to wit? o mo Too 7 

A. bill io amend an act to ergate the county of Freestone.— 
A bill to incorporate the town gf Jasper~—A bill to authdrize 
the county emit of Gadikenon’dounty to levy a special tax for 
two years, and, a bill to imeowptrate the Jasper Collegiate In- 
stitute. Also that the Honse tohamyed in the amendment of 
the Senaté, to the joint resolation t remove the law books in 


the office ot Boen of Piate to the supreime court room, 
Ses k 


for the use of said Judges, ‘ke. 

Mr. Taylor, chairmandofethe committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition -of Sanmal G. Pow- 
ell, reported a bill for the relief. Se the theizs of Seeman Kel- 
sey: read first time. 

Mr, Taylor, from the same committee, made the following 
report: 

our committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of John Bethea, have examined the same, and 
find it to be one of those cases of head right certificates not re- 
commended'by the traveling board ‘of land commissioners.— 
They aré of opinion that it is inexpedient to aet upon the origi- 
nal certificate, as the second section of the eleventh article of 
the constitution has declared them null-and void, Buta-major- 
ity of the committee ave of opinion that if is within the province 
of the Legislature to make a donation in such cases, In accor- 
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dance therewith, a majority of said committee have instructed 
me to report for the consideration of the Senate, the accompan- 
ing bill. All of which is submitted. M.D. K. TAYLOR, 
Chairman. 
The undersigned, members of the-committee on Private Land 
Claims, beg leave to{dissent from that portion of the ‘above re- 
port which guarenties to the Legislature the right to make dona- 
tions in the cases alluded to in said report, 
JOSEPH H. BURKS, 
M. D. K. TAYLOR, 


A bill for the relief of John Bethea; read first time, 

Mr. Taylor also made the following report: 
` Your committee on Private Land Claims, have had under 
consideration the petition of William Little, praying for lands. 
The committee are not fully satisfied that the petitioner ig en- 
titled under the law to the land, but have instructed me to re- 
port the bill annexed for the consideration of the Senate. 

A. bill for the relief of William Little; read first time. 

Mr, Wilson, chairman of the committee on Education, to 
whom was referred, a bill to amend an act to ‘incorporate the 
Austin College, reported the same back, and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred, a bill appropriating Five Thousand dollars, to pay 
the contingent expenses of both Houses of the legislature, re- 
ported the same back, and recommendeil its passage. 

Mr. Eddy, chairman of the committee on Printing, to whom 
was referred, a bill to amend an act regulating the public print- 
ing, approved March 8, 1848, reported the same back with the 
following amendment, and recommended its adoption, and the 
passage of the bill. 

Amend by striking out the word “third” in the 3d line, 2d 
section, and inserting the word “fourth”. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a billfor the relief of James M, 
Day, reported the same back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill making an appropriation for the per diem 
pay and mileage of the members of the Fourth Legislature of 
Texas, convened November 3, 1851, reported the same back, 
with the following amendments: 

In the caption, after the word “members,” insert “and of 
ficers ”—in section 1, 5th line, after the word “members” insert 
“ and officers.” 
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Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, to whom was referred a bill to locate per- 
manently the connty seat of Lavaca county, reported the same 
back, with the following amendment, and recommend its adop- 
tion, and the passage of the bill: 

Amend by striking oft the word “June” in the second line, in 
first section, and inserting “April”; and the fourth section so as 
to read as follows: “That none bntthe citizens of said county 
who shall be qualified to vote for members of the Legislatyre 
shall be allowed to vote at said election.” 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the vote which adopted the report 
of the committee on Finance, on a bill authorizing jurer’s tick- 
ets tò be paid out of the State tax, was reconsidered, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill fo require the return of field 
notes in certain cases, was faken from the table, and placed 
among the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill authorizing the several counties ofthe State to levy 
special taxes for county purposes, together with the report of 
the committee on the Judiciary, offering amendments thereto, 
was read. 

Mr. Scott moved to lay the report on the table; lost. 

The report was then adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: - 

Strike out the proviso proposed by the committee, and insert, 
“that all laws authorizing the levying of a special county tax, 
be, and the same are hereby repealed :” rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill was amended by striking out 
the words “passed at this session of the Legislature.” 

Mr. Hill moved to indefinitely postpone the bill; lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. ~ 

A. bill concerning estates of deceased soldiers, together with 
the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering amend- 
ments thereto, was read, report adopted, and bill ordered to be 
engrossed. i 

On motion of Mr. Davis, Mr. Williams wasadded to the com- 
mittee on Publie Debt. 

A bill to admit Roger Q. Mills to practice law in the courts of 
this State; read, and, on motion of Mr. ghrmstrong, laid on the 
table until to-morrow. i : 

A. bill te incoporate Battle Creek Academy, in the county 

_of Navarro; read and ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Haden Arnold, dec’d; 


92 


read, ‘and, on motiion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table until to- 
morrow. 

A message was received from the House, transmitting the 
following communication from the Governor : 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the message and accompanying documents be , 
referred to a joint select committee, to consist of seven mem- 
bers of the House, to be appointed by ballot, and that the Clerk 
be instructed to transmit the message to the Senate, and re- 
quest the appointment of a like committee. 

Messrs. Bigelow, Davis and Grimes, were appointed a com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. 

A bill authorizg juror’s tickets to be paid out of the State 
tax; read, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table until 
to-morrow. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named; read 
third time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the caption was amended by 
striking out “certain persons ‘therein named,” and inserting 
“Emanuel Clements, Nancy A. Roberts, Sophia Sanders and 
Nelson Morey.” . 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. Kinney, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Corpus Christi Navigation Company; read first time. . 

A bill to require the return of field-notes in certain eases, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on State Affairs, offer- 
ing amendments thereto, was read, and report adopted. 

Mr. Reaves offered the following amendment. 

Amend by inserting after the word “map,” in the ninth line, 
in 4th section, as follows: “provided, further, that nothing con- 
tained in this act shall be so construed as to apply to the heirs 
or the legal representatives of deceased soldiers, to whom land 
is granted by any law of this State.” 

Mr. Bogart offered the following amendment: 

“ Provided, the provisions ofthis act shall not extend to cer- 
tificates issued by Thomas Wm. Ward, Commissioner for Peters’ 
colony.” 

Mr. Parker offered the following as a substitute for the 4th 
section : = 

“Sec. +. Beit further enacted, that all surveys which were 
represented on the map of the General Land Office prior to the 
first day of January, 1851, for which no field-notes shall have 
been returned to said office, anterior to the first day of January, 
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1853, or for which there are no titles on file in said office, shall 
be null and void, and subject to be stricken frém the maps of 
said office.” 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the bill and amendments were laid 
on the table until Tuesday the 25th inst. 

A. bill for the relief of Edward B. Wood: read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. v 

A bill for the relief of John W. Tilden; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred, with accompanying docu- 
ments, to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill supplementary to an act to regulate the pay of volun- 
teers in the service of Texas in the year 1842, approved Dee. 3, 
1850; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred 


_ to the committee on the Militia. 


À bill to provide a mode of changing 4 person’s name; read 


‘second time. 


Mr. Wilson moved to refer it to the committee on Privileges 
and Elections; lost. ` 

On motion of Mr. Parker, it was referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. ` 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requestile our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to pro- 
cure the establishment ofa mail route from Sabine Pass to 
Jefferson, in Cass county; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following resolution: 

fesolved, That the committee on Finance be requested to in- 
quire into the propriety of defining the mode of assessing taxes 
upon the sale of goods, wares and merchandise, and upon occu- 
pations and professions; also, of enacting some penalty for non- 
payment of license taxes, and report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Frmay, November 21, 1851. 


The Senagp was called to order by the President pursuant to 

adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 

uorum present. Absentees, Messrs. Doane, Dancy, Kinney, 
terne and Wilson. 


The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 


94 


Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Williamson éounty, in relation to eleven league claims in 
Robertson’s colony, &c.; referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr Truit presented the petition of R. T. Hughs, praying for 
a of land; referred to the committee on Private Land 
- Claims. 

Mr. Bigelow presented the memorial of James Holford, a 
citizen of Great Britian, praying payment of a certain claim; 
read and referred to the committee on the Public Debt. 

Mr. Wilson presented the petition of John Weigel, Adam 
Kuhn and Hermann Frels, praying for grants ofland; referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. À 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, report- 
ed back the bill to repeal the thirteenth, fourteenth and fif 
teenth sections of an act concerning wills, approved January 28, 
1840, and recommended its passage with the following amend- 
ment: 

Strike out the word “ fourteenth,” wherever the same occurs 
in the bill and caption. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the same committee, reported back 
the Bill to amend an act regulating fees of office, and recom- 
mended its passage, with the following amendments: 

Amend by inserting at the close of section three as follows: 

“Section 4. That in all criminal prosecutions below the de- 
gree of felony, the name of the prosecutor shall be marked upon 
the back of the indictment by the foreman of the prand-jury find- 
ing the same; and whenever in the opinion of the court, the 
charge shall appear to be of a frivolous character, or to have 
been maliciously preferred, it shall be competent for the court 
to render a judgment for all the costs against the prosecutor. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on Public Lands, report- 
ed back the bill for the relief of John W. Tilden, and recom- 
mended its passage with the following amendments: - 

Insert in the caption after the word “ relief,” the words “ of 
the heirs,” and also, after the word “to,” in sixth line, insert 
the words “the heirs of.” 

Mr. Armstrong, from the same committee, reported back the 
bill for the relief of Edward B. Wood, and recommended the 
adoption of a substitute therefor. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported back the bill to provide for the service of process issuing 
from justice’s courts in certain cases, and recommended its pas- 
sage with the following amendments: 
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“Sec. 2. That process issuing from justices courts, for any 
person not a resident in any incorporate city or town, may be 
served by leaving a copy of the writ at his usual place of resi- 
dence, with some white member of his or her family, over the 
age of fourteen years. ‘The return of such service shall in all 
cases, fully state the facts of the same, giving the name of the 
person with whom the same was left.” 

“Sec. 8. That when process from a justice’s court cannot be 
served in time for the term to which it is made returnable, the 
officer shall proceed to make the service and return thereof, and 
such service shall be held valid and sufficient for the term next 
succecding that to which the writ is made ‘returnable. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed: 

A bill for the relief of Casimiro Garcia. 

A billto provide for the apportionment of the old debt of 
Harrison county among the counties of Harrison, Upshur and 
Panola. 

A bill to legalize certain acts and records of the clerk of the 
county court of Lamar county. 

A. bill to abolish implied or secret liens on real estate. 
` A bill for the relief of William Grooms and Thomas N. Little; 

And a bill for the relief of Ambrose Hillburn. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of William H. Ken- 
uedy, praying for a grant of land, made the following report: 

Your committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Wm. H. Kennedy, have had the same 
under consideration; and from the testimony they find that 
the petitioner entered the army of Texas Sept 10th, 1836, and 
under the law was entitled to a head right certificate for 640 
acres, for which he has received a conditional certificate. The 
petitioner thinks himself entitled to one third of a league, in- 
stead of the 6£0 acres ofland. A majority of the committee are 
of opinion that he is not entitled under the law to more than-- 
640 acres, and as he can by applying to the proper courts, ob- 
tain the unconditional certificate, they have instructed me to 
report that itis Inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioner, 
all of which is respectfully submitted. 

Mr. Parker, from the same committee, made the following 
counter report in behalf of himself and Messrs. Sterne, Bogart 
and Day: 

The undersigned members of the committee on Private Land 
Claims to whom was referred the petition of William H. Ken- 
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nedy, have had the same under consideration, and report there- 
on as follows: . 

It appears from testimony before the committee that said pe- 
titioner was enlisted in, and honorably discharged from Capt, Eli- 
sha Clapp’s company, that he was enlisted in, and honorably 
discharged from Capt. Wm. M. Eastland’s company, that he 
was enlisted in, and honorably discharged from Capt. Ownsby’s 
company, that he was enlisted in, and honorably discharged from 
Capt. Pierce’s company—that the Secretary of War issued to 
petitioner a certificate for 1280 acres of land, which is all the 
compensation he ever received. It also appears from testimo- 
ny that petitioner has always resided in the country from the 
date of his emigration, except while a Santa Fe prisoner in the 
city of Mexico, that besides the services named above, peti- 
tioner has been engaged against the common enemy of the 
country in several border campaigns for which no discharge 
was given and no compensation ever received—that since the 
month of April 1836, the petitioner has been a faithful soldier 
and a good citizen, that he has rendered good service both as a 
soldier and citizen to Texas, and has reeeived remuneration to 
the amount of a 1280 acre land certificate only. The under- 
signed believe that the object of all good governments is the 

‘protection of its deserving and meritorious citizens, that for 
such signal services in the field as it is shown that petitioner 
rendered the gratitude of a patriotic people is due, and that to 
those who were ever ready to offer their services upon the al 
tar of our common country the best meed of praise is to be 
found in some recompense awarded them in consideration of 
their sacrifices and hardships in the field. 


The undersigned, therefore, report the following bill, and 


recommend its passage. 
ISAAC PARKER. 
ADOLPHUS STERNE. 
SAM BOGART. 
W.S. DAY. 


_ A bill for the relief of William H. Kennedy; read first time. 
Mr. Wilson, from the committee on State Affairs, to whom 
was referred the petition of William B, Williamson, William 
Maxey and John D. Turner, praying compensation for certain 
slaves drowned while under the control of an overseer of the 
road, reported the same back, and recommended that the fur- 
ther consideration of said petition be indefinitely postponed. 


Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to authorize the Treasurer to pay 
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to John A, Greer, guardian of John A. Greer, junior, certain 
monies deposited by, order of the probate court of Grimes coun- 
ty; read first time. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following resolution, which was read : 

Resolved, That the special committee of the Senate, to whom 
was referred that portion of the Governor’s message in regard. 
to Peters’ colony, act in conjunction with a like committee on 
the part of the House, and that they report to the two Houses 
at as early a day as praticable, and that this resolution, when 
adopted, be reported to the House of Representatives. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the committee on Counties and County Bounda- 
ries, on the bill to locate permanently the county seat of La- 
vaca, county, recommending the passage of the bill with cer- 
tain amendments; read, and, on motion of Mr. Duggan, laid 
onthe table. 

A. bill for the relief of James M. Day; read, and, on motion 
of Mr. Duggan, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of John Bethea; read. 

Mr. Taylor moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Bogart moved a call of the House; carried. 

Absent—Messrs. Kinney and Merriman. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a further call of the House was 
suspended. 

The question recurred on Mr. Taylor’s motion to indefinitely 
postpone the bill, whereon the yeas and nays were called, ‘and 
stood as follows: 

reas—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Davis, Eddy, Hart, 
Reaves Scott, and Taylor—s. . 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burleson, Dancy, Day, 
Doane, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Meusebach, Parker, 
Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson—16. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the bill by inserting the words, 
“first class,” before the word “ headright;” adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed the following bills originating in that body : 

A bill to define the time of holding the district courts in the 
tenth judicial district. 2+ € 

A bill for the relief of Penelope Newsom. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Walter Gibbes, of Liberty 


county, and 
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A. bill to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Bridge and Turnpike 
company, which were severally read a first time. 

The report of the Committee on Printing and Contingent Ex- 
penses, on the bill to amend an act regulating the public print- 
ing, approved March 8, 1548, recommending the passage of the 
bill with an amendment; read, and the amendment proposed 
by the committee adopted. 

Mr. Scott proposed to further amend by adding the following 
proviso at the end of first section : 

“Provided that tenders shall be received from persons nomi- 
nated, who are willing to perform the work herein enumerated, 
at aless rate than the established price, and the rate so men- 
tioned shail be binding on the party so making thems” Jost. 

Mr. Gray moved to amend by adding at the end of first see- 
tion the following: 

“Provided that no person shall be put in nomination unless 
he first tender a bid, stating the terms on which he is willing 
to execute the work required, not exceeding tle rates fixed by 
this act, and the bids sọ made shall be considered in the elee- 
tion, Provided, aiso, that the eommittee on Publie Printing 
may contract for ali job work at rates less than those provided 
by this act,” upon which the yeas and nays were called, and 
were as follows: 

Yess—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Day, Gray, Parker, Scott, 
Tavlor and Trnit—s. 

\Ars—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Burleson, Davis, 
Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, Hill, Mensebach, Reaves, 
Sterne, Wiliams and Wilson—15; lost. 

Mr. Gray offered to amend by adding the following section: 

“Sec. 8. The decisions of the supreme court shall be furnish- 
ed tothe public printer by the reporter within sixty days at 
ter the adjournment of each session of the court, and shall be 
printed by him in pamphlet form, in the same style and at the 
same rates fixed fur printing the laws, and circulated in the 
same manner.” adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, Mr. Duggan was granted leave 
nf absence. 

~ On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the vote which passed to a 
third reading a bill to amend an act regulating the public print- 
ing, approved March 8, 1845, was recunsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, the Senate adjourned until three 
oelock p. u 

3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
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A. bill to amend an act regulating the public printing, approv- 
ed March 8, 1848, being under consideration when the Senate 
adjourned—was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, refer- 
xed to the committee on Printing. 

A bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
mileage of the members of the fourth Legislature of Texas, 
convened November 8, 1851, together with the report of the 
committee on Finance offering an amendment thereto; was 
read, amendment adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

A hill appropriating five thousand dollars, to pay the contin- 
gent expenses of both Ilouses of the Legislature; read, and 
passed to third reading. 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Leeman Kelsey ; read sec- 
ond time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief ofthe heirs of Haden Arnold, deceased ; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to amend an act to incorporate the‘Austin College ; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to admit Roger Q. Mills to practice law in the courts 
of this State; read and passed to third reading. 

A. bill for the relief of William Little ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the caption was amended by in- 
serting after “ relief” the words, “ of the heirs,” and after “Lit- 
tle,” the words “senior, deceased.” 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill was further amended by 
inserting after “ patented” the words, “as first class headright 
certificates are required to be surveyed and patented.” 

The question was then taken on the engrossment and lost. 

A. bill authorizing juror’s tickets to be paid out of the State 
tax, with the report of the committee on Finance recommend- 
ing that no further action be had thereon; was read, and on 
motion of Mr. Wilson, laid on the table. 

A bill to incorporate the Corpus Christi Navigation: Com- 
pany; read seeond time, and on motion of Mr. Grimes, refer- 
red to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

The resolution of the Senate, requesting the committee on 
Finance to enquire into the propriety of defining the mode of 
assessing taxes upon the sale of goods, wares and merchandise, 
and upon occupations and professions, etc. ; wasread and adopted. 

ee following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, to wit: 

A bill to legalize certain acts and records of the clerk of the 
county court of Lamar county ; 7s 

A bill to abolish implied or secret liens on real estate ; 
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A bid for the relief of William Grooms and Thomas N. Little ; 

A bili to provide forthe apportionment of the old debt of 
Harrison county, among the counties of Harrison, Upshur and 
Panola A 1 € 

A bill for the relief of Casimiro Garcia; and, 

A bill for the relief of Ambrose Hiliburn. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until ten 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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Satrrpay, November 22, 1851. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adiournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present, 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Trait presented the petition of George W. Parrish; read, 
and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Merriman presented the memorial of John W. King; 
referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Joseph Coody, 
administrator of Shadrach Coody, dec’d, reported a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Shadrach Coody, dee’d; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to which werereferred 
the petitions of Peter J. Duncan and Louis Dunning, reported 
æ bili to amend an act concerning the book or register of land 
certificates issued for the county of Harris, which was at one 
time mislaid, but said book has subsequently been found and 
identified as genuine and unaltered; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition of William Green, reported a bill for his relief 
which was read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred 
2 bill for the relief of the heirs of Sally Owen, dec’d, reported 
the same back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Burleson presented the petition of Leander Beeson; read 
and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Burleson moved that the committee be instructed to act 
in conjunction with the like committed of the House; lost. - 

On motion of Mr. Gray, tue Secretary was instructed te re 
quest the House of Representatives to furnish the Senate with 
the Governor's special message, and reports of the Comptroller, 
Auditor and Treasurer, accompanying the same. 
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Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to amend the 10th section of 
an act to provide for the payment of grand and petit jurors; 
-read first time. s 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to create the counties of 
Cameron, Starr and Webb intoseparate land districts; read first 
timé. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the vote which refused to engross 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of William Little, sen’r, dec’d, 
was reconsidered, and bill laid on the table. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to amend an act todefine the time 
of holding the district courts for the fifth judicial district; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Eddy was added to the 
committee on State Affairs. 

A. message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill better defining the boun- 
daries of the county of Cameron, which originated in the 


Senate. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY.: 


A bill to admit Roger Q. Mills to practice law in the courts of 
this State; read, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, laid on the table. 

A bill appropriating five thousand dollars to pay the contin- 
gent expenses of both Houses of the Legislature; read third 
time and passed. 

A. bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
mileage of the members and officers of the Fourth Legislature of 
Texas, convened Nov. 3, 1851; read third time and passed. 

A. bill for the relief of Wiliam H. Kennedy; read second 
time. 

Mr, Taylor offered the following amendment: 

“ Provided, That no unconditional certificate shall be issued 
to the said Kennedy, upon the conditional heretofore issued to 
him by the commissioners of Harris county ;? adopted. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the engrossment of the 
bill, and were as follows: - 

‘ras—Messrs. Parker and Sterne—2. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, 
Davis, Day, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merri- 
man, Meusebach, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Trnit, Williams and 
Wilson—21; lost. 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, offering a sub- 
stitute for a bill for the relief of Edward B. Wood, was read 
and adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill was laid 
on the table. 8 
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A bill for the relief of John W. Tilden, with the report of the 
committee on Public Lands, cffermg amendments thereto, was 
read, report adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Armstrong, bill laid 
on the table. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the special message of the Governor, and the reports 
of the Comptroller, Auditor and Treasurer have been ordered 
to be printed by the House, and are now in the possession of 
the printer. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to 
provide fur the service of process issuing from justices courts, 
offering amendments thereto, was read, report adopted, and bill 
laid on the table. 

A bill torepeal the 12th, 14th, and 15th sections of an act.con- 
eorning Wills, approved January 28, 1840, together with the 
report uf the committee on the Judiciary, wasread, and, on 
motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table. 

A biH supplementary to an act regulating fees of office; 
read secund time and ordered to be engrossed, 

The report of the cummittee on State Affairs, on the peti- 
tiun of W. B. Williamsua, William Maxey and John D. Turn- 
er, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table. 

A bil to authorize the Treasurer to pay to John A. Greer, 
guardian of the minor J. A. Greer, jr, any money deposited 
by order of the probate court of Grimes county, &e.; read 
seeund time and ordered to be engrossed. 

The resulution of the Senate, requiring the special commit- 
tee to whech was referred that portion of the Governors Mes- 
sage in regard to Peters’ Colony, to act in conjunction with a 
lke committee on part of the House, &e., &c., was read and 
adopted. 

A billto define the time of holding the district courts, in the 
10th judicial district; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Wilson, referred to the special committee on Judicial Districts. 

A bill to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Bridge and Turnpike 
Company; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, 
referred to the committee on Internal Innprovements. 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Walter Gibbs of Liber- 
ty county; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Penelope Newsom, daughter and 
heir of Robert Conn, dec’d; read second time, and, on mo- 
tion of My. Taylor, referred to the committee on Públic Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned until’ 10 
o'clock Munday morning. 
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Mowpar, November 24, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called— 
quorum. present. : 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Merriman presented the petition of Virgina A. Tutchin- 
son and others; referred to a select committee, composed of 
Messrs. Merriman, Wilson and Armstrong. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of Jo- 
seph Rutherford, reported a bill for their relief, which was read 
first time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition of Theresa Tyler, reported a bill for herrelief; read 
first time. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to change the name of the 
county seat of Bell county; and a bill to incorporate the town 
of Belton in Bell county, which were severally read a first time. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill regulating writs of error; 
read first time. 

Mr. Day offered the following resolution: 

deesolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of abolishing direct taxes in this 
State, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr, Williams introduced a bill to require the Commissioners 
of the town of Paris, in Lamar county, to turn over to the coun- 
ty court of said county, all monies, notes, deeds and other docu- 
ments in their possession: read first time. 

Mr. Williams from the committee on Enrolled bills, reported 
that they had examined an act to change the name of Mary 
Angeline Middleton to that of Mary Angeline Gill. 

An act authorizing the county court of Cameron county to 
levy a special tax for two years. 

An act to incorporate the town of Jasper. 

An act to incorporate the Jasper Collegiate Institute: and 

An act to amend an act to create the county of Freestone ; 
that the same were correctly enrolled, and have been presented 
this day to the Governor for his approval. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, granting to the owners of slaves which may be exe- 
cuted, one half the value of such slaves; read, and, on motion 
of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table, 
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A bill for the relief of Wilton Grider; reed, aud, on mo- 
tion of Mer. Wilkens, lad on the table. 

A ‘bill fer the relief of the heirs of Sally Owemdecoased ; 
read secomd time. i , 

On motion of Nr. Dancy, the bill was amoeded by striking 
out the preamble. 

The DH was then orderedto be cmprossed. 

A message was received trom the House, informing the Sen- 
ste that the House comcurred’ in the amendment of the Senate 
to a bill appropriatiow taremty—ive thousand dollars for the pay 
and mileage of members and officers ofthe fourth Legislature, de. 

A bill to create the comuties of Cameron, Starr and W obb, 
into separate land districts; read second time, and, om metion 
of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bil to amend an act to define the time of holding the dis- 
trict court for the fifth judicial district; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr, Eddy, referred to the select committee on Ju- 
dicial Districts. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Shadrach Coody, deceased ; 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. ITIL the bill was amended by striking out 
“first class,” before “ certifieates,” and inserting “headright,” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to amend an act concerning the book or register of 
land certificates issued for the county of Tlarris, which was at 
one time inislaid, but said book has subsequently been found 
and identified as genuine and unaltered; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A. bill fur the relief of William Gann, assignee of Ramon 
Sauchez: read second time. 

Mr. Hill moved to amend the bill by striking ont “ Wil 
lazu Gann, assignee,” and insert after “Ramon Sanchez,” “ his 
heirs and assignees: lust. 

On motion of Mr. Till, “Wiliam Gann” was stricken ` out 
and “John A. Veatch, his heirs or assignees” inserted, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bil to amend the tenth section of an act to provide for 
the payment of grand and petit jurors; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Davis, reterred to a select committee. 

Merrrs. Davis, Bigelow and Eddy, were appointed said com- 
mitice. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill authorizing jurors tickets to 
be paid out of the State tax was taken frum the table and re- 
ferred to the same select committee. 
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On motion of Mr. Bogart, the vote which refused to engross a 
pill for the relief of William H. Kennedy was reconsidered 
and, on motion of Mr. Parker, the bill was laid on the table. ” 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, Mr. Meusebach was granted leave 
of absence for eight days from and atter to-day. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, a bill for the relief of Edward 
B. oa was taken from the table, read, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 
> On motion of Mr. Seott, a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
John We Tilden, deceased, was taken from the table, read, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Trespay, November 25, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—rell called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom were referred a bill to permit Mary Madison to remain 
in this State, and a bill fur the relief of Philip Evans, reported 
them back to the Senate, and recommended their passage. - 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, to which was referred 
a bill to provide a mode of changing a person’s name, reported 
the same back with the following amendments: 

Strike out “ ward,” in the fourth line ; strike out the second 
section of the bill. 

Mr. Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred a bill to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue patents in certain cases, re- 
ported the same back to the Senate, and recommended its re- 
jection. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the same committe, reported back to 
the Senate a bill for the relief of Penelope Newsom, daughter 
and heir of Robert Conn, deceased; and recommended its pas- 
gage. ; 

Mr. Armstrong made the following report: 

The committee on Publie Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of James Pratt Plummer, have examined the 
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question, and believe thatifthere is merit in any case itis in 

this, but if the relief be granted it will be purely a gratuity, not 

founded on any existing legal right; and as this committee are 

uot entirely satisfied of the policy of extending relief in such 

cases, ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
Lil. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred a bill for the relief of such persons as have emigrated to 
Texas, under the provisions of an act of the Republic*of Texas, 
granting lands to emigrants, reported the same back toghe Sen- 
ate, and recommended that it be referred to the select commit- 
tee having under consideration the interests of said colonists. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred a bill to amend the fourth section ofan actfor the relief of 
the citizens of Mercer’s colony, reported the same back, and re- 
commended its passage, with the following amendments: 

After the word “certificate” in first section, insert “provided 
this act shall extend only to such certificates as have heretofore 
been issued, and provided also that this act shall not operate to 
the advantage of the colony contractor.” 

Mr. Taylor madethe following report: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom wasreferred 
tle petition of John H. Hyde, have considered the same, and 
fnd that the proofs are not sutlicient to entitle the said Hyde to 
the land for which he petitions. He, the petitioner, does not 
swear that he arrived in the Republic of Texas by the first of 
Larch, 1836, but says in his petition that he arrived here abont 
tuat time. 

From these facts, the committee have instructed me to report, 
that in their opinion, it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the 
petitioner, all of which is respectfully submitted. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to whom was referred the petition of Richard Hooper, 
reported, that in the opinion of the committee the counties of 
Shelby and Panola should pay for the running and defining the 
lines of said counties, and that no further legislative action 
should be had thereon. 

Mr. Parker, from the game committee, to which was referred 
the petition of Francis Ramsdale, reported that there is no evi- 
dence before the committee showing the amount claimed by pe- 
titioner, therefore recommend that no further action be had 
thereon. ~ 

Mr. Eddy, chairman of the committee on Printing, to whom 
was referred a bill to amend an act regulating the Public Print- 
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ing, approved March 8, 1848, reported the same back to the 
Senate, with the following amendments, and recommended their 
adoption and the passage of the bill : 

Amendments: in first section, thirteenth line, after the word 
“lows,” insert “and fifteen hundred copies of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court.” At the end of the second section insert, 
“and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Senate and 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, to hand over to 
the Secretary of State the original copies of the journals of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, immediately after their 
adoption, and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to 
furnish a copy, aiid to superintend the printing and publishing 
of the laws and journals.” 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary have examined a bill to 
amend the fourth section of the act regulating the descent and 
distribution of intestates estate’s. The bill proposes to change 
the present law in case of a husband or wife dying without 
children, so as to pass the entire estate of the deceased to the 
surviving husband or wife. The committee are of opinion that 
the present law is as favorable to the surviving party as it is 
advisable to make it by statute. The law now gives, in such 
cases, to the survivor the whole of the community property, one 
half of the separate personal estate, and a life estate im one 
halfof theslaves and lands of the deceased. The property of the 
deceased may have been received by inheritance or donation 
fom his or her blood relations. The proposed change of the 
law would pass the whole of such property to the survivor, and 
should the survivor marry or die shortly atter, the property 
would pass to strangers to the party originally owning 16. i 
would not often be the wish of a decedent, and if so, it might 
be readily provided for by will. Thecommittes, therefore, and 
fur other reasons, think it advisable to recommend that the bill 
be postponed indefinitely. 

ir. Gray, fiom the Judiciary committee, to which wes re- 
ferred 2 bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue patents on land certificates issued by the 
supreme or district courts, reported the same back to the Sen- 
ate, and recommended thatit be correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Gray, from the same committee, to which wes referred 
a bill to create the counties of Cameron, Starr and Webb into 
separate land districts, reported the same back and recommen- 
ded its passage, 
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Nr. Wilson, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: = 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered the subject 
submitted to them by a resolution herewith returned, requirin 
them to inquire into the expediency of amending the crimina 
lew, so as to abolish capital punishment, and report by bill or 
otherwise; and a majority of said committee instruct me to 
report that they are not prepared to recommend such a course: 
and they ask to be discharged irom the further consideration of 
the subject. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
mada the following report : 

The committee on Engrossed bills, to whom was referred: ~ 

A bill authorizing the several counties of the State to levy a 
special tax for county purposes ; i 

A bill for the relief of James M. Day; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Haden Arnold, deceased: 

A bill for the relief of John Bethea; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Leman Kelsey, deceased: 

A bill concerning estates of deceased soldiers; and, 

A bill to amend an act to incorporate the Austin College ; 

Reported that they have had the said several bills under con- 
sideration and find them correctly engrossed. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill to repeal the 13, 14 and 15 
sections of an act concerning wills, approved January 28, 1840, 
was taken from the table and placed amung the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Day introduced a bill allowing assessors and collectors 
to employ deputies; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the committee on Printing was in- 
structed to contract for the printing of one hundred and fifty 
copies of the repurt of the Comptroller and Auditor, for the 
use of the Senate. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and 
passed, to wit: 

A bill concerning estates of deceased soldiers ; 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Leeman Kelsey, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of James M. Day ; 

A bil for the relief of John Bethea ; 

A. bill for the reliefof the heirs of Haden Arnold, deceased; 

And, a bill authorizing the several counties of the State tv 
levy special taxes for counties purposes. 
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A bill to amend an act to incorporate the Austin College; 
read third time, and passed mye following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burleson, Dancy, Davis, 
Day, Doane, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merri- 
man, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and 

“Wileon--22, 

Nays—WNone. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Rutherford, de- 
ceased; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to require the return of field-notes in certain cases ; 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee 
on Public Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Theresa Tyler; read, and, on motion 
of Mr. Sterne, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

A bill regulating writs of error; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to change the name of the county seat of Bell county; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Belton, in Bell county; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A. bill to ‘require the commissioners of the town of Paris, in 
Lamar county, to turn over to the county court of said county, 
all monies, notes, deeds and other documents in their possession; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. l 

The resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on Fi- 
nance to inquire into the expediency of abolishing direct taxes 
in this State, was read and adopted. 

A bill to repeal the thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth sec- 
tions of an act concerning wills, approved January 28, 1840, 
together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, of 

fering amendments thereto, was read, report adopted, and bill 
ordered to be engrossed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Burleson, Dancy, Davis, 
Day, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hill and Parker—11. 

Nays—Messt's. Bigelow, Doane, Hart, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, 
Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—10. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate, that the House had passed a bill to incorporate,the People’s 
line of Gulf Steamers. 2 

On motionof Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 
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Weoxespar, November 26, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjonrnment—praver by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called— 
Quorum present. 

The journal ofvesterdav was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bigelow presentea the petition of William Smith, sher- 
if of Starr county; read, and referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. Bogart presented the petition ef Joseph F. Morse, prav- 
ing for land: referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

“Mr. Dancy presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Brownsville; referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Scott presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
State, praying for an appropriation of $2,300, to be applied to 
cleaning ontthe Sabine river; referred to the committee on Ia- 
ternal Improvements. 

My. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Wiliam Cwn- 
mins, Robert T. Haghs and Reuben Crawford, reported a bil 
tor their relief, which was read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same cummittee, to which was referred 
a bill for the relief of John Powers, reported the same back. 
and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Burks made the following report: 

The undersigned, a member of your committee on Public 
Lands, feels constrained, under his construction of justice, to 
dissent from the report of the majority of the said committee, 
upon an act to amend the fourth section of an act for the relief 
of the citizens of Mercer’s colony, which bill has for its object 
to give the right to the citizens of said colony to locate their cer- 
tificates on any vacant lands within the State. This, to the ux- 
dersigned seems unjust, from the fact that other persons coming 
to the State at the same time, were not entitled to lands, save 
those who chanced to locate and settle within the colony, and 
it would seem unjust to suffer the right proposed by the bill, by 
allowing the colonists greater benefits than they were entitled to 
under the colony contract. Respectfully, ; 


J. IL. BURKS. 


Mr. Eddy, from the committee on State Affairs, made the 
following report: 
The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred 8 
joe resolution, instructing our Senators, and requesting our 
representatives in the Congress of the United States to pro- 
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eure the establishment of a mail route from Sabine Pass to the 
town of Jefferson, in Cass county, having considered the pres- 
ent deranged state for the transportation of the mails from 
New Orleans, to eastern Texas, since the navigation of Red 
ziver cannot at all times be depended upon; that several of 
the most populous counties in the east, were for weeks without 
any mail during the past summer ; that a mail route as contem- 
plated, from the Gulf of Mexico, to Jefferson, in Cass county, 
on the head waters of Lake Caddo, and passing in a north- 
wardly direction, will pass through eight densely populated 
counties. The facts as above_ considered, the committee have 
instructed me to report favorably thereon ; and recommend its 
assage. 
? Mr. Truit, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, to whom was referred a bill to authorize David Hill 
to build a bridge across the Sabine river, reported the same back, 
with the following amendments, and recommend their adoption 
and the passage of the bill; ~ 

Amendments,—In the Ist section, in the 15th line from the 
bottom, after the word “ Hill, ” insert the words “ or the owners 
of the lands on the opposite side of said river, or both.” 

Tn 2nd line from the bottom, after the word “commissioners,” 
insert *“ and all costs incurred by said appointment.” 

Mr. Merriman made the following report: 

The Special committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Virginia [Tutchinson, late the widow of Robert Riddle, dee’d., 
ind from the certificate of James B. Shaw, Comptroller, that 
evidence exists in the Comptroller’s office, showing that Sam 
Ricker, jr., acting for Thomas Toby, agent for the late Repub- 
lic of Texas, in New Orleans, did, in 1887, sell to Robert Rid- 
dle, land script amounting to Eleven thousand eight hundred 
and forty acres. It further appeared in evidence from the cer- 
tificate of the commissioner of the general land office, before 
the committee, that no script claims in the name of Robert 
Riddle, have been returned to that office. 

The committee are of opinion, from said evidence, and other 
evidence before them, that the petitioner is entitled to the re- 
lief asked, and have instructed me to report the accompaying 
bill, and recommend its passage: 

A bill to duthorize the Comptroller of the State of Texas to 
issue deplicates of land script to the heirs of Robert Riddle, 
deed; read first time. 

Mr. Trait, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 

erries, to whom was referred, a bill to grant a ferry privilege 
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io ILL. Brook, reported the same back and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Reaves mače the following report: 

The conmittee on Engrossed Bils, to whom was referred a 
bil authorising the Treasurer to pay to Jobn A. Greer, guar- 
dian of J. A. Greer, jr, monies deposited by the probate court 
ef Grimes county. 

A bill for the relief of John A. Veatch, his heirs or agsigns, 
assignee of Ramen Sanchez. 

A pil supplementary to an act regulating fees of office. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John W. Tilden. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Shadrack Coody, decd. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Edward B. Wood, and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Sally Owens, decd. beg 
leave to report that they have had the said several bills under 
consideration, and find them correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Burleson offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed t 
enquire into the expediency of abolishing the contract made 
by said committee mnder an order of the Senate, with the 
printers for the enormous number of papers that the former 
contract authorizes. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill the better to define the lim- 
its of the Milam land district; read first time. ~ 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to fix the time fur the biennix. . 
meeting of the Législature; read first time. 

Mr. Eddy moved that Mr. Parker be added to the committee 
on Judicial Districts—lost. 

Mr. Grimes offered the fullowing resolution : 

fesolved, Thatthe committee on the Penitentiary be in- 
structed to enquire into the propriety of so amending the att 
to establish a State Penitentiary, as to makeit the duty of tue 
clerks of district courts to notify the superintendant whenever 
any person shall be sentenced to the penitentiary by the cours 
of his county; and to require the superintendant, upon suc 
notice, to send a sufficient number of his guards with the means 
necessary for securing such convict or convicts, and conduetirg 
them to the Penitentiary; and that they be requested to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution : 

vesolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to 
enquire into the expediency of so amending the laws defining 
the time of closing the annual accounts of the Comptroller ané 
other officers of the State Treasury, as to require them to close 
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on the last day of August or September, instead. of the last 
day of October, as at present, and report by bill or otherwise. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


~ A. message was received from the Iouse, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the following bills, to wit: 

A bill to incorporate the town of Clarksville. 

A bill to admit Joseph A. W. Everitt, Samuel A. Wilson 
and Harman A. Perryman to practise law in the several courts 
of this State. i 
re bill to incorporate the Clarksville and Red River Turnpike 

mpany. 

te Wee damages upon protested drafts and bills of ex- 
“change. 

A bill to repeal the 24th section of an act concerning crimes 
and punishments, approved 20th March, 1848,—and. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Quitman, which were sev- 
erally read first time. 
au following bills were severally read a third time, and pass- 

to wit: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Shadrick Coody, dec’d, 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of John W. Tilden. 

A bill supplementary to an act regulating fees of office. 

A bill to authorize the Treasurer to pay to John A. Greer, 
guardian of the minor, J. A. Greer, jr., monies deposited by 
the county court of Grimes county. 

A bill forthe relief of the heirs of Edward B. Wood, and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Sally Owens, dee’d. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on 
the petition of John H. Hyde, recommending that the prayer 
of the petitioner be not granted, was read and adopted. — - 

The report of the committee on the. Judiciary, recommend- 
ing that a bill to amend the 4th section of an act to regulate 
the descent and distribution of intestate’s estates, be indefinite- 
ly postponed, was read and adopted. 


The report of the committee on Public Lands, on a bill to 
amend the 4th section of an act for the relief of the citizens of 
Mercer’s Colony; read, and, on motion of Mr. Hart,the report 
and bill were laid upon the table. 


The report of the committee on the Judiciary, ong a bill to 
authorize the commissioner of the general land office to issue 
patents on land cirtificates issued by the supreme or district 
courts, was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on State Affairs, on a bill to 
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provide the mode of changing a person’s name, together with 
the report of the committee on State Affairs offering amend- 
ments thereto, was read; amendments adopted, and, on motion 
of Mr. Gray, the bill was indefintiely postponed. 

The report of the committee on Printing, ona Dill to amend 
an actregulating the public printing, was read. On motion of Mr. 
Dancy, the report of the committee was amended by striking 
out after the word “representatives,” the words “immediately 
after their adoption,” and after the word “to,” the words 
“furnish a copy and to.” 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the report by striking out the 
words “and fitteen hundred copies of the decisiuns of the su- 
preme court,” upon which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, IGN, 
Reaves, Truit and Wilson—d. . j 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Day, 
Doan, Gray, Merriman, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and 
Williams—13. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the vote just taken was recon- 
sidered. The question again recurred on the amendment offer- 
ed by Mr. Dancy, and rejected by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Reaves, Trait and Wilson—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dav, Doan, Gray, 
Merriman, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and Williams—12, 

The report of the committee was then adopted, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Dancy, the bill was re-referred to the committee on 
Printing. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p- m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll—called—quorum present. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a bill for the relief of A. F. Holcomb; 
read üret time. 

A. bill for the relief of John A. Veatch, his heirs or assigns, 
assignee of Ramon Sanchez; read third time and passed. 

A bill to permit Mary Madison to remain in this State; read. 
Mr. Dancy moved to amend the bill by inserting before “this 
State,” the words “the county of Galveston, m.”— Adopted! 
bul was then passed to a third reading by the following vote: 

Yxsas—Messrs. Armstrong. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burle- 
son, Dancy, Gray, Grimes, Merriman, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Davis, Day, Eddy, and Taylor—4. 
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A. bill for the relief of Philip Evans, read second time, and 
passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on the Militia, to 
whom was referred the resolution of the Senate, requiring that 
committee to enquire into the propriety of abolishing the Ad- 
jutant General’s office, reported a billto abolish the cfiice of 
Adjutant General, and to providefor the transfer of the docu- 
ments and records pertaining thereto, to the land office; read 
first time. 

‘The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the resolu- 
tion requiring that committee to enquire into the expediency 
of amending the ctiminal law so as to abolish capital punish- 
ment; read, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, laid on the table. 

A bill to create the counties of Cameron, Starr and Webb 
into separate land districts; read, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, on a joint 
resolution for the relief of James Pratt Plummer; read, and, 
on motion of Mr. Sterne, report and joint resolution laid on 
the table. 

The report of the committee on Public: Lands, on a bill for 
the relief of such persons as have emigrated to Texas under the 
provisions of an act of the Republic of Texas, pranting lands 
to emigrants, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, report 
laid on the table, and bill referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

A bill for the relief of Penelope Newsom, daughter and heir 
of Robert Conn, dec’d; read, and, on motion of Mr. Burks, 
laid on the table until to-morrow. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts,on the 
etition of Francis Ramsdale; read, and, on motion of Mr. 
cott, laid on the table. 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, on a Dill to 
authorise the commissioner of the general land office to issue 
patents in certain cases; read, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, 
report and bill laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of Theresa Tyler; read and ordered to 
be engrossed. l 

A bill to authorize assessors and collectors to employ depu- 
ties, read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Day, referred to 
the committee on Finance. 

A bill to incorporate the People’s line of Gulf Steamers ; 
read first time. 

Mr. Wilson moved to suspend the constitutional rule requir- 
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ing bills to be read on three several days, upon which the yeas 
and nays were as follows: 

YeEAs—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, Eddy. Gray, 
Hart, Merriman, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams 
and Wilson—13. ~ l 

Nave—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Grimes and Hill 
—5, Lost, fonr-tifths not voting for it. 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Tucrspay, November 27, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—roll called---quorum present—prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Smith—the Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bigelow presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Brownsville; referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Hil presented the petition of Allensworth Adams; re- 
ferred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Sterne presented papers relating to the claim of John &. 

Roberts for land; referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claiins. 

Mr. Day, from the committee on Private Land Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of Humphrey T. Chappell, re- 
ported a bill for his relief, which was read first time. 

Myr. Taylor, from the same committee, submitted the follow- 
ing counter report: 

The undersigned, a member of the committee on Private 
Land Claims, differing with the majority of said committee in 
their report upon the petition of Humphrey T. Chappell, asks 
leave to make this counter report. l 

In the first place, Mr. Chappell admits in his petition that his 
headright certiticate was not recommended by the travelling 
Board of Land Commissioners ; that he has fulfilled the require- 
Ments of the second section of the eleventh article of the Con- 
stitution, which requires suit to be brought in the district court - 
upon such cases by a certain time. The petitioner complains 
that he is not likely to get atrial svon in the court, and he 
thereture prays the legislature fur relief in the premises. The 
undersigned is of opinion that the Legislature has no right to 
interfere in cases which the Constitutiun has pointed out the 


117 


mode and manner of adjudicature. That portion of the consti- 
tution above alluded to, indicates that cases of this character 
should be tried by the district court. Now, the undersigned is 
of opinion (to say the least of it) that the expediency of legisla- 
tive action upon. cases of this character is very doubtful. 

All of which is submitted. M. D. K. TAYLOR, 

; One of the committee. 

Mr. Armstrong, fron the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill to change the name of the county seat 
of Bell county ; reported the same back and recommended its 
assage, 

: Mr Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Walter 
Gibbs of Liberty county, reported the same back with the fol- 
lowing amendments, and recommended its passage. 

First amendmet—after the word “ acres, ” in fourth line, in- 
sert “ of land, ” 

Second amendment—after the word “acres” in eighth line, 
insert “ of land.” 

Mr. Reaves, chairman ofthe committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to-wit : 

A bill to incorporate Battle Creek Academy in the county 
of Navarro. 

A bill to amend an act concerning the book or register of land 
certificates, issued for the county of Harris, which was at one 
time mislaid, but said book has subsequently been found and 
identified as genuine and unaltered. 

A. bill to repeal the 13th and 15th sections of an act concern- 
ing wills, approved January 28, 1840. ' 
a E for the relief ofthe heirs of Joseph Rutherford deceas- 

5 an 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents on land certificates, issued by or by order 


of the supreme or district courts. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents on land certificates, issued by order of 
the supreme or district courts, read, and, on motion of Mr. Wil- 
liams, laid on the table. 

Amessage was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
- ate that the House had passed 

A bill to legalize certain acts and records of the clerk of the 
county court of Lamar county, which originated in the Sen- 
ate: also, that the House had passed the following bills, to-wit: 
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A bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew J. Harrison. 

A pill granting Thomas Cevallas permission to remain in this 
State. 

A bill to remove certain Spanish records hereinafter describ» 
from the General Land Office, to the county court clerk’s office 
of Refugio county. 

A bill corncerning the investment of the funds of minors. 

A Dill concerning the recording of marriage licenses. 

A bill for the relief of persons who have obtained land cer- 
tificates from the county court of Grimes county, {the records 
of which have been destroyed by fire) between July Ist and 
December 31st, 1848. 

A bill for the relief W. D. Thompson & Co., assignees of 
Jobn Simonds. i 

A bill for the relief Julia Buchanan. 

A bill granting certain powers to the Corporation of Galves- 
ton city. 

A bill to incorporate Milam Masonic Female Institute in the 
county of Buwie; and 

A Dill to Incorporate Goodman’s Turnpike Company, which 
were severally read first time. i 

A bill to repeal the 13th and 15th sections of an act concern- 
ing wills, approved January 28th, 1840 ; read third time and 
passed by the following vote: . 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Burleson, Dan- 
cy, Davis, Dav, Doane, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Mer- 
riman and Parker—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Hart, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit, 
Wiliams and Wilson—. 

A Lil to incorporate Battle Creek Aeademy in the county of 
Navarro ; read third time and passed by the following yote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burle- 
son, Dancy, Davis, Day, Doan, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Wil- 
lams and Wilsun.—2d4. 

Nays—None. 

A bill to amend an act concerning the book or register of 
land certificates issued for the county of Harris, which was at 
one time mislaid, but said book has subsequently been found 
and identified as genuine and unaltered; and 

A Dill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Rutherford, de- - 
eeased ; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress ofthe United States to procure 
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the establishment of a mail route from Sabine Pass to Jefferson 
in Cass county ; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to grant a ferry privilege to H. L. Brook; read and or- 
dered to be engrossed. , 

À. bill to authorize David Hill to construct a brige across the 
Sabine river; together with the report of the committee on 
Roads, Bridges and Ferries, offering amendments thereto, was 
read ; report adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A. bill for the relief of John Powers; read, and passed to 
third reading. 

The resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on 
Finance to enquire into the expediency of so amending the laws 
defining the time of closing the annual accounts of the Comptrol- 
ler and other officers of the State ‘Treasury, etc.; read and 
adopted. 

The resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on 
Printing to enquire into the expediency of abolishing the con- 
tract made by said committee under an order of the Senate 
with the printers for the enormous number of papers that the 
former contract authorized ; read and adopted. 

The resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on the 
Penitentiary to enquire into the expediency of so amending the 
act to establish a State Penitentiory as to make it the duty of 
the Clerks of district courts to notity the Superintendant when- 
ever any person shall be sentenced to the Penitentiary, ete. ; 
was read and adopted. 3 

A bill to abolish the office of Adjutant-General and to provide 
for the transfer of the documents and records pertaining there- 
to to the Land Office; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
SaS laid on the table until Monday the first day of De- 
cember, ' 

A bill the better to definethe limits of the Milam land district; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the - 
committee on Public Lands. 

A. bill to fix the time for the biennial meeting of the Legis- 
lature; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, refer- 
red to the committee on State Affairs. 

A. bill for the relief of A. F. Holeombe; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on 
Publie Lands. - 

A bill for the relief of William Cummins, Robert T. Hughs 
and eae Crawford ; read second time and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill to authorize the Comptroller of the State of Texas to 
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issne plicates of land scrip tothe heirs of Robert Riddle, đe- 
ceased ; ead second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A. bill for the relief of Philip Evans; read third time and 
passed by the iullowing vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Burleson, Dan- 
cv, Davis, Doan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, HUL Kinney, Merrimen, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott and Truit—ti. 

Navs—Messrs. Day, Hartand Taylor—3. Mr. Wilson excused, 

A bill to permit Mary Madison to remain in the county of 
Galveston, in this State—read a third time and passed by the fol- 
lowing Vote: ` 

Yzas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, 
Dancy, Doane, Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Truit and Wilson—15. 

, Naxs—Messrs. Davis, Day, Eddy, Gray, Hart, Hill and Tay- 
or—7. ' 

A til giving damages upon protested drafts and bills of ex- 
change—read second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, refer- — 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill fer the relief of Penelope Newsom, daughter and heir 
of Robert Conn, deceased—read, and passed toa third reading. 

A bill to admit Joseph A. W. Everett, Samuel A. Wilson and 
Harman A. Perryman, to practice law in the several courts of 
this State—read second time, and on motion of Mr, Williams, 
amended by inserting * Roger Q. Mills” after “Samuel A. Wil- 
son.” ‘The bill then passed to a third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the Peoples’ Line of Gulf Steamers— 

_ read second time, On motion of Mr. Dancy, the enacting clause 
was amended by inserting the words “the State of,” after the 
words “ Legislature of” 

Mr. Eddy offered the following amendment: 

In section 3, before the word “ Galveston,” insert “ Sabine 
Pass.” On motoin of Mr. Eddy, the bill was referred to the 
Committee on State Affairs. 

A bili to incorporate the town of Clarksville; read second 

ime, and on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Quitman ; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to repeal the 24th section of an act concerning crimes 
and punishments, approved 20th March, 1848—read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, 
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A bill to incorporate the Clarksville and Red River Turnpike 
Company—read second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Wilson introdiced a bill to incorporate the Victoria Lodge, 
No. 9, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows—read first 
time. - 

On motion of Mr. Day, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock, 
to-morrow morning, 


Fripar, November 28, 1851. 

The Senate was called tu order by the President pro tem. pur- 
suant to adjourmnent—prayer by the Rev Mr. Smith—roll 
called— ynorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of Andrew C. Walters; 
read, and referred to the committe on the Judiciary. ° 

Mr. Truit presented the petitions of William Hughs and of 8. 

|. Henderson, asking for lands; read, and rejerred to the com- 
mittee on Privete Lend Claims. 

Mr. Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
tu whom was ruierred a bill to reyuire the return of field-notes 
in certain cases, reported a substitute therefor, and recommend- 
edits adoption and passage. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of Levi 
P. Lockhart, reported a bill for their relief, which was read first 
time. 

My. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a biil allowing assessors and collectors to employ 
deputies, reported the same back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to whom was referred a bill to amend the 17th 
section of the act tv incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and 
Colorado Railroad Company, reported the same back, and re- 
commended its passage. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill to incorporate the People’s Line of 
Gult Steamers, reported the same back, with the following 
amendments, and’ recommended their adoption, and the pas- | 
sage of the bill: 

G 
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Amend by adding to the third section of the bill, “ provided, 
however, should the said company at any time extend their 
trips to Corpus Christi, they shall not charge exceeding twenty 
dollars for each passenger, nor over twenty cents per foot for 
freight, with all other charges in thesame proportion; and pro- 
vided, that should they hereafter freight to the Sabme Pass, 
the rates of freight or passage shall nut exceed that to Galves- 
ton.” Amend further by filling the blank in the ninth section 
with the word “ instalment.” 

Mr. Williams made the following report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of John A Ragan of the State of Louisiana, 
in reference to the draining of the lakes in this State, have in- 
structed me to report that they have had the memorial under 
consideration, and tind that the offer made by the memorialist 
is rather too vague, and not sufficiently explicit. There are 
lakes in this State which it would be inexpedient to drain.— 
Had the memorialist specified the lakes he otiers to drain, your 
committee could have judged of the necessity or utility of it; 
but as a general thing, the committee believe it inexpedient to 
act upon the matter, and beg leave to be discharged from any 
further consideration ofthe memorial. All of which is respect- 
fully submitted. 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the Clarks- 
ville and Red River turnpike company, reported the same back 
with amendments, and recommended their adoption : 


In section one, strike out “thirty years,” and insert “twenty 
years.” In third section, strike out “thirty years,” and insert 
“twenty years.” In section twelve, strike out all of said section 
down to-the words “ this act,” in fourth line. 

Mr. Eddy, chairman of the committee on Printing, made the 
following report: 

The committee on Printing. to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled an act to amend an act regulating the public printing, 
approved March 8, 1848, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report the same to the Senate, with 
the following amendments: 

Amend the caption as follows: after the word amend, insert 
the “second and seventh sections of.” 

Amend by inserting an additional section as follows: 


“Sec. 1, Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State ot Tex- 
as, That the second section of an act regulating the public print- 
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ing, approved March 8, 1848, be, and the same is hereby amend- 
ed so as to read as follows, viz: 


Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, That there shall be printed by 
the publie printer, two thousand five hundred copies of the laws 
of a general natnre, and five hundred copies of all acts for private 
relief, and all acts incorporating towns, cities, institutions of 
learning, and private associations of every nature, and five hun- 
dred copies of the jonrnals of each House, and the same number 
of copies of the laws and journals of each session hereafter to be 
held, until otherwise provided by law; and it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Senate, and the Chief Clerk of the House 
of Representatives, to hand over to the Secretary of State the 
original copies of the journals of the Senate and of the House ot 
Representatives, whose duty it shall be to superintend the print- 
ing and publishing of the laws and the journals.” 

Amend first (second) section, thirteenth line, after the word 
“laws” insert, “and fifteen hundred copies of the decisions of the 
supreme court.” l 

Amend the second (third) section by striking out the three 
first lines. 

Mr, Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, re- 
ported the following bills correċtly engrossed, to wit: 

A. bill to authorize the Comptroller of the State of Texas to is- 
sue duplicate certificates to the heirs of John Riddle, deceased. 

A bill to authorize David Hill to build a bridge across the 
Sabine River. 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to pro- 
ue the establishment of a mail route from Sabine Pass to Jef- 

erson. 


A bill for the relief of Theresa Tyler. 


And a bill for the relief of Wm. Cummins, Robert T. Hughs 
and Reuben Crawford. | 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to change the name of the county seat of Bell county ; 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, a bill to incorporate the People’s Line 
a Gulf Steamers, was taken up and placed among the orders of 
the day. 


A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to amend an act to regulate the 


license and practice of attorneys .and- counsellors at law, which 
was read a first time. : 
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Joint resolution instructi ng our Senators and requesting ovr 
Representatives in the Congress o m: United States, to procure 
the establishment ofa mail route from Sabine Puss to Jeiverson 
in Cass county. 

A-bill for the relief of Theresa Tyler ; and 

A bill for the relief Gi Wiliam Cummins, Robert T. Hughs 
and Reuben Crawford. 

A bili to authorize the Comptrotler ci the State of Texas to 
issue duplicates of land scrip to the heas ot Robert Riddle, de- 
ceased ; read. 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend by adding to section 1, “ provi- 
ded, that the loss of the said serip shail be advertised for sixty 
days, as in other cases, Letore such duplicates shali issue.” 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill and amendment were referred 
to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to authorize David Hill to construct a bridge across the 
Sabine river; read third time, and passed by the following vote: 


YeEas—Messts. Bigelow. Bogart, Burleson, Dancy, Davis, Ba 
dy, Gray, Grimes, Fiort, Hill, Merr iman, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson—] 8, 

Na¥Ys— None, 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to repeal all laws heretolore en- 
acted incorporating the town of San Augustine. 

Also, that the House had passed a bili, (originating in the 
Senate,} to amend the estray law, approved February Sth, 185u, 
with amendments. 

Also, that the House coucurred ia the amendments of the 
Senate to a bill to permit Mary Madison to remain in this State. 

A bill for the relief of Humphrey T. Chappell; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Hill, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Walter Gibbes, of Liberty 
county, with the report of the committee on Private Land Claims; 
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recommending amendments; was read, report adopted, and bill 
passed to a third reading. =~ 

A bill to incorporate Victoria Lodge, No. 9, of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; read second time and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

A bill to incorporate Milam Masonic Female-Institute, in the 
county of Bowie; read second time, and on motion of Mr, ‘Tay- 
lor, referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill granting certain powers to the corporation of Galveston 
city ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Hart, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the Governor, transmitting the 
following communication : 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE or TEXAS, 
Austin, November 28, 1851. 
To the Honorable Senate : 

_ I have the honor to inform your honorable body, that the 
following bills which were presented at this department by the 
Hon. Thomas H. Duggan, as chairman of the Enrolling Com- 
mittee, received my official sanction under the respective dates 
herein designated, viz: i : 

An act to change the name of Mary Angeline Middleton, to 
that of Mary Angeline Gill, passed November 17th, 1851, ap- 
proved November 24th, 1551. 

An act to incorporate the Jasper Collegiate Institute; passed 
November 19th, 1851, approved November 24th, 1851. 

An act to amend an act to create the county of Freestone ; ap- 
proved December 6th, 1550; passed November 19th, 1851, ap- 
proved November 24th, 1551. ` 

An act authorizing the county court of Cameron county to 
levy a special tax for two years; passed November 19th, 1851, 
approved November 24th, 1851. 

An act to incorporate the town of Jasper; passed November 
19,1851, approved November 24, 1851. 

P. H. BELL. 

A bill granting Thomas Cevallas permission to remain in this 
State ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred 
to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of W. D. Thompson & Co., assignees of 
John Simons ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, 
referred to the committee on Public Lands. - 

A bill concerning the recording of marriage licenses; read 
second time. 

Mr, Reaves moved to lay the bill on the table—lost. 
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A DEL for the reef of persons who have obtained land certif- 
geates iram the county court of Grimes county. “the records ol 
whieu hare been destroyed by the ietween July ist. and De- 
cemier 31, ee : read secoud time, and passed tod third reading. 

A tili to remove certain Spanish records hereinafter described 
som toe pene land otlice to the eounty clers’s office of Refu- 

zio county: read second time, and on motion of Mr. Wilson, 
faid on the table. 

A bil concerning the investment of the funds of minors: read 
second time, and on motion ol Mr, Tayior, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bil fur the relief of the heirs of Anderson J. Harrison ; read 
second ner and on motion of Mr. Parker, relerred to the com- 
mittes on the Militia. 

A bill to ineorporate Goodman's turnpike company; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the com. 
mittee on Internal linprovemeuts. 


The report of the committee on State Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred a fall to sel i the People’s Line of Gulf steamers, 
offering amendments thereto; wes read. 


Gn motion of Mr. Davis, the report was amended by inserting 
before “ Corpus Christi? the words “ Aransas Pass, or.” 

The report as amended was then adepted. 

Mr. Gray moved to amend Ly adding to the tenth section, “and 
the stock certificates, bonds and notes of said company shall be 
transferred only on the booxsof the coinpany,’ 

Adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

Oa motion of Mr. Wilson, the constitutional rule requiring 
wills to be read on three several days, was suspended by a consti- 
tutional vote. Bul read third time and passed by the tollowing 
vote: 

Yeas—Hlessrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Burleson, Dancy, Davis, 
Doane, Eddy, Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Sterne, Tay on Truit, W illiams and Wilson—18. 

Navs— Mr. Gray—i. 


A Lill to repeal all laws heretofore cnacted incorporating the 
own of San Augustine. 
4 message was s received from the House, informing the Senate 
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that the House had passed the following bills, originating in the 
House, to wit: 

A bill to amend “an act to regulate proceedings in the district 
court,” approved May 13, 18-16 ; 

A bill to amend the tenth section of an act to organize the dis. 
triet courts, and define their powers and jurisdiction ; 

A bill for the relief of W. W. Wooten, assignee of David 
Lloyd ; s 

A bill to indemnify the owners for the loss of the slaves exe- 
cuted for capital offences ; and 

A bill for the relief of the persons taken prisoners by the Mex- 
ican army at the Mission of Refugio in 1811; which were sev- 
erally read a first time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Williams, the Secretary of the Senate was 
instructed to return fo the House of Representatives, a bill to 
amend the estray law, approved February 8, 1550, and request 
that the amendments made by the House be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. : 
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SATURDAY, November 28, isdi. 

The Senate wes calle! to order hy the President pursuant te 
aljuunnnvent—prayer by tue Rev. Mr. Smith—roll ealled—quo- 
mua present—the journal of vesterday was read and adopted. 

My, Wibon presented the petition of Jobn 8. Thorp and 
others, asking an amendment of the constitution, eté.; referred 
to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Day presented the memorials of sundry ei zens of Avs- 
tin and Washington counties; referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. | 

Mr. Grimes, chairmen of the eommittee on Finance, made 
the following repurt: 

The Finance committee, to whom was referred the memorial 
of William Smith, Sheriif of Starr county, praying for extra . 
pay for conveying three convicts from the county seat of Starr 
county to the State Penitentiary, have had the subject under 
consideration, and report that they tind that the act to estab- 
lish a State Penitentiary provides vor the payment of Sheritfs 
for such services, but this act does not appear to contemplats 
that more than one convict would be taken at the sume thie. 
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In nin@edhep betweert thevonte: “and aidan ing 


“after service of the petition Gu such minor or minors, if he or 
thev shalt appear in open coert and con-cut to the order prayed 
for, then eer * o> Ey i sa or 

Mr. Merriman, from the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the flowing report : : pe N 
To the Hotiovable Jors A. Grami © vO M 

aa Perih at of the Sonat: 

The committees oa the Judiciury, to whom was referred an 
act regulating sales by sheriffs and uther vlicers, dud amenda 
tury uf the act tu reducg into oneund amending the se) eral aets 
coneeming exvcttions ¢ diwa an acl regulativ paies by exec- 
utors andadminitratuis, and amendatury of tue act conceming 
tLe votates Of decvased persuus ; bave bad the suiae under cole 
sideration, and Red that the law as it now atauds, embraces all 
wf the provisions named in raidacts, except a puulication of nc- 
tices of gale iu tue newspapers. The coiuiltice ure of opinion 
that the benedt, (0 any, to be derived irop susu publications, 
wakl be more than counterbalunced by the vost. el the same. 
The cominitiee have therefure hitre l poate roat beth of 
said bis bac’: ty the Senato un {ask co be Cie lurged trom the 
further consideration of the same. 

Mr. Wien trua fle cuue lice gn ihe evueam ta whieh 
was referred the petition of Andrew C. Wilts. reo red a bill 
for his relief) whuen was rond first tho. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the voruuintéee on Engr wed Bill, 
reported the tulluwitcs bills eo rcutly co gress. 

A bill to grant a terry privilege to Eh. os ky ata bil 
to erate the connties al Ca aeran SAL na Weil ALTS separ 
rate lanl disiticts. l f 

Mr. Seoti húroduecd g iant posia betawi cur Sem 
at tsy and ropie ng ote Opes haao i Coreresss t0 pro- 
GAN QU Ameda ay Wiger e tie Coorress of che United 
States. approved int September, A. D. besa. entitled an act 
prop sity tu the State of Feras tie vstabliuven or her worth- 
em and western boundary, tho retmeubimient by suid State of 
atl territory claimed by ler exterior to Sud botmlary, and of 
ul her chiim upon the united Stines, ahd to establish a terri- 
torial goyerumeat ior New Moxico; read first timo, 

A measays was received irom the House, intorining the 
Senate; tut the House coucurred in the amendments of the 
Senste tu a bii tw incusporate they Peoples Line of Guf 
Steamers.’ = my. l 

li 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 4 


A bill to grant a ferry privilege to H. L. Brook; read third 
time and passed unanimously. 


A bill to create the counties of Cameron, Starr and Webb, 
into separate land districts ; read third time and passed. 

The report of the committee on Internal Improvements on 
the petition of J. A. Ragan ; read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, offering a 
substitute for a bill to require the return of field-notes in certain 
cases; was read and adopted. ` 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend by striking out “ fifty-two in 
first section, and inserting “ fifty-three ;” upon which the yeas 
and nays were called, and were as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Day, Duggan, Eddy, 
Gray, Merriman, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Wilson—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Parker, 
Sterne and Williams—s. Adopted. 

Mr, Wilson offered the following amendment: add to the 4th 
section, “ provided this act shall only relate to the surveys made 
since the first day of February, 1838; adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved to insert after the word “same” the words, 
“or any other ;” lost. i 

My. Hill moved to strike out all of the first and second sec- 
tions after the enacting clause; lost. be ek 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by striking ont “December” and 
inserting, “July” in first section. i 

Qu motion of Mr. Hart, “ December” was stricken out, and 
€ August” inserted. 

Mr. Reaves onered the following amendment: insert at the 
end of fifth section, “ provided that the heirs or legal represen- 
tatives of deceased soldiers, shall have the right to return their 
field-notes and obtain patents, at any time within four years from 
the passage of this act ;” rejected, 

r. Scott otfered the following amendment: “that all field- 
notes of surveys made after the Ist of January, 1851, shall be 
returned in two years after the date of the survey or be null 
and void, and the land subject to relocation.” 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the bill and amendments were 
laid on the table until Monday the ist day of December. 

The Senate coneurred in the first amendment of the House to 
a bill to amend the estray law, approved February 8, 1850. 

Mr. Wilson moved to refer the bill to the committee on the 
Judiciary; lost. l 


13! 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, it was referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. = 

The report of the committee on Printing on a bill to amend 
an act regulating the public printing, approved March 8, 1848; 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table until 
Tuesday, the second of December. 

Mr. Sterne presented the'petition of Bartlett Sims; referred ` 
to the committee on Claims and Accounts. l 

A bill for the relief of persons who have obtained land cer- 
tificates from the county court of Grimes county (the records 
of which have been destroyed by fire,) between July first and 

December 81, 1848 ; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Walter Gibbes, of Liberty 
county; read, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table 
until Monday, December first. 

A bill to amend the 17th section of an act to incorporate the 
Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad Company; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill allowing assessors and collectors of taxes, to employ 
deputies; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A. bill to incorporatethe Clarksville and Red River Turnpike 
Company, with the report of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements offering amendments thereto; was read, report 
adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

A bill to repeal all laws heretofore enacted incorporating the 
oi of San Augustine; read second time, and passed to third 
reading. : 

À will to amend the tenth section of an act to organize the 
district courts, and define their powers and jurisdiction: read 
second time. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment, to come in after 
the word “ follows,” in first section; 

“Seo. 10. That Wednesday of the first week of each term of 
the district courts, and as many days thereafter as may be neces- 
sary, shall be set apart for the trial of criminal causes, and that 
all witnesses be required to appear on that day and not sooner.” 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill and amendment were re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. l 

A bill to amend an act to regulate proceedings in the district 
courts, approved May 13, 1846; read second time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend an act to regulate the license and practice of 
attorneys at law; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Dan- 
cy, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


luz 


A bil for the relief? of the persoms taken prisoners by the 
Mexican sevmay, et the Mission of Rofavio in IS-41: read second 
time, and. ai mution of Mr. Dancy, reierred to the committee 
on Stata Aviaivs. 

à bill for the benefit of W. W. Wooten, £ 
Vlord: read second time, and referred tu the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

À bil to indemnity the owners for the loss of slaves exeented 
for capital offences; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Dancy, referre] to the committee on Finance. 

A Dill tor the relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid unthe talle un- 
til Tuesdev next. 

Mr. Wilson. chatzmean of the emniittee on Education, to 
whom wes referred a Dil to incorporate Milam Masonie Fo- 
male Institute, in the conuty of Bowle ; reported the same back 
and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Day, the Senete elionrned until 10 o'clock 
Monday murming 


à 
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Monpay, Deceinber 1, 1851. 
s called to order by the President pursuant to 


The Senate was 
ayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roil called-- 


adjourament—pr 
quorum present. 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill to fix the time for the biennial meeting 
of the Legislature, reported the same back and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Davis. from the same committee, reported back a bill grant- 
ing ‘Thomas Cevalias permission to remain in this State, and re- 
commended its rejection. ° 

sir. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to wnom was referred the petition of Mary A. Woodall 
and James P. Williams, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Nancy Williams, deceased ; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the petitio: of Sabina Draper and husband, reported a bill for the 
relief of Sabina Draper; read first time. 


138 


Mr, Davis introduced a bill to repeal a joint resolution for the 
relief of free persons of color, approved June 5th, 1837; read 
first time. 

Mr, Reaves introduced a bill to provide for liqnidating the 
public debt of the late Republic of Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to allow the several counties in 
this State, to establish workhouses or houses of correction ; read 
first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Walter Gibbs of Liberty 
county, on motion of Mr. Taylor, re-committed to the committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to incorporate the Clarksville and -Red-River turnpike 
company ; read third time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, recom- 
mited to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to repeal all Jaws heretofore enecied, incorporating the 
town of San Augustine; read third time and passed. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay William Smith, sheriff 
of Starr county, for taking three convicts to the State Penitentia- 
ry; read second time. 

Mr. Bigelow moved to amend the bill by striking out ‘three 
hundred and twenty-eight dollars and twenty-one cents,” and in- 
serting “four hundred and ninety-four dollars and eighty-five 
cents ;’ adopted. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed by the following vete: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Day, Doane, 
Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—17. 

Nays—Messrs. Davis, Duggan, Hart, Scott and Taylor—5. 

A bill to abolish the office of Adjutant General, &c.; read, and, 
- and on motion of Mr. Gray, laid on the table. 

A bill to require the return of field-notes in certain cases ; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of Andrew C. Walters; read, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Sterne, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, a bill to authorize the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to issue patents on land certi- 
ficates, issued by, or by order of the suprefue or district courts, 
was taken from the table ard read. 

Mr..Gray offered the following amendment: 

Add tothe second section, “provided, that the provisions of 
this act shall not be construed so as to make valid any certificate 
which has been declared void by the supreme court, nor any cer- 
ificate, the owner of which has been relieved by special act of 


ot the Le eisintt ire, NOT where is -6 & ppeats s fron 3 the yecords of the 

Land Office, that more thaa one certidecate sists ‘ned in the name 
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alr. Davis offered the tollowing amendment 
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On motion of Mr. Sterze, the Fil was Jald on the talle. 
A E ae Sa ee ee pf pr 
On metion of ir, Parker, a lil ier the relief of Andrew C, 
“| a! la far 3 nit yor m, a 
Waiters, was taken from the table, rend, and, cn motion of Mr, 


Sterne, ‘aid on the table. 

Joint resolution, instructing cur Senators, and requesting our 
Foenreseutatives in Cougress. i9 procure an amendment to an act 
cf Congress of the United States, anproved 9th. September, A. D. 
18350, proposing to the State of Tegas the esta ablishment of her 
uortgern aud western boundary, &e.; read second aie and, on 
motion of Mr, Scott, referred to the eoumizittes cn Pablie Delt. 

A biil to rennire the commissioners of the town - ‘Paris, in 
Lamar county, to turn over to the county ccurt of said county. 
all moneys, notes, deeds ad other Cecuments in (heir possession : 
reac and ordered to Le engrossed. 

A bil granting certain powers to tLe corporation of Galves- 
fon city: reid,and passed to a third receding, 

A bii giving domages unon protested d.utts and bilis of ex- 
change; read and passed fo a third rerding. 

AT concernine the investment of the funds of minors, with 
(ne amendments offered by the eee on the Judiciary, was 
read, amendments adopted: and, on niotion of Bix. Scott, D) laid 

7 


on the table. 

‘The report of the cormmiltee on the Judiciary, recommending 
that a oo l concerning the recording of marriage licenses, be laid 
on the table, was read and adopted. 

The e report of the committee, ch a bill to regulate the sales oi 
sherifs and other officers, &c., and on a bill regulating sales by 
administrators and executors, was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Tavior, laid on the table. 

‘The report of the committee on Printing, on the resolution con- 
cerming the contract for papers, was read ‘and e adopted. 

A bill to incorporate Milam Masonic Female Institute, in the 
county of Bowie; read, and passed to a third reading. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills which originated 
in a Senate, to wit 
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A bill to euthorize the Treasurer to pay to Jolin A, Greer, 
guardian of the minor, J. A. Greer, jr, monies deposited by the 
county court of Grimes county; and a bill to amend an act con- 
cerniug the book or register of land certificates issued for the 
county of Harris, which was at one time mislaid, but said book 
has subsequently been found, and identified as genuine and un- 
altered. 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills, originating 
in that body, to wit: 

A bill to incorporate the town of Anderson, in Grimes county. 

A bill to encourage the deepening of the Anahuac Pass, at 
the mouth of the Trinity river. 

A bill relinquishing to the county of El Paso a certain tract of 
land, 

A bill to provide for the ereétion of public buildings in Kauf- 
man county, and . 

A bill to incorporate the town of Dangerfield, which were 
severally read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, Mr. Grimes was added to the som- 
mittee on the Penitentiary. 


On motion of Mr. Bogart, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


z 


Trespay, December 2, 1831. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by tiie Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of the heirs of Felix A. 
Richardson and of Julian Sanchez, asking for land; referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Duggan presented the memorial of sundry citizens of La- 
vaca county, protesting against the passage of a law removing 
the county seat of said county; read. and referred to the com- 
mitlee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Taylor presented the petition of the chief justice and coun- 
ty commissioners of Cass county; referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

-Mr. Eddy presented the petition of Z. L. Stringer, asking for 
land ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 
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That the petitioner alleges that he was a resident citizen of 
Texas previous to the declaration of Independence, and that he 
raceived one third of a league of land, that he married in May, 
1836, and that he was a member of Capt. Vansickie’s company 
in 1839, and claims an augmentation of two thirds of a league 
and labor of land. 

Your committee are of theepinion that the petitionercould only 
claim the augmentation under the 18th article of the land law of 
the 14th December, 1857; but there not being any evidence þe- 
fore the committee that he served as a volunteer till 1839, he is 
not entitled to any augmentation as petitioned for, and therefore 
recommend the r-jection of the petition. All of which is re- 
spectfully submitted. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was relerred a bill to amend an act to regulate thé license 
and practice ef attorneys and counsellers at law, reported the 
same back and recommended its indefinite pestponement. 

Mr, Gray, from the same committee, to which was referred a 
bill to amend.an act to regulate proceedings in the district court, 
approved May 13, 18.6, reported the same back with the follow- 
ing amendment: 

Amend the caption by insetting after the word “amend,” the 
words, “the 151st section of.” 

Mr. Gray, from the same committee, to which wsa referred a 
hill to amend the tenth section of an act to organize the district 
courts. ani define their powers and jurisdiction, reported the same 
back wi'h the following amendment, and recommended its adop- 
tion, and the passage of the bil: 

Amand by striking out all of the first section after the words 
tas follows,” and insert, 

“Sec, 10. In all counties where the terms of the district courts 
are limited by law to one week. the judges of said courts shall on 
the first day ofeach term, set apart and enter upon record particu- 
lar days for the trial of criminal cases; aud in these counties 
where the term allowed is more than one week, the criminal 
docket shall betaken np for trial on Monday of the second week, 
to which day witnesses in criminal cases shall besummoned to 
attend.” : 

Mr. Burleson presented the petition of Noah Smithwick; re~ 
ferred to the committee on the Militia, 

Mr. Bigelow “Hered the following resolution : 

Resolve-?, That the committee on Public Printing be instruet- 
ed to inquire why the Governor's inessage, as ordered to be print- 

h k 
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ed in the Spanish and German languages, has not been furnished 
to the Senate, and report as early as practicable. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Kagrossed Bills, 
reported the tollowing bills correctly engrossed, to wit : 

A bill making an appropriation to pay William Smith, sherif 
of Starr county, for taking three convicts to the State Penitentiary. 

A bill to’ require the commissioners of the town of Paris, in 
Lamar county, to turn over to the county court of said county, 
` all monies, notes, deeds and other documents in their possession. 

A bill to incorporate the Victoria Lodge, No. 9, of the Indepen, 
dent Order of Odd Fellows. 

A bill allowing assessors and collectors to employ deputies, 

A bili changing the name of the county seat of Bell county. 

And a bill to amend the 17th section of the act to incorporate 
the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad company. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay William Smith, sheriff 
of Starr county, for taking three convicts to the State Penitentia- 
ry; read third time. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment : 

« Provided that the certificate of James Gillespie, superinten- 
dant of the State Penitentiary, bearing date the fth of Novem- 
ber, 1851, for the sum of three hundred and twenty eight dollars 
and twenty-one cents, be and is hereby cancelled ”; adopted, and 
bill passed by the following vote : 

Yeas. —Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, 
Dancy, Day, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Truit and Wil- 
liams.—20. 

Nays.—Messrs. Davis, Hart, Scott and Taylor.—4. 

A bill to amend the L7th section of the act to incorporate the 
Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad Company ; read 
third time. 

Mr. Day moved to amend the bill by striking out “ three years” 
and inserting “four years; lost. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote : 

Yess.—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, 
Dancy, Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, 
Taylor, Truit and Williams —24. 

Nays.—None. 

A bill to incorporate the Victoria Lodge No. 9, of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows; read third time, and passed by 
the following vote: 
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Yeas.— Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burle- 
son, Dancy, Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, 
Taylor, Trait and Williams.—23. ; 

Nays.—None. 

A bill to incorporate Milam Masonic Female Institute, in the 
county of Bowie; read third time and passed by the following 
vote : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, 
Dancy, Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit 
and Williams.—23, 

Navs.—None. 

A bill giving damages, upon protested drafts and bills of ex: 
change; read, and. on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table. 

A bill granting certain powers to the corporation of Galves- 
ton city ; read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill for the relief of Andrew C. 
Walters, was taken from the table and placed among the orders 
of the day. 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
_ that the House had passed a bill to regulate the pay of members ` 

and officers of the legislature, which was read first time. 

A bill to amend an act regulating the public printing, approved 
March Sth, 1848, together with the report of the committee on 
Printing, offering amendments thereto, was read, report adopted, 
and bill passed to third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Sabina Draper; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

The following bills were severally read third time and passed 
to-wit: 

A bill to require the commissioners of the town of Paris in 
Lamar county, to turn over to the county court of said county, 
all monies, notes, deeds and other documents in their possession. 

A bill changing the name of the county seat of Bell county ; 
and, a bill allowing assessors and collectors to employ deputies. 


A bill to fix the time for the biennial meeting of the legisla- 
ture; read. 


Mr, Hill offered the following amendment : 

“ Provided, that all elections for members of the State Legisia- 
ture, shall hereafter take place on the first Monday in October, 
preceding the time of meeting herein designated ;” rejected, 

r. Reayes moved the previous question ; lost. 
Mr. Dancy moved to amend the bill by striking out “ first 
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A bill to incorporate the town of Dangerfield, were read sec- 
ond time, and on motion of Mr. ‘Taylor, referred to the commit- 
tee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill for the relief of Andrew ©. Walters; read, 

Mr. Williams offered as a substitute for it, a bill for the relief 
of Andrew ©. Walters and Albert Emanuel; adopted, and bill 
ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart; read 
and ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 


WEDNESDAY, December 3, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne presented the petition of Condy Raquet; referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petitions Charleton Stewart, and of 
a Kinkennon; referred} to the committee on Private Land 

aims, 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee un Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart. 

A bill for the relief of Andrew C, Waltersand Albert Emanuel. 

A bill for the relief of Sabina Draper; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Nancy Williams, deceased. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, to whom was referred the petition of the chief 
justice and county commissioners of Cass county, reported, 

A bill to locate the seat of justice of Cass county; read first 
time. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill to allow the several counties in this 
State, to establish sorkhouses or houses of correction, reported 
the same back, and recommended its rejection. 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, reported back a bill to 
amend the estray law, approved February 8, 1850, and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
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Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Oliver Hedgecoxe, 
reported a bill for his relief, which was read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred a 
bill for the benefit of W. W. Wooten, assignee of David Lloyd, 
Yeported a substitute therefor, and recommended its adoption, and 
the passage of the bill. f 

Mr. Hill, chairman of the committee on Public Debt, made 
the following report. 

The committee on the Public Debt have had under considera- 
tion the report of the Auditor and Comptroller, classifying the debt 
of the late Republic of Texas, and assigning a real or par value 
thereto, pursuant to the provisions of an act for ascertaining the 
debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 2C, 1848, 
and an act supplementary thereto, ‘approved February 8, 1850; 
and being satisfied that the objects of said acts have been as near- 
ly attained by said classification as could have been by any gen- 
eral system of action, aud that much labor and investigation have 
been required on the part of said officers to enable them to pre- 
sent this condensed view of our public debt, have instructed me 
to report the accompanying bill, ratifying and confirming the 
same, and recominend its passage. 

A bill confirming the action of the Auditor and Comptroller, 
under the provisions of an act of the Legislature to provide for 
ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, appproved 
March 20, 1848, and the act supplementary thereto, approved - 
February 8, 1850; read first time. 

Mr. Reaves introduced a bill making an appropriation to pzy 
the several assessors and collectors of taxes, for taking the census 
of their respective counties for the year 1851; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary, on a bill to regulate the sales of sheriff’s and other of- 
ficers, and a bill regulating sales by administrators, was taken 
from the table and placed among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bill to require the return of 
field-notes in certain cases, was taken from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. 


Qn motion of Mr. Taylor, a bili giving damages upon protest- 
ed drafts and bills of exchange, was taken from the table and 
placed among the orders of the day, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Armstrong, thé vote which engrossed a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart, was reconsidered; 
and on motion of Mr. Armstrong was amended by inserting after 
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Lockhart, “and of Daniel D. Wilson;” and bill, on motion of Mr. 
Armstrong, laid on the table. 

A bill to amend the 2d and 7th seetions of an act regulating 
the public printing, approved March 8, 1848; read third time. 

Mr. Merriman offered the following amendment : 

“ Provided that all of the printing embraced in said act shall 
be done at the seat of Government of the State”; adopted and 
‘pill passed. ; 

A bill granting Thomas Cevallos permission to remain in Bex- 

-ar county, in this State ; read third time and passed, 

Mr. Taylor, voting against it. 

A bill for the relief of Sabina- Draper. 

A bill for the relief ‘of the heirs of Nancy Williams, deceas- 


ed; and, ; ~ 
A bill for the relief of Andrew ©. Walters and Albert Eman- 
uel, were severally read third time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the Corpus Christi Navigation Company; 
read, and on motion of Mr, Wilson iaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a bill for the relief of the heirs o 
Levi P. Lockhart, was taken up. 

Mr. Parker offered the following amendment to be inserted 
after 1837,” in last line of Ist section. 

« And that the Adjutant General of the State be and he is 
hereby authorised and required to issue to the heirs of Daniel 
D. Wilson, a bounty land warrant for 1920 acres of land, it be- 
ing the amount due Daniel D. Wilson, for services in the Texas 
army. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill and amendment were re 
ferred to the committee on Public Lands. 

The report of the select committee on a bill and substitute 
providing for the payment of grand and petit jurors; read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the bill by inserting after the 
word “taxes,” “in the county where the services shall have 
been rendered ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the bill was re-referred to a se- 
lect committee. Messrs. Williams, Bigelow and Taylor, were 
appointed said committee. 

e report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
_petition of Joseph F. Morse, was read and adopted. 

7 bill to require the return of field notes in certain cases ; 
read, 

Mr. Meusebach offered the following amendment. 

Strike ont all the words after “ Peters’ colony,” in 5th gee- 
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tion, and insert in place of them, “and the certificates issued 
ie emigrants in Fisher and Miller's and Castro’s colonies;”— 
opted. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment : 

That all field notes of surveys hereafter made, shall bereturn- 
ed within twelve months from their date” ; adopted, and bill 
ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on 
the petition of Solomon Allbright; was read, and, on motion 
ot Mr. Parker, laid on the table. 

The report of the committee on. Public Lands, on a bill the 
better to define the limits of the Milam land district; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Williams, laid on the table. 

A bill to amend the 10th section of an act to organize the 
district courts and define their powers and jurisdiction, togeth- 
er with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering 
amendments thereto; was read, report adopted and bill passed 
toathird reading. . : 

A bill for the relief of A. F. Holcomb, together with the re- 
port of the committee on Public Lands, offering an amend- 
i was read, report adopted and bill ordered to be engross- | 
ed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to 
amend an act to regulate the license and practise of attorneys 
and counsellors at law; read, and, on motion of Mr. Williams, 
the report and bill were laii upon the table. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering a sub- 
stitute fora bill to incorporate the town of Belton, in Bell coun- 
ty; was read and adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to amend an act to regulate proceedings in the district 
courts, approved May 13th, 1546, together with the report of 
the committee on the Judiciary, offering an amendment; was : 
read, report adopted and bill passed to a third reading. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on a 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Walter Gibbes, of Liberty 
county, offering amendments thereto; was read and adopted, 
and bill passed to a third reading. 

A biil to define and fix the sonthern boundary line of Wash- 
ington county, and the northern Loundary line of Austin county ; 
read second time. 

Mr. Day offered the following amendments : 

Strike out second section and insert “be it further enacted, 
that an act passed February 1st, 1844, entitled an act the better 
to define the boundary line between the counties of Austin and 
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Washington, and amend in part an act entitled an act to altera 
part of the southern boundary line of the county of Washing- 
ton, and a part of the northern boundary line of the county of 
Austin, approved 29th January, 1842, and all other laws and 
parts of laws conflicting with the provisions of this act, be and 
the same are hereby repealed.” 

“Insert section 3. This act shall take effect thirty days after 
its passage”; adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to regulate the pay of members and officers of the Leg- 
islature; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor refer- 
red to the committee on Finance, 

The resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on 
Public Printing to inquire why the Govérnor’s message has not 
been printed as ordered in the Spanish and German languages ; 
was read and adopted. 

A bill giving damiages upon protested drafts or bills of ex- 
change, drawn upon persons living out of the limits of the State ; 
read, 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment to come in after 
the word “accruing”: 

% Provided, that the provisions of thisact shall not be so eon- 
atrued as to embrace drafts drawn by persons other thah mer- 
chants upon their agents or factors ”; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the last clause was stricken out of the 
bill, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill regulating sales by administrators and executors, &c. ; 
read, and on motion of Mr. Eddy laid on the table. 

A bill to regulate the sales of sheriffs and other officers, &c. ; 
read, and on motion of Mr. Eddy laid on the table. 

_ On motion of Mr. Burleson, a bill to abolish the office of Ad- 
jutant General, &c., was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Tucrspax, December 4, 1851. 
The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called 
quorum present. 
The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr. Williams presented the memorial of the executive and 
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legislative departments, and of many citizens of the Choctaw 
Nation: read and referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Wiliams, ‘Wilson, Dancy, Gray and Taylor, were 
appointed said egmumittes. 

Mr. Gray moved that the committee be authorized to have 
one waRGred copies af the memorial printed. 

hin, Davis moved that Sve hundred copies be-printed, 

Ale. trimes med the previous qu veston t carried, 
The Pre patient decided that the previous question was on Mr. 
Davis motion ts oprint tive > hundred. 
Mr, Daney esutended that Mr. Gray's motion to print one 
bones ved was the previous question, and appeaied trom the de- 
aision of the Presi uent. 
"Tae Senate sustained the decision af the President. 

Thy veas anu nays Were then called on printing five e hundred 
copies. ond were as flows : 

Yers Messrs. rmstrong, Bogart, Danes, Davis Day, 
Doone, Doggen, Eade. Gray. Hart. HEN Kinney, Reaves, 
Seti Tan W: iniams xi Wis n—lr. 

Aays—-Mesits. Biges w, Be orks, Burleson, Grimes Merriman, 
Mewessci. Parker and Tas! iop—s. Carried, 

iz. Danzey moved to reennside the vete Just taken. 

Mr. Dancy moved tolay the motion to ree acnsider onthetable 5 


pt 


a ae moved to postpone the motion to reconsider until 


Semel) te neds Ms ete assi 
E Ea mured to postpone the motion to reconsider until 
eg j bad 
Saturday nest; 1 st. 


Mr. Taylor noved to adjourn until ten o'clock to-morrow 

miming 7 “Jost. 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until three o'clock p.m.: lost, 

Mr. Dancy n moved to adjvarn unti two o'clock p. m; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the previous question was called. 

Mr. Dancy moved torec nsider the vote just taken ; lost. 

Mr. Daney moved t+ zijon until fur o'cluck p.m. lost, 

The cnestion on tl - sea onsideration uf the vote printing tive 
humnare 3 4 copies of tie memorial was taken and lost. 

Mr. “Darks trom: the commuttee on Internal haprovements 
to which was referred a Lilto encourage the deepening of the 

abner Pass, atthe mouth of the Trinity river, neported the 
samce back and recounuended its passage. 

Mr. Reaves, irom the committee on Internal Improvements, 
reported back a Lill to regulate divisional fences, and recom- 
menced is rejection. 
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Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Samuel C. Hen- 
derson, reported a bill for his relief; which was read first time. 

Mr. Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred a bill relinquishing to the county of El 
Paso, a certain tract of land, reported the same back, and re- 
commended its passage. j 

Mr. Armstrong from thesame committee, to which was refer- 
red the petition of Richard Parmalee, assignee of Baltazar Orset, 
reported as follows : 

he committee have considered the same, and find from the 
proof that Orset was entitled to one league and labor of land, 
and obtained a title for one league, March 10, 1885; that the 
title he obtained defines no land, and isa nullity. A majorit 
af the committee have instructed me to report the petition bac 
to the Senate, and ask to be discharged from the further eon- 
sideration thereof. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of fJulian Sanchez, 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read first time. 

Mr. Wilson presented the petition of the heirs of Dr. R. F. 
Brenham; referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report : 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of Napoleon Devaltz, have considered the same. 
and find that said Devaltz obtained a certificate for one-third 
ofa league of land; that he appealed to the District Court of 
_ Nacogdoches county and got judgment that the Board of Land 
Commissioners of said county issue to him a certificate for one 
league and one labor of land; that said certificate issued ac- 
cordingly, March 27, 1538 ; that the investigating board mada 
an entry in theirrecord, that Devaltz arrived in February, 1836, 
and married after the declaration of independence; and that 
the investigating board reported the name ot Napoleon Devaltz 
to the General Land Office, but no amount of land was allowed 
him in that report. Itis found that Devaltz sold to Chevalier, 
September 4, 1544. The committee believe that the aer 
ting board hac no jurisdiction of the claim. A. majority ofthe 
committee instruct me to say, thatthey are not entirely satisfied 
as to the justice of the claim, and ask leave to return the bill to 
the Senate. 

Mr. Hart, from the committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
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referred a bill for the relief of Julia Buchanan, reported the 
game back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Hart from the same committee, reported back a bill for 
the reliefof W. D. Thompson & Co., assignees of John Simonds, 
and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, to whom was referred a bill to provide for 
the erection of public buildings in Kaufman county, reported 
the same back to the Senate, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Hill, chairman of the committee on the Public Debt, in- 
troduced a bill to provide for the reception and deposit of a 
portion of the indemnity due the State of Texas by the United 
States, for the sale of a portion of her northwestern territory, 
under the provisions of an act of Congress, approved Septem- 
bey 9th, 1850; read first time. | 

Mr. Eddy made the following report : 

The undersigned, in behalf of the committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred the resolution of the Senate, instructing said 
committee to report the cause of the delay in the printing ofthe 
Governor’s message in the Spanish and German languages; 
would inform the Senate that the Governor’s message in the 
Spanish and German language are completed, and now within 
the Senate for distribution. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills : 

An act to legalize certain acts and records of the clerk of the 
county court of Lamar county ; 

An act to better define the boundaries of the county of Cam- 


on ; 

And find them correctly enrolled, and that they have been 
this day deposited with the Governor for his signature. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, a bill to locate permanently the 
county seat of Lavaca county, was taken from the table and re- 
ferred to the committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr, Eddy, a bill regulating sales by adminis- 
trators and executors, ete., was taken from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A billto abolish the office of Adjutant General, ete., read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Kinney, laid on the table. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Gibbs,-of Tyler 
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county ; read, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, re-referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate, that the House had passed a bill to amend an act to incor 
porate the Austin College, which originated in the Senate; also, 
a bill concerning estates of deceased soldiers, with an amend- 
ment; also, that the House had passed the following bills, orig- 
inating in the House, to wit : 

A bill for the relief of J. B. Thacker; 

A bill validating certain certificates therein mentioned , 

A bill transferring an appropriation therein named ; 

A bill better defining the boundaries of Denton county ; 

A bill for the relief of the securities of John W. McKissick, 
late assessor and colector of Fayette county ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Gilmer, in Upshur county ; 

A pill to render valid and effectual to legal claimants, patents 
for land which have been issued, or which may hereafter be 
issued in the names of deceased persons; and, - 

A bill authorizing the county court of El Paso county to ap- 
point the place of holding the district courts in said county, and 
define the time of holding the district court in the 11th Judi 
cial District. 

A bill confirming the action of the Auditor and Comptroller 
under the provisions of an act of the Legislature to provide tor 
ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, etc.; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, made the special 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the committee on Printing was 
instructed to select from the documents accompanying the re- 
port of the Auditor and Comptroller, such as they mey deem 
necessary, and contract for the printing forthwith of 270 copies 
for the use of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the committee on Printing was 
instructed to procure for the use of the Senate, one hundred 
copies of the Governor’s message, and one hundred copies of 
the report of the commissioners on land titles west of the Nueces. 


The following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, to wit: 

A bill to amend the 15ist section of an act to regulate pro 
ceedingsin the district courts, approved May 13, 1846; 


A bill giving damages upon protested drafts and bills of ex- 
change; and, 


150 


A bill to amend the tenth section of an act to organize the 
district courts, and define their powers and jurisdiction. 

On motion of Mr. Daney, the Senate adjourned until quar- 
ter betore ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Atstry, Friday, December 5, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuaut to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—vroll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

My. Truit introduced a bill to authorise Robert Burns, a citi- 
zen of Louisiana to practise law in all the courts of the State of 
Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Reaves, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A Dil to define and fix the southern boundary line of Wash- 
ton county, and the northern boundary lime of Austin county. 
A bill to require the return of feld notes in certain cases. 

A. Wil to incorporate the town of Belton, in Bell county, and 

A Dil tor the relief of A. F. Toleomb. 

Mr. Grav, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a Dill to repeal the 24th section of an act 
concerning crimes and punishments, approved 20th March, 
irs, reported the same back and recommended it passage. 

Mr. Gray, trom the same committee reported the following 
bilis back and recommended their passage, viz: 

A bul to incorporate the town of Andersun, in Grimes coun- 
4 
OY « 

A bil to incorporate the town of Clarksville, and 

A. Will to incorporate the tuwn of Quitman, 

Mr. Gray, frum the same comunittee made the following re- 
port: g 

The committee on the Judiciary, have considered the peti- 
tion of Condé Raguet, asking relief as the assignee of Jobn M. 
Kine, tu whom a certiticate for one third of a league of land 
was issued by the land Commissioners of Iarrisburg county 
in 1955, and which was nut recommended fur patent by the 
investigating board. They find trom the records in the Adju- 
tant General's vifice, that Rine was a soldier in the service of 
Texas, prior to August 1636, and again after that time for 
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twelve months, and therefore ra was clearly entitled to the 
land certificate issued to him. The Clerk of the. Gommission- 
ers of Harrisburg county, omitted to enter the ptgof made be- 
fore the board, and hence it was not recommended hy the in- 
vestivating board; which fact appears from the certificate of 
the Clerk uf the county court of that county. The case clearl 
comes within the provision of the constitution declaring sne 
claims null and void. The certificate cannot be made valid by 
legislation, but the equity and hardship of the case is such as 
to demand relief of some sort, and the only mode suggested is 
to issue a new certificate to Rine, or his legal assignee. The 
committee therefure report the enclosed bill, to be entitled an 
act tur the relief Juhn M. Rime, or his legal assignee. 


P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 


À bill for the relief of John M. Rine, or his legal assignee; 
read first time. 
Mr, Gray, from the same committee, made the following re- 
prt: 
Bethe committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to re- 
peal a joint resolution for the relief of free persons of color, 
approved June 5th, 1837. The law proposed to be repealed is 
one of those permitting free colored persons, who were residents 
of Texas at the date uf the Declaration of Independence, to 
remain in the country. Your committee are fully aware of the 
evils resulting fromthe presence of a large number of free 
blacks among the slave population of their own color, and also 
of the degraded character of most of that class. But consider: 
ing all the circumstances of the case, the committee cannot re- 
commend the passage of the bill, The law in question was 
enacted by legislators, many of whom were personally aware 
of the services rendered the country by some of that class of 
yersuns in the time of our revolutionary struggle, and who 
cnew that they were not deserving of exile from the land of 
their choice, but rather of protection at their hands. The num- 
ber of free blacks protected by this law, at no time large, is 
daily diminishing from natural canses; our laws prevent the 
ingress of othors of that rank and condition, and the committee 
are not aware that any evil of magnitude results frum the pres- 
ence of the few protected by this law; certainly none demand- 
ing that they should be driven forth as exiles and wanderers on 
the earth, at this late day. The committee recommend that the 
bill be laid upon the table. P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 


Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
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jg ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
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A bill to define and fix the southern boundary line of Wash- 
ington county, and the northern boundary line of Austin coun- 
ty; read third time and passed. - 

A bill to incorporate the town-of Belton, in Bell county: 
read third time and passed. =? 

Mr. Merriman introduced a bill supplementary to the act to 
establish the Galveston and Red River Rail-way Company; 
read first time. 

Mr. Seott offered the following resolution : 

Resolicd, That the committee on the Judiciary be requested 
to take into cunsideratiun the propriety of investing the county 
courts of the several counties of this State with the authority 
to grant charters of incorporation to cities, towns and villages, 
and report by bill or otherwise. 

A till confirming the action of the Auditor and Comptroller, 
under the provisions of an act of the Legislature “to provide 
for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved 
March 20, 1548, and the act supplementary thereto, approved 
February 8, 1850: read, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, laid on the 
table until Wednesday next. 7 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill originating in the Senate, ma- 
king an appropriation to pay William Smith, sheriff of Starr 
county, for taking three convicts to the State penitentiary, with 
amendments; which were concurred in by the Senate, by the 
fojlowing vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, ‘Bogart, Burks, Burleson, 
Dancy, Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, Kddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Truit, 
Williams and Wilson—23. 

Nays — Messrs. Scott and Taylor—2, 

A biil for the relief of Charles Chevallier, assignee of Napoleon 
Devaltz; read, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table. 
~ The report of the committee ou Public Lands on the petition 
of Richard Parmalee, assignee of Baltazar Orset; read, and on 
motion of Mr. Armstrong, laid on the table. i 

A bill relinquishing to the county of El Paso a certain tract of 
land; read and passed to a third reading. 

The report of the committee on Internal Improvements, on a 
bill to regulate divisional fences, recommending its rejection, was 
read and adopted. l 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bili to provide for the service 
of process issuing from justices couris, in certain cases, was taken 
from the table, and placed among the orders of the day. 

K 
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A bill to encourage the deepening of the Anahuac Pass at the 
mouth of the Trinity river; read, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Julia Buchanan; read and passed to a 
third readicg. 

A bill for the relief of W. D. Thompson & Co., assignees of 
John Simonds: 

Mr. Hill moved to amend the bill by striking out “W. D. 
Thompson & Co., assignees of,” and inserting after “John Si- 
monds,” “ his heirs or assigns ;” adopted. 

Mr. Hill also offered the following amendment: Strike out the 
following words: “upon their filing in his office a regularly au- 
thenticated chain of transfer from said Simonds ;” lost. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the vote which adupted the first 
amendment offered by Mr. Hill was re-considered, and the amend- 
ment rejected. The bill then passed to a third reading. 

A bill to provide for the erection of public buildings in Kauf- 
man county; read and passed to a third reading. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had adopted the following resolution : 

Resolved, with the consent of the Senate, That the commit- 
tee on the Penitentiary on part of the Senate, and the like com- 
mittee on part of the Honse, be hereafter a joint commitee of 
both Houses. 

Which was adopted by the Senate. 

A bill to locate the seat of justice of Cass county ; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel C. Henderson ; and 

A bill for the relief of Julian Sanchez, were severally read and 
ordered to be engrossed. i 

A bill to provide for the reception and deposite of a portion of 
the indemnity due the State of Texas by the United States, for 
the sale of a portion of her north-western territory, under the pro- 
visions of an act of Congress approved Sept. 9th, 1850; read se- 
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, made the special order 
of the day for Monday next. 

On motion of Mr.’ Wilson, fifty copies of the bill were ordered 
to be printed, for the use of the Senate. 

The following bills from the House were severally read a first 
time, to wit : 

A. bill anthorizing the county court of El Paso county to ap- 
point the place of holding the district courts in said county, and 
defining the time of holding the district courts in the eleventh 
judicial district ; 

A bill to render valid and effectual to legal claimants, patents 
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for land which have been issued, or which may hereafter be is- 
sued, in the names of deceased persons ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Gilmer, in Upshur county ; 

A bill for the relief of the securities of John W. McKissick, 
Jate assessor and collector of Fayette county ; A 

A bill better defining the boundaries of Denton county ; 

A bill transferring an appropriation therein nained ; 

A bill validating certain certificates therein mentioned ; 

A bill for the relief of John B. Thacker, 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, a bill to remove certain Spanish 
records hereinafier described, from the General Land Office to 
the county court clerk’s office of Refugio county, was taken from 
the table and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Oliver Hedgecoxe; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay the several assessors 
and collectors of taxes for taking the census of their respective 
counties for the year 1851; read second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed. A i 

The report of the committee on State Affairs, on a bill to allow 
thé several counties in this State to establish work-houses or 
houses of correction, was read, and oa motion of Mr. Grimes, 
laid on the table, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Merriman presented the petition of Memucan Hunt; re- 
ferred to the committee en Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Merriman also presented the petition of the heirs of J. F. 
Ailes, deceased; referred to the committee.on Public Debt. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House, to a 
bill to amend the estray law, approved February 8, 1850. 

The report of the committee on a bill for the benefit of W. W. 
Wooten, assignee of David Lloyd, offering a substitute therefor, 
was read; substitute adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill regulating sales by administrators and executors, &c. 
read, and on motion of Mr, Merriman, laid on the table. 

A bill to provide for the service of procéss issuing from justices 
courts, in certain eases; read, and on motion of Mr. Reaves, laid 
on the table until Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock Monday morning. 
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The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rév. Mr. Smith—roll called— 
quorum present, 

The journal of Friday was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Day was granted leave of ab- 
sence for a few days. 

Mr. Sterne presented the petition of Thomas J. Rusk, James 
H. Starr and David Rusk; referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the eommittee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of John Whigel, 
Adam Kuhn and Terman Frels, reported a hill for the relief 
of John Weigel and Heinrick Krey or his assigns; read first 
time. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit : 

A bill for the relief of Samuel C. Henderson ; 

A bill for the benefit of W. W. Wooten, assignee of David 
Lloyd; 

A pill for the relief of Julian Sanchez > 

A bill to locate the seat of Justice of Cass county; ` 

A bill for the relief of Oliver Hedgecoxe ; 

A. bill making an appropriation to pay the several assessors 
and collectors of Taxes for taking the census oftheir respective 
counties, for the year 1851; and, 

A bill to allow the several counties in this State to establish 
workhouses or houses of correction. y 

Mr. Hill, chairman of the committee on the Publie Debt, 
made the following report: 

The committee on the Public Debt, having had under consid- 
eration a bill to be entitled an act requiring the holders of the 
liabilities of the Republic of Texas, for which the revenues of 
said Republie were specially pledged, to file releases with the 
government of the United States ; and a hill to provide for li- 
quidating the public debt of the late Republic of Texas; also, 
another bill providing for the payment of the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas; have instructed me to report the accom- 
panying bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the 
debt of the late Republic of Texas, as a substitute for the above 
named bills, and recommend its passage. The committee have 
also had under consideration the memorial of James Holford, 
and being unable to discover the errorof the Comptroller 
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, complained of, and having recommended in the accompanying 
bill, an appropriation for the payment of the claim upon which 
the memorial is founded, have instructed me to return the. 
same to the Senate, and ask to be discharged from its further 
consideration; all of which is respectfully submitted. 

A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt 
of the late Republic of Texas. i i 

Mr. Davis from the same committee, made the following 
counter report ; 

To the Ilon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The undersigned, a minority of the committee upon the pub- 
lic debt, to whom was referred a bill providing for the payment 
of the debt of the late Republic of Texas, begs leave to report 
his objections to the substitute adopted by the majority of the 
committee. 5 ` 

The substitute appropriates a large portion of the five millions 
which Texas is now entitled to receive from the government of 
the United States, under the provisions of the compromise act, 
to the payment ofthe debts of creditors who have refused, and 
still refnse to file-releases with the government of the United 
States, fur the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas, for 
which the revenue was pledged. , 

He further objects for the following reason : there is yet the 
amount of over two million of dollars of the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas, which was filed in due time with the Audi- 
tor and Cumptroller, under the provisions of an act of the Le- 
gislature of Texas, and upon which they. have not closed their 
action, and upon which it is expected they will report during 
this session, and which will be entitled to as much favor as the 
debt for which the appropriation referred to has been made, 
which if it receives, an appropriation ot the whole five millions 
will have been made, which will prevent any available appro- 
priation for the improvement of our rivers, or the promo- 
tion of common schools for the next two years. 

And he objects for the further reason, that thegpolicy of the 
majority of the committee in thus unnecessarily making such 
appropriation, is to him incomprehensible. 


JAMES DAVIS, one of the committee. 


Mr. Eddy, chairman of the committee on Printing, made the 
following report : ; 

The.committee on Printing, to which was referred the resoln- - 
tion of the Senate, instructing said committee to contract for 
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the printing of one hundred copies of the message of the Gov- 
ernor, and the report of the Commissioners to iuvestigate land 
titles west of the Nueces, have contracted with Messrs. DeCor- 
dova & Co., for the printing of the same, for the sum of sixty 
dollars. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, 150 copies of the bill providing 
for the liquidation and payment of the debt of the Jate Repub- 
lic of Texas, was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a bill to require the return of feld- 
notes in certain cases, was taken from the table, and placed 
among the orders of the dar. 

Mr. Mensebach introduced a joint resolution, instructing our 
Senators, and requesting our Representatives in Congress, to 
urge the passage of alaw allowing drawback upon foreign 
goods imported into the United States, and exported by land 
through Texas to Chihuahua and Northern Mexico; read first 


time. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the reliefef Jala Buchanan ; read, and, on motion 
of Mr. Burleson, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

On metien cf Mr. Eddy, a bill regulating sales by adminis- 
trators and executors, ete., was taken from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. 

A bill to provide for the erection of public buildings in Kauf- 
‘man county ; read third time. 

On motiun of Afr. Hart, the bill was amended by striking out 
the second section; the bill was then passed. 

A message was reccived from the House. informing the Sen- 
ate, that the Houze concurred in the amendments of the Senate 
to a bill granting Thomas Cevallos permission to remain in this 
State, and refused to concur in the amendments cf the Senate 
to a bill to amend an act regulating the public printing, approv- 
ad March $, 1248. i 

A bil to encourage the deepening of the Anahuac Pass at 
the mouth of the Trinity river; read third time. 

Mr. Parker moved to lay the bill on the table ; Inst. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill was laid on the table until 
TO-MOITOW. 

A bill for the relief of W. D. Thompson & Co., assignees of 
John Simonds, and abili relinquishing to the county of El Pato 
a certain tract of land; were read a third time and passed. 

A bill to provide for the reception an1 deposite of a portion 
of the indemnity due the State of Texas by the United States, 
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for a sale of a portion of her north-western territory, under the 
oo of an act of Congress, approved September 9, 1850; 
read. : 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

In section one, line two, strike out the words “the Compiroll- 
er of public accounts of this State,” and insert instead thereof ” 
“George W. Smyth.” 

In section second, line one, strike out the word “ Comptrol- 
ler,” and insert in its stead “ George W. Smyth.” 

Mr. Scott offered the following as an amendment to Mr. Dan- 
cy’s amendment: “ Governor of the State, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, to appoint an agent whose duty 
it shall be”; rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Burleson, Kinney, Reaves, Scott, 
Sterne and Wilson—7. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Davis, 
Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, 
Meusebach, Parker, Taylor, Truit and Williams—18. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dancy’s amendment, 
and lost by the following vote : l 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Duggan, 
Eddy, Hart, Parker, Truit and Wilson—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Gray, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Scott, 
Sterne, Taylor and Williams—15. 

Mr. Dancy moved to strike out the words “ the Comptroller 
of public accounts of this State.” 

Mr. Scott moved to lay the bill on the table; lost by the fol- 
lowing vote : . 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Daney, Doane, Eddy, Kinney, 
Parker, Scott and Truit—8. l 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Davis, 
Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hil, Merriman, Meusebach, 
Reaves, Sterne, Taylor, Williams and Wilson—1I7. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Dancy’s amendment to 
strike out, upon which the yeas and nays were as follows : 

Yeas—Mr, Dancy—1. 

Nays—Messys. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burle- 
son, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, 
Taylor, Trnit, Williams and Wilson—24, Lost. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate insisted on their amend- 
ments to a bill to amend the second and seventh sections of an ~ 
act regulating the public printing, approved March 8, 1848. 
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Mr. Burleson moved that a committee af Conference be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate, and request the appointment 
of a like committee on part ofthe House on said bill; carried, 

Messrs. Burleson, Wilson and Doane, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Jon- 
athan Wallace, deceased ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burks, the Senate adjourned until three 
o`clock p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. N. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a bill for the relief of James Frazer 3 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the committee on Printing was in- 
structed to procure from the Auditor and Comptroller, a copy of 
document A. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay the several assessors 
and collectors of taxes, for taking the census of their respective 
counties for the year 1851; read, and, on motion of Mr. Bige- 
low, laid on the table until Wednesday next. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of Julian Sanchez ; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel C. Henderson ; 

A bill to locate the seat of justice of Cass county ; á 

A bill for the relief of Oliver Hedgecoxe ; and, 
ae ae fur the benefit of W. W. Wooten, assignee of David 

oyd. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, report- 
ing a substitute for a bill for the relief of the heirs of William 
Gibbs; deceased ; read and adopted. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment, to come in 
after Gibbs: “ and that said certificate be located and surveyed 
as other second class certificates ;” adopted, and bill ordered to 
be engrossed. 

A bill to provide for the service of process issuing from jus- 
tices courts in certain cases ; read. 

Mr. Reaves offered the following amendment: 

Amend by adding another section in the following words + 
~ Section 4. Where there are two or more defendants in a suit 
and one or more are served with process, in due time, and 
others not so served, the plaintiff may either discontinue, as to 
those not so served, and proceed against those that are, or he 
may continue the suit until the next term ofthe court and take 
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‘new process against those not served ; and no defendant against 
whom any suit may be discontinued, according to the provis- 
ions of this section, shall be thereby exonerated from any liabil- 
ity under which he was, but may at any time be proceeded 
against as.if no such suit had been brought, and no such con- 
tinuance entered as to such defendant; provided that this sec- 
tion shall not be so construed as to allow a plaintiff to discon- 
tinue as to the principal, and take judgment.against the endor- 
sers or surety who is jointly sued ;” adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The resolution of the Senate, requesting the committee on the 
Judiciary to take into consideration the propriety of investing 
the county courts of the several counties of this State, with the 
authority to grant charters of incorporation to cities, towns and 
villages, and report by bill or otherwise ; was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, ona bill to re- 
peal a joint resolution for the relief of free persons of color, 
approved June 5, 1887, recommending that it be Jaid upon the 
table; was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts on a 
joint resolution for the relief of J. W. E. Wallace, read. 

. Hill moved to lay the report and joint resolution on the 
table; lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the adoption of the 
report, and were as follows : 

reas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, 
Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Par- 
ker, Reaves, Taylor, Truit and Williams—17. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Burleson, Doane, Duggan, Scott, 
Sterne and Wilson—7. 

Report adopted, and joint resolution indefinitely postponed. 

A. bill to incorporate the town of Anderson, in Grimes coun- 
ty; anda bill to incorporate the town of Quitman ; read, and 
passed to third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Clarksville; taken up, and, 
on motion of Mr. Eddy, the farther reading of it was dispens- 
ed with, and bill passed to third reading. 

A bill to repeal the 24th section of an act concerning crimes 
and punishments, approved 20th March, 1848; read and pass- 
ed to third reading. 

A. bill for the relief of John M. Rine, or his legal assignee ; 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Felix A. Richardson, de- 
‘ceased ; read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill to authorize Robert Burns, 2 citizens of the State of 
Louisiana, to practice law in all the courts of the State of Tex- 
as; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill authorizing the county courts of El Paso county, to 
appoint the place of holding the district courts in said county, 
and define the time of holding the district courts in the 11th 
Judicial Distriet; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Dancy, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill supplementary to the act establishing the Galveston 
snd Red River railway company; read, and, on motion of Mr 
Taylor, referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

On ‘notion cf Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until ten 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Trespay, December 9, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rum present—the journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of Francis A. Kelman; 
referred to the committee on Publie Debt. 

Mr. Williams also presented the petition of Wesley Askins; 
referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Bogart presented the petition of Jonathan 8. Lees refer- 
red iy the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Parker presented the memorial of Jolin F. Ramsdale; 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. Armstrong, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
to which was referred a bill to remove certain Spanish records 
hereinaiter described, from the General Land Office to the coun- 
ty court Clerk's office of Refugio county, reported the same back 
and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Armstrong, from thesame committee made the following 
report: 

The committee on Publie Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart, dee’d., and of 
Danial D. Wilson, dec’d., have examined the reasons urgéd for 
relief, and find that Lockhart enlisted during the war, and died 
in the service; but in consequence. of the statement of his 
death being informally made, they are forced to apply to the 
legislature for that relief which accident or mistake deprived.’ 
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them of; and find that Daniel D. Wilson, enlisted during the 
war, and was furloughed, and is believed died during his fur- 
lough ; a very short time after he received his furlough started 
for the red lands, and has not been heard of since by his rela- 
tions in Tennessee, nor by his friends in Texas. So great length 
of time having elapsed sincehis disappearance in 1837, raises 
the presumption equal to positive proof of the death of said 
Wilson, and that he died during his furlough is conclusive, as 
he left the Trinity river to go to the Redlands to see some 
friends, but was never heard of by such friends, which raises 
a presumption equal to afact proven, when taken in connection 
with the tact of his never being heard of afterwards ; and the 
committee entertain no doubt that said Wilson died under fur- 
lough, and in the service of the country, and recommend a bill 
for their relief as asubstitute for the original bill. 

Mr. Armstrong also made the following report: 

The committee on Public Lands have considered the petition 
of Thomas J. Rusk, David Rusk and James H. Starr, and be- 
lieve the statements made by the petitioners are true, and from 
testimony offered, it appears without doubt that the title issued 
to Jose Maria Mora is void, because that the said title identifies 
no land whatever. Butthe committee not being satisfied that 
it is proper to give the relief asked for, return the petition to the 
Senate and ask to be discharged form further consideration of 
the same. 

Mr. Williams, chairrhan of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to which was referred a bill to incorporate Good- 
man’s Turnpike Cumpany, reported the same back and recom- 
mended its passage with the following amendments: 

Section ist strike out “thirty,” and insert “ twenty.” 

Section 2nd, strike out “thirty,” and insert “ twenty.” 

Section 5th, strike out from the word “that,” in first line to 
the word “any,” in sixth line. 

Mr, Williams made the following report: 

The special committee to which was referred a bill to amend 
the 10th section of an act to provide for the payment of grand 
and petit jurors, have considered the same, and a majority of 
said committee are of opinion that jurors should be promptly 
ped for their services, and that the jury fund now provided by 

aw is insufficient to attain that end, yet they cannot conceive 
it expedient to encumber the State revenue by allowing the 
same paid in jury tickets, when they entertain the opinion that 
by amending the 14th section of the statute repulating estrays, 
‘and the 59th section of an act organizing Justices Courts, a suf- 
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ficient fand may be raised to answer the ends desired, and there- 
fore report bills proposing said amendments. 

Mr. ‘Taylor, sf of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Charlton Stewart, 
reported a bill for the relief of Joseph Stewart dec’d; read first 
time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee to which was referred 
the petition of Zachariah L. Stringer, reported a bill for his re- 
lief; which was read first time. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the eommittee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, to which was referred a bill to incorporate 
the town of Daingerfield, reported the same back and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to which 
was referred a bill to indemnify the owners for the loss of slaves 
executed for capital offences, reported the same back with the 
following amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Amend at the end of second section by inserting, “nor shall 
a slave beso paid fur who may be condemned for any offence, 
in the commission of which his owner was either principal or 
accessory.” 

Mr. Grimes, from the same committee to which was referred . 
a bill to regulate the pay of members and officers of the legis- 
lature, reported the same back and recommended its passage, 
with the following amendment: 

In 2nd section, strike ont all after “repealed,” in third line. 

Mr. Merriman, from the committee on the Judiciary made 
the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to authorise Robert Burns, a citizen of the State of Lonisiana 
to practise law in ali the courts of the State of Texas, have had 
the same under consideration and find that the provisions of 
said bill would conter rights and privileges upon citizens of oth- 
er States not conferred by law on our own citizens, and 
without proof of any of the requirements eniıbraced in the law 
now in force regulating the license and practise of attorneys 
and counsellors at law. The committee have instructed me to 
report the same back to the Senate and recommend itsrejection. 

Mr. Reaves, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred 9 bill to repeal an act incorporating the city of 
Brownsville, reported the same baek and recommended its pas- 
sage. 

“Mr. Wilson, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred a bill to establish the terms of the Supreme Court, 
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reported the same back with the following amendments; and re- 
commended its passage: 

Strike out the second section, andin lien thereof insert “that 
from and after the close of the session in the first section pro- 
vided for, the sessions of the Supreme court shall be governed 
by the law heretoforein force.” 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill authorizing the county court of El 
Paso county to appoint a place of holding the district court in 
said county and define thetime of holding the district courts 
in the 11th Judicial district, reported the same back and recom- 
mended its passage with the following amendment: 

Amend by inserting in section 2d, after the word “ Septem- 
ber,” the words, “and may continue in session for four weeks.” 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the petition. of sundry citizens of William- 
son county, relating to 11 league claims in Robertson’s colony, 
&e., reported a bill for the investigation and determination of 
eleven league land claims in Robertson’s and part of Burnett's 
colony; read first time. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed : 

A bill to provide for service of process issuing from Justice’s 
courts in certain cases. 

A bill to provide for the reception and deposite of a portion 
of the indemnity due the State of Texas by the United States. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Felix A. Richardson dee’d. 

A. bili for the relief of John M. Rine, or his legal assignee. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Gibbs, dee’d. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a hill making an appropriation to pay William Smith, 
sheriff of Starr county, for taking three convicts, and G. B. 
Black, sheriff of Grimes county for taking one convict to the 
State Penitentiary as correctly enrolled, and that the same was 
presented to the Governor on yesterday for his approval. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to authorize Bartlett Sims 
to raise a location therein named and locate the same on any 
sacant land; read first time. 

Mr. Armstrong also introduced a bill supplementary to an 
act concerning crimes and punishments, approved March 20th, 
1848; read first time. 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Ignatius S. Johnson; read first time. 
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i ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bii to provide for the reception and deposite of a portion 
of the indemnity due the State of Texas by the United States. 

Mr. Darcy moved toamend the bill by striking out “ &e,” in 
2rd section and inserting “the relinquishment by the said State 
of all territory claimed by her exterior to said boundaries and 
all her claims upon the United States, and to establish a terri- 
torial government for New Mexico; ™ lost, and bill passed. 

A bill fir the relief of John M. Rine,or his legal assignee; 
read third time, andjon motion of Mr. Parker, was amended 
by adding “and that this act take effect and be in force from 
and after iis passage; the bill then passet. 

A message was received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate thatthe House had passed the following bills originating in 
the Senata, to wit: 

A bil to require the Commiksioners of the town of Paris, in 
Lamar, county, to tara over to the county court of said county 
all monies, n tes, deeds and other documents in their possession: 
and a bill changing the name of the county scat of Bell coun- 
ty; also that the Huse hed appointed Messrs. Stapp, Tarver, 
Hamiiton, Evans of Polk, and i owers a committee of confer- 
enceon tLe Lill to amend the 2nd and 7th sections of an act 
reguiating the Pablie printing, approved March Sth, 1848; al- 
so that the House had passed the following bills originating in 
that body. to wit: 


Offee to issue a patent in tke name of William MeMin Nuner, 
on certificate No. 503. , ` 

A bill tor the relief of Christcpher Troutz. 

A Lih ior the relief of the settlers in the territory commonly ` 
known as Mercer's colony; and 2 

A itil to enable part owners of slaves and other personal 

roperiy ty obtain partition thereof; which were severally read 
first time. 

A bul to celow the several counties in this State to establish 
work-houses or houses of correction; read third time and pas- 
sed by the tullowing vote: f 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burleson, Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Parker, 
Seott, Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson—18. : 

Wavs—Alcesrs. Burks, Dancy, Reaves and Taylor—4. 

A bill to encourage the deepening of the Anahuac Pass, at 
the month of the Trinity river; read. 
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Mr. Parker offered the following amendment as a substitute 
for section 5. > 

Sec. 5. That whatsoeveris by this act granted, shall be and 
inure to the.said William M- Spaulding, his heirs and assigns 
for the term of twenty years from and after the expiration o 
the two years mentioned in the preceding section, and that 
whatever he is hereby authorized to do in person may also be 
done by his agents or assigns; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill was amended by striking 
out the sixth section, and by addingan additional section, “that 
this act take effect from and after its passage.” 

The bill then passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burleson, Dancy, Davis, 
Duggan, Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Eddy, Gray and Jiart—4. 

A bill to provide for service of process issuing from Justices’ 
courts in certain cases. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Felix A. Richardson,dee’d; 
and a bill for the relief of the heirs of William Gibbes, dec’d; 
were severally read third time and passed. 

A bill to require the return of fiold-notes in certain eases; 
read third time. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment : 

Strike out 6th section, and to 5th section add as follows: 
“ Provided, that field-notes made by virtue of certificates issued 
to colonists in Fisher and Miller’s, Castro’s, Mercer’s and Peters” 
colonies may be returned at any time before ‘the Ist day of 
March, A. D. 1854; adopted, and bill passed. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Clarksville; read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Williams, laid on the table. 

A Dill to incorporate the town of Quitman. 

A. bill to incorporate the town of Anderson, in Grimes coun _ 
ty ; and 

7h bill to repeal the 24th section of an act concerning crimes 
and punishments, approved 20th, March 1848; were severally 
read third time and passed. 


_ On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. ; 
; 8 PCLOCK, P. M. 
» Senate met—Roll ealled—Quorum present. 


A bill forthe relief of Julia Buchanan; read, and, on motion 
of Mr. Hill, referred to the committee on Finance. 
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A bill regulating sales by administrators and executors, &e; 
read, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of John Weigel, and Heinrich Krey, or 
his assigns; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bili for the relief of James Frazer; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Wallace, decd: 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to urge the passage of a law al- 
lowing drawback upon foreign gouds imported into the United 
States and exported by land through Texas to Chihuahua and 
nothern Mexico; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Dancy, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of the securities of John W. MeKissick, 
late assessor and collector of Fayette county; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott; referred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Gilmer, in Upshur county ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to 
the committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to render valid and effectual to legal claimants, pat- 
ents for land which have been issued, or which may hereatter 
be issued in the name of deceased persuns; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on the 
o adieciarv. 

A bill better defining the boundaries of Denton county; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, referred to the com- 
mittee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill transferring an appropriation therein named; read 
second time, and, on motion of My. Parker, referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A bill validating certain certificates therein mentioned ; read 
second time, and, dn motion of Mr. Dancy, referred tothe com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

A. bill for therelief of John B. Thacker; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on 
Fmanee. $ 

x 

Am: age was received from the Governor, transmitting the 

following summunication : 
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EXECUTIVE Deparment, STATE or Texas, = 
Avstin, December 9th, 1851. 
To the Honorable Senate of the State of Texas: 

I have the honor to state that the following bills, which were 
presented at this Department by the Hon. Thomas H. Duggan, 
aa chairman of. the Enrolling committee, received executive 
approval on the respective dates herein designated, viz: 

An act better defining the boundaries of the county of Came- 
ni passed November 21st, 1851; approved December 8th, 
1851. 

An act to legalize certain acts and records of the Clerk of 
the county court of Lamar county; passed November 26th, 
1851, approved December 8th, 1851. 

An act to amend an act concerning the book or register of 
land certificates issued for the county of Harris, which was at 
one time mislaid, but said book has been subsequently found 
and identified as genuine and unaltered; passed December 1st, 

1851, approved December 8th, 1851. 

An act authorising the Treasurer to pay to John A. Greer, 
guardian of J. A. Greer, jr., any monies deposited by order of 
the county court of Grimes county; passed December Ist, 1851, 
approved December 8th, 1851. ; 

An act making an appropriation to pay Williem Smith, 
sheriff of Starr county, for taking three convicts, and G. B. 
Black, sheriff of Grimes county, for taking one convict to the 
State Penitentiary; passed December 5th, 1851, approvel De- 
cember 9th, 1851. P. H. BELL. 

A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt 
of the late Republie of Texas; read second time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Williams, laid on the table and made the specia 
order of the day for Monday the 13th inst. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, Mr. Hart was added tothe com- 
miitee on Counties aud County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Burks, a bill to incorporate the town of 
Clarksville, in Red River county, was taken from the table and 
referred to a select committee. Messrs. Burks, Hart and Wil- 
liams were appointed said commiitee. 

On motion of My. Bogart, the Senate adjourned, until ten 
o’elock, to-morrow morning, 

4 y 


= i 
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WEDNESDAY, December 10, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rum present, 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr, Williams presented the petition of William Burkett; re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr, Eddy presented the memorial of the Executive committee 
of the Burkeville convention, of the Texas, Opelousas and New 
Orleans Railroad company ; referred to the committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements, 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to which was referred a bill for the relief of the securities 
of John W. MeKissick, late assessor and collector of Fayette 
county, reported the same back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Parker also made the following report: 


CommirtrEes Room, December 10, 1851. 
Hon. President of the Senate: 


A majority of the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of J. W. King, beg leave to report, that upon an examination of the 
original vouchers, it appears that $12,300 of stock in the consol- 
idated fund created by act of 7th June, 1837, was issued to the 
said King in payment for clothing, &c., purchased in Kentucky, 
and furnished for the army in 1836. ‘That the said John W. 
King, in accordance with the act of 20th March, 1848, filed with 
the Auditor and Comptroller the said $12,300 funded debt, and 
they gave him in lieu, a certificate, estimating the par value of 
the claim at seventy cents on the dollar, This they were induced 
to do. for the reason that they had estimated the entire fund at 
that rate, and a departure from it would have caused dissatisfac- 
tion. We beg leave to quete from their report upon this subject : 
“Tn the average value assigned to the consolidated fund of 7th 
June, 1837, there came to our knowledge a few cases of hard- 
ship, when the Government had received full consideration for 
the original obligation, which had been converted intg this fund 
and yet owned by the original investor. Had we departed from 
the rate we had assigned to this, or any other character of liabil- 
ity in one instance—no matter how justifiable, others, not posses- 
sing the same merit would have claimed it; and the consequence 
would have been that but fewclaimants would have been satis- 
fied with any other classification than that of par. For this rea- 
son, we determined, in all instances, to adhere to the rate affixed 
to each class, and report such eases of hardship as might arise, to 
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the Legislature, in order that such relief may be awarded in the 
premises as appears to be just. We therefore accompany this re- 
port with a statement, marked “OC,” of such cases, and hope the 
same will receive your favorable consideration. In this connec- 
tion, we refer you to the communication of Dr. John W. King, 
upon the subject of his claim, which is enclosed in the statement 
last named,” 

John W. King is the original investor and present owner, and 
the Government received full consideration for the original debt. 
Your committee are therefore of the opinion that the claimant 
should receive the full amouut he advanced. No evil can result 
from this precedent, as we are assured by the Auditor and Comp- 
troller, that there are but few similar cases—and right wrongs no 
one, © 

We submit a bill for his relief, and hdpe the same will receive 
the favorable consideration of the Senate. 


ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 

A bill for the relief of John W. King; read first time. 

Mr. Dancy made the following counter-report : 

Austin, December 10, 1851. 
To the President of the Senate; 

The undersigned, one of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, dissents from the report of a majority of the said commit- 
tee, in relation to the claim of John W. King, for the following 
reasons : 


It appears from the report of the Auditor and Comptroller, that 
John W. King’s claim is one for which Texas received ful! value, 
and should have been so allowed. As the claim was scaled, how- 
ever, it would be improper to legislate upon the subject by passing 
a special relief law. The Legislature has not yet acted upon the 
scaling system finally, and the claim is still within their control. 
The proper course to pursue with regard to this and similar claims, 
is to provide for them in arranging the scaled value of our debts. 
If the Legislature should adopt the scaling system of the Audi- 
tor and Comptroller, and then open the door for special relief 
laws, legislation on that subject will continue for years, at a 
cost to the State of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Itis the 
policy of the State to make the action of the Legislature upon 
the scaling system final, and all claims submitted to the scaling 
process, should have their proper value affixed thereto before the 
Legislature shall take final action upon the scaling system. That 
system should not be disturbed after the Legislature has deter- 
mined what shall be the scaled value of the public debt. It is 
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better that a few individuals should suffer, than to have the State 
involved in endless, harrassing and expensive special legislation. 


JON W. DANCY. 


Mr. Bigelow, from the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, to which was referred a bill to locate permanently 
the county seat of Lavaca county, reported the same back, with 
the following amendments, and recommended their adoption and 
the passage of the bill: 

Amend by adding after the words “ county seat,” in the last 
line of the 7th section the following :— 

Provided, that should the county seat be removed from Peters- 
burgh to any other point in the county by a vote of the people or 
otherwise, then, on the removal taking effect, and without any 
further conveyance, æ the right, title and interest, at this time 
held by the said county of Lavaca, in and to all or any of that 
tract of land situated on the east bank of the Lavaca river, in said 
county, being a part of the league granted to Arthur Shevrill ; 
beginning at the lower corner of Clark L. Owens’ land, on the 
bank of said river, thence east, with the lower line of said Owens’ 
land, 4,1584 varas ; thence south, 475 1-5 varas ; thence wesi to 
the Lavaca river; thence up said river, with the meanders of the 
Same, with place of beginning, containing three hundred and 
filty acres, more or less, shall pass and vest in the said Arthur 
Shevrill, to be heid by him absolutely and free from all the elaims 
of said county: Provided, that all the rights of persons to lots 
in said tract of land heretofore acquired by conveyance from the 
county of Lavaea, shall not be effected in any manner by this act. 

And the county court of Lavaca county shall, at its first regu- 
lar term after the removal shall have taken effect, or at some sub- 
seguent term, after giving said Arthur Shevrill ten days notice, 
on testimony, estimate the value of the various lots or parcels of 
the said tract of land conveyed by said county to other persons, 
and now owned by them, or their heirs or assigns, distinct from 
the improvements thereon, and make an allowance of the value 
thereof against the county, and in favor of Arthur Shevrill, which 
said amount shall be paid to him ont of the first money in the 
treasury. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, to which was referred a bill better defining the 
boundaries of Denton county ; reported the same back, and re- 
commehded its passage. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of John S. Roberts, reported, 

A. bill for the relief of Peter Murphy, his legal heirs or assigns ; 
read first time. l 
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Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, reported back a bill va- 
lidating certain certificates therein mentioned,‘and, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Wallace, dec’d, 
and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Taylor, from same committee, to which was referred the 
petition of Jonathan S. Lee, reported that it was inexpedient to 
grant the prayer of the petitioner. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred a joint resolution, instructing our Senators, 
and requesting our Representatives in Congress, to urge the pas- 
sage of a law allowing drawback upon foreign goods imported 
into the United States, and exported by land through Texas to 
Chihuahua and northern Mexico, reported the same back, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Scott introduced a bill to declare Little Cypress Bayou a 
navigable stream ; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the Select committee, on a bill to amend the 
10th section of an act to provide for the payment of grand nd 
petit juries, was read and adopted. 

Mr, Davis moved to reconsider the vote adopting the report, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. i 

T'he report of the committee on Public Lands, on a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart, and of David D. Wilson, 
deceased, offering a substitute therefor, was read and adopted, and 
bill ordered to be engrossed. =” 

A bill making an appropriation to pay the several assessors and 
collectors of taxes, for taking the census of their respective coun- 
ties for the year 1851; read. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment: 

After “fifty-one,” in section 1, line sixth, insert, “Provided, 
that no assessor and collector shall be entitled te pay under this 
act, who shall have failed-to file, or caused to be filed a copy of 
the census returns of his county in the office of the Secretary of 
State, on or before the first day of December, 1851.” 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the amendment as follows : 

Provided, however, that this provision shall not apply tothe 
assessor and collector of the county of Titus ”-—lost. , 

T amendment offered by Mr. Grimes was adopted, and bill 
passed. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee of conference, made 
the following report : 
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The committee of Conference, to whom were referred the 
Senate’s amendments to the substitute of the House of Represen- 
tatives for a bill originating in the Senate, entitled an act to amend 
an act regulating public printing, approved March 8, 1848, in 
which amendments the House of Representatives have refused to 
concur, having met and conferred upon the same, have after de- 
libeartion instructed us to report as follows, viz: 

It is recommended that from the first, second, third and fifth 
amendments the Senate recede, that the fourth amendment be 
modified by the Senate to read as follows: 

Section 2. That during the present session of the Legislature, 
a public printer may be elected at such time as by the concur- 
rence of the two Houses may be determined, and that the House of 
Representatives concur iu the said amendment as modified. 

Respectfully submitted. 

EDWARD BURLESON, Chairman on part of Senate. 
DARWIN M.STAPP, Chairman on part of H. of R. 


On motion of Mr. Wilson, the report was laid on the table, 

Mr. Eddy made the following report: 

The committee on Printing, to whom was referred sundry reso- 
lutions instructing said committee to contract for printing, &c., 
in the discharge of the duty assigned them, report that they have 
contracted with Messrs. Cushney & Hampton for the printing of 


150 copies of the Auditor’s report, for $15 
270 * * Treasurers; “ i 20 
500 # « Chickasaw memorial “ 20 


270. © Auditors and Comp- 
troller, “A,” a 
150 copies of Bills for the liquidation of 
the debt of the late Republic of 
Texas s 15 
All of which is respectfully submitted. i 
Z. Wus. EDDY, Chairman, 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on the Militias to 
which was referred the petition of Noah Smithwick, reported a 
bill for the relief of Noah Smithwick; and a bill for the relief of 
Jessee Billingsly, assignee of Noah Smithwick, which were read 
first time. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bill to au- 
thorize Robert Burns to practice law in this State, recommending 
its rejection was read and adopted. i 

A bill to repeal an act incorporating the city of Brownsville ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to remove certain Spanish records hereinafter described. 
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from the General Land Office to the county clerks office of 
Refugio county ; read, and passed toa third reading, - 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, on the petition 
of Thos, J. Rusk, David Rusk and James H. Starr, was read and 
adopted. 

On motiion of Mr. Sterne, the petition was referred to a select 
committee, 

Messrs. Sterne, Hill and Wilson were appointed said com- 
mittee. i ; 

The report of the committee on Internal Improvements, on a 
bill to incorporate Goodman’s turnpike company, offering amend- 
ments thereto, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, the report 
was laid on the table, and bill read. 

On motion of Williams, amended by inserting before the words 
“high water,” in sixth section, the word “ordinary,” and bill 
passed to third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Daingerfield; read and passed 
to third reading. 

The report of the committee on Finance on a bill to indemni- 
fy the owners for the loss of slaves executed for capital offences, 
offering an amendment thereto, was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following additional section as an amend- 
ment: 

“That the owner or owners of any slave or slaves, who shall 
be executed under the provisions of this act, shall be liable for all 
the damages said slaves have committed on the person or property 
of another, provided such damages shall not exceed in amount 
half the value of the slave executed, as provided for by this aet,” 

On motion of Wilson, the bill and amendment were laid on 
the table. 

A bill to regulate the pay of members and officers of the Leg- 
islature; read, and amendments offered by Finance committee 
adopted.‘ 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment, to come in after 
the words “ per diem,” in section one; “for the first seventy-five 
days of any one session, and three dollars per diem for the re- 
mainder of the session; rejected, and bill passed to third reading 
by the following vote : 

YeEas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Duggan, 
Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Sterne, Williams 
and Wilson—13. 


Nays—Messrs. Burks, Burleson, Dancy, Gray, Hart, Parker, 
Scott, Taylor and ‘Trnit—9. 


The report of the committee on’ the Judiciary on a bill to es- 
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tablish the terms of the supreme court, offering an amend- 
ment thereto, was read, amendment adopted, and bill passed to 
third reading, 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bil] author- 
izing the county court of El Paso county to appoint the place of 
holding the district court in said county, and define the time of 
holding the district courts in the 11th judicial district, offering an 
amendment thereto, was read, amendment adopted, and bill 
passed te third reading. 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House concurred in the amendments of the Senate, to a 
bill to encourage the deepening of the Anahnac Pass, at the 
mouth of the ‘Trinity river. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Stewart, deceased ; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah L. Stringer; read second 
time and orderéd to be engrossed. 

A bill for the investigation and determination of eleven league 
land claims in Robertson’s, and part of Burnett’s colony; read, 
and, ou motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table. i 

A bil to authorise Bartlett Sims to raise a location therein 
named, and locate the same upon any vacant land; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Ignatius S, Johnson; read 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill supplementary to an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments, approved March 20, 1848; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mi. Taylor, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. i 
A bill for the relief cf the settlers in the territory commonly 
known as Mercer’s colony ; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to authorize the commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue a patent in the name of William McMin Nuner, ' 
on certificate No. 508. . 

A bill concerning the qualifications of officers; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill forthe relief of Christopher Troutz; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr, Dancy, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 
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A. bill to enable part owners of slaves and other personal prop- 
erty to obtain partition thereof; read second time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspav, December 11, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rum present—the journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of Rebecca Chaney : referred. 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of sundry citizens of Leon 
county: refeyred to the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries. 

Mr, Hill presented the memorial of the trustees of Peters’ colo- 
ny; which was, on motion of Mr. Bogart, referred to the com- 
mittee to which was referred that portion of the Governor’s mes- 
sage relating to the tenure of Jands in Peters’ colony. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, re- 
ported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of John Weigel and Henrich Krey, or his 
assigns ; 

A bill regulating sales by Executors or Administrators, and 
amendatory ot the act concerning the estates of deccased persons, 
passed March 20th, 1848; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Ignacius S. Johnson; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart, and of 
the heirs of Daniel D. Wilson, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah L. Stringer; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Stewart, deceased, 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land _ 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Mary Kinkennon, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Wesley Fisher: read 
first time. 

Mr. Merriman introduced a bill providing for taking the depo- 
sitions of witnesses residing in the county where such depositions 
are to be used in evidence: read first time., — - 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill for the relief of Edward H. 
Tarrant: read first time, 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill concerning estates of persons con- 

M , 
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victed and sentenced to confinement in the penitentiary: read 
first time. l 

Mr. Duggan offered the following resolution: = _ 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance be requested to 
enquire into the expediency of abolishing the poll tax in this 
State, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be authorized and 
required to contract for the printing of 500 copies of the Comp- 
troller’s report for 1850 and 1851. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the relief of John Wiegel, and Henrich Krey, or his 
assigns: read third time and passed. 

A bill regulating sales by executors and administrators, and 
amendatory of the act concerning the estates of deceased persons, 
passed March 20, 1848: read, and rejected by the following 
vote: = 

Yeas—Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Merriman, 
Meusebach, Sterne and 'Taylor—8. 

Nays—Messrs Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Truit, Williams and Wilson—13, 

Mr. Gray moved to re-consider the vote just taken, and to lay 
the motion on the table: carried. ~ 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Ignacius S. Johnson ; 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah L. Stringer; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Stewart, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Levi P. Lockhart, and of the 
heirs of Daniel D. Wilson, deceased, were severally read a third 
time and passed. ; 

Mr. Burleson presented the memorial of the heirs of Benjamin 
R. Milam, praying rélief: read, and on motion of Mr. Burleson, 
referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to incorporate Goodman’s Turnpike Company: read 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Dancy, Da- 
vis, Doane, Duggan, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, 
Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and 
Wilson—21. 

Nays—Mr. Reaves—1- ; : 

_A bill to regulate the pay of members and eflicers of the Le- 
gislature: read third time. 

A call of the Senate was made, and the Sergeant-at-Arms des- 
patehed after absent members, 
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On motion of Mr. Wilson, the call was withdrawn, and bill 
rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messys. Bogart, Davis, Doane, Eddy, Hill, Kinney, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves and Williams—10, 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Burleson, Dancy, Duggan, w 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit and 
Wilson—14. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the vote just taken was re-considered. 

The yeas and Nays were again called on the passage of the 
bill, and were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Doane, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, 
Meusebach, Reaves, Williams and Wilson—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Dancy, Davis, Dug- 
gan, Kiddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and 
Truit--15. Rejected. . 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the vote just taken was re-consid- 
ered, and bill again rejected by the following vote: 

Yxras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Grimes, Hill, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Williams and,Wilson, 

Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Burleson, Dancy, Duggan, 
Eddy, Gray, Hart, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and Truit—13. 

The'following bills were severally tead a third time and passed, 
to wit: : 

A bill to authorize the County Court of El Paso county to ap- 
point the place of holding the District Court in said county, 
and define the time of holding the District Courts in the 11th 
Judicial District ; j 

A. bill to remove certain Spanish records, hereinafter described, 
from the General Land Office to the county court clerk’s office of 
Refugio county; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Daingerfield. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning, 


tremenan 


F'ripay, December 12, 1851. 


'The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr, Smith—roll calied—quo- 
rum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 


Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
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Claims, reported back a bill to authorize Bartlett Sims to raise a 
location therein named, and locate the same upon any vacant 
Jand, and 

‘A bill to authorize the commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a patent in the name of William McMin Numer, 
on certificate No. 508, and recommend their passage. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, reported back a bill for 
for the relief of Christopher Troutz, and recommended that it be 
referred to the committee on Finance, 

Mr. Reaves introduced a joint resolation, fixing the time at 
which the fourth Legislature shall adjourn; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands be requested 
to take under consideration the propriety of the passage of some ' 
law requiring surveys to be made on files upon land within a 
given time, 

Mr. Sterne moved to reconsider the vote which rejected a bill 
to regulate the pay ot members and officers of the Legislature. 

Mr. Taylor moved to lay the motion on the table; carried by 
the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Burleson, Dancy, Davis, 
Eddy, Gray, Hill, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit and Wil- 
liams—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Grimes, 
Hart, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves and Wilson—10. l 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the report of the committee on 
Public Lands, on Joint resolution for the relief of James Pratt 
Plummer, was taken from the table and placed among the orders 
of the day. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill better defining the boundaries of Denton county ; read, 
and passed to third reading. 

A bill for the relief of the securities of John W. McKissick, 
late assessor and collector ; read and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, Mr. Meusebach was added to the 
committee to which was referred that portion of the Governors 
message relating to the tenure of lands in Peter's colony. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Wallace, dec’d; 
read, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the 
petition of Jonathan S. Lee, reporting it inexpedient to grant the 
prayer of the petitioner, was read and adopted. ` 

A bill validating certain certificates therein mentioned; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Williams, laid on the table. 
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A bill to Iocate permanently the seat of justice of Lavaca coun- 
ty, one amendments thereto, was read and amendments 
adopted. S 

Mr. Duggan offered the following amendment : 

Amend by striking out the werd “ June,” in the second hne in 
first section, and insert “ April ;” and amend the fourth section so 
as to read as follows: “ That none but the citizens ot said coun- 
ty who shall be qualified to vote for members of the Legislature, 
shall be allowed to vote at said election ;” adopted. 

Mr. Duggan also offered the following amendment: 

“ Provided farther, that in the event of the removal of the 
county seat from Petersburg, it shall be the duty of the county 
court, upon the application of any person er persons having made 
or now owning improvements on any of the lots of said town, 
which were made in consequence of the county seat being lo- 
cated there, to estimate the value of all such improvements, upon 
proof before said court, as though the county seat was still per- 
manently located at said town of Petersburg, and all estimates 
thus made shall be certified to by said county court, and shall 
stand as a debt against said county, to be paid out of the first 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the vote adopting the above amend- 
ment was reconsidered, and amendment rejected, and the Senate 
refused to pass the bill to a third reading. ` 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, to urge the passage of a law allow- 
ing drawback upon foreign goods imported into the United States, 
and exported by land through Texas to Chihuahua and northera 
Mexico; read, and, on motion of Mr. Meusebach, laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, Mr. Burleson’ was added to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. i i 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Billingsly, assignee of Noah 
Smithwick; read second-time, and, on motion of Mr. Burleson, 
referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Noah Smithwick; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Burléson, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

Joint resolution for the relief of James Pratt Plummer; read, 


-and, on motion of Mr, Parker, referred to the committee on Pri- 


vate Land Claims. E 
A bill for the relief of John W. King; read second time, and, 
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on motion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the committee on Public 
‘Debt, 


| 
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A bill for the relief of Peter Murphy, his legal heirs or as- 
signs; read second time, and ordered to bè engrossed. 

A bill tọ declare the Little Cypress Bayou a navigable stream ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the 
cmmiitee on Internal Improvements, 

The resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on Fi- 
nance to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the poll tax; 
read and rejecteed. 

The resolution of the Senate requiring the committee on 
Printing, to contract for the printing of five hundred copies of 
the Comptroller’s report for 1850 and 1851; read and adopted. 

A bill forthe relief of Edward H. Tarrant; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. . 

A bill providing for taking the depositions of witnesses residing 
in the county where such depositions are to be used in evidence ; 

And a bill concerning estates of persons convicted and sen- 
tenced to confinement in the State Penitentiary, were read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, ihe Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
fO-morrow morning. 


Sairepar, December 13, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournmeut—prayer by the Rey. Mr. Smith—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 


Mr. Williams presented the petition of George W. Wright: 
referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Meusebach presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
county of Comal: referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, reported back a bill to incorporate the town of 
Gilmer, in Upshur county, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Eddy made the following report: 

‘The committee on Printing, to whom was referred the resolu- 
tion of the Senate, instructing said committee to contract for the 
printing of 500 copies of the report of the Comptroller for the 
years 1850 and 1351, have contracted for the printing of the 
same with Messrs, De Cordova & Co., at the rate of one-sixth 
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(1-6th) per cent. per page ; and the same to be completed in forty 
days. All of which is most respectfully submitted. 


Z. W. EDDY, Chairman. 
Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
_ Claims, to which was referred the petition of Rebecca Chaney, 
reported a bill to require the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to patent certificate No. 20, first class, issued by the 
county court of Grimes county: read first time. 

Mr. Scott moved to re-cousider the vote which refused to pass 
to a third reading, a bill to locate permanently the county seat of 
La Vaca county. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill concerning the qualification of officers, 
reported it back with the following amendment, and recommended. 
its passage : 

Jn the 4th line, strike out the words “a citizen of the United 
States and”, 

Mr. Gray, from the same committee, reported back to the Se- 
nate, a bill to render valid and effectual to legal claimants, pa- 
tents for land which have been issued, or which may hereafter 
be issued, in the name of deceased persons; and 

A bill to enable part owners of slaves, and other personal pro- 
perty to obtain partition thereof, and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Wilson, from the same committee, made the following 
report : ` 

The Committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to be 
entitled an act providing for taking the depositions of witnesses 
residing in the county wher2 such depositions are to be used in 
evidence, and have instructed me to report the same back to the 
Senate, with the following amendment, and recommend the 
adoption of said amendment, and the passage of the bill: 

lst. Add to first section, the words following: Provided that, 
in all cases, such depositions shall be returned to the clerk of the 
court, within ten days from and after the taking of the same; 
and further provided, that no depositions taken under the pro- 
visions of this act shall be read as evidence, unless it be made ap- 
parent to the court, that the party offering such depositions has 
used due diligence to obtain the attendance of the witness, by 
having him summoned; which fact shall be shown by the return 
of the sheriff, or other officer, upon the summons. 

Respectfully, . 
JAMES C. WILSON, 
One of the Committee. 
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Mr. Burks, chairman of the select committee to which was 
referred a bill to incorporate the town of Clarksville, reported a 
substitute therefor, and recommended its adoption and the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. Scott introduced a bill to authorize Silas M. Grace to 
adopt John Cotton, Elizabeth Cotton, and Thomas Cotton, as 
his lawful heirs: read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, Messrs, Wilson and Merriman were 
added to the committee to which was referred that portion of the 
Governor’s message relating to the tenure of lands in Peters’ 
colony. i 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Wilson, the report of the committee on Con- 
ference on a bili to amend the 2nd and 7th'sections of an aet 
regulating the public printing, approved March 8th, 1848, was 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr.-'T'aylor, the questions involved in the report 
were acted upon separately. , 

The question being taken upon the adoption of that part of the 
report recommending that the Senate recede from their Ist and 
2nd amendments, was carried by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Burleson, Davis, Doane, Duggan, 
Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Sterne and Wilson, 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, 
Hart, Parker, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Williams—12._ 

There being a tie, the President voted in the affirmative. The 
remaining portion of the report was then adopted. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be required to 
enquire into the propriety of the passage of a law fixing the sala- 
ries of all officers of the State not otherwise provided for, and 
that they report by bill or otherwise. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the Senate’s bill to provide for the re- 
ception and deposite of a portion of the indemnity due the State 
of ‘Texas, by the United States, with an amendment. — 

A message was received from the louse, informing the Senate 
that the House had adopted the substitutes of the Senate, for a 
bill for the relief of the heirs of William Gibbes, deceased, and a 
bill for the benefit of W, W. Wooten, assignee of David Lloyd; 
also, that the Honse had passed the following bills, originating in 
the Senate, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of James M, Day ; 
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A bill for therelief of John A. Veatch, his heirs or assigns, as- 
signee of Ramon Sanchez ; 

A bill for the relief of William Af. Christy; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs af Sally Owens, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Edward B. Wood; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Haden Arnold, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Geo. Hamilton, deceased ; 

A bill to authorize David Hill to construct a bridge across the 
Sabine river ; 

A bill for the relief of Wesley W. Hanks ; and 

A bill for the relief of Cassimiro Garcia. 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills,which ori- 
ginated in the Honse, to wit: 

A bill to preseribe the time of holding the courts in the second 
Judicial District of the State of Texas ; 

A bill to re-incorporate the town of Huntsville ; 

A bill for the relief of Luther M. T. Plummer: 

A bill to incorporate the Attoyac Turnpike Company ; 

A bill granting and securing 610 acres of land to the heirs of 
George W., Crowls, deceased, to which they are entitled by vir- 
tue of the services and death of said Geo. W. Crowls, in the army 
of the Republic of Texas ; - 

A bill to authorize the Auditor to settle the accounts of Wm. 
G, Cooks; 

A bill to charter the Bastrop Academy ; | 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Hi. Parker; 

A bill to permit Fitz William Bonner to practise law ; 

A bill to amend an act providing for the transfer of records of 
administrators to new countics, passed May 15th, 1846; and 

A bill to incorporate San Antonio. 

A bill confirming the action of the Auditor and Comptroller, 
under the provisions of an act of the Legislature to provide for 
ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of ‘Texas, &c.; read. 

Mr. Hart moved to lay the bill on ihe table, and make it the 
order of the day for Tuesday next: lost by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Gray, Hart, 
Kinney, Merriman, Sterne and Wilson—10, 

Nays——Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Burleson, Davis, Eddy, 
Grimes, Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit 
and Williams-—14. 

Mr, Kinney moved to refer the bill to the committee on State 
Affairs; upon which the yeas aud nays were as iollows ; 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Deane, Hart and Kinoney-~4. 

Nays--Messts, Ariustong, Dozart Burks, Burleson, Davis, 
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Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Par- 
a Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson, 
0. Lost, 

Mr. Kinney moved to amend the bill by striking out the words 
“and no more,” at the end of the bill; adopted. 

Mr. Wilson moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday 
morning 10 o'clock; lost. ; 

Mr. Parker moved to lay the bil] on the table; lost. 

Ön motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until half 
Past 9 o’cleck Monday morning. 


Monpay, December 15, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—roli calied—quorum present. 


The journal of Saturday was reed and adopted. 


Mr. Barle:on presented the-memorial of Thomas F, McKin- 
ney ; read, and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of William Ford, and of 
the heirs of James W. Taylor; referred to the commiite on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported back joint resolution for the relief of James 
Pratt Piammer, with the following amendment, and recommend- 
ed its passage : 

Amend by striking out “ one third of a league,” and inserting 
= 320 ceres.” ; 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to which was referred the petition of Norman Hurd, re- 
ported the same back, and recommended that it be referred to the 
committee on Publie Debt. 

Mr. Parker, from the same committee, reported back a bill for 
the relief of Edward H. Tarrant, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Sterne, chairman of the committee on the Penitentiary, 
to which was referred the resolution of the Senate, instructing 
them to enquire of soamending the act to establish a State 
Penitentiary as to make it the duty of clerks of district courts 
to notify the superintendent whenever any person shal) be sen- 
tenced to the Penitentiary by the court of his county; and to re- 
quire the superintendent, upon such notice, to send a sufficient 
number of his guards, with the means necessary for securing 
such conwet or convicts and conducting them to the Penitenti- 
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ary, reported that it would be improper to amend the law as con- 
templated by said resolution. l < 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill supplementary to an act to au- 
thorize the commissioner of the General Land Office to issue 
patents on certificates issued by the board of land commissioners 
of Robertson county, approved 5th February, 1830; read first 
time. 

Mr, Seott introduced a bill to prohibit plaintiffs in suits brought 
for tresspass to try titles from recovering rents in certain cases ; 
read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill confirming the action of the Auditor and Comptroller, 
under the provisions of an act of the Legislature to provide for 
ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, &c.; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. A 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to a 
bill to provide for the reception and deposite of a portion of the 
indemnity due the Stateof Texas by the United States. 

A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt 
of the late Republic of Texas; read ; 

Mr. Gray offered a substitute for the bill. 

Mr. Wilson moved to refer the bill and substitute to a select 
committee. 

Mr. Taylor moved to postpone the bill and substitute until to- 
morrow ; lost by the following vote : 

Yereas—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Gray, Hart, Kinney, Merri- 
man, Scott, Faylor and Williams—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Burleson,” Doane, Duggan, 
Eddy, Grimes, Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Truit 
and Wilson—14. 

The question was then taken upon Mr, Wilson’s motion to re- 
fer to a select committee ; lost by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Gray, Kin- 
ney, Merriman, Meusebach, Sterne and Wilson-—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Burleson, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Williams—13. 

Mr. Davis moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock p. m.; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 3 
o’clock p. m, 

3 o'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt of 
the Idte Republic of Texas, being under consideration when the 
Senate adjourned, was taken up. 
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Mr. Seoit ofered the following amendment to the substitute 
offered by Mr. oy to come in at the end of the fourth section: 

* Provided, that nothing in this bill shall be so construed as to 
make an an ue iation for claims which have not been sealed by 
the auditoria! board appointed tor that purpose by an act ap- 
proved 20h ae reh, 1843. 

Oa motion of Mr. Burks, the bill was postponed until to-mor- 


ge was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had edepted the report of the committee of con- 
o amend an act regulating the public printing, 


cnate re qui iring the committee on State 
tajts propriety of the passage of a law fix- 
g = salaries of ail officers of t the State not otherwise provided 
a and report by biii or otherwise, was read and adopted. 
tel following bills from the Llouse, were severally reada first 
time fo Wit: 

A DIUI to amend an act providing for the transfer of records of 

administrators to new courties, passed May 13, 1546 ; 

A biil to permit Fitz m iam Bonner to practise law; 

p biii to incorporate t e city of San Antonio; 

A. bill for ine relief of “William H. Parker; 

a bili to anthorize the Auditor to settle ihe accounts of Wil- 
liam G. Cooke, cs late Quarter Master Gen eneral; 

A bill granting and securing 640 acres of land to the heirs of 
Gesrge W. Crowis, deceased, to whieh they are entitled by virtue 
of thee sryices and death of said George W. Crowls, in the army 

of the Repu abiic of Tesas ; 
i à bizi i to cherter the Bastrop Acedemy : 
Abn to incorporate the Attoyac turnpike company ; 

A bill for the relief of Luther M. T. Plummer; 

A bill to re-incorporate the town of Huntsville, and, 

A bill to prescribe tke time of holding the courts in the second 
judicial district of the State of Texas. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Kagrossed Bills, re- 
ported a bili for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Wallace, de- 
ceased, and 

A biii for the relief of Peter Murphy, his legal heirs orassigns, 
correctiy engrossed. =~ 


A bill better delining the boundaries of Denton county; read, 


and, on motion of Mr. Hill, re-committed to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries, 


A bill for the relief of the securities of John W, MeKissick, 
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late assegser and collector of Fayette county; read third time 
and pessed. 

A bill for the relief of Peter Murphy, his legal heirs or assigns. 

Mr. Tayier moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the bili was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, a bill validating certain certifi- 
cates therein mentioned, was taken up and passed to a third read. 
ing. 

“A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Wallace, de- 
ceased ; read third time and passed. 

A bil] to authorize the commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a Patent in the name of William MceMin Nuner, on 
certificate No, 50S ; read and passed to third reading. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, recom- 
mending that a bill for tho relief of Christopher Trontz be re- 
ferred to the committee on Finance, was read and adopted. 

The résolution of the Senate requesting the committee en Pub- 
lic Lands, to take under consideration the propriety of the pas- 
sage of some law requiring surveys to be made on files upon 
land within a given time, Was read and adopted. 

Joint resolution fixing ihe time at which the fourth session of 
the Legislature shall adjourn ; read second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Hill, laid on the table. 

A bill to authorize Silas M. Grace to adopt John Cotton, Eliza- 
beth Cotton and Thomas Cotton, as his lawful heirs; read sec- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson laid, on the table, 


The report of the select committee, to which was referred a 
bill to incorporate the town of Clarksville, offering a substitute 
therefor, was read, substitute adopted, and bill passed to third 
reading. 

A bill providing for taking the depositions of witnesses re- 
siding in the county where such depositions are to be used in 
evidence, together with the report of the committee on the Judi- 
ciary, offering amendments thereto, was read, amendments adopt- 
ed, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill concerning the qualifications of officers, together with 
the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering an amend- 
ment thereto, was read and adepted, and bill passed to third read- 
ing, 

A billto enable part owners of slaves and other personal 
property to obtain partition thereof; read and passed to third 
reading, 
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Mr. Kinney presented the petition of James H. Neely ; refer- 
red to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, _ 
made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the fol- 
lowing bills correctly enrolled, to wit: 

An act for the benefit of W. W. Wooten, assignee of David 
Lloyd; 

An act to anthorize David Hill to constructa bridge across 
Sabine River ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Edward B. Wood ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of George Hamilion, dec’d ; 

An act for the relief of James M. Day ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Sally Owens, deceased ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Hayden Arnold, deceased ; 

An act for the relief of Casimiro Garcia; 

An act for the relief of William Gibbs, deceased ; 

An act for the relief of William M. Cristy ; 

Ani act concerning estates of deceased soldiers ; 

An act to amend an act to incorporate Austin College; 

An act to amend the estray law, approved February 8, 1550; 

An act changing the name of fic county seat of Bell county ; 

An act to require the commissioners of the town of Paris, in 
Lamar county, to turn over to the county court of said county 
all monies, notes, deeds and other documents in their possession. 

And that they have this day been deposited with the Governor 
for his signature. 

A till to render valid and effectual to legal claimants patents 
for land which have been issued or which may hereafter be is- 
sued in the names of deceased persons; read and passed to third 
reading, 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Tvrespay, December 16, 1851. _ 


The Senate was called to order by the President, purusant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev, Mr. Baggerly—rol]l called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Meusebach presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Comal county, praying the passage of a law authorizing the le- 
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vying of a special tax for the purpose of building a jail, &c. ; re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Bogart presented the petition of Simpson M. Pulliam: re- 
ferred ta the committee on Private Land Ciaims, 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred a bill for the relief of tite persons taken pri- 
soners by the Mexican Army at the Mission of Refugio, in 1841, 
and the petitions of Allensworth Adams and of James H. Neely, 
reported them back, and asked to be discharged from their fur- 
ther consideration, for the reason that they doubt the policy of 
re-opening the Auditorial Board. 

Mr. Eddy, from the committee on Education, to which was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Comal county, reported 
a bill to incorporate the Comal Union School, which was read 
first time. 


Mr. Sterne, chairman of the select committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Thos. J. Rusk, David Rusk and James 
H. Starr, reported a bill for their relief; which was read first 
time. 


Mr. Taylor,chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of William A. Droddy and 
Mary J. Nugent, reported the same back and recommended its 
rejection; the testimony not being sufficient to entitle the parties 
to the land prayed for. : 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a bill confirming the action of the Auditor and Comp- 
troller, under the provisions of an act of the Legislature to pro- 
vide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, &c., 
correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Hart, from the committee on Public Lands, to which was 
referred a bill for the relief of the settlers in the territory com- 
moniy known as Mercer's colony, reported the same back and 
Tecommended its passage. 

Mr. Kinney introduced a bill to incorporate the Texas West- 
ern Railroad Company : read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bill for the investigation of 
eleven league land claims in Rebertson’s and part of Burnett’s 
colony, was taken from the table and placed among the orders of 


the day, ° 
d ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill confirming the action of the Auditor and Comptroller, 
under the provisions of an act of the Legislature to provide for 
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ascertaining ihe debt of the late Republic of Texas, read third 
time. 

Mr. Gray moved fo amend the bill by adding to the end therte- 
of, the following words: “and the settlement made by this bili 
shail be final”: rejected by the following vate: 

Yeas—Messrs, Burxs, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Hart, Meusebach, 
Reaves, Scott and Taylor—9. z : 

Nays—Messts. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Sterne, ‘Trait, Wil- 
liams and Wisen—tL. 

Tie bill then passed by the following vote: ; 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Barks, Davis, 
Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Trait, Williams and Wii- 
son—21. 

Nsvs—aAlessrs, Doane and Kinney—2, 

A message was received from the House, transmitting the spe- 
cial message of ths Governor with the report of the Attorney-Ge- 
neral: and informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill 
to enable the State of Texas to obtain the money advanced. the 
United States Government for the subsistence and forage of two 
companies of rangers in the service of said United States, com- 
manded by Captains Blackwell and Johnson; and a bill making 
an appropriation for the purchase of an iron safe and a set ot 
books tor the Treasurer's office. 

A bill validating certain certificates therein mentioned; read 
third time, 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the caption was stricken out, and 
the following inserted in lien thereof: “A bill for the relief of 
Lee Morris, Seth Morris and Ambrose Douthitt,” and bill passed. 

A Lill making an appropriation for the purchase of an iron safe 
and a set of books for the Treasurers oflice; read first time, and 
on motion of Mr. Hart, the role was suspended, bill read 2nd 
time and passed to a third reading. 

Ha motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was farther suspended, Lill 
read third time and passed. ` 

A iid to enable the State of Texas to obtain the money ad- 
vanced tne Dnitcd States Government, for the subsistence and 
forage oś two companies of rangers 14 the service of said United 
States, eomiaauded Ly Coptis Biuekwell -and Johnston; read 
first tine, and on motion of Mr. Bill, the rnle was suspended, bill 
read second time and paced to a third reading, l 

aipeion of Mr. Kinney, the bill was amended by inserting 
the letter © M? Letween * Charlea” and “ Blackwell.” 
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Oa motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Kinney presented the petition of Thomas S, Smith, Sarah 
Jane Morrison and Mary Ann Smith: referred to the committee 
on Private Land Ccaims, 

Alr. Wiliams made the following report: 

Commirrer-Room, Austin, December, 1851. 
To the Honorable Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Nenate: 

The committee of the two Houses of the Legislature on Indian 
- Affairs, acting in joinf session, have considered the resolution of 
the Senate requiring the same to enquire into the expedieney of 
appropriating and setting apart a tract of land for the temporary 
residence of some of the smali tribes of Indians on our borders, 
and have insiructed the undersigned to report, that in the opinion 
of said committee, the State could adopt no better or more hu- 
mane plan to relieve our border citizens from the petty thefts and 
depredations committed by those Indians residing in our State 
in detached bands, and under the control of no direct agency, 
than by setting apart small tracts or parcels of land near the 
United States military posts selected on our frontier, to be occu- 
pied by these Indians, subject to the pleasure of the State. By 
adopting the plan proposed, they will at once settle down, eniti- 
vate the soll, tura thar atiention to stock-raising, ete., instead of 
depending on the chase, which, at best, affords an uncertain and 
scanty subsistence, and often drives them to acts of theft upon the 
stock of our citizens, to supply tao deficiency required for the 
support of their old- men and families. In addition, your com- 
mittee have every reason to hope, and believe, that so soon as 
the policy contemplated by the resolution referred, shall be adopted 
by the State, thet the United States Government will take charge 
of said Indians, extend to them that protection and enccurage- 
ment which wiil ensure a snceessful peace to that portion of our 
frontier subject to the incursions of these Indians; an object much 
to be desired by every portion of our State, and at the same time 
resnit in no inconvenience 19 the wealth of the same. 

The committee have thoretore iustructed us to report herewith, 
a bill to be entitled an act to set apart ten leagues of land for In- 
dian purposes, and to recommend ito passage. 

WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
(ine of the Committee of Senate, 
OBT. S. NEIGHPORS, 


“oaipman of Committce H. R- 
€} 
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A bill to set apart ten leagues of land for Indian purposes: read 
first time. 

The following bills from the House were severally read a third 
time and passed. 

A bill to authorize the commissioner of the General Land OF 
fice to issue a patent in the name of Wm. McMin Nuner, ow cer- 
tificate No. 508; 

A bill concerning the qualification of officers ; 

A bill to enable part owners of slaves, and other personal pro- 
erty, to obtain partition thereof; 

A bill to render valid and effectual to legal claimants, patents 
for land which have been issued, or which may hereafter be is- 
sued, in the names of deceased persons; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Clarksville. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


WerpneEspay, December 17, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present—the journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 

On motion cf Mr, Reaves, Mr. Burleson was excused from at- 
tendance, on account of sickness. 

Mr. Sterne presented the petition of Roswell Gorman; re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 

orted a Lill to provide for the reception and deposite of a portion 
of the indemnity Gue the the State of Texas, for the sale of a por- 
tion of her north-western territory, under the provisions of an act 
of Congress approved September 9, 1550, correctly enrolled; and 
that the same was deposited on yesterday with the Governor, for 
his approval. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had adopted a substitute for the Senate’s bill con- 
cerning writs of certiorari from justices courts; and that the 
House had passed a bill for the relief of Theresa Tyler, with an 
amendment. 

Mr. Eddy made the followin’ report : 

The-comunittee on Contingent Expenses have approved an 
acecunt in favor of Samuel G. Haynie, for postage on newspa- 
pers and public documents, amounting to the sum of one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight dollars forty-two cents; and an account 
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in favor of A. H. Cook, for work, for the sum of one hundred and 
thirty-eight dollars. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt of 
the late Republic of Texas. 

Mr. Scott withdrew the amendment offered by him, to the sub- 
stitute offered by Mr. Gray. 

Mr. Sterne moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing ; lost by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, BogartDancy, Doane, 
Merriman, Parker and Sterne—8. 

Nays-—-Messrs. Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Kinney, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, fruit, Williams and Wil- 
son— l4. 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment to his substitute : 
In third section, first line, insert, after the word “ which,” the 
words “have been allowed and confirmed, and which.” 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill and amendment were post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, a bill to incorporate the Corpus 
Christi navigation company, was taken from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Wilson moved that the Senate adjourn until 10 o’clock 
o morning ; upon which the yeas and nays were as fol- 
OWS: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Doane, Hart, Mer- 
riman, Parker, Sterne, Williams and Wison—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Reaves, Scott, Tayor and Truit—13 ; 
lost. i 

Qn motion of Mr. Sterne, a call of the Senate was had, and the 
Sergeant-at-Arms despatched after absentees. 

A bill concerning writs of certiorari to justices courts; read 
first time. 

Mr, Eddy introduced a bill to establish the New Orleans, Tex- 
as and Pacific rail-way company, and for the extension of the 
New Orleans, Algiers and Opelousas rail-road through Texas ; 
read first time. f 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House, to a 
bill for the relief of Theresa Tyler. 

A bill to prohibit plaintiffs in suits brought for trespass to try 
titles, from recovering rents in certain cases; read second time, . 


and on motion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 


pit 

A bil suppiementary to an act to authorize the Comanssioner 
oi the General Land Office to issue patents on certificates issued 
bv the Board of Land Commissioners of Robertson connty, ap- 
proved 5th Febrnary, 155i); read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Tayior, raierred 19 the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bil to reqmire the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to patent certificate No. 20, first ciass, issued by the county court 
of Grimes souniy: read second time, and ordered to be engressed. 

A bil ior the invesiigation and determination of eleven keagne 
land cinims in Rabertson’s and part of Burneti’s colony; read 
second time, aligpon motion of Mr. Armstrong, laid on the table. 

Cin motion ol Mr. Eddy, the committee on Printing was at- 
thorized to cortract for the printing cf 270 copies of the Attorney 
Generais report, for the use of the Senate. 

A Eil to set aport ien leagues of land for Indian purposes ; 
reac second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid upon the 
tabis, 

4 5L to inserparate the Gomexl Union School; read second 
aime, aud crdsred t2 be angrossed. ` 

On moton ci Mr. Darks, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow mnorning, 


Terespay, December 18, 1551. 


The Sencie Was caed to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—preyer by tue Rey. Mr. Baggerly—xoll ecalled— 
QBOTRID present, 

The journal ci yes-erlay was read and cdopted. 

Mr. Parker preseMied the petition of Thomas 2. Bailey ; re- 
ierred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Parker ciso presented the petition of Thomas T. Bailey, 
asking the privilege of establishing a Ferry on the Brazos and on 
the Rio Grande rivers; referred to the committee on Roads, 
Bridges ang Ferries, 

Mr, Taylor, chairman of the conmitice om Private Land 
C.zims, to which were referred the petitions of George W, Parrish 
aud Roswe.] Gorman, reported a bI for their relief, which was 
read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition oi James Hall, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Richard Hail, deceased ; read first time. 

Mr. Parker made the following report: 

The committee on Ciems and Accounts, to which was referred 


Loy 


the petition of the agent of the heirs of the late R, P. Brenham, 
asking that the Auditor and Comptroller be authorized and di- 
rected to issue a publie debt certificate for the services of the 

id R, F. Brenham, as one of the commissioners to Santa Fe, in 
the year 134, report, that as this is of that character of claims 
whieh will come within the scope of the duties belonging proper- 
ly to the committee on Public Debt, your committee would re- 
spectfully recammend that the petition in question be referred to 
that committee, and with that view it is herewith reported back 
to the Senate. 

Mr. Gray, chairman cf the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill regulating writs of error, reported a 
bill concerning writs of error, as a substitute therefor, and re- 
commended its adoption and passage. 

Air. Wilson introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of E. J. 
W. Lowery; read first time. 

_ Mr. Williams introduced a bili for the relief of Jim Shaw, a 
Delaware indian ; read first time. 

Mr. Duggan introduced a joint resolution instructing our Sena- 
tors and requesting cur Representatives in Congress, to use their 
best exertions to have an appropriation made by the Congress of 
the United States for the payment of losses sustained by the citi- 
ezus of this State, by depredations of different Indian tribes since 
our annexalion.to the United States; read first time. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to charter the Vicksburg and El 
Paso railroad company ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill for the relief of William H. 
Kennedy, was taken from the table and re-committed to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, a bill for the relief of Wesley Fish- 
er was taken irom the table and placed among the orders of the 
day. 

A message was r zeived from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House bad passed a bill to incorporate the town of 
Carthage, in Panola county; also, that the House had adopted 
the foliowing resolution. ? 

Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a committee to act witha 
like committee on the part of the Senate, to make suitable arrange- 
ments for the inauguration of the Governor and Lieutenant-Gov- 


ernor elect, 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt of 
the late Republic ot ‘Texas, was read. 
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The amendment offered by Mr. Gray to his substitute was 
adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the caption was amended so as to 
read “a bill providing for the payment of a portion of the debt of 
the late Republic of ‘Texas. 

Mr. Eddy moved that the Senate adjourn until 3 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing, upon which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yras— Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Gray, Merriman, Sterne, 
and Wilson—Y7. . 

Naxs—Messrs. Burks, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Trot and Williams—12 ; lost. 

Mr. Sterne moved to adjourn until three quarters past 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning ; lost. 

Mr. Sterne moved to adjourn until half past 9 o’clock to-mor-. 
row morning ; lost. . 

Mr. Bigelow moved to postpone the bill until to-morrow ; lost. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Eddy's motion to adjourn 
until 3 o'clock, and carried. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate mei—ro}l called—quorum present. 

A bill providing for the payment of a portion of the debt of 
the late Republic of ‘Texas being under consideration when the 
Senate adjourned, was iaken up. 

‘On motion of Mr. Kinney, the further consideration of the bill 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

A bill for the relief of the settlers in the territory commonly 
known as Mercer's colony; read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, 1¢e-committed to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr, Scott introduced a bill to incorporate the Little Cypress 
Bridge company ; read first time. l 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 7 
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Ermay, December 19th, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—Roll called 
—Quormum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Wilson presented the memorial of the chief justice and 
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county commissioners of Wharton county; referred to the com- 
mittee on State Afairs. 

Mr. Dancy presented the petition of William Bridges of Fay- 
ette county; referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the coramittee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to incorporate the Comal Union School; and, 

A bill to require the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to patent certificate No. 20, first class, issued by the county 
eourt of Grimes county. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to create the county of Hidal- 
go; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a committee was appointed to act 
in conjunction with a like committee on the part of the House, 
in making arrangements for the inauguration of the Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governer elect; Messrs. Sterne, Dancy and 
Duggan were appointed said committee. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had adopted the substitute of the Senate to 
a bill to incorporate the town of Clarksville, and concurred in 
the amendment of the Senate to a bill concerning the qualifica- 
tion of cficers; also, thatthe House had passed the following 
bills, to-wit: 

A dill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Lagd OTice to issug patents to legal purchasers at probate 
and sheriff sales; and, 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston College. 

Mr. Parker introduced a bill to amend an act approved Nov. 
80th, 1850, to amend the second and seventh sections of an act 
to organize the supreme court of the State of Texas, approved 
12th May, 1846 ; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill providinz for the liquidation and payment of the debt 
of the late Republic of Texas; read. 

Mr. Grimes moved that a committee be appointed to wait on 
Messrs. Burleson and Armstrong, and receive their votes on the 
adoption of Mr. Grav’s substitute for the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the motion made by Mr. Grimes 
was laid on the table. j 

Mr. Dancy moved to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill until Tuesday next; lost by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Day, Doane, Duggan, Gray, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach and Sterne—L0. 
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Wars.—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williamsand Wilson—18. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the motion made by him, that a 
committee be appointed to takethe votes of Messrs. Armstrong 
and Burleson, was taken up and carried, and Messrs. Grimes, 
Burks and Reares were appointed said committee. 

The yeas and nays being called on the adoption of the sub- 
stitute, were as follows : 

Yeras.—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Eddy, Gray, Merriman, Mensebach, Reaves, Trait and Wilson 
—is. 

WaArs.—WMessrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burleson, Doane, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and 
Williams—13 

‘There being a tie, the President voted in the negative; so the 
substitute was rejected. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend the bill by striking out in the 
second line of first section the words *‘ and now at herdisposal.” 

Mr. Wilson moved that the Senate adjourn until 9 o'clock 
Monday moring; upon which the yeas and nays were as fol- 
lows: 

YxEass.— Messrs. Daney, Davis, Day, Doane, Kinney and Wil- 
s0n—6. 

Ways.—Messrs. Dogart, Burks, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Sterne, Taylor, Fruit and Wiliams—1i7 ; lost. t 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p m. . 

3 O CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—Roil caljed— Quorum present. 

A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt 
of’ the late Republic of Texas, being under consideration when 
the Senate adjourned, was taken up. 

Mr. Grimes moved that the bill be referred to a select com- 
mittee, and that Mr. Merriman be appointed chairman of said 
committee; carried. 

Messrs. Merriman, Grimes, Taylor, Reaves and Wilson were 
appointed said committee. 
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On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 10 


r 


o'clock Monday morning. 


) 
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Monpay, December 22, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment —prayer by the Rev. Mr, Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journg! of Saturday was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sterue, the Senate took n recess until the 
hour should arrive for the inauguration of the Governor and 
Lientenaut-Governor elect, 

The bour for the inauguration having arrived, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the place designated for that purpose, 


IN JOINT SESSION, 

Roll called.--quorum present. i 

The oath of office was then administered by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives to P. H. Bell, Governor elect, who 
delivered the following address : 

GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATURE, 
AND Frirow-Crmzuns: 

By the generous confidence of the people of Texas, I am 
called upon to renew, to-day, in the presence of this enlightened 
assembly, the constitutional oath which two years ago was ad- 
ministered to me within this capitol. The exalted compliment 
which that confidence conveys, and the flattering manner in 
which it has been indicated, very naturally excites in me feel- 
ings of pride and satisfaction; which, to indulge, is both grate- 
fal and consolatery. The honor conferred has created a debt 

_of gratitude which, I fear, neither services nor sacrifices on my 
part will ever enable me to repay; and there is no language 
which will adequately express to my fellow-citizens at large, 
the high appreciation [ have placed upon their approval of my 
public acts, during the eventful period that I have had the ho- 
nor to preside at the head of the State Government. 

in again assuming the position of Chief Magistrate of the 
State, I ain sensible of the weight of responsibility resting upon 
me, and of the elevated character of the duties it devolves. My 
notice is first directed to that Supreme Being whose aid and 
comfort I have ever sought, in every vicissitude and trial; and 
who has so often vouchsafed his guardian care to our beloved 
country, by relieving her through bis providential assistance 
from the perils and snares with which she has been encom- 
passed, in her efforts to achieve and preserve social, political, 
and religious freedom. I now invoke His blessings upon our 
young State, and His aid in the consecration of the glorious ip- 
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stitutions of our common country to Liberty and Independence 
` forever, | 

Since my connection with the civil department, it has been 
impressively realized to me, that if there is one thing more than 
any other calculated to sustain the public servant, in his efforts 
faithfully to discharge his duties, it is the well-defined approha- 
tion of those whuse agent he is. To the mind directed by ho- 
. nest impulses, if comes as a balm and a healing, to soothe and 
bind up the wounds which envy, malice, or ambition, some- 
times seeks to inflict, Although as exempt, perhaps, as many 
others more meritorious than myself, occupying a similar po- 
sition, from the poisoned arrows of vituperation, yet, I have not 
been entirely free from the noxious mists which error and misrep- . 
resentation have attempted to throw around the humble, ardent 
and honest exertions which I have devoted to the relief of our 
promising young State, in her comparatively new experiment 
of State organization. Of this, I do not complain; for it is a 
distinguishing characteristic of this glorious country of ours, 
guarantied by the constitutional charter under which our so- 
cial and political rights are maintained, that individuals, mea- 
sures, and parties, are equally the legitimate subjects of com- 
ment and criticism. It reflects much honor upon our citizens, 
that the “liberty-of speech and of the press” seldom, if ever, 
are so far abused as to require an appeal to the statutory pro- 
visions of the land; the cause being traceable to that high-toned 
moral sentiment pervading our community, which sooner or 
later applies a much more potent and salutary cheek, than is 
to be found in the restraining penalties of the law; and if, as 
iş declared in the political axiom, that “error ceases to be dan- 
gerous when truth is left free to combat it,” it is far better to 
leave the privilege referred to unrestrained, in order to reveal 
useful and important facts, than attempt to close up the chan- 
nels of intelligence; which, if left open and unimpeded, will 
often prove the medinm of throwing off disguises, and of ex- 
posing to general view, the motives and acts of public agents, 
should they at any time manifest a desire to sacrifice the public 
weal to purposes of selfaggrandizement. 

The events of the past two years associated with the opera- 
tions of our State Government have been marked by more than 
ordinary interest. Many of the questions to be met and decided, 
contained from their very nature the élements of high excite- 
ment and disagreement, ifnotof discord. ‘The people, the Legis- 
lature and the Executive, respectively, have had their own parts 
assigned them to act, in full view of these new and most im- 
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portant measures prior to their consummation; subjecting the 
country thereby tothe severe ordeal of conflicting opinions, 
through which it could not safely pass but by a patriotie sur- . 
render of all sectional and selfish views to the one great and 
common object—that of preserving the interest of our State 
free from injury, and her integrity without a blemish. Amidst 
these conflicts of opinion, there has really been no diversity of 
interests, and it will now, as all passion has subsided, and rea- 
son is again permitted to resume her just prerogatives, be allow- 
ed that -all desired the attainment of the sameend, but by very 
different channels, and with antagonistic views in reference to 
its accomplishment. 

Differing, as I have done as your Executive, with another 
important branch of the Government, and many of my fellow- 
citizens, in reference to several measures of vital importance, I 
can find no eceasion more uppropriate than the present to de- 
clare in great sincerity, that whatever diversity of opinion may 
exist in the legislative counsels, or amongst my fellow-citizens 
generally in relation to my official acts, or how various soever 
may be the estimates placed upon them, I have on all occasions 
been governed only by a strong, uncompromising conviction of 
what F considered to bemy duty, coupled with a firm determi- 
nation to perform it no matter what theineonvenience or hazard 
to myself; repudiating at all times, as far as it was in the pow- 
er of weak humanity, that prejudice and passion so naturally 
springing from the speculations and conflicting theories touch- 
ing the operations of Government so freely indulged, and which 
if not resisted, remain a stumbling block to the attainment of 
public justice, and are utterly subversive of good order, good 
feeling, and that harmony which should always distinguish pub- 
lic agents entrusted with important and sacred dutiés. 

I have been careful freely to accord to others the same hones- 
ty of purpose and devotion to the best interests of the country 
that I claim for myself; I embrace this occasion further to re- 
mark, that to those of my fellow-citizens who have sustained 
me with a generous confidence and noble advocacy in the 
measures I have recommended, and the views which I have 
thought it my duty to promulgate, I now return my sineere 
thanks, the best tribute of a grateful heart. For those whose 
5 have been adverse to my own, with an opposition 
characterized by manly independence, I entertain no feelings 
but those of respect and kindness. For others, wha opposed 
my public course (with too much acrimony perhaps,) I have no 
censure, and nothing tourge, but respectfully request that they 
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will carefully revise, and # consistent with a beral and inge- 
nupus consideration of the error which inseparably attaches to 
us all, reverse the decision, originating no doubt in the purest 
intentions, but amidst excitement too strong for sound condu- 
sions. 

With these remarks, fellow-citizens, explanatory of the mo- 
tives and feelings tuat have actuated me daring my oficial 
term. just expired, I throw myself upon the magnanimity and 
justice of a constituency, who, by their liberal sametion and 
distinonished support, have imparted to me increased incentives 
to fidaiity in re-commencing my labors. 

Discarcing, then, the reecllection of past dissensions, and 
looking forward only to the best measures of coadueting uur 
public affairs to a suecessful termination, 1 enter upon the new 
sdministration with a determination to meet, as iar as I can, the 
just expeciations of a people who have done me signal honor, 
sod whom I can best repay by exerting whatever cf qualitica- 
ton I may be able to eommarnd in ite promotion of their best 
interests. This qualifcation 7 shall endeavor to seek in a 
proper inielizence to discern, discretion to execute, and indus- 
iy to ulil every duty Introsied. 

' Having already, in my late message io the Legislature and 
in other previcus- communications, given my views in relation 
to whet i euneeived te be the mot Important subjects connect- 
ed with the general policy of the State, and baving made such 
suggestions touching the same as my judgment approved, it is 
thereiwe umnecessary, and would perbaps be deemed ont of 
plees for ine again to advert to them on ibis occasion. 

Let it be suficient for me te repeat toat, with the constitution 
and laws as my guide, it wili be my constant ain to preserve, 
as far a3 my agency will allow, ail the great fundamental prin- 
ciples which tue framers of our State charter intended to secure 
and perpetuate. Entertaining apr fomu reverence for the con- 
stitution of the United States, constiituting—as it was intended 
to do by those who framed it—ihe foundation of our national 
peace and strength, i ghall consider it wy duty, as it will be 
may pleasure, to support it, “as well in its limitations ae in iis 
anihorities,” and at the same time to respect the rights and am- 
thorities reserved to the States and to the people * as essential 
to the success ofthe general system’ 

Z cannot concinde this address withe ub expri sting to you who 
_ are now preeent, and to my fellow-vitizens generally, my beart 
felt congratulations upon the prosperos qoudition of our yo 
Stasie. To me, the contrast between what Texas now is ans 
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what she was in 1836, is indeed most striking: it is difficult to 
realize the great and happy change which has taken place-— 
Sixteea years ago, with a soul fillod with the wild ardor and as- 
pirations of boyhood, [left my well remembered and much-loved 
native hills ta make my home in this distant land, to aid her 

ple in their patriotic struggle for freedom. I landed with no 
exile's feelings on the shores that were henceforward, and for 
weal or woe, to be my abiding place, for I dwelt with delight 
upon the kind recollections of the home I left behind me and 
all the endearments of family associations. 

A dark cloud then hung lowering over this fair land. The 
Lone Star shone fitfal through the gloom—now beaming with 
the light of peace and hope—now almost quenched in blood, 
yet ever with a halo of glory encircling it. We have lived te 
see that lost Pleiad restored to its proper place among its sisters, 
no longer obsenred by doubt or ditficulty, but shining far abroad 
to the nations of the earth, a beacon, which every day grows 
brighter and more glorieus. Hers was no meteor light spring- 
ing trom the mists of ignorance and s 1perstition, such as faint- 
ly shincs at intervals over the benighted lands of Mexico and 
Carta, which gleam but for a moment only to léad the unwary 
to disappointment and destruction, but steady and pure like 
the north ster, a guide to every wanderer who seeks an asylum 
from oppres:ion or inexorable misfortune. Honor, eternal hon- 
or to the brave dead who offered up their lives to make Texas 
what she now is. Let us never forget that to them we are 


mainly indebted for the proud inheritance we this day enjoy. 

Though tue days of the Republie were “the days of our glo- 
ry,” that decds of devcted patrictism and daring chivalry were 
then performed which would have graced the heroic pages of 
Greece and Rome, it cannot be denied that she held an unen- 
viable place amongst the nations of the world. With a sparse 
population, exhausted by war, it could not be otherwise. 

I cannot better convey to you my feelings than by eee 
the sentiment so beautifully expressed by that distinguished an 
highly talented patriot, the last President of the Republic, upon 
the solemn vecasion when he pronounced, “ the Republic of Texas 
is no mere!” 

“The Lone Star of Texas, which, teri years since, arose amidst 
clouds and fields of carnage, and obscurely shone for awhile, 
has culminated, and, following an inscrutable destiny, has pass- 
ed on and become fixed forever in that glorious constellation 
which ali freemen and lovers of Freedom in the world must love 
and adore—the American Union. Blending its rays with its 
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sister States, long muy it continne toshine: and may a gracious 
Heaven smile upon this consummation ofthe wishes of the two 
Republics, now joined together in one! May the union be per- 
petual! And may it bé the means of conferring benefits and 
blessings upon the people ofall the States!” 

Tt was not until Texas took her place as one of the States 
ofthe great American Union that she oceupied the position which 
netnwe designed for her. From that period to the present, her 
onward-march to power and improvement has been unexamplad. 
Nations behold the fruition of our hopes. From every land emi- 
grants are flocking, in welcome crowds, to partake of our pros- 
perity. Trom the vine-clad bills of France aud Germany, trom 

eland’s green shores and England's smiling fields, and from 
our own sister States, they swe:l the living tide—mntil the soli- 
tary plains have been made to rejoice and the wilderness to 
‘dossom as the rose. A land more fair and happy never sun 
viewed in his wide career; salubrious, mild, its hills are green, 
its woods and praspests fair, prairies fertile; and, to crown the 
whole, it is our home—the land of Liberty and all its sweets! 


The oath of ofice was then administered to James W. Hen- 
derson, Lientenant-Goverzor elect, who delivered the following 
address : 

Senators and Ri presendatives : 

Having been chosen by the free and voluntary suffrages of 
the pesple of this State, to fill a responsible office under thr 
Constitution; and having now performed the first duty imposed 
npon me, by taking the cath of office, I deem this an appropri- 
ate occasion to express to the Senators and Representatives of 
{his State, and to my tellow-citizens here assembled, those feel- 
ings of profound gratitude with which iam so deeply impressed: 
arising from the confidence implied by the vote which I have 
received, and which has elevated me to an office, requiring in 
the performance of its duties, talent, ability and wise experi- 
ance. A 

For this assurance of their approbation and confidence, I re- 
turn to you, their Senators and Representatives, and through 
you. to the people of this State, my heartfelt thanks forthe hon- 
er conferred upon me. 

Distrusting my ability to perform at all times, the various du- 
ties imposed upoan the presiding officer of the Senate, in sucha 
manner as wili give entire satisfaction to all, I shall enter u 
the discharge of these duties with extreme caution and dift- 
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dence; knowing as I do, that theoffice has been filed with dis- 
tinguished ability and experience by my predecessor. Yet, I 
may hope with the aid and co-operation of experienced Sena- 
tors, to observe and enforce the rules which that bedy may 
adopt for its govermment. Should I be able to perform this 
with promptitude, impartiality and satisfaction to the Senate, I 
shall have accomplished all that I could reasonably desire. 

~ No matter how deeply 1 may be committed to any given pol- 
icy, the nature of the oifice I hold, and its duties prescribed by 
the Constitution, w.vid admonish me, that it is no part of my 
duty, nor would it become me on this ceeasion, to express my" 
yiews in relation te the varions subjects recently discussed be- 
fore the people of this State, and now presented to the Legisla- 
tare by his Excellency, theGovernor. I must be allowed there- 
fore to piss them until suca time as I may have an occasion to 
express my opinions with the sanction cf the Constitution and 
in the discharge of my oiicial duties. 

Nevertheless, I may be permitted to offer tothe Senatora and 
Representatives cf Texas, and to my fellow-citizens, my sincere 
eongwatulativns upon the happy and prespercus condition of all 
the States of this now glorious Union. 

May thet Union, the pride and boast of every American citi- 
zen, continue to commend the admiration of the civilized world. 
May it siand forever as an imperishable monument, perpetua- 
ting the wisdom, valor and patriotism of those great and good 
men who brought it into existence. 

Allow me also ty congratulate you upon the positive assuran- 
ees every Where given by the American people, tomaintain the 
integrity of the Union, and to preserve, sacred and inviolate, 
their Federal Cunstitation ; showing upon al] occasions their 
resolute (eterminatica to bear aloft through all time the flag 
of the Union—that proud emblem of American greatness— 
and to transmit it to posterity, with ail its glorious associations; 
unimpaired by time; unsullied by dishonor; unstained by dis- 
union. < ues 

Whilst these prospects are gratifying to us as citizens of fhe 
great Republie, we have, as citizens of Texas, egual rause to 
rejoice in the vast improvements which are every where pre- 
sented throughout the broad limits of our own State. When 
we contrast our present condition, social, moral and political, 
with that of a few years past, we are astonished atour rapid ad- 
vancement; and look back with the deepest interest to the time 
when Texas, without organization and without means, yet im- 
pelled by a strong sense of the value and blessings of liberty, 
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dissolved her political connection with Mexica, and established 
an independent Republican Government, under the most try- 
ing and discouraging circumstances that ever befel an oppress- 
ed and resisting people. i 

Yes! at a time when Texas, without a dollar in her milit 
chest, not a bayonet bristling in her ranks; with the hopes of her 
people depressed by the atrocities committed upon her citizens 
and soldiers; when the homes of her citizens were in flames; 
when her soldiers lay butchered upon the ill-fated plains of Goli- 
ad, and around the desolated walls of the Alamo—nay, at a 
‘time when the progress of desolation and hostility marked the 
track of the invader, as visibly as if the besom of destruction 
had swept over the land; the hearts of the people failed not; 
and they met in convention to deliberate upon the affairs of 
Texas. 

Their deliberations soon ripened into action; and they de- 
clared to the world that Texas was free, sovereign and indepen- 
dent. 

To sustain these resolves, her patriotic sons repaired to her 
army, then but a handful—the bold issnes were soon met by the 
invader—anrd on the plains of San Jacinto, the gallant men of 
Texas redeemed the pledge of their country. 

The gallantry and patriotism of that little army won the plau- 
dits of their countrymen,’ the blessings of their conntry-women 
and the admiration of the civilized world ; and for their country 
a name and renown which has not been tarnished by her subse- 
quent career. 

Since that day the prosperity of Texas has been steadily ad- 
yancing; her march bas been onward, until we now behold 
her happy and prosperous, and rejoicing in the bountiful bless- 
ings of a kind and benificent providence. 

‘ith a population not less intelligent, energetic and patriot- 
ic than those of the oldest States of the confederacy; with a 
territory almost boundless in extent; with a soil and climate 
unsurpassed by any country on this continent: blest with arich 
and varied soil, watered by innumerable streams, serving for 
the delight and accommodation of her inhabitants; and produ- 
ting with but little labor all the necessaries and luxuries of life; 
almost encircled by navigable waters, forming a kind of chain 
around her borders as if to bind together an Empire State; and 
with noble rivers running at convenient distances through her 
entire limits; susceptible of becoming highways for the cheap, 
easy and convenient communication of her citizens, and for the 
transportion of her surplus produce to her sister States, or to the 
great industrial emporiums of commercial Europe. 
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Possessing these natural advantages, if irue to herself, it re- 
quires no prophetic ken to foresce that the future career of 
Texas will be as rapid iu developing her vast resources, as her 
past history has been successful and brilliant. 

The many fiery trials through which she has passed, has result- 
ed in achieving herindependence; and has indicated her present 
enviable positioa in the grand galaxy of the Federal Union. 

Trasting that she will continue io pursue that policy which 
will eventualiy develope her great natural resources and advan- 
tages; which will maintain her proud position as one of the 
States of the Federal Union; guard and protect the interest of 
those who, in her early struggles, periled their all in her behalf; 
redeem her revolutionary obligations upon the most exalted 
principles of equity, and do ampie and fuli justice to all those 
who aided her ia her dark ard neriious days cf adversity ; main- 
taining through all time to come, n character for justice, honor 
and liberality towards those pure and exalted patriots who were 
ever ready to lay their lives upon the altar of liberty; ambitious 
only to perpetuate the sacred principles of equality and freedom, 
and transmit te their country a name worthy of their exalted 
patriotism and disinterested sacrifices, 

Entertaining a firm belief, that the great interests of the State 
will be watched with a sicepless vigilance by those whom a com- 
mon constitnency havechesen, in the person ofthe chief Executive 
and the Honorable Senators and Represzntatives of the present Le 
gislature; I pledge them a hearty co-operation in all things con- 
nected with the limited sphere in which it is my duty to act, as 
Lieut. Governor of the State. JAMES W. HENDERSON. 

The Senate returned to their chamber, and the Hon. John A. 
Greer took leave of the Senate in an appropriate address, and the 
Hon. James W. Henderson took the chair. 

: Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be tendered to the 
Hon Johu A. Greer, late Lieutenant Governor of the State, and 
ex officio President of the Senate, for the able, dignified and im- 
partial manner in which he has discharged the duties of Presi- 
dent of the Senate, and that we will jook back with unfeigned 
pleasure upon thetime during which we have, with so much 
harmony, indulged in social intercourse with him and each other. 

Resolved, further, That the Secretary of the Senate be re- 
quested to farnish the Hon. John A. Greer with a copy of the 
foregoing resolution. Í 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 19 o'clock to morrow 
morning. 
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Trespay, December 23, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the president pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called— 
quoram present. 

The journal of vesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Merriman presented the memorial of James Hamilton; 
read and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Davis presented the petition of sundry citizens, praying 
the creation of the county of Delta; referred to the committee 
on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported 

A bill providing for taking the depositions of witnesses resi- 
ding in the connty where such depositions are to be used in ev 
idence, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to authorize the sale of the un- 
sold and forfeited lots in the city of Austin and tract adjoining; 
read first time. 

Mr. Reaves offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate be and he is here- 
by respectfully requested not to Eye to any person or persons 
permission to oceupy or use the Senate chamber for any pur- 
pose other than those contemplated by law. 

Mr, Bogart offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs are hereby 
instructed to take into eonsideration the propriety of proposing 
to the people of this State the amendment of the third section of 
the tenth article of the Constitution, so as to place the Semina 
and School Fund of this State under the control of the Legisla- 
ture, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a bill for the relief of settlers residing 
near the eastern boundary line of Texas before the same was 
established; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A bil to incorporate the Comal Union School; read third 
tine sad pasted by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—20. 

Nays—None. 

A bul to require the Commissioner of the General Land Of 
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fice to patent certificate No. 20, first class, issued by the coun- 
ty court of Grimes county; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Peter Murphy, his legal heirs or as- 
signs; read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, 
Merriman, Truit, Williams and Wilson—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Hart, Reaves, 
Scott and Taylor— 

A bill providing for taking the depositions of witnesses resi- 
ding in the county where such depositions are to be used in ev- 
idence; read third time and rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Grimes, Mer- 
riman, Taylor, Williams and Wilson—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Day, Duggan, Gray, Hart, 
Reaves, Scott and Truit—9; there being a tie, the President 
voted in the negative. 

A bill concerning writs of certiorarito justices courts; read sec- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. E à ; 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad company; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to charter the Vicksburg and 
Fl Paso railroad Company; and 

A biil to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific rail- 
road company, and for the extension of tlf New Orleans, Al- 
giers and Opelousas railroad through Texas, were taken up, 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Internal 
Improvements. ` 

A bill to amend the 59th section of an act organizing justices 
courts; read second time and ordered to engrossed. 

A bill amending the 14th section of an act regulating estrays, 
approved February 8, 1850; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Rusk, David Rusk and 
James H. Starr; read, and, on motion of Mr. Sterne, laid on 
the table. 

A bill to authorize Bartlett Sims to raise a location therein 
named and locate the same upon any vacant land; read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Wilson, laid upon the table. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petition of William A. Droddy and Mary J. Nugent, recom- 
mending the rejection of the petition, was read and adopted, 

The report of the committee on State Affairs, on the petition 
es poe H. Neely’; read, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, laid on 

C taDie. 
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The report of the committee on State Affairs on the petition 
of Allensworth Adams, end on a bil ior the relief ofthe per- 
sons taken prisoners by the Mexican army et the Mission of 
Refugio ih 1541, were reed, end, on motion of Mr. Duggan, 
laid on the tobie. 

Joint resolctivn for the relict of James Pratt Phommer, with 
the report of the committee on Privats Lond Claims offering 
an amendment thereto, wes read, and amyndment adopted. 

Mr. Grey oSered the lowing amendment, to come in after 
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the word Jand: “in gon<iderction of his sufferings while in cap- 
tivity among the Infans:” adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the. bill by adding after “ Plum- | 
mer” the words * Warren Lyons,” and the word “ each” after 
the word * Drens.” 

Mr, Bigelow ofere] the tULowing amendment: 

Insert also the mame of | Chivita Wilse, wife of Benjamin 
T. Wille of Corrersn county, for 320 aeres of land.” 

On motion of Mr. Tarlur, the Lill and amendments were laid 
on the table. . 

The report cf the committee on Claims and Accounts on the 
petition of Norman Hard, recommending that the petition be 
referred to the committze on Public Debt, was adopted. 

A bil for therelief of Brivedier General E. H. Tarrant; read. 

Gn motion of Mr. Daney, the words * Brigadier General” 
were inserted in the ith line of ist ection before * Edward H. 
Tarrant.” 

On motion of Mr. Wiliams, the bill was amended by stri 
king ont © Auditor? and inserting * Comptroller.” 

Tbe bli was then ordered to be engregsed., 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill for the relief of Thomas J. 
Rusk, David Rusk and James H. Starr, was taken from the ta- 

ie and placed among the orders of the day. 

The report of the committee on the Penitentiary, on the reso- 
intion of the Senate relative tothe propriety of so amending the 
act to estavlish a State Penitentiary as to make it the duty of 
cierks of district courts to notify the superintendent whenever 
any person cball besentenced tothe Penitentiary, ete., wasread 
and adopted. 

A pill to incorporate the town of Gilmer in Upshur county; 
read, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to prescribethe time of holding the courts in the 2nd 
judicial district of the State of Texas; read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Taylor, referred to the select committee on Judicial Dis- 
triets. . 

A billto reincorporate the town of Huntsville; read secon 
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dime, and, on motion o? Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee - 
on the Judiciary. 

A bil to amend an act providing for the transfer of records 
of administrators to new counties, passed May 15, 1846; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to permit Fitz Wiliam Bonner to practice law; read 
second time. 

Mr. Dancy moved to refer it to the committee on Counties 
and County Boundaries; icst. 

Mr. Danev moved to amend the bill by inserting after “ Fitz 


William Bonner,” the folowing words, “andall other young 


men over the age of eighteen years.” 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until ten o'clock to-morrow 
morning; iost. 

Mr. Duggan moved to adjourn until 5 o’clock p..m.; lost. _ 

The yeas and nays were then called on the adoption of the 
amendment offered by Mr. Dancy, and were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Dancy, Davis and Sterne—3. 

Nays— Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Day, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams 
and Wilson—is. Losi. 3 

Tke yeas and nays were tken called on passing the bill to a 
third reading, and were as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Burks, Day, Duggan, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, 
Taylor, Truitt and Williams—9. 

Navs—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Merriman, Parker and Wilson—10. 

The Senate refused to pass the bill to a third reading. 

Mr. Scott moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock p. m. 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing: lost by the foliowing vote: 

[EAS—AMesers. Bigelow, Dancy, Day, Hart, Merriman, Sterne, 
Troit, Williams and Wiison—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Parker, Reaves, Scott and Taylor—11. 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until 59 minutes past 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. l 

The President decided that the guestion reeurred upon the 
motion of Mr. Scott, from which decision Mr. Dancy appealed, 

The Senate sustained the decision of the President, and the 
Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK P. M, 

Senate met—roil called—quorum present. 
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Mr. Parker moved to re-consider the vote which refused to 
pass to a third reading, a bill to permit Fitz William Bonner to 
practise law. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the motion was laid on the table. 

A bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of William H. Parker; read seeond time, 
and on motion of Mr. Davis, referred to the committee on Fi- 
mance. 

A bill to authorize the Auditor to'settle the accounts of Wil- 
lliam G. Cooke as late Quartermaster-General; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Davis, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

A bill granting and securing 640 acres of land to the heirs of 
George W. Crowls, deceased, to which they are entitled by vir- 
tue of the services and death of said George W. Crowls in the 
army of the Republic of Texas; read second time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Davis, referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A pill to charter the Bastrop Academy; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on Edu- 
cation. 

A bill to incorporate the Po Turnpike Company; regd 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to ale com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. ~ 

A bill for the relief of Luther T. M. Plummer; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, Mr. Meusebach was granted leave 
of absence for a few days. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Doane was granted leave of 
absence for two days. 

A bill for the relief of Wesley Fisher; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Corpus Christi Navigation Company ; 


Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 

Add to section 9th as follows: “ Provided, however, that no- 
thing in this act contained shall authorize the said company to 
levy or collect toll upon any crafts or vessels running from Ma 
tagorda bay to the Guadalupe river, or from ihe Guadalupe ti- 
yer ee bay;” adopted, and bill ordered to be en- 
grossed. ; | 
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The report of the committee on the Judiciary, reporting a bill 
concerning writs of error; read and adopted, and bill ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petition of the heirs of Dr. R. F. Brenham, recommending that 
it be referred to the committee on Public Debt; read and 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the reports of the committee on State 
Affairs on the petition of James H. Neely, on the petition of 
Allensworth Adams, and on a bill for the relief of the persons 
taken prisoners by the Mexican army at the Mission of Refugio 
in 1841, were taken from the table and referred to the commit- 
tee on the Publie Debt. 

A bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware Indian; read 
second time and referred to the committee on the Public Debt. 

Mr. Hill presented papers relating to the same, which were 
referred to the same committee. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of E. J. W, Lowery; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Wilson, reterred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Hall, deceased, and a bill for 
the relief of George W. Parish and Roswell Gorman, were 
kr si A N to be a E Oyp ES 

i incorporate the Little Gypress Bridge Company ; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. P 

A bill to incorporate Galveston College; read first time, 

A bill to create the county of Hidalgo; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the committee on Conn- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Merriman presented the petition of Greenberry Dorsey; 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. , 

A bill to amend an act approved November 30th, 1850, to 
amend the second and seventh sections of an act to organize the 
Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved 12th May, 1846; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to a 
select committee of five. Messrs. Parker, Reaves, Bogart, Scott, 
and Hart were appointed said committee. 

A. bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Ge- 
noral Land Office to issue patents to legal purchasers at probate 
and sheriff sales; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Charthage in Panola county, 
were read first time. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to use 
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their best exertions to have an appropriation made by the Con- 
gress of the United States, for the payment of losses sustained 
by the citizens of this State, by depredations of different Indian 
tribes since our annexation to the United States; read second 
time and ordéred to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, December 24, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
yum present—the journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr, Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, to which was referred a bill better defining the 
‘boundaries of Denton county, reported the same back with the 
following amendments, and recommended their adoption and the 
passage of the bill: 

Amendments: amend by inserting the word “ now,” after the 
word “as,” in the 15th line of first section ; strike out the name 
of “Warren A. Farris” in same line, and insert in lieu thereof 
the word “lay.” 

Mr, Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of Brigadier General Edward H. Tarrant ; 

A bill to amend the 59th section of an act organizing justices 
courts ; and a bill to amend the 14th section of the act regulating 
estrays, approved February 8, 1850, 

Mr. Day, from the committee on Counties and County Boun- 
daries, to which was refered a bill to create the county of Hidal. 
go, reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr, Wilson, chairman of the committee on Education, to 
which was referred a bill to chartersthe Bastrop Academy, re- 
ported the same back*and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Merriman made the following report: l 

The special committee, to whom was referred a bill tø be en- 
titled an act providing for the liquidation and payment of the 
debt of the late Republic of Texas, have had the same under 
consideration, afid have instructed me to report the same back to 
the Senate with the accompanying amendments, which they-re- 
commend be made to the bill, and recommend the passage of the 
bill when amended: , 

Amend section 1, by striking out at the end of the first and be- 
ginning of the second lines, the words “the following sums,” and 
insert in lieu thereof the words “two millions of dollars of bonds,” 

Amend section 1, sixth line, by adding after the word “ of,” first 
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occurring in said line, the words “that portion of,” and after 
the word “'Texas” in the same line, add the words “ embraced 
in articles ninth, tenth, fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteeuth,” and 
after the word “ which ” in same line, add the word * debt.” 

Amend section 2, eleventh line, by striking out the word “ no,” 
and the words “of the sums appropriated by this act, or,” insert 
in place of the last named words, the word “on.” 

Amend fourteenth lien, section 2, by striking out the word 
“yntil,” and inserting the word “ when.” 

In fifteenth line, section 2, after the word “United,” add the 
word States.” 

In ninetcedth line, section 2, and after ther word “ required,” 
the words “by law.” 

At the end of section 2, add the following: And upon pay- 
ment of the same, or any portion of said claims, the correspond- 
ing amount of bonds of the reserved five millions which the 
State may be entitled to receive under the proviso of this sec- 
tion, shall be drawn for by the Comptroller and deposited in the 
Treasury of the State, and shall be negotiated and transferred in 
the same manner as provided for bonds, and together with the 
sutplus left of the appropriation named in the first sectton of this 
act, after the payment of the sums to which it is to be applied, 
shall be appropriated for, and paid out only upon the claims em- 
braced in articles first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
eighth, eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth of this act.” 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to incorporate the Lake Bridge 
and Turnpike Company ; and 

Mr, Bogart introduced a bill defining the boundaries of the 
Cooke county land district ; read first time. 

Mr. Truit introduced a bill for the relief of James Morris; 
read first time. 

Mr. Day introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of William 
Guyman, a deceased soldier, read first time. , 

A bill declaring the San Jacinto river a navigable stream, 
which were read first time. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill to authorize the Commissioner of 
the Genera! Land Office to issue to the heirs of Christopher 
Choate, a certificate for one league and one labor of land; read 
first time. 

Mr. Taylor introduced joint resolution for the relief of the 
company of Rangers commanded by Captain William Becknell, 
in the year 1837; read first time. 

Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Senate will not, after the tenth day of Janu- 
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ary 1852, receive any claims to lands or petitions for relief to 
lands, 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed toin- 
quire what progress has been made under the provisions of an 
act to provide for settling the fiscal affairs of the late Republic of 
Texas, approved 11th February, 1850, and report the result of 
such inquiry to the Senate, 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolntion : 

Resolved, That the committee on Education be requested to 
report at as early a day as their convenience will permit, a bill 
for the establishineut of a system of public schools"for this State, 
which system shall have for its object the dissemination of a 
sound and practical English education, the benefits of which 
shail be extended, as nearly as possible, to every class and condi- 
tion of our wide spread population. 

Mr. Gray made the following report: 


Austin, December 23, 1851. 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the settlers in the 
territory commonly known as Mercer's colony, has been consider- 
ed by a portion of the committee on the Judiciary. It appears 
that a number of settlers in that colony entitled to land uuder the 
law of 1850, had located within the lines generally known as 
the hounds of Mercer’s colony, and which were in realiry the true 
lines; bat in the suit institnted by the State against the colony 
contractor the boundaries were alleged to be different. A judgment - 
by default was entered in the case, and a decree followed in 
accordance with the allegations in the suit. In censequence of 
these proceedings the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
refiised to issue patents to settlers without the boundaries estab- 
lished by the decree. This course excludes many meritorious 
settlers from the benefits of the law of 1850, to whom certificates 
have been issued by the commissioner for that colony appointed 
by the State. To remedy the evil thns created, which was clear- 
ly not intended under the laws on the subject, the passage of the 
bill is recommended. 

Mi Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary. report- 
ed back to the Senate a bill to re-incorporate the town of Hunis- 
ville, with the folowing amendments, aud recommended its pas- 
sage: 

In ist section, third line, strike ont the words “extend one 
half mile in all directions from the,” and insert “ be an area of 
one mile square, the centre whereof shall be.” 

The following communication from the Auditor, was read and 
laid on the table. 
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Avpitor’s Orrice, Austin Dec, 23, 1851. 
To the Hon. President of the Senate + l 


My attention has recently been called toa discrepancy be- 
tween the contract price for the purchase of the steamer Zavala, 
and the amount allowed by the Auditor and Comptroller for 
that vessel. 

According to the contract, the original cost of this steamer 
was $90,014 84. The Government promised to pay double 
this amount for the vessel, and Sterling Bonds to the amount of 
$180,029 68, were accordingly delivered to James Halford and 
his associates. 

Under the act of 20th March, 1848, these bonds calling for 
£40,476 13s. 4d., were filed with the Auditor and Comptroller. 
They in reducing the Sterling to Federal currency were govern- 
ed by the law of the United- States of 27th July, 1842, which 
declares the pound sterling to be worth $4 84. According to 
this calculation the bonds amount to $195,907, which was al- 
lowed at 50 cents on the dollar, making the par value $97,953 
50, showing an excess of $15,877 82 in the ostensible amount, 
and $7,988 66 in the par value (exclusive of interest) above the 
contract price. Tam respectfully, 

: JNO. M. SWISHER, Auditor. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, to-wit: š 

A. bill to amend the 14th section of the act regulating estrays, 
approved Feb. 8, 1850; 

A bill to amend the 59th section of an act organizing justices 
courts; and, 

A billior the relief of Brigadier General Edward H. Tar- 
rant. i 

A bill to incorporate the town of Gilmer in Upshur county ; 
read third time and passed. 

The rezolution of the Senate, requesting the President not to 
give to any person or persons, permission to occupy or use the 
Senate chamber for any purpose other than the purposes con- 
templated by law; read. l 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the resolution by adding the 
words : “after the first day of January ”; rejected, and resolu- 
tion adopted. : : 

The resolution of the Senate instructing the committse on 
Btate Afiairs to take into consideration the propriety of propo- 

„sing to the people of this State the amendment of the third 
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section of the tenth article of the constitution, so asto place the 
seminary and school lands of this State under the control of 
the Legislature ; read. 

Mr. Merriman moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out “on State Affairs ” and inserting “on Education ”; rejec 
ted. E 

Qn motion of Mr. Williams it was amended by striking out 
“on State Affairs ° and inserting “on Indian Affairs.” 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow the vote which adopted’the 
amendment was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Gray it was amended by striking ont “on 
State Affairs ” and inserting “a Select committee.” The reso- 
lution was then adopted by the following vote: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Day, Eddy, 
Grav, Grimes, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Tay- 
lor, Truit and Williams—16. 

Nays.—Messrs. Davis, Duggan, Hill and Wilson—4. 

Messrs. Eddy, Bogart, Williams, Wilson and Scott, were ap- 
pointed said committee. . 

A bill for the relief or Thomas J. Rusk, David Rusk and 
James H. Starr; read, and on motion of Mr. Sterne, laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, Mr. Kinney was granted leave of 
absence until Monday next. 

Mr. Day mored that the Senate adjourn until 10 o’clock Fri- 
day morning. 

Mr. Dancy mored to adjourn until 10 o'clock Monday morn- 
ing. The President decided Mr. Dancy’s motion out of order; 
from which decision Mr. Daney appealed, the Senate sustained 
the decision of the President. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the motion by striking out “10 
o'clock Friday.” l 

Mr. Seott moved the previous question; carried. 

The vegs and nays were then called on the motion made by 
Mr. Day, and were as follows: 

Yeras —Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Day, Grimes, 
Hill, Parker, Keaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit and Williams 
—14, 

Nays.—Messrs. Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Merriman and 
Wilson—6 ; carried and Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock Fri- 
day morning. $ 
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Frmay, December 26, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—Rell esled— 
Quorum present. 

The journal of Wednesday was read and adopted. 

Mr GRIMES announced to the Senate the death of General 
Edward Burleson, as follows: 

Mr. President: Larise to perform a painful duty—to announce 
the death of General Edward Burleson, who died in this city 
this morning at twenty minutes after seven o'clock. Buta few 
days ago he wes among us in health and vigor—he is now no 
nore. 

The deceased needs no eulogy from me—his life is a portion 
of the history of Texas. The best eulogy I could offer, would 
be to declare him an honest man. 

I ofier the following resolutions for the consideration of the 
Senate: ; 

Wurrras, General Edward Burleson, late a member of this 
Senate, departed this life in the city of Austin, this morning at 
twenty minutes after seven o'clock ; therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of ten Senators be appointed to 
make the necessary arranrements for his funeral end superin- 
tend his intermert at the city burying-ground, to-morrow at ten 
o clock. 

Resolved, further, That each Senator wear crape on the left 
arm for thirty days as a testimonial of respect for the deceased. 

Resolved, further, That we deplore the loss of one whose life 
may einphatically be seid to be a prominent part of the history 
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of Texas. ’ 

Resolved, further, That we do hereby tender to his bereaved 
family our condolence for their irreparable less. 

Resolved, further, That the committee on the part of the Sen- 
ate be requested to act in concert with like committees on the 
part of the House of Representatives, Austin Ledge No. 12, 
Metropolitan Division No. 29 of the Sens of Temperance, and 
on the part of the citizens generally. 

And, resolved, further, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
requested to forward a copy of these resclutions to the family 
of the deceased. _ 

Mr. WILSON then addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Present :—In compliance with a request communicated 
to me within the last few minutes, from a quarter which leaves 
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me no option in the matter, I assume the melancholy duty of 
offering a few remarks in support of the resolutions which have 
just been submitted for the consideration of the Senate. 

The performance of this duty necessarily involves a brief 
reference to some of the leading events which mark the distin- 
guished and adventurous career of him whose loss we now sin- 
cerely deplore; and I regret that I have not had time to inform 
myself more fully in reference to the facts upon which it will 
be necessary to touch. For any other purpose, no preparation 
is needed; fur eulogy upon Edward Burleson, addressed to men 
who knew him as we have known him, would be but an idle 
waste of words. 

Fancy cannot embellish the simple grandeur of his character, 
nor oratury, even could we command it, enhance our deep grief 
for his loss. And it is well that it is so; for who that feels, as 
every Senator and every citizen within these walls must feel, 
could do justice to the subject, were it not happily true that the 
simple recital of his deeds is their highest eulogium ? 

Idle, indeed, were the attempt to elevate by high-wrought 
encomiums, the character of one whose name, as the resolutions 
so justly set forth, “forms a prominent part of the history of 
Texas.” 

General Epwarp Burrson, though he had attained the age 
of fifty-three years, was taken from us in the prime of that life, 
and ihe full possession of those faculties, which, for twenty 
years, he had unsparingly devoted to the service of his country.” 

We learn that be was a native of Buncombe county, North 
Carolina; that he emigrated tu Texas from Tipton.county, Ten- 
nessee, in May, 1831; and henceforward he is ours, and his 
deeds belong te us. From the date of his arrival in Texas to 
this the hour of his death, the history of Edward Burleson is the 
history of Texas. There is no page of her annals“vhich does 
not register his name. There is no event in her progress, in 
which he is net either a leader or an active participant. 

Intimateiy connected with the darkest and brightest hours of 
her destiny, he has emerged from the darkness with no cloud 
upon his tame; hs has basked in the full noontide of her pros- 
perity—a prosperity which he, as much as any man, contributed 
to bring aout—swith no feeling of triumph or clevation except 
for his country. 

From a tousand trials he had come forth unscathed and 
pure; with mHitary glory sufficient to have turned the heads ot 
a hundred modern heroes, he retained in his heart till the day 
of his death, the simplicity of u child. 
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Honor to the brave and true! honor to the conqueror! honor 
to the patriot and sage! and thrice honored be his memory 
whom success could not spoil—whom distinction and triamph 
could not turn aside from the purity, the simplicity, the inno- 
cence of his obscure and guileless childhood! 

It is known to every Texian that, in 1835, when first the citi- 
zen soldiers of Texas took the field for the resistance of Mexican 
misrule and oppression, and the vindication of their rights, Ge- 
neral Burleson was one of the foremost in the field; and in 
consideration of his valor and devotion to the protection of the 
frontier against the inroads of the savages, and the many proofs 
which he had given of his capacity for military command, was 
at once, by the voice of the people, placed in the elevated and. 
responsible position of Colonel commanding the first regiment 
ot Texas—a position second only to his who was then without 
a rival, the good and great Stephen F. Austin, Commander-in- 
Chief. 

It is needless to dwell upon the events of that campaign 
which resulted in the fall of the Mexican stronghold, Sen Anto- 
nio de Bexar: its details are familiar. Left, by the increasing 
illness of General Austin and his necessary attendance as a 
member of the Consultation, in the sole command of the army, 
the investment of Bexar devolved upon General Burleson. What 
a position he occupied then! Who can estimate the amount 
of responsibility which then rested upon him? or the amount of 
prudence and firmness necessary to curb the headstrong, to as- 
sure the timid, and to unite the discordant elements thrown to- 
gether in his own command; while a sleepless vigilance was 
necessary to enable him, with far inferior numbers, to baffle the 
attempts of the enemy? Let us look for a moment at the cir- 
cumstances of the country, and the attitude of affairs around 
them at this time. , 

Turning our eyes westward, we see Ugartichea with his troops 
fortified in the city, while Cos, with his legion of semi-barba- 
rians hovers upon the plain; and yet farther west, we see dim 
and distant the despot with his countless hordes, who know no 
merey and are strangers to pity, hanging ominously upon our 
borders, ready to sweep, with destructive and ruthless career, 
over our devoted land. Look to the Fast, and what picture 
is presented to our view? The trembling mother strains the un- 
conscious babe to her agitated bosom, and shivers with terrible 
apprehension at the mention of the coming war; dark browed 
men (the few who are not with the patrivtic band of the San 
Antonio, nor called upon to participate in the momentous delibe- 
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rations which agitate the Consultation,) go about gloomily oh 
dicting evil, and gloom and apprehension pervade the land. — 
What obstacle interposes to prevent the rushing on of those 
mighty hosts to the easy conquest that awaits them? Why is 
their march delayed? Burizson ts in their path, and blood 
must flow and death must hold a banquet before they pass. 

Many an anxious eye is turned upon that handful of men and 
their gallant leader; many a heart is strained to its full tension 
with anxiety to learn the fate of the little band in the far wilder- 
ness. Brother! bear thee bravely up, for heavy is the respon- 
sibility which presses upon thee. Brother! be strong and va- 
liant in the fight, for much depends upon its issue. Soldier! 
steel thy heart, and let sternness gather upon thy soul, for 
whisperings of discontent are around thee. Many men with 
reckless daring would urge thee to rash, adventurous deeds; but 

~be thou stern in thine unflinching firmness, for one misstep 
conducts to ruin—ruin to thee, ruin to thy band, and ruin irre- 
trievable to the land that thou lovest, and that places her trust 
in thee! 

How the difficulties of his position were met and overcome— 
how victory perched upon his standard—how hope revived in 
every heart, and joy assumed the place of gloom—all Texians 
know, and history will record. 


But why attempt to depict the scenes through which he pass- 
ed during the eventful and glorious career of which this morn- 
ing’s sun arose upon the happy close? His was not one of those 
unequal characters in which, by uncertain, eccentric and fitful 
manifestations of greatness or valor, the world is occasionally 
dazzled into admiration: he was ever consistent with himself— 
never less than a patriot and a hero. 


We might speak of the Grass Fight, in which his presence 
and example, as well as his active participation, contributed in 
no small degree to sustain the firmness and stimulate the cour- 
age of his fellow soldiers; and of San Jacinto, where his servi- 
ces were such as will not speedily be forgotten: but how much 
must still be left unsaid ! 


Not only against the Mexican foe did he do battle in his 
country’s cause, but to the red man of the prairie his name was 
a terror and a spell. Few, indeed, are the battle plains in 
n where his footsteps were not red with the lifeblood of our 

oes. 


The soldier of thirty battles, who never turned his back upon 
the foe, the hero who never knew defeat. Time would fail mo 
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were I to attempt a recital of the deeds he has done for his 
country. y 
And not only was his bosom freely bared-to the enemies of 
Texas, while yet Texas struggled alone for an existence, but 
when the United States, after we had become a part of that great 
and glorious nation, and all solicitude for our own safety had 
passed away, made an appeal to arms and called upon Texas 
to furnish her portion of men for the strife, though his hair was 
white and his frame had felt the touch of past fatigues and ac- 
cumulating years, Ae was there. @n the heights of Monterey 
he was seen. in front of his friends and neighbors, neither hold- 
ing nor seeking office, nor for the gratification of personal am- 
bition ; and his voice was heard, in short, pithy sentences, ex- 
horting them, by the memory of their former glory, to preserve 
iar ie the fame of Texas, and to acquit themselves as in days 
of old. 

On the hills of Monterey he fought his last fight with mortal 
foe: but there was yet another enemy to meet, from whom none 
may hope deliverance. This morning he has sunk beneath the 
stroke of death, nnconquered still—for even in death he was a 
conquerer. 

It is not alone to the military character of our departed, friend 
that we should direct our contemplation, for his fame as a states- 
man and his honor as a gentleman are equally untarnished. In 
whatever aspect we view his character, he is equally worthy of - 
admiration. With as many military honors as deck the brow 
of any living man, with all his experience in legislation, with 
all the merited honors which the people of Texas have confer- 
red upon him, he met the youngest, the humblest, the most in- 
experienced Senator upon this floor on terms of perfect equali- 
ty. Humble, unassuming, yet dignified in his deportment, 
warm and true in his attachments, truthful as light and above 
all Sispicion of time-serving or dishonest legislation, behold 
him as he moved daily among us, sublime in his patriarchal 
say. 

is was a character which never could receive a borrowed 
dignity from accidental position: all that was great about him 
was inherent in him; and whether we view him as the occu> 
pant of a seat in this chamber, or in the chair of the Vice-Pre- 
sident, at the head of an army, orin the domestic circle, we find 
him still the same—a successful soldier without personal ambi- 
tion, a hero with the unassuming manners of a quiet country 
gentleman, a politician without guile. 

His is, indeed, an enviable and an enduring fame. The most 
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rancorous enemy he ever had on earth has never dared to assail 
his courage or his conduct as a soldier, and “even the breath 
of calumny has never dared to taint” the purity of his reputa- 
tion as a statesman. 

Would to God that the young men of our country, instead of 
searching through the musty annals of the dim and distant past 
for half fictitious heroes as the objects of their emulation, would 
study the character and the history of him of whom the gripi 
hand of Death has this morning bereft us, and take his lite as 
their example. ; 

But in contemplating the character of our departed friend, 
ayd indulging a laudable grief for the loss that we and the coun- 
try have sustained, let us not forget that, though the noonday 
and prime of his life were devoted to his country, as the shad- 
ows began to lengthen act his path, he remembered that he 
also owed a duty to his God. 

How consolotary to his afflicted family, his relatives and in- 
numerable friends, is the reflection that, while the latter years 
of his lite were marked by no diminution of patriotism or abate- 
ment of that zeal for the welfare of Texas which through life 
distinguished him, they were consecrated and dedicated to the 
service of that God in whose presence this morning his soul is 
called to appear! How gratifying is the knowledge that, before 
he was called away from a life of glory here, he had secured an 
abundant entrance into a life of farmore exceeding and eternal 
glory in the world which is to eome! 

The eye which never quailed before a fue im his ire, nor locok- 
ed coldly upon a friend in his distress, is set and glassy in death! 
The honest, manly heart that never throbbed with an ignoble 
emotion, is now but a ciod of the field! The iey finger of the 
king of terrors has touched the source of life, and the warrior’s 
pulses have ceased to play! He is gone trom among us! The 

‘old Texian—the patriot—the hero—is no more! No more shall 
his voice be heard in this chamber, nor his quiet, kindly smile 
greet our eyes when we turn towards his vacant chair! 

Let us Low with resignation to the Divine will. The days of 
our need have passed away, and they who have borne the bur- 
then and heat of our day of trouble and trial are passing away 
to their repose. While Texas most needed the good right hand 
of the warrior, she was not deprived of it. While his labor was 
yet incomplete, his life was prolonged: but now his work is fin- 
ished, and he has gone to his rest. Wherefore do we repine? 

Old eoldier, fare-thee-well! Texian, good and true, fare-: 
well! Patriot—hero—sage—christian—peace be to thy ashes! 
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Shall we erect to the memory of our departed brother a mon- 
ument of polished marble or of ehduring brass? Shall we en- 
grave his deeds upon tablets of stone and of metal? Shall we 
to his memory erect a fane or build a mighty monumental pile 
to preserve his name in coming ages? - 

Ali this, and more than this, justice and gratitude call on us 
' todo. But he needs it not at our hands. He can never be for- 
gotten, Brass and marble are destructible. The works of men’s 
hands moulder into dust, as do the hands that erect them. But 
he whom we lament has a monument more enduring in the af- 
fections of his fellow-citizens. Let every trace of his name be 
obliterated from our history, yet oblivion shall not swallow it. 
Tradition will preserve his glorious name and his gallant deeds, 
and, while Texas has an existence, EDWARD BURLESON can 
never be forgotten! 


SPEECH OF MR. DANCY. 
My. DANCY then addressed the Senate as follows: 


Mr. Pruswenr: It is unnecessary for me to add anything te 
what has been so truly and eloquently said of the deceased by 
the member from Matagorda. Representing, as I do, a district 
in which General Burleson spent most of the last twenty years 
of his life, a district in which more of his relatives now reside 
than in anyother in the State, I feel that I would be doing injus- 
tice to myself and those whom I represent, if I were to remain 
silent on the present occasion. 

The tolling of that bell which was heard this morning, an- 
nounced to the world, that the sun which had risen upon him 
daily for the last fifty-three years since his birth, had risen for 
the last time to witness the mortal existence of Edward Burle- 
son. That bell has announced that he has departed for anoth- 
er world; and we may exclaim with truth “let me die death of 
the” just and brave, “let my last end be like his.” 

Mr. President, it has been correctly remarked, that the his- 
tory of Edward Burleson would be the history of Texas for the 
last twenty years. 

He was one of the first who took up arms in the cause of his 
country, when the roar of artillery came booming over our wes- 
tern prairies in 1835. He commanded at San Antonio, when 
the brave and chivalrous Milam lei his three hundred to the 
storming of that city. His name is connected with all the glo- 
rious events which occurred during that remarkable period of 
our history. Again in 1836, when the storm of war had swept 
over our ¢onntry, when the west had been rendered desolate and 


the hand ofthe destroyer had carried death and desolation be- 
yond the Brazos, and to the very banks of the San Jacinto, we 
find him in the army of his country. After Travis, and Bowie, 
and Crockett had poured ont their blood upon the white rocks 
of the Alamo as a libation to liberty, and those under Fannin 
had been massacred upon the plains of Goliad, we find Edward 
Burleson commander of the first regiment upon the glorious 
field of San Jacinto, in that battle which decided the destinies 
of Texas, All his actions in the battle-field showed that ’mid 
. the clash of steel, the dust and smoke and roar and din of battle 
his brave spirit knew no fear. Whenever his country called up- 
on him he was ready to serve her. He commanded in the fight 
when Cordova with his band was defeated near thetown of Se- 
guin. He commanded also in the Cherokee fight and the bat- 
tle of Plum Creek. Whenever the yell ofthe savage carried 
terror into the dwellings of our frontier settlers he wasready to 
mount his horse and go forth with his countrymen to the defence 
of the frontier families. The people of western Texas always 
felt that in him they had a friend who was ready to risk his 
life in their defence. E 
It would be useless for me to enumerate the battles 
which he fought, or for oratory to attempt to give addition- 
al lustre to his deeds; the simple narrative of his life is his high- 
est praise. I regard itas a duty, however, to refer to those 
events of his life for the as ee of doing that justice to the 
memory of the dead which I was always ready to accord to Him 
while living. l 
He not only served his country in a miltary capacity, but for 
the last fifteen years he has been almost continuously in the 
councils of the Republic and State of Texas. Weall know that 
he was a member of this body for years, and like a faithful sen- 
tinel upon the watchtower of his country, “he died at his post.” 
And now, Mr. President, although we moum his death, we 
mourn not as those who have no hope. Although we deplore 
his loss as that of a faithful public servant, yet we are cheered 
by the reflection that death, to him, has only opened the portals 
of a bright and glorious immortality. 
On motion of Mr. Wilson, the resclutions were unanimously 
adapted. i 
On motion of Mr. Scott, one thousand copies of the resolu- 
tions and remarks of the Senators on the oceasion were ordered 
to be printed for the use of the Senate. 


Messrs, Wilson, Grimes, Dancy, Bigelow, Burks, Davis, Day. 
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Scott, Bogart and Eddy were appointed the committee of Ar- 
rangements as contemplated in the above resolutions. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, the committee of Arrangements 
were instructed to select a suitable place for a State Burying- 

ound. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning 9 o'clock. 


Sarcrpay, December 27th, 1851. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—Rolt called— 
Quorum present. 

Mr. Eddy, from the committee of arrrangements appointed 
on yesterday, made the following report, which was adopted: 

Commirres Room, December 27, 1851. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate. 

The committee appointed on the part of the Senate, to act in 
connection with a like committee on the part of the House of 
Representatives, and also to confer with the officers and mem- 
bers of Austin Lodge No. 12, in arranging the funeral services 
on the occasion of the decease of our worthy, venerated and 
highly esteemed brother member, Gen. Edward Burleson, have 
agreed upon the following 

l PROGRAMME: 


The two branches of the Legislature will repair to the resi- 
dence of N. C. Raymond at half-past 9 o’clock, a. m., in pro- 
cession, and return with the corpse in the following order; 


Marshal] - Chaplain. 
Tfearse with Distinguished Deceased. 
Pall Bearers. 
Relatives of the deceased. 
Orator. 


President and Ex-President of the Senate. 
Members of the Senate. 
Officers of the Senate. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Members of the House of Representatives. 
Officers of the House of Representatives. 
Citizens. 
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After the ceremonies at the Capitol, the corpse will be taken 
charge of by the Masonic Fraternity and conveyed to the place 
of interment in the following order: 

s Masonic Fraternity. 
Hearse with Distinguished Dead. 
Relatiyes of deceased. 
The Senate. 
House of Representatives. 
Governor and Suite. 
' Heads of Departments. 
Judges of Federal, Supreme and District Courts. 
Officers of U. S. Army. 
Mayor and Aldermen. 
Sons of Temperance. 
Distinguished Ex-officers and Soldiers of the Republic of Texas. 


Pall Bearers. 
OBIT leq 


Marshal. | Citizens. 
Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution, which was read 
and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be required to 
notify the Governor of the vacancy that has occurred in the 
Senate by the death of General Edward Burleson, Senator from 
the twenty-first Senatorial District, confposed of the counties of — 
Travis, Hays and Gillespie. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the Senate took a recess. 

The recess having expired, the Senate was called to order. 

Mr. Wilson, chairman of the committee of arrangements on 
the part of the Senate, announced to the Senate a communica- 
tion from Austin Lodge No. 12, of Free Masons, to the effect 
that in compliance with the last request of the illustrious de- 
ceased, due preparation had been made by the said Lodge to 
inter the remains with Masonic honors; that thesaid Lodge were 
prepared to take charge of the body after the delivery of the 
eulogy, and requesting that the Legislature concur in the post- 

nement of the completion of the funeral obsequies and the 
interment till tomorrow, on account of the inclemency of the 
weather. . 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the Senate acceded to the proposi- 
tion from the Lodge. 

On motion, Messrs. Wilson, Parker and Gray were oppoint- 
ed a committee toinform the House of Representatives that 
they were ready te proceed to the residence of Mr. Raymond, 
and accompany the body of the deceased to the Capitol. 

Mr. Wilson reported that duty performed. 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the 
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House were ready to receive the Senate in their Hall to 
unite in precession according to the programme. 

The Senate then proceeded to the Hall of the House, and 
both bedies formed in procession and proceeded to the residence 
of Mr. Raymond, where they received the remains, and then 
returned to the Capitol. 


EULOGIUM OF MR. BRYAN. 


The two Houses being in joint séssion, Mr. Guy M. Bryan 
delivered the following eulogium upon the character and ser- 
vices of the deceased: 

Mr. President and Mr. Speaker, 
Senators and Representatives: 

Itis right when a benefactor dies that his country should 
mourn him; that his memory should be honored, his good 
deeds recounted, and his virtues cherished by the living. One 
of the links to the great and glorious past history of the Re- 
publie of Texas is broken. The chivalrous soldier, the honest 
statesman, and the coop MAN, 7s no more. The grave will soon 
shroud from our view forever, the mortal remains of Gren. Ep- 
warp Brrirsox. But his good deeds, his virtues, and his char- 
acter are dmmortal, they cannot die; they live with ws, will 
live with our children’s children, and future ages will love to 
cherish them, and point to the pages on which they shall be 
registered as among the brightest inthe history of our country— 
the protecting shield to his name on earth, as they have been 
his credentials to Heaven. ` 

In consequence of the very brief time that I have had to 

prepare these remarks, I have been able to collect but few facts 
in relation to General Burleson’s early life. 
__ General Burleson was borne in Buncombe county, North Oar- 
Olina; he was married at the early age of sixteen, emigrated 
from Tipton county, Tennessee, in May, 1831, to Texas. He 
died on yesterday, (26th December, ) thirty minutes past sev- 
en o'clock, a. m., aged fifty-three years. 

Shortly after his arrival in Texas, he removed near the Col- 
orado river, onthe frontier of Austin’s colony, where for ma- 
ny years he was the rallying point for the scattered settlers 
when attacked by the merciless savage. His name not only 
inspired confidence in the minds of the hardy pioneer, but was 
a sound of terror to the Indian; always ready to seize his rifle 
and rush to the aid of the helpless, he became among those 
hardy sons of the forest, the chosen chieftain in their many 
bloody battles. {twas here that he obtained that experience 
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in command which fitted him afterwards to lead and direct the 
armies of Texas during her eventful revolution. In the fall of 
1835, he was among the first to obey the call of the people of 
Gonzales, after they had beaten back the advance of Cos, and 
made their town forever memorable, as the Lexington of Tenas. 
He earnestly commenced organizing the assembling volunteers 
as they came in at this point; this ‘he found no easy task, on 
account of the reluctance on the part of the men to submit to 
any kind of military restraint. Through his exertions and the 
efforts of others, something like descipline was being establish- 
ed, when all his effurts were near being frustrated, by dissen- 
tions springing up in the midst ot the camp, as to who 
should command. 

In this crisis, entirely forgetful of himself, and mindful on- 
ly of the interest of bis country, he, in conjunction with others, 
dispatched an express to San Felipe de Austin, with an earnest 
appeal to Stephen F. Austin, {who wasthen chairman of the 
Central Committee of Satety,) to hasten to camp and take com- 
mand of the army. Though worne down with disease, contract- 
ed in the dungeons of Mexico, Austin obeyed the call. Upon 
his arrival at camp, he was chosen by acclamation to the chief 
command, and Burleson was electedsensir Colonel. Austin and 
Burleson were now the chief pillars of that little army, upon 
which the hopes of freedom and the destiny of Texas were sus- 
pended, each entertaining the fullest confidence in the other— 
they determined in council to march with their four hundred 
men, illy provided with the necessaries of life, undisciplined, 
and without artillery, upon a force ‘yur times their number, 
strongly fortified within a walled town and strong fort, with all 
the paraphernalia of war. They first met the enemy at the Sa- 
lado, where after a brief, but triumphant struggle, they beat 
them back. Again and again they metthe enemy, and with the 
same result, and finally, drove them within the very walls di 
the Alamo and San Antonio. In the absence of artillery, they 
were compelled to encamp beneath the walls and await the pro- 
gress of events. Each week produced aseries of brilliant feats 
atarms, worthy of the best days of chivalry,in which Burleson 
bore a conspicious part; among the most prominent of these, is 
the “Grass Fight,” where Mexicans never fought better, and 
balls never fell thicker. Burleson, by his rank, commanded, 
and tras seen everywhere in the hottest of the fight, cheering 
on his men, reminding them of their past deeds, and the great 
prize for which they were fighting—the freedom of Texas: 

The consultation in the mean time had metat San Felipe; 
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they looked around them and trembled for Texas, in the absence 
of all the resources essential for the prosecution of war. They 
must have a Frankiin to send to their fatherland; all eyes were 
turned upon Austin; he was entreated by that body to leave 
the field of glory forthe more peaceful, but important one of com- 
missioner to the United States, to procure men, money, provis- 
ions and munitions of war. Ever willing to serve where he 
could do most good, he obeyed the call, satisfied that the in- 
terests of his country were safe in the hands of his old friend 
and fellow-soldier, Col. Barleson. The command thus devolved 
upon Burleson, placing him in the most painfully responsible 
position. Ie continued the seige until a favorable opportunity 
offered for storming the town. Entering into the views of the 
gallant and Jamented Milam, it was agreed that Milam should 
beat up for volunteers to storm, while he with the remaining 
force would act as a corps of reserve, protect Milam’s rear, and 
furnish such aid as circumstances should require. The town 
was stormed and taken—the fort surrendered, and Cos, with his 
whole force, was captured. With that clemency and benevo- 
lence whieh characterized his every act, General Burleson con- 
sented to parole Cos and his men, furnishing them with means 
toretui to Mexico, Inthe spring of the following year, he 
was again called to the field to meet Santa Anna. Gen. Hous- 
ton, in the mean time had been appointed tothe chief command. 
They met at Gonzales, and commenced the organization of that 
spartan band, who had there agreed to dispute the passage 
with the conqueror of Mexico. The Alamọ had fallen. Travis 
and his noble band had there built the funeral pile of Mexican 
tyrranny in Texas, and upon it had offered up their lives as a 
sacrifice to the freedom of their country. This dreadful blow 
struck terror into the stentest hearts. All Texas was in mourning; 
and with the fall of Fannin, for a time, hope almost fied the 
country. It was then that Houston and Burleson, and their 
worthy associates, experienced that deep sickness of soul which 
Washington felt when retreating with his handfull of rag- 
ved soldiers before superior numbers of the enemy, through 
the State of New Jersey. That black nightof reverse was but 
the darkest hour before day—for the sun of Texian victory had 
10t set, but only for a brief time waned. It rose triumphant 
over all clouds, and on the plains of San Jacinto, lighted Bur- 
leson and Texas to freedom and renown. 
After the battle of San Jacinto and capture of Santa Anna, 
General Houston dispatched Burleson with part of his regiment 
to watch the retreat of the enemy out of the country, From 
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this time until he was elected Vice President, he was constant- 
ly in the field. He was in command of the regular army in the 
Cherokee war, where his usual good sense, experience and val- 
or made him conspicuous among the chosen men of Texas.— 
‘When Vasques and Wall invaded the country, he was among 
the first to hasten to the frontier. When the Comanches, like 
an avalanche rushed down from their mountain homes, sweep- 
ing evorything before them, even burning the very towns upon 
our coast, General Burleson was the first to raise the alarm, and 
rush to the rescue. He met and defeated the Indians in a 
pitched: battle at Plum Creek. 


During the Mexican war, when General Taylor called upon 
Texas for volunteers, Burleson was among the first to respond. 
And the Rio Grande and the heights of Monterey attest his 
patriotism and valor. 


“The hero of thirty battles, he was never known to retreat.” 
Brave without rashness, cautious without timidity, benevolent 
without weakness, he was the friend of the vanquished, as he 
was the terror of the enemy. But, it was not only asa soldier 
that General Burleson was conspicuous; he shone in the more 
peaceful walks of life. Asa statesman, he long held a promi- 
nent position in Texas. As the Vice President of Texas, as a 
candidate for the Presidency, asa Senator of the Legislature 
of the State since annexation, in all these positions he has been 
remarkable for his good sense, his honesty, his purity and his 
humility. No one who had so filled the public eye, could have 
worn honors more meekly than General Burleson. He was a 
man of softness and delicacy of feeling. He was as kind and 
gentle in his family, and in his intercourse with his fellow-men, 
as the most modest, benevolent and humane man could be— 
He was a Free Mason and a Christian, and carried into his pri- 
vate and public life the practical exemplifications of the pure 
and ennobling doctrines therein taught. He was a good man, 
and as such we revere him. He was a patriot, and as such we 
love him. He was & benefactor, and for this we praise him.— 
He died as he had lived, in the service of hts coum- 
try. He has goneto his Creator who will reward him—that 
mighty God, who by this act admonishes us of our frailty— 
“what shadows we are, and what shadows we pursue.” A few 
days since and he was amongst us, strong and in robust 
health. Behold himnow! There he is, cold and lifeless, with 
no ear to hear, no mouth to speak to the loved ones who throng 
around him. Old friend of my uncle—my own friend—the 
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friend of Texas, fare-thee-well! “ Your body is buried in 
peace, but your name lweth evermore.” 
Associates, Senators and Representatives, let this practical 
lesson teach us what we are; that though 
“We sit within the Halls of State, 
Or mount the Monarch’s throne ; 
Our names are lauded to the skies, 
Yet earth is not our home; 
We soon must leave the joys of earth 
To wither, droop, and die ; 
Our grandeur, titles, wealth and power, 
Must in the cold grave lie.” 
A committee from Austin Lodge No. 12, then appeared and 
took charge of the remains. 
The Senate then withdrew to their chamber; and, ; 
On motion of Mr. Reaves, adjourned till Monday morning 
ten o’clock. 
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Monpay, December 29, 1851. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rum present, ` 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bogart presented the petition of sundry citizens of the up- 
per ‘Trinity, praying that an appropriation be made to improve 
the Trinity river; referred to the committee on Internal Im- 
provements. l 

Mr, Hart presented the petition of Charles A Warfield; refer- 
red to the commitee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed the following bills, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Richard Hall, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wesley Fisher, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of George W. Parrish and Roswell Gor- 
man: and 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, concerning indemnity for losses by 
indian depredations in the State of Texas. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of William Ford, and 
of the heirs at law of James W. Tavlor, reported them back to 
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the Senate and recommended that they be referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. Taylor, from the committee on Public Debt made the fol- 
lowing report: 


SENATE CHAMBER, December 28, 1851. 
To J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Neuwate-: 


` The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of John W. King,’have maturely considered the 
same. They find from examination that the bill provides that 
the Auditorial board shall re-examine his, the said King’s, claims 
against the late Republic of "Texas, and if they find that the gov- 
ernment received more than seventy cents on the dollar, the 
amount already acknowledged for the said claims, that they be 
authorized to issue to the said King a certificate for such addition- 
al sum as in equity he is entitled to. A majority of the com- 
mittee are of the opinion that legislative action in the way of re- 
lief upon this, or any other like ease, would be dangerous to the 
best interest of the State. First, because the people have ac- 
quiesced in the scaling system, and in accordance with these opin- 
ions the Senate has, with great unanimity, passed a bili confirm- 
Ing the Auditor and Comptroller’s report, upon this as well as 
all other claims submitted to them; and secondly, to grant the 
relief asked for in this case, would, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, seta precedent which would no doubt open the door for 
special legislation upon each and every case acted on and report- 
ed by the Auditorial board, the end of which none can well ecn- 
ceive. 


Tro do sheer justice in all and every ease connected with the 
indebtedness of the late Republic of Texas, is a thing not to be 
anticipated by the most sanguine. We believe that in the pas- 
sage of the bill confirming and recognizing the Anditor and 
Comptroller’s report to be the true indebtedness of the State up- 
en those claims reported by them. We have done more for our 
creditors than any other government has ever done under like 
circumstanees. It wil] be said by the minority of the committee, 
no doubt, that this is a hard case, and that it was so reported by 
the Auditor and Comptroller we admit; butat the same time we 
believe that in the settlement of this great matter hard cases must 
and will arise. We are, therefore, of opinion thatthe best policy 
for the interest and welfare of the State is to adhere strenuously 
to what we, the Senate, have already done in the premises. I 


231 


am, therefore, instructed by a majority of the committee to re- 
commend the rejection of the bill. 

All of which is submitted. 

M. D. K. TAYLOR, One of the committee. 

Mr. Hill, from the same committee, gave notite tiat he would 
submit a counter report. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to amend an act to authorize and 
require the county courts to issue unconditional certificates In 
certain cases, approved September 5, 1850; read first time. 

Mr. Reaves introduced a bill for the relief of James MeWil- 
liams; read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to create the sixth Military dis- 
trict; read first time. 

Mr. Day introduced a bill for removing obstructions and jim- 
proving the navigation of the rivers of this State ; read first time. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to provide for the levying of a 
toad tax in the county of Montgomery. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to authorize the county court of 
Limestone county to rent or lease the Springfield Bridge; read 
first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to amend the third section of an 
act to raise a revenue by direct taxation, approved 20th March, 
1848 ; read first time. 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to con- 
sider of the propriety or practicability of appropriating the State 
tax to the several counties throughout the State for county pur- 
poses for two years, and report the result of their deliberations on 
this subject by bill or otherwise. = 


Mr. Bigelow offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Senate go into the election for President 
pro tem. of the Senate, on Tnesday the 30th instant, to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the death of the Hon. Edward Burleson. 

Mr. Gray offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the sum of two hundred dollars of the Senate’s 
contingent fund be appropriated for the purchase of a portrait of 
General Edward Burieson, taken by Mr. Flintoff the artist, to 
be preserved as the property of the State, and that the committee 
on Contingent Expenses be authorized to contract for the same 
and superintend its execution. 

Mr, Wilson offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committce on Roads, Bridges and Ferries 
be requested to inquire into the propriety of so altering or amend- 
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ing the eleventh section of an act authorizing and requiring the 
county courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c,, approved 
March 15, 1848, as to make negligence on the part of overseers 
an indictable offence. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the committee on Printing was re- 
quested to have printed at length and in suitable form, the pro- 
ceedings and addresses on the occasion of the death and inter- 
ment of the late General Edward Bur eson. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong,a bill to better define the limits 
of the Milam land district, and the report of the committee on 
Public Lands thereon, were taken from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of Geo. W. Parrish and Roswell Gorman ; ` 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wesley Fisher, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Hall, deceased ; and 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to use their 
best exertions to have an appropriation made by the Congress of 
the United States, for payment of losses sustained by the citizens 
of this State by the depredations of different Indian tribes since 
our annexation to the United States. 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills which originated 
zz the Senate, viz: 

A bill allowing assessors and collectors to employ deputies ; and 

A till for the relief of the heirs of Leeman Kelsey, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of the settlers in the territory commonly 
known as Mercer’s colony ; read. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment to the end of first 
section : 

« Provided that nothing contained in this act shali be so con- - 
strued as to recognize any right of the contractors of said colony 
toany lands therein on account of said contracts or rights grow- 
ing out of the same;” adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt of 
the late Repubiic of Texas, together with the report of the Select 
committee, ofering amendments thereto, was read. 


Mr. Dancy moved that the amendments offered by the commit- 
tee be printed ; lost. 
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The amendments offered by the committee were severally read 
and adopted. - 

Mr. Parker moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock p, m. 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until 100’clock to-morrow moraing 

The President decided the motion ont of order, unless offered, 
as anamendment to Mr. Parker’s motion. 

Mr. Dancy contended that it was out of order to amend a mo- 
tion to adjourn, and appealed from the decision of the President. 

The Senate sustained the decision of the President. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Parkers motion, when by 
leave he withdrew it. 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendments to the bill under 
consideration z 

Amend in first section by striking out after the words “as fol- 
lows,” the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sxith, seventh, eighth, 
eleventh and twelfth items.” 

In second section, strike ont all after the word “ thereof,” in 
eenth line. In second section, second line, after the word “ act,” 
insert “at per centnm preminn.” 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 3 
gelock p. m. 

- 3 OCLOCK, P. M, 

Senate met—ro!] called —quornm present. 

The amendments offered by Mr. Gray, toa bill providing for 
the liquidation and payment of the debt of the late Republic of 
‘Texas, being under consideration when the Senate adjourned, 
was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, a call of the Senate was had. 

The Senate being full, the yeas and nays were called on the 
adoption of the amendments, and were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Trait and Wil- 
son —6, 

Nays— Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Day, Duggan, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scoit, Sterne, Taylor and 
Williams—15. Rejected. 


Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment : 


In section 3, strike out ihe words “and that this act be in force 
from its passage,” Aud add, 

s Section 4, This act shall not take effect until a majority of 
the electors of the State of Texas shail vote in favor of this act, 
aud it is made the duty of the Governor to submit this act to 
the peaple on the first Monday iu Augnst, 1832, end require the 
chief jristices of the different counties to make due returns of 
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the votes to the Secretary of State, by the second Monday in Oc- 
tober, 1852.” 

e motion of Mr. Taylor, the amendment was laid on the 
ta £, 

On motion of Mr. Dancy it was taken up. ; 

The yeas and nays were then called on the adoption of the 
amendment, and it was rejected by the following vote. 

Yxeas—Messrs. Dancy and Truit—2, 

Nays—WMessrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Eady, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Sterne, Tayior, Williams ard Wilson—19. i 

Mr. Daucy offered as a substitute for the bill: 

A bill to dispose of the five millions of stock received by Tex- 
as, for relinquishing her claim to her northwestern territory to 
the United States; rejected by the following vote : 

Yeras— Messrs. Dancy, ‘Trnit and Wilson--3. 

Nays— Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor and Williams—18. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: 

Amend by inserting the words “third and fonrth,” in the sixth 
line of the first section after the word “ articles,” and before * 9th.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

_ ¥gas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Duggan, Hart, Hill, Parker, 
‘Troit, Williams and Wilson —9. 

Ways—Slessrs, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, Eddy, Grimes, 
Merriman, Reaves, Scott, Sterne and Taylor—11. Rejected. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

Jn section 3, line sixth, add before “and that this act,” “Pro 
vided, that no member of this Legislature shall receive any of 
the bonds appropriated by this bill.” 

Mr. Grimes moved the previous question ; catried. 

The previous question being on the engrossment of the bill 
was put, and bill ordered to be engrossed by the following vote: 

¥eas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams aud Wilson—19. 

Wayvs—Messrs, Dancy and Gray—2. 

A bill better defining the boundaries of Denton connty, with 
the report of the committee on Counties and County Boundaries, 
offering amendments thereto, was read, report adopted, and Dill 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill requiring the holders of the 
liabilities of the late Republic of ‘Texas, for which the revenues 
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of the said late Republic were specially pledged, to file releases 
with the government of the United States, was taken up and 
placed among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


-Turspay, December 30, 1851. 


'Fhe Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bazgarly—roll called— 
quorum present. . 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt of 
the late Republic of Texas; 

A biil to incorporate the Little Cypress Bridge company 3 and 

A bill concerning writs of error. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re~ 
ported a biil for the relief of Wesley W. Hanks; and 

A bill forthe relief of John A. Veatch, his heirs or assigns, as- 
signee of Ramon Sanchez, correctly enrolled, and that the 
same were deposited on yesterday with the Governor for. his ap 

roval. 
Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the Sulphur 
Fork Bridge and Turnpike company, reported the same back to 
the Senate with the following amendments: 

Strike out the words * bridge and,” in caption. 

Substitute for 3rd section as follows: 

“Section 3. That said company shall within four years trem 
the passage of this act, construct a good aud substantial turnpike 
road across the low Jands on the Sulphur fork of Red River at 
Epperson’s Ferry, from the highland in the county of Bowie 
to the highland in the county of Cass, with bridges across the 
sloughs, the wkole to be above ordinary overflows, with the 
privilege of keeping a ferry boat in, or constructing a bridge 
across the main stream; provided, said bridge shall be sufficiently 
high to admit the free passage of steamboats; and further pro- 
vided, that no additional charge shall be raade for ferriage at said 
main stream, or crossing a bridge.” 


Mr. Eddy, from the committee on Internal Improvements, re- 
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ported back a bill to incorporate the Attoyac ‘Turnpike company, 
and recommended its passage. ' 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, re- 
ported back a bill to declare the Little Cypress bayou a navigable 
stream, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, to which was referred a 
bill to incorporate the Clarksville and Red River Turnpike com- 
pany, reported the same back to the Senate and recommended 
the rejection of the amendments adopted to the 1st and 31d sec- 
tions, and farther recommend the passage of the bill, retaining 
the amendment adopted to the 12th section, striking out all the 
said section down to the words * this act,” in fourth line. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate’ the city of San Antonio, 
reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended its pas- 
sage. i 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, te 
which was referred a bill to amend an act providing for the trans- 
fer of records of administrators to new connties, passed May 13, 
1846 ; and a bill supplementary to an act to authorize the com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issne patents on certifi- 
cates issued by the board of laud commissioners of Robertson 
county, approved 5th February, 1850, reported the same back 
and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Piivate Land 
Claims, made the following report : 

Your committee on Private Land Claims have considered a 
bill for the relief of E. J. W. Lowery, and find from the evidence 
adduced that the said Lowery emigrated to Texas as a volunteer 
in the month of June, in the year 1836, that he served in the 
army about one year, and soon afier he was discharged he was 
drowned. Upon examination of the abstract of jand titles it 
shows that no certificate has been issued to hinn for a beadricht. 
He was entitied under the law to one third of a league of land. 
The premises considered, the cominiitee have instructed me to 
report the bill back without amendment, aud recommend its pas- 
sage. 

All of which is submitted. 


Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, made the following re- 
port. 

Your committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was rte- 
ferred a biil for the relief of William H. Kennedy, have investi- 
gated the same, and find from the testimony in the case that Mr. 
Kennedy emigrated to Texasin the year 1836, and was entitled 
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under the law to a headright certificate. This right he sold, asit 
appears from evidence, in the year 1837, to one David Ayers, 
for a valuable consideration, making a transfer to the said Ayers. 
At this time he, Kennedy, was a minor. It appears further, that 
he, Kennedy, appeared before the commissioners for Harrisburg 
county on the 17th day of June, 1838, and proved out a condi- 
tional headright certificate for 640 acres of land, which certificate 
he, Kennedy, transferred to the said Ayers on the 17th day of 
August, 1847, he then being of full age. Ft further appears that 
she said Kennedy has and still refuses to prove ont the uncon- 
ditional certificate, bnt petitions the Legislature for a certificate 
for one third of a league of land. Mr. Ayers, the legal holder 
in our opinion, of the conditional certifieate, has located the same 
and paid all dues thereon. Under all the circumstances, L am 
instructed by the commiltee to report a bill for the relief of 
David Ayers, and recommend its passage. 

All of which is submitted. 
, M. D. K. TAYLOR, Chairman. 

A bill for the reliéf of David Ayers; read first time. 

. Mr. Hill, from the committee on Public Debt, made the follow- 

ing report: ee 

‘The undersigned, a minority of the committeeon the Public 
Debt, dissent from the report of the majority of said committee, 
which recommends the rejection of the bill for the relief of John 
W. King, for the following reasons: i 

First, we disagree with the majority in supposing that the pas- 
sage of this Lill would be a departure from the principles of the 
t scaling law of 1848,” orin any manner have a bearing npon the 
actio# already taken by the Senate in approving the action of the 
Auditor and Comptroller under that law. We find that the claim 
upon whichthe bill is founded isone of those contained in statement 
C. accompanyingsaid report,and the bill only makes the allowance 
therein recommended, and therefore only proposes to adopt a por- 
tion of that report net acted upon. We further find, upon examina- 
tion, that the Republic of Texas actnally received par value for 
this claim; and to pay it,so ffrom departing from the principles 
of the law above alluded to, only attains its objects, which we 
believe to be just; but we believe that should the report of the 
majority be adopted, the intention of the law would not be car- 
ried in'oa effect, nor would what we believe to be the desire of the 
Senate, (the adoption of the entire report of the Auditor and 
Comptroller) be attained. 


Second, the undersigned cannot concur in the opinion ex- 
pressed by the majority of the committee, that to pass this bill 
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would set a precedent dangerous tothe best interests of the State, 
or open the door for relief in every case acted upon and reported 
by the Auditor and Comptroller. ‘Phese officers report the four- 
teen cases in statement C., as the only cases of this kind which 
have come to their knowledge in all their labors under the law of 
1848; and the whole amoust there recommended to be allowed 
{on these claims in the handsof first class holders, and for which 
they paid par value,} only amonnis to $9,120 00, and interest ; 
and if these are all they have found in the whole debt, it cannot 
be supposed that there are a great number of this kind; and the 
undersigned have yet to learn that to allow a claim which carries 
with it every attribute of justice and merii, would be “danger- 
ous to the best interests of the State.” 


Again, the majority of your committee say, * to do sheer jus- 
tice In all and every case connected with the indebtedness of the 
late Republic of ‘Texas, is a thing ‘not to be anticipated by the 
most sangnine,” Here we would only ask, is it valid reasoning, 
that because we cannot adopt a system which will do justice to 
all, that we shouid therefore, knowingly, do injustice where jus- 
fice can be done? We think not. The majority of your com- 
mittee recommend a strennous adherence to the action already ta- 
ken by the Senate, in adopting the report of the Auditor and 
Comptroller. Suppose this action had only extended to the re- 
port of the first class debt, would it have been contended that it 
was a departure from that action, or even bad policy then to have 
adopted the report on the second class debt? We suppose not. 
‘Then it can be no worse policy, or any more a departure from 
that action to adopt stateu.ent C. as a part of that report, provi- 
ded the recommendations therein made are considered just;“which 
the undersigned have no hesitation in believing from the report 
and an examination of many of the original vouchers, and which 
has not been denied. We therefore report a bill to be entit'ed an 
act supplementary to an act confirming the aetion of the Auditor 
and Comptroller, under the provisions of ay act of the Legisla- 
ture to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Repnblic of 
Texas, approved March 20, 1848, and the act supplementary 
thereto, approved February 8, 1850, as a siibstitute for the origi- 
nal bill, and recommend its passage. 

G. W. HILL. 
WM. M. WILLIAMS. 
JAS. ARMSTRONG. 

December 30th, 1851. 

A bill supp'ementary to an act confirming the action of the 
Auditor and Comptroiler, under the provisions of an act of the 
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Legislature to provide for ascertaining the debtof:the late Repub- 
lic of Texas, approved March 20, 1845, and the act supplementa- 
ry thereto, approved February 8, 1850; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill for the relief of Charles Che- 
vallier, assignee of Napoleon Devaltz; aud a bill for the relief of 
Thomas J. Rusk, David Rusk and James H. Starr, were taken 
from the table and placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eddy introduced, for Mr. Armstrong, a bill tor the relief 
of Michael Pevetoe, jr, and Michael J. Brake; read first time. 

Mr. Davis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the ‘committee on the Militia be instructed to 
inquire into the .expediency of so modifying, amending and re- 
suscitalting the military laws, se as to enable and insure to the 
State of Texas, her quota of arms that she is annually entitled 
to receive from the government of the United States, aad report 
by bill or otherwise. . 

Mr. Parker introduced a joint resolution instructing our Senators 
aod requesting onr Representatives ja Congress te use theirin- 
uence in procuring a mail reute from Austin to Marshall; read 
first time. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to incorporate the Clarksville 
and Mount Pleasant Turpike company; and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph H. Weed. 

Alse, that the House had passed the following biils which 
originated in the Senate, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Wallace, dec’d ; 

A bill for the relief of Ambrose Hillburn ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Belton in Bell county; and 

A bill to incorporate the Victoria Lodge, No. 9, of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 


a 


ORDERS GF THE DAY. 


A bill to incorporate the Little Cypress Bridge company ; read 
third tinse, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hil], Merriman, Meusebach, 
Parker, Scott, Sterue, Taylor, Truit and Wilson—2l1. 

*Navs—noue. ‘ 

A bili concerning writs of error; read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide for the liquidation and payment of the debt 
ef the late Republic of Texas; read third time. 


Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment : 
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Amend by inserting the words “third, fourth,” after the - 
word “articles,” in the sixth line of the first section, which was 
adopted by the following vote : 

Yeras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Day, Duggan, Gray, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Trait and Wilson —19. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Dancy, Davis and Eddy—3. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment : 

Amend seetion 2, by striking out of the twelfth line the words 
* third, fourth’ and aiso strike out of the last Jive but one in the 
second section, the words “third, fourth; ” adopted. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

“That no member of this Legislainre be allowed to receive 
anyof the bonds appropriated Ly this act;” rejected. 

The President stated the question to be the final passage of the 
Bill. ` 

Mr. Dancy contended that it was ont of order to pass the bill, 
as a bill containing the same substance had been rejected by 
striking out the seven first sections; and appealed from the deci- 
sion of thePresident. 

The Senate sustained the decision of the President. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote. 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Buris. Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Mensebach, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit and Wilson—21. 

Nays—Mr. Daney—1. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, Mr. Bogart was added to the com- 
mittee on Interual Improvements. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, Mr. Day was added to the same com- 
mittee. 

The resolution of the Senate relative to going into an election 
of a President pro tem. ; read and adopted; and, on motion of 
Mr. Taylor, Mr. Grimes was declared unanimously elected Presi- 
dent pro tem. of the Senate. 

Resolution of the Senate, instructing the committee on Fi- 
natce to consider of the propriety of appropriating the Siate tax 
to the several counties throughout the State, jor connty purpeses 
for two years, dc. ; read and adopted. 


Resolution of the Senate, requesting the committee on Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries, to inquire into the propriety of altering Or 
amending the eleventh section of an actanthorizing and requiring 
the county courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c. ; read 
and adopted. 


The resolution of the Senate, that two hundred doilars of the 
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Senate’s contingent fuwd be appropriated for the purchase of a 

portrait of General Edward Burleson, &c.; read. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the resolution was amended by in- 
serting alter the word “dollars,” the following words, “or so much 
thereof as may be necessary.” 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the resolution was farther amended 
by striking out “as the property of the State,” aud inserting * for 
the use of the Senate.” 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Resolution of the Senate, instructing the committee on Fi- 
nance to inquire what progress has been made nnder the provi- 
_Sions of an act to provide for settiing the fiscal affairs of the late 

Republic of Texas; read and. adopted. 

Resolution of the Senate, requesting the committee on Educa- 
tion, to report at as early a day as their convenience will permit, 
a bill forthe establishment of a system of Publie Schools for this 
State, d&c., &c.; read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Sterne was added to the com- 
mittee on Findnec. 

Mr. Davis offered the following resolution ; 

Whereas, there are at this time several railroad charters belore 
the committee upon Internal Improvements upon the part of 
the Senate; and whereas, the whole State of Texas is deeply 
interested in ihat policy, aud as it might facilitate the action of 
the Legisiatnre for the cammittee of both Houses‘to deliberate 
jointiy upon that subject, f 
Be it therefore resolved, That the committee upon Internal 

Improvements upon the part of the Senate, be authorized to in- 

vite the committee upon internal Improvements npon the part of 

the House of Representatives, to set with them in their delibera- 
ions Upon that subject. 

Mr. Davis moved to suspend the rule requiring resolutions to 
lay on the table for oue day ; lost. 

The resolution of the Senate, that no claims to lands, or peti- 
tion for relief to lands, shall be received after the 10th day of 
January, 1852; read, and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, laid on 
the table, = * 

A bill to create the county of Hidalgo: read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which refused to pass to a third reading a bij] to permit Fitz Wil- 
liam Bonner to practice law, was taken from the table and recon- 
sidered, and bill passed to third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Davis, the vote just taken was reconsidered. 
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Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment : 

Strike ont * Fiz Wiliam Bonner,” and insert “ any minor.” 

Mr. Sesti afiered the following as a substitute for Mr. Dancy’s 
amenament: 

b Phat Fiz Wiliam Bonner, and ail minors over 19 pears,” 

Do mation of Mr. Hit, the Senaie adjourned unti! 16 o'clock 
to-morrow motning. 


Werpwespav, December 31,1851. 


The Senate was caed ło order by the President porsnart to 
adjooroaent—prayer ie the Rey. Mr. Ba sgceriy—rolied called— 
qucrim present. 

The jonrzal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr, De y prassuted the petition lor the relief wf P. H. Pearson, 
praying í for lands referred to the committee on Private Land 
set ms 

Ar. Grimas presented a letter from Tinton Walker. relative to 
the Ur ited Sates standerd oe and meascres; read, and refer- 
red in thee ommitee on Sate Afire. 


Mr. Besten, c: aaa of tre Select committee on Judieal Dis- 
fricts, renotied back 49 the Senate, a bil saree an ast ro de- 
fine the line of ae nding the distriet courts for the fifth indicia! 


istrict > 


ie os 


A bul giving two wesns session fo the district court of Mont- 


ae Conny 2 


saty 4 


A bui fo define the time of bolding the district courts in the 


aF 
tenth iudiciali distiniet; and 
1, s E Se T 3,43 
A Ll to presente the ime of toding the esmisin the second 
judicial dicir-ct cf the State of Texcs, aud recommended their 


Dastege. 

ar ees if om ti: sam? eommis tee, reported back to the 

of Pa act to define the 

time ¢ of ho'd ing mae jane cours for ihe fith and sixth jndiciai 
districts, arproved February 10, 1854, witi Hey, folowing amend- 
meri: 

in last seclion, second iine from bottom, strike out * January,” 
and insert“ Augus a 


r, Toylor, from ‘the committee on Pudlie Debt, made the fol- 
iswigg report: 

The committee cn Public Delt have examined a bil] referred 

to tuem, ior the reicf of tie persons taken prisoners by the 
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Mexican army at the mission of Refugio, in 1841, and fing that 
the bill provides for the Creation of claims not heretofore recog- 
nized by law, and therefore does not praperly belong to this com- 
mittee. J am instructed by said committee ta report the Di back 
and recommend that it be referred to the committee on Claims and 
Acconnts. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report; 


Senate Caampes, December 31, 1851. 
- To Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 

President of the Senate: l 
Your committee on Private Land Claims, te whom was refer- 


red the petition of Thomas P. Crosby. have considered the same, 
and find that the commissioners of Brazoria canity did, on the 
24th cay of September, A. D. 1939, issne to the said Crosby, a 
claim for one leagne of land cn account cf his having been 
wonnded at the battle of Velasco, in the year 1832. ‘The com- 
mittee can find no law which agthorizes the issuance ofsucli cer- 
tificate; and as your committee can find no laws for relief which 
goes behind the declaration of the independence of Use State of 
Texas, and as the committee have confined their recommenda- 
tions for relief to those eases which once had a vested fight, and 
there being in this case no legal right, they have instructed me 


to report it iInexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitiener-. 


M. D. K. TAYLOR, Chairman. 


Mr. HE made the follawing report: 

The committee on Paklic Debt, having considered the petition 
of the heirs of J, F. Alles, deceased, asking the recognition of 
the draft of Bailey Hardeman, Secretary of the Treasury of the 
government ad interim, drawn on Co). Robert Triplett, agent for 
the Repubiie of Texas at New Orleans, Lonisiana, dated 22d 
April, 1836. According to the stipniationsset forth in the same, 
finding that it was given for the purchase of the steamboat Cayu- 
ga, early in the Texian revolution, and belore the officer draw- 
ing hadteen anthorized by legislative action to make the con- 
tract for the payment of interest as agreed upon, and the majori- 
ty al your commitfee firding no good reason why this should 
excinde the interest from the contract, have Instructed me fo re- 
port the accompanying bill for the re‘ief of the heirs of J. F. 
Ailes, deceased, and recommend its pastage. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of J. F. Ailes, deceased ; read 
first time. 

Mr. Hil, chairman of the committee on Public Debt, to which - 
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was referred a bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware In- 
dian, reported the same back, with the following amendments: 
Tnsert alter “ Auditor,” in second line, “and Comptroller.” 
Third line, strike ont “heirs,” and insert “they are,” and after 
“ audit,” insert “and allow.” Fill the blank with “six hundred” 
Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled BiHs, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan Wallace, 
correctly enrolled, and that the same was on yesterday presented 
to the Goversor for his approval. 
Mr, Hill, chairman of the committee on Public Debt, reporied . 
back to the Senate, the petition of James H. Neely, and recom- 
mended that it be referred to.the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 
Mr, Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report : 


SENATE ÛHAMBER, December 31, 1851. 
To the Hon. J. W. Hexperson, 


President of the Senate: 


The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom wae refer- 
red the petition of Westley Atkins, asking pay for Services as 
Captain in the army of Texas, &c. ; 

Also, the petition of Wim. Bridges, asking pay for cattle, hogs, 
éc., used by the army of Texas; = 

Also, the petition of G. "W. Wright, asking pay for bacon fur- 
nished the army of Texas; 

Also, the petition of Bartlett Sims. asking pay for corn and 
bacon used by the army of Texas, have instructed me to report, 
that in the opinion of your commiltee, the aforesaid clain.s should 
undergo.an examination by the committee on the Public Debt. 

Therefore, the committee have instructed me to report them 
back to the Senate, aud recommend the said petitions with the 
accompanying’ documents be referred to the committe on Public 
Debt. All of which is respectfully submitted. . 

ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 

Mr. Kinney presented the petition of Jacob Snively; referred 
to the committee on Claims and Accounts, 

Mr. Grimes offered the followiug resolution : 

Whereas, there is no direct mail route between the city of Austin 
and the county seat of Gillespie county ; 

Therefore, resolved by the Senate, That the Governor be an- 
thorized to employ a special messenger to carry to the county 
seat of Gillespie county, his proclamation of election to fill the 
vacancy in the Senate oecasioned by the death of General Edward 
Burleson, late Senator from the 21st Senatorial district, composed 
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ot the counties of Travis, Hays and Gillespie; and that the sum 
of twenty dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be 
appropriated out of the contingent fund of the Senate, for that 
purpose, 

Ou motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule was suspended, and reso- 
Intion adopted. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to incorporate the Trinity Turnpike 
company ; read first time. 

Mr. Kianey introduced a bill to authorize the connty clerk of 
Refugio county to transcribe certain records in his office: read 
first ime. . 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill for the relief of James F. Pittman ; 
read first time. : 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. ees 
. A bill to permit Fitz William Bonner to practise law, being 
under consideration when the Senate adjonrned on yesterday, 
was laken up. ‘The question being on the adoption of the sub- 
stitute offered by Mr. Scott to the amendment oflered by Mr. 
Dancy, was put and lost. 

The vote was then taken on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Dancy, and amendment rejected. 

Mr. Merriman offered the following amendment: Strike out 
section 2, aud add the following : 

“Sec, 2. That the first section of an act entitled an act to regu- 
late the license and practice of attorneys and connsellors at law, 
passed May 12th, 1846, be and the same is hereby repealed, and 

that this act take effect from iis passage ;” rejected. 

The bill was passed to a third reading by the followtng vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Day, Duggan, Eddy, Hart, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Sterne, “Taylor, and Trait—11. 

Nays — Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, 
Merriman, Meusebach and Wilson—9. 

Mr. Duggan offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Education be requested to 
ingitire into the expediency of locating two Colleges or Universi- 
ties, as contemplated by an act appropriating certain lands for the 
establishment of a general system of education, passed January- 
26, 1839. and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

The Senate refused to adept the report of the committee on 
Private Land Claims on the petition of William Ford, and of 
the heirs atlaw of J. W. Taylor, recommending that said peti- 
tion be referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, the report was laid on the table. 
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A messgae was teceived from the Honse, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills which originated 
in the Senate, to wit: 

A bill to allow the several connties in this State to establish 
workhouses or houses of correction ; 

A bil! to repeal an act incorporating the city of Brownsville; 

A biil for the retief of Oliver Hedgecoxe; 

A bill for the relief cf Sabina Draper; 

A bill to incorporate Battle Creek Academy, in the county of 
Navarro. 

A bil] for the relief of the heirs of Nancy Williams, decd; and 

A bill for the relief of William Grooms and Thomas N. Little, 

On motion of Mr. Hill. Mr. Davis was appointed chairman of 
the committee on the Mititia. i 

A bill tu charter the Bastrop Academy; read, and passed to 
third reading. 

A bill t> re-incorporate the town of Huntsville, with the report 
of the committee on the Judiciary, offering amendments, was 
read, amendments :dopted, and bili passed to third reading. 

, Mr. Hill offered the follawing resolution : 

' Resolred by the Senate, That the Secretary be authorized 
and required to make out the c aim of Edward Burleson, dec’d, 
late a member of this bady, for pay for services die said deceased 
up tothe date of his death, avd to draw the same from the 
Treasury, and pay it oyer to the widow of the deceased ; and upon 
. the affidavit cf the Sergeant-at-arms of the Honse of Represen- 
tatives, he shail allow iu his receipt sixty dollars, part of the said 
pay, paid to said Sergeant-at-arms upon the request of Senator 
Burleson during his last iliness, and paid over to him in presence 
of wiineèses 

Joint resoiution for the relief of the company commanded by 
Capt. Wiiliam Beckuell, in 1837; read second time, and ordered 
to be eusrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the petition of James H. Neely was 
taken up, and referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Wilson, Kinney, Sterne, Bigelow and Scott were ap- 
pointea said committee. 

A hill to anthorize and require the commisssioner of the Gen- 
erla Land Office to issue patents to legal purchasers at probate 
and sheriff's cies; read second time, and, ou motion of Mr. 
Taylor, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


A bil to incorporate Galveston College; read second time, 
p 


and, ou motion of Mr. Day, referred to the committee on Educa- 
tion. 


- ~ 2 


A bill for the relief of James Morris; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill declaring the San Jacinto a navigable stream; read sec- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. ‘Taylor, referred to the commit- 
tee on internal Improvements. _ 

A bill to incorporate the Lake Bridge and Turnpike company ; 
read second time, and an motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the 
committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill to create the sixth Military Division ; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the committee on the 
Militia. 

A till to incorporate the town of Carthage, in Panola connty ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the 
committee on State Affairs. ` 7 

A bill for removing obstructions and improving the navigation 
of the rivers of this State; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Day, referred to the committee on Internal Improvements, 

A bill for the relief of James McWilliams ; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Reaves, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

A bill to provide for the levying of a road tax for the county 
of Montgomery ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to amend an act authorizing the county courts to issue 
unconditional certificates in certain cases; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on the Ja- 
diciary. 

A bill defining the boundaries of Cooke county land district ; 
redd second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the 
committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to authorize the sale of the unsold and forfeited lots in 
the city of Austin and tract adjoining ; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. ‘Taylor, referred to the commiltee on State Affairs. 

Mr Sterne moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock p. m.; lost by the 
following vote: 

Yeas—NMessrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Duggan, Reaves, Scott, 
Sterne and Tavlor— 7. . 

Nays—Messts. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, Eddy, Gray, 
Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Parker and Trnit—11. 

A bill to amend an act providing for the transfer of records of 
administrators to new counties, passed May 13, 1846; read, and, 
on motion of Mr. Gray, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of the settlersin the territory commonly 
known as Mercer's colony; read third time and passed. 
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À bill for the relief of the heirs of William Gnyman, a dec’d 
soldier; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Day, referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Abill forthe relie! of settlers residing near the eastern botin- 
dary lineof Texas, before the same was established ; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to authorize the commissioner of- the General Land Of 
fice to issue to the heirs of Christopher Choate, a certificate for one 
league and one labor of land ; read second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Davis, referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 

A bill to amend the third section of an act entitied an act to 
raise a revenue by direct taxation, approved 20ih March, 1848; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the 
commiltee on Finance. 

A bill to authoriz2 the connty court of Limestone county to 
rent or lease the Springfield Bridge; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Hill, relerred to the committee on, Roads, Bridges 
and Ferries. , . 

Abii! requiring the holders of the liabilities of the late Repub- 
lic of Texas for which the revenues of the said Republic were 
specially pledged, to file releases with the government of the 
United States; read, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, made the spe- 
cial order of the day for Friday, 29d January 

Joint resolution instructing ont Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, to use their influence iu procnring 
a mail route from Austin to Marshall; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill the better to define the limits of the Milam land district, 
with the report of the committee on Public Lands, offering an 
amendment, was read, and amerdment adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Besoiution of the Senate, that the committee on Internal Jm- 
provements on the part of Senate act in conjunction with the 
like commiti-e on part of the Honse; read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Davis, laid on the table. 

Resolution of the Senate instracting the committee on the Mi- 
litia 1o inquire into the expedieney of so amending the militia 
laws as to secure to Texas, the quota of arms she is entitled to 
receive from the United States, reud and adopted. 

Mr. Reaves made the follewing report: 


Commirres Room, December 30, 1851. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 


The majority of your committee, to whom was referred a bill 
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to amend an act approved 30th November, 1850, entitled an act 
to amend the second and seventh sections an act entitled an act 
to organize the supreme court of the State of Texas, approved 
May 12, 1946, have duly considered the same. They find that 
the branch of the supreme court which is intended to be removed 
by the bill, is now located very near the geographical centre of 
the territorry ineluded in the eastern district of said court. Your 
committee further report that the present location of said branch 
is a healthy one, and equally as convenient to parties interested 
as it would be it removed, as contemplated by the biil under con- 
sideration. They further find that the county of Smith in which 
the court is now located, has incurred a large and heavy expense 
in making suitable preparations for the reception and accommoda- 
tion of the judges and officers of the court, and in preparing a 
good, suitable and cemfortable courthouse for the benefit of the 
conrt, without any charge against the State for the same. They 
further find that there is a good library of books at the town of 
Tyler, which is of great utility to the court, and to which the 
court can have free access at all times. Your committee are of 
opinion that a large mojority of the people of the whole district 
are in favor of the said court remaining where it is, that its pres- 
ent location is generally satisfactory to the citizens of the district, 
as well as the jndges and other officers of the supreme court. 

Your committee hare not been abie to ascertain any good or 
substantial reason for Interfering with its present-lecation: but 
on the contrary they deem it altogether inexpedient to remove 
the same, or to legislate on that snlject, A majority of your 
committee, therefore, bex leave to report the bill back to the Sen- 
ate, and recommend ifs rejection. 

All of which is respectiuity submitted. 

STEPHEN REAVES, 
HARDIN HART. 
WA. T. SCOTT. 
SAM BOGART. 

Mr. Parker gave notice that he would submit to the Senate a 
counter report: 

A bill for the relief of John W. King, together with the report 
of the committee on Public Debt, was read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Taylor, was together with the report of the minority of said 
committee, made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
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Taurspayv, January 1, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggeriy—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal cf yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presen the memorial of Fredrick Dawson ; 
read, and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Air. Hill presented the memorial of Samuel B. Brigham; re- 
ferred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Hill, Wilson, 
Gray, Grimes and ‘Truit. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred joint resolution, instructing our Senators and 
requesting our Representatives in Congress, to use their influence 
in procuring a mail route from Austin to Marshail, reported the 
same back and recommended iis passage. 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, reported back a bill to au- 
thorize the sale of the unsold and forfeited lots in the city of 
Austin and tract adjoining, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Davis, from same committee, reporied back, and recom- 
mended the passage of a bill to incorpordte the town of Carthage, 
in Panola county. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on the Militia, reported 
back a bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew J. Harrison, and 
recommended its passage. ete 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
which was referred a bili declaring the San Jacinto a navigable 
siréam ; and a bill supplementary to the act to establish the Gal- 
veston and Red River railway company, reported the same back, 
and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition of Memucan Hunt, reported 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Central railroad company ; 
read first time. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, re- 
ported a bill to incorporate the Corpus Christi navigation eompa- 
ny correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Gnmes, chairman of the committee on Finance, reported. 
back a bill transferring an appropriation therein named, with the 
following amendment : . 

Amend the caption by striking out “therein named,” and in- 
sert “ for the survey of land scrip.” 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill to amend the second and seyenth sec- 


tious of an act to organize the supreme court of the State of Tex- 
as, approved 12th May, 1846, reported the same back,and recom- 
mended its passage with the following amendments : 

Add to section lst, “and when such decision shall be made, 
the court shall cause their judgment and opinion to be transmit- 
ted to the clerk of said court, at the place where the cause was 
submitted, to be by him entered on recordas in other cases.” 

Mr, Eddy made the follawing report: g 

The committee on Contingent Expenses of the Senate, have 
examined and approved the foliowing amonntfs, amouuting to 
two hundred and fifty-two dollars and eighty cents, of the fu- 
neral expenses of General Edward Burieson, deceased, late a 
member of this Senate: 


F. Deiterich, $1 00 
B. F & J. F. Jghnson, N 51 50 
Deats & Bius, 40 00 
Jno. S. Spence, 40 60 
A. HL Cook, 12 50 
Cushney & Hampton, 10 00 
D. H. Farr, 10 00 
Joha Bremond, 4 50 
E. Raven, 3 00 

Total, $252 80 


All of whichis very respectiully submitted. 

Z. WMS EDDY, Chairman. 

Mr. Gray made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill for the 
relief of Luther T. M. Plummer. It provides for the confirma- 
tion of a grant of a league of land, made io Mr. Plummer, as a 
colonist in Robertson’s colony, which was by mistake of the sur- 
veyor, located without the limits of the colony, on Plummer’s 
creek, which we: then supptsed to be the main stream of the 
Navisoto, the true boundary ef the colony. The bill reserves 
the rights of third parties, and as the grantee has resided on the 
land in question irom the time of the grant until now, the com- 
mittee see no impropriety in confirming the grant so far as the 
State can doso, They, therefore, recommend the passage of the 
bili with the following formal amendment: 

Amend by striking out the * proviso,” at end of second section, 
and insert at the end of first section “ provided, that the confirma- 

ion hereby made*shall not interlere with the legal rights of pat- 
ties not named in this act.” 


Mr. Gray aiso made the following report: 
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The committee on the Judiciary have considered the substitute 
adopted by the House of Representatives for the bill concerning 
writs of certiorari tọ justices’ courts. The substitute does not 
vary materially from the bill passed by the Senate, so far as civil 
cases are concerned; but it provides by additional sections, for 
the removal of criminal cases from justice’s to the district courts. 
On the propriety of this additien the commmittee are divided, 
but a Majority recommend the adoption of the substitute wiih 
the following amerdmenis: 

Amend the substitute by adding to 2nd section “ and the clerk 
shall docket the casein the name of the plaintiff and defendant 

‘as it Stood in the court below.” 

Ia 3rd section, first, second and third lines, strike out the 
words “but neither party shall introduce any claim that was not 
before the justice on the triai Lslow.” 

In 9th section, twelfth line, after the word “leave,” insert “ and 
that he will abide by the judgment of the district court, and pay 
such fine and costs us may be adjudged against him.” 

Add to end of 10th section, “and if the party be convicted in 

. the district court, the jadgment for such fine and costs as may be 
assessed shali de entered against all the obligors in the recogni- 
zance,” = 

Strike ont the word “petition,” wherever it occurs, and insert 
“application in writing ;” strike out “ petitioner,” wherever it oc- 
curs, and insert “applicant.” 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, a bill to incorporate the city of 
San Antonio was taken from the table and placed among the or- 
ders of the day. e 

Mr. Duggan introduced a bill to amend the charter of the town 
of Goliad; read first time. - : 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to allow sheriffs to charge mile- 
age for serving and returning process in civil cases; read first time. 

Mr. Reaves introduced a bill to define the time of holding the 
district courts in the third and ninth judicial districts of the State 
of ‘Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Reaves introduced a bill changing the names.of Antoinett 
and Sidney Way; read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to amend the seventh secfion of 
an act concerning crimes and punishments, approved March 20, 
1848; read first time. 

Mr, Wilson introduced a bill to-donate a league of land to the 
widow and heirs of Major William S. Henry, deceased; read 
first time, , . 

Mr, Davis introduced joint resolution providing for the removal 
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of the remains of the late Stephen F. Austin, for interment in 
the State burial ground at the city of Austin ; read first time. 

Mr. Wilson moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning; carried by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Day, Gray, 
Hart, Kinney, Meuseback and Wilson—10, 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Burks; Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, Hill, 
-Scott and Truit—8. g 


Fripay, January 2, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursnant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Duggan presented the petition of Fredric Foy; referred to 
the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on the Militia, to which 
was referred a bill to create the sixth Military Divison; and a 
bill supplementary to an act to regulate the pay of volunteers in 
the service of Texas in the year 1842, approved December 3d, 
1850, reported the same back to the Senate and recommended 
their passage. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill for the relief of settlers residing near 
the eastern boundary line sof Texas before the same was estab- 
lished, reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended : 
its passage with the following amendments: i 

First. Change the title so as to read “an act providing a mode 
of establishing certain land certificates conditionally recommend- 
ed for patent.” 


Second. Amend by striking out all between the words “ dis- 
trict court,” in twelfth line of Ist section, and the words “shall 
be submitted,” in sixteenth line, and insert “of the county where 
the certificate was issued, describing the original certificate and 
alleging that it was conditionally recommended by the commis- 
sioners appointed to detect fraudulent land certificates; and also, 
the place of residence of the applicant at the time of its issuance, 
and that he resided within the limits of Texas and was a citizen 
thereof; which petition shall be verified by affidavit of the appli- 
cant, and together with the proof necessary to establish the facts 
alleged.” 
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Third. Insert “Section 2. It shall be the duty of the district 
attorney to defend such suits, for which he shall be entitled to a 
fee of ten dollars; or in his absence or inability to attend, the 
court shall appoint some competent attorney to defend the same, 
who shall be entitled to the same fee, and such fee together with 
all costs incurred shall be adjudged against and paid by the appli- 
cant in all cases.” 

Mr. Wilson, chairman of the committee on Education, report- 
ed back a bill to incorporate Galveston College, and recommend- 
ed its passage. ; ; 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to authorize John Nelson, Andrew 
Stapp, Leroy Clement, and such other persons as they may 
choose, to construct a bridge across the east fork of Trinity river, 
&c.; read first time. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to extend the provisions of an act to 
provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, 
approved March 20, 1848; read first time. 7 i 

Mr. Merriman introduced a bill providing for the payment of 
sheriffs for attendance on the supreme court; read first time. 

Mr. Duggan introduced a bill to incorporate the Goliad Bridge 
company; read first time. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill making an appropriation to 
pay Joab B. Harrell, sheriff of Williamson county, for taking @ 
convict to the Penitentiary; read first time. 

Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, 'Thatthe committee on the Judiciary be respectful- 
ly requested to examine into the propriety of fixing some uni- 
form rate of fees to be charged by commissioners for taking depo- 
sitions under the provisions of an act approved May 8, 1846, 
and report by bill or otherwise. f , 


. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the relief of John W. King. together with the report 
of the majority of the committee on Public Debt, recommending 
its rejection was read. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. ' 
3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill for the relief of John W. King, with the report of the 
majority of the committee on Public Debt, being under discus- 
sion when the Senate adjourned, was again taken up. 

Mr. Gray moved to lay the report on the table; lost. 

The report was then adopted by the following vote: 
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Yras—Messrs. Armstiong, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Menusebach, Reaves, Scott and 
Trait—15. 

Naxs—Messrs, Bigelow, Duggan, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, 
Parker, Sterne and Wilson—S. 

A bill requiring the holders ef the liabilities of the late Re- 
public of Texas for which the revenues of the said Republic 
were specially pledged, to file releases with the government of 
the United States; read; 

Mr. Hart moved to amend the bill by striking out * three 
months,” and inserting “ two years.” 

A division of the question being called for, the motion to strike 
out was put an carried, 

Mr. Hart moved to fill the blank with “two years ;” lost by the 
following vote : 

Yuas—Messts. Day, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Scott, Tay- 
lor, Truit and Wilson—9. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Armstrong, Bizelow, Bogart, Barks, Dancy, 
Davis, Deggan, Eddy, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Reaves and Sterne—14. 

Mr. Parker moved to fill the blank with the following words, 
“six months after the United States shall have released to the 
State of Texas, the reserved five millions of dollars, and place 
snid bonds at the cisposal of the State of Texas.” 

Mr. Taylor moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, » call of the Senate was made. 

A messaze was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had concurred in the amendments of the Senste 
‘to a bill better defining the boundaries of Denton county; also. 
that the Honse had passed a bill originating in the Senate, to 
provide for services of process from jastice’s courts in certain 
cases, With an amendment ; 

Also, that the House had passed the-following bills, originating 
in that body, to wit: 

A bill granting relief to certain pre-emption claimants, by ex- 
tending the time within which said claimants are required by the 
2nd section of an act, passed January 22, 1845, granting to ' 
settlers on vacant public domain pre-emption privileges, to have 
the land incjuding their improvements covered with a valid cer- 
tificate ; 6 

A bill for thg relief of the heirs at jaw of William Wilkinson, 
deceased ; ; 

A bill for the relief of Wiiliam Welch, of Limestone county ; 

A DI for the relicf of Martha C. Lee: 
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A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hubert; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Mount Verfon, in Titus 
county. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow Morning. 


Sarcurpay, January 3, 1852. 


The Senate was calied to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev, Mr. Sinith—roil called—quo- 
rum present, 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported backa bill for the relief of James Mc Williams, 
and recommended its passage., 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill better to define the limits of the Milam land district; 

A biil declaring the Little Cypress Bayou a navigable stream ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of B. J. W. Lowery; 

A bill supp'ementary to an act to authorize the commissioner 
of the Gereral Land Office to issue patents on certificates issued 
by the board ot land commissioners of Robertson county, ap- 
proved 5th February, 1850; and 

Joint resolution for the relief of the company commanded by 
Captain William Becknell, in the year 1837. 

Mr. Hill made the following 1 yport: 

The committee on Public Debt, having considered the petition 
of Fredric Foy, representing the Joss of military draft No. 5712, 
issued in the name of E. W., Collins, fortwo hundred and five 
dollars and fifty cents, dated October 26, 1837; and being satis- 
fied that said Foy was the owner of said draft, when lost in Feb- 
tuary. 183%, and that the evidence of said loss was filed in the 
Treasury Department soon after, have instrncted me to report the 
accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of Frederic Foy; read first time. 

Mr. Parker made the following report : 

Senate CHAMBER, January 3, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
, President of the Senate - 

The undersigned, one of the select committee to whom was 

referred a bill entitled an act to amend an act approyed Novem. 
T 


e 


cer 30, 1850, entiticd an act to amend the second and seventh 
sections of an act entitled an act to organize the supreme court 
of the State of Texas, approved 12th May, 1846, most respect- 
fully submits this counter report : 


The majority of your committee have recommended the tejec- 
tion of the bill for various reasons set forth in theirt report, A dif- 
ferent resuit could not have been anticipated, from the fact that the 
members of the committee composing that majority reside in and 
north and east of the county of Smith, (at the county seat of 
which county the eastern branch of the supreme court is estab- 
lished ;) and as a matter of interest to them and their immediate 
constituents, a different report could not have been expected from 
them, consequently the undersigned is impelled by a sense of the 
duty he owes to his constituents particularly, and to these within 
the entire limits of the eastern division of the supreme court 
generally, to give the reasons why the bill should pass, and the 
eastern branch of the supreme court be removed from the town 
of Tyler in Smith county, to the town of Ruskin the county of 
Cherokee. f 

' in regard to the central position, geographically, of the town 
of Tyler in Smith county, the undersigned admits that the re- 
port of the majority may be nearly correct. Yet that the town 
of Rusk in the county of Cherokee, does not occupy a nearly 
central position also, none will aver. ‘Ihe two places are only 
about forty miles apart, and the undersinened is of opinion that 
a point between them would be more central than either, in a 
geographical point of view. From a comparison of the popula- 
tion of the different counties composing the eastern division of 
the supreme court, it will be found most satisfactorily, that the 
county of Cherokee, according to that comparison, occupies the 
most central position of any other county in said eastern division. 
Tn this connection it is also proper to remark, that the town of 
Rusk in Cherokee county, is approached by, and in the vicinity 
of more of the leading thoroughfares of Eastern Texas than the 
town of Tyler, or in fact of any other county seat of that pot- 
tion of the State. It will be recollected that the counties of 
Smith and Cherokee were both organized at the same time, both 
with a sparse population. Now, by reference to the last cen- 
sus returns, it will be seen that the population of Cherokee, both 
white and black, is nearly double that of Smith, Cherokee being 
one of the most populous counties in the State. The population 
of the town of Rusk bears, probably, a greater proportion to the 
population of the town of Tyler, than that of the county of 
Gherokee does to that of Smith. The Jike comparison holds 
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good in regard to law offices, law libraries and business houses 
of every kind; and the same of the wealth and resources of the 
two counties, as the statistical returns of the assessors and col- 
lectors will show. ‘The town of Rusk is situated in the imme- 
diate vicinity of rich and prosperous neighborhoods, furnished 
with a steam grist and saw mill, and several saw and grist mills 
propelled by water ppwer, affording facilities of comfort and con- 
venience not enjoyed by the citizens of the town of Tyler at 
present. The citizens of the county of Cherokee have built 
nearly to completion a large and commodious courthouse, with 
three court rooms and comfortable offices and jury rooms, suffi- 
cient to accommodate the supreme, district and county courts all 
at the same time; and also, have had built and completed for 
some time past, a good and substantial jail, which is now in good 
repair. “The county of Cherokee has made her public improve- 
ments so far, without asking an increase of taxes, as the county 
of Smith has done; and there is no doubt as to the ability of 
the citizens of the former county to meet all demands against 
her in a reasonable time, at least there is no evidence to the con- 
trary. 

The undersigned would further urge as a reason why the 
change from Tyler to Rusk should be made, that the town of 
Rusk is directly opposite to, and only forty miles from Magnolia, 
ihe principal shipping point on Trinity river, to which point 
steamboats ascend regularly whenever the river is in boat- 
ing order, whilst Tyleris much more remotely situated from the 
facilities of trade. ‘This, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
gives Rusk another decided advantage over Tyler in affording, 
not only the necessaries, but the luxuries of life. Now in view 
of all these advantages, and consequent cheapness of boarding, 
and being well provided for, would it not be important to the 
members and officers of the court, as well as the suitors, to have 
the change made which the bill that the committee have had 
under consideration proposes? Should not the interests of the 
few give way to those of the many, when it is apparent that the 
injury (if any,) sustained, would only be of that kind to which 
all should submit for the public good ? 


The passage of the bill is hereby recommended, ‘with an 


amendment: 
ISAAC PARKER, One of the committee, 
Amendment to come in assection2:  “ 
Section 2, That all records, files and transcripts of records, 
belonging or in anywise appertaining to the branch of the su- 
preme court at Tyler in Smith county, shall be removed pre- 
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viousiy to the next session of the supreme court for the Eastern 
division to the town of Rusk, in The county of Cherokee, and 
that the depziy cierk of said court at Tyler, carry the provisions 
of this section into effect.” 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bili requiring the holders of the liabilities of the late Repub- 
lic of Texas for which the revenues of the said Republic were 
specially pledged, to file releases with ihe government of the 
United States, being under consideration when' the Senate ad- 
journed on yesterday, was taken up. 

The question being on Mr. Taylors motion to indefinitely 
postpone the bill; 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, a call of the Senate was made, 
and the Sergeant-at-erms despatched after absent Senators. - 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the call was suspended, and the bill 
indefinitely postponed by the following vote : 

Yeas —Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Gray, Grimes, Hill, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and 
Wilson—14, 

Nays—WNiessrs, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Reaves 
and Trait—?, 

‘The Senate) concurred in the amendment of the House to a 
bii! to provide for the service of process issuing from justice’s 
courts in certain tases, 

Mr, Wiison, by leave, introduced a bill to confirm the titles to 
land issued to colonists in Williams’ colony ; read frst time. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and passed, 
to wit: 

A. bill supplementary to an act to authorize the commissioner 
of the General Lrnd Office to issue patents on certificates issued 
by the board of jand commissioners of Robertson sounty ; ap- 
proved February 5th, 1550; 

A. bill to create the county of Hidalgo; 

A bili declering the Littie Cypress Bayon a navigable stream ; 
and 

A bill ior the relief of the heirs of E. J. W. Lowery. 

A bill beiter defining the limits of Milam land district; read 
third time, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, lald on the table. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the company commanded by 
Captain William Becineil, in the year 1837; read third time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on State 
Affaire, 
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Resolution of the Senate requesting the committee on Educa- 
tion, to inquire into the expediency of locating two colleges. or 
universities, as contemplated by an act appropriating certain lands 
for the establishment of a general system of education; read 
and adopted. a 

Qn motion of Mr. Wilson, Messrs. Duggan and Scott were 
added to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Gray moved to reconsider the vote which adapted the re- 
port of the majority of the committee on Public Debt, recom- 
mending the rejection of a bill for the relief of John W, King. 

Mr. Hill moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; 
carried by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Scott and Sterne—i2, 

Navys—Messrs, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Hart, Meusebach, Reaves, 
Taylor, Truit and Wilson—9, š 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock Monday 
morning. ° 


Cee 


Mowpay, January 5, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rum present. 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne presented the petition of Solomon Wolfe, and of 
Jesse Duren; referred fo the committee on Internal Improve- `- 
ments. 

Mr. Sterne presented the petition of William Goyens; refer- 
red to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

„Mr. Troit presented the petition of Milton Parker; referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Jackson G. Walker, 
reported a bill for his relief, which was read first time. 

Mr. Bogart made the following report: 

i Commirter Room, January 5, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. Henperson, ' 
President of the Senate: 

Your committee on Counties and County Boundaries have 
had under consideration a bill defining the boundaries of the 
Cooke county land district, and find that the territory lying north 
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and west of Cooke county now forms a part of Fannin county 
land district, which renders it very ill convenient for persons 
making surveys and locations in that portion of the public do- 
main of Texas, fromthe fact that the territory alluded to above 
is detached from Fannin county, no partof itcan be reached in 
jess than eighty miles from Bonham. It will be seen by reference 
to the maps that this territory lies adjoining Cooke county on 
the west, and would be a great saving of time and trouble to 
those interested in the surveying of lands in that territory, as 
they could make their files and record their field-notes in the 
county where the land lies, without compelling them to travel 
eighty miles to comply with this provision of the land laws. 

For these reasons, and many others that might be adduced, your 
committee have instructed me to report the bill back to the Sen- 
ate, with the following amendments, and recommend its passage: 

Amend by striking out all after the word “county,” in the 
seventh line, to the word “be,” in the eighth line, and insert “ to 
the Waco fork of Brazos, thence down said-stream to the main 
or Salt fork of Brazos, thence up said main or Salt fork to its 
source.” 

All of which js hereby respectfully submitted. 


SAM BOGART, Chairman. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, reported 
back a bill for the relief of Julia Buchanan ; a bill for the relief 
of William H. Parker; and a bill for the relief of John B. 
Thacker, and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Eddy, from the committee on Education, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of the President, trustees, and the executive 
committee of the Austin and Rutersville colleges, and the trus- 
tees of the Guadalupe high school association, reported the same 
baek to the Senate, and asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof. 

Mr. Sterne introduced a bil) to amend an act approved Janua- 
ry 28, 1850, concerning the incorporation of the city of Nacog- 
doches; read first time. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to provide for the publication of 
an abstract of land titles; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the committee on the Judiciary was 
requested to examine the 2nd section of the 10th article of 
the constitution, and report to the Senate at as eatly a day as 
practicable, upon the power of the Legislature to appropriate the 
fund therein contemplated, to any system of commen schools 
other than free schools. 


Mr. Reaves offered the following resolution: 
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cesolved, ‘That the committee on Finance be requested to in- 

quire into the propriety of the passage of a general appropriation. 
hill at this session, and to report as early as practicable, by bill or 
otherwise. $ 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill relinquishing tọ the counties the 
State tax for the years 1852 and 1853: Also, that the House 
had adopted the following resolution : * 

Resolved, That the Senate be invited to. meet the House of 
Representatives in the Representative Hall, on Monday next, 
January 5th, at 11 o’clock a. m., for the purpose of electing a pub- 
lie printer. 

Mr. Duggan made the following report : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act for 
the relief of Nancy Williams, deceased ; 

An act to allow assessors and collectors to employ deputies ; 

An act to allow the several caunties in this State to establish 
workhouses ar houses of correction ; 

An act to incorporate Battle Creek Academy, in the county of 
Navarro ; 

An act to repeal an act to incorporate the city of Brownsville, 
approved January 24, 1850; 

An act for the relief of Oliver Hedgecoxe ; 

An act for the relief of Ambrose Hillburn ; 

An act for the relief of Sabina Draper ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Leeman Kelsey, dec’d ; 

And an act to incorporate the Victoria Lodge No. 9, af tho 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; and finding the same cor- 
rectly enrolled, have this day, after having first attained ths sig- 
natures of the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, submitted the same to the Governor 
for his approval. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Scott, the resolution to reconsider the vote 
which rejected a bill to locate permanently the county seat of 
Lavaca county, was take trom the table, vate reconsidered and 
bill passed to third reading. , 

Mr. Hart moved that the Senate accept the invitation of the 
House of Representatives to go into an election of a publie printer 
at 11 o’clock to-day; carried. 

A bill for the relief of all persons that were made prisoners by 
the government authorities of the United States, under Col. 
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Jacob Snively; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Eddy, 
referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill for the relief Michael Pevetoe, Jr., and Michael J. Brake; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the 
committtee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of J. Pittman; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Meusebach, by leave, presented the petition of Howard 
and Ogden ; referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate took a recess of five 
minutes, preparatory to meeting the House of Representatives for 
the purpose of electing a public printer. oe 

A bill to authorize the county clerk of Refugio county to 
transcribe certain records in his office; read second time, and, on 
. motion of Mr. Kinney, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the Trinity Turnpike company; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the commit- 
tee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of J. F. Ailes, 'deceased ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, laid on the table. __ 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the Senate proceeded to the Repre- 
sentative Hall, for the purpose of going into the election of pub- 
lic printer. 

IN JOINT SESSION. 

Roll called—quorum present. 

Nominations for public printer being in order, Mr. Davis nomi- 
nated Messrs. Cushney & Hampton. 

Mr. Grimes nominated Messrs. De Cordova & Co. 

Mr. Taylor was appointed teller on the part of the Senate. 

On calling the roll the vote stood as follows: 

For Messrs. Cushney & Hampton—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, 
Burks, Davis, Day, Duggan, Eddy, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Meuse- 
bach, Reaves, ‘Taylor, Truit and Wilson—15. 

For De Cordova & Co.: 

Messrs. Dancy, Gray, Grimes, Parker and Scott—5. 

. On the part of the House, Messrs. Cushney & Hampton re- 
ceived 48 votes; and Messrs. De Cordova & Co. received 12 
votes. £ 

Messrs. Cushney & Hampton, having received a majority of 
all the votes, was declared by the Speaker duly elected public 
printer for the State of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate returned to their chamber. 


Koll called—quorum present. 
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Resolution of the Senate authorizing and requiring the Secre- 
tary of the Senate to makc ont the claim of Edward Burleson, 
deceased, late a member of this body, for pay for services due 
said deceased up to the time of his death, and to draw the same 
from the Treasury and pay over to the widow of the deceased - 
and upon the affidavit of the Sergeant-at-arms of the House of 
Representatives, he shall allow in his receipt sixty dollars, part 
of the said pay, paid to said Sergeant at-arms, upon the request 
of Senator Burleson during his last illness, and paid over to him 
in presence of witnesses ; read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware Indian, with the 
report of the committee on Public Debt, offering amendments 
thereto, was read, and amendments adopted, and on motion 
of Mr. Dancy, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Bigelow, by leave, introduced a bill providing for the liqui- 
dation and payment of interest of the home Gebt of the late Re- 
public of Texas; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. 

; 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called!—quorum present. 

A bill to amend an act approved November 30, 1850, to amend 
the second and seventh sections of an act to organize the su- 
preme court of the State of Texas, approved 12th May, 1846; 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, laid on the table, together 
with the report of the committee thereon. 

A bill to incorporate the Corpus Christi Navigation company ; 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, laid on the table. 

A bill to indemnify the owners for the loss of slaves executed 
for capital offences ; read, and amendment offered by Mr. Bogart 
rejected, i . 

fr. Truit offered the following amendment: 

“ Provided the amount so to be paid to said owner be raised by 
taxation on negro population alone ;” rejected. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

“The jury in assessing the value of said slave, shall fix the 
value of such slave at what it would be, if offered in market 
with a full knowledge of the fact that he was convicted of a 
crime for which he is to suffer death, but with the permission to 
take him beyond the limits of the State ;” rejected. 

Mr. Hart moved a call of the Senate; carried; on motion, the 
call was suspended. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading by the following 
vote: © 
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Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Day, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Scott, Sterne and Wilson—1i2, 

Nays— Messts. Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Parser, Taylor and Truit—9. 

Ən motion of Mr. Merriman, the Senate adjourned until 18 
osciocx to-morrow morning. 


Trespay, January 6, 1552, 
The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant ts 
adiournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rem present. 
The journal of y esterday was read and adopted. 
z. Parxer made the following report: 
Senate Cuamber, January 6, 1852. 
othe Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of tue Senate: 

7 he committee on Claims and Accounts, to which was reter- 
red the petition of Jacob Snively, asking relief for surveying 
Toby Scrip, in 1849, would respecifully report that they find the 
account presented correct, and that there is justly due said Snive- 
x ihe som of fifty-four dollars. 

ìe cor a n that there vii an Ko me i to 
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ial for the Legisiatnte to make appropriations at each 
ession to cover the estimated amount of such claims 
oliowing years. In this case (1549,) the estimates, it 
ee hort of the requisi ite amonnt. The ee 
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e Senat e,` to cover this eae as weil as any other amount 
zt may then be found due for like purposes. 
Au of which is respectfully submitted. 
ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 
Air. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
which was referred a bill for the improvement of the navigable 
streams of the State of Texas; and a bill for removing obstruc- 
tions, and improving the navigation of the rivers of this State, 
reported a substitute for the same, and recommended its adoption 
and passage, 
Mr. Taylor made the following report: P 
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The committee on Private Land Claims have examined a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of George W. Crowls, deceased, and 
find no evidence accompanying the bill; but are disposed to 
award merit to the bill, from the fact that it has passed the scruti- 
ny of the committee of the other House. They, therefore, re- 
port it back for the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. Truit, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, to which was referred a bili to authorize the county 
ecurt of Limestone county to rent or lease the Springfield Bridge, 
reported the same back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Truit, from the same committee, reported back a bill to 

‘incorporate the Lake Creek, Bridge and Turnpike company, and 
recommended its passage, with the following amendment: 

Amend by inserting in Section third, line sixth, after “county,” 
the pees words: “ Provided, they shall obstruct no public 
read,” 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, to which was referred the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Jefferson county, reported a bill to create the county of 
Delta, which was read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to define the time of holding the 
courts in the twelfth judicial district ; read first time. 

Mr. Merriman introduced a bill to facilitate the operations of 
persons engaged in the United States coast -survey in the State 
of Texas, under proper restrictions ; read first time. 

Mr. Duggan introduced a bill to incorporate the Aransas and 
Goliad Road company; read first time. 

Mr. Hill made the following report : 

The joint committee to whom were referred that pari of the 
Governors annual message and his special message, transmitting 
the report of the Attorney-General and accompanying docu- 
ments which relate to the difficulties in Peters’ colony; and also 
the memorial of the trustees of the Texas Emigration and land 
company, who represent the interest acquired by the several 
contracts made with W. S. Peters and others, have given the 
subject the fallest consideration, and the nndersigned have been 
instructed to submit to both branches of the Legislature, the fol- 
owing report : ‘ 

The first law upon the subject was approved 4th February, 
1841, (Hartly’s Digest, Article 2005) the second on the 16th 
January, 1843, (ib. art. 2103.) The contracts bear date respect- 
ively the 30th August, 1841, Novermber 9th, 1841, the 26th 
July, 1842, and 20th January, 1843. 


The subsequent laws on the subject were passed at the third 
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session of the Legislature of the State of Texas, Vol. 3d, chapter 
51, part 1, page 51; part 2d, chapter 38, page 38 5 part 3d, chap- 
ter 16, page 16, Hartly’s Digest, article 2229, et seq. for the first 
law. 

Your committee do not feel called upon to express an opinion 
~as to the legal construction of these several acts and contracts, 
or of the legal and equitable rights of the contractors, the colo- 
nists, or the State, growing out of them. They refer to the re- 
port of the Attorney-General for the history of the litigation 
which is already involved, and which they are advised must ne- 
cossarily be protracted many years unless some amicable adjust- 
ient of the difficulties can be made, 

Tue facis and proofs ascertained from the office of the Secre- _ 
tary of State, and from the trustees and agent of the contractors, 
and from the special commissioner appointed under the act of 
1580, Col. Thos. Wm. Ward, are as follows : 

First. The several contracts hereinbefore referred to, a copy 
st which accompanies this report, marked (A ). 

secondly. In proof that the contractors had tally complied 
with every condition of their contracts, they submitted to the 
<‘vietest examination of your committee, the various books, 
cercitieates, papers, maps, plats, field notes of surveys, and other 
evidences. These are most systematically arranged and extend- 
ing tarough the several years of their colonial labors. The great 
uuuss of their evidence cannot be detailed in a report. The 
. prmeipie facts are as follows: 

First. As tothe number introduced during the colonial years 
1544 and 1545. These proois are: 


agent or agents of the contractors, to the effect, that previous to 
che ist day of July, 1541, there were introduced and settled 
~rthin the Limits of sald colony, 197 families, 184 single men, 
2 enlidren and 29 slaves, and that 305 cabins were built; also 
that the emigrants had 266 rifles, 35 muskets and shot guns, 2544 
puunds of powder and 566 pounds of lead ; that between the ist 
day July, 1544, and the Ist day of July, 1845, there were intro- 
duced and settled within said colony, 221 families, 221 single 
zuen and 609 children, and that 867 cabins were erected. 
These exhibits are accompanied by a certificate, to which are 
attached the original signatures of 400 emigrants, certifying 
that they, each individually igrated to the Republic'of Texas, 
and settled within said colony, between the first days of July, 
1844, and 1845; that they emigrated to said Republic and were 
introduced into said colony under the auspices and inducements 
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of the grantees of said colony, or their assigns; that they had 
each built a comfortable log cabin, had a good rifle, yauger or 
musket, and that they were bona fide settlers, and desired by a 
strict compliance on their part with the law in that behalf, made 
and provided, to secure all and singular the beneiits accruing 
from the same, which certificate is attested by the oaths of two 
witnesses. 

These various proofs were all filed in the State Department 
and certificates of the principle facts therein contained were fur- 
nished by the Secretary of State to the agents of the contractors, 
and were by them exhibited to your committee. 

These evidences of the fulfilment of the contracts for the years 
1844 and 1845, are further supported by corroborating testimo- 
ny. 

First. By a certiticate containing the original signatures of 
142 emigrants, to the same purport as the certificates of the 400 
colonists before referred to. 

Secondly. By seven certificates under the oaths of citizens of 
Texas, and containing togetherthe names of 400 persons, includ- 
ing all, or neariy all of the families and single men settled and 
returned as aforesaid, for the year 1844; and declaring under 
the oaths of the subscribing witnesses, that the persons whose 
names appear thereon had, under the auspices and inducements 
of the grantees of said colony, emigrated to the Republic of 
Texas, and were settled within the limits of said colony prior to 
the first Cay of July A. D. 1844. 

Thirdly. By other certificates made and authenticated in the 
znanner and orm required by the Government of Texas, which 
is particularly described in detail in the fourth contract, namely, 
viz: by certilicates made under oaths, and certified by seme 
person qualified by the laws of Texas to administer an oath. See 
copy of the contracts marked (A T) p. 13, line 7, et seq. 

These certificates are made by persons, citizens of the State of 
Texas, residing in said colony, and known to the officer certify- 
ingthereto, who, under oath declare, that they were enabled and 
qualified to make the same by actual observation, and having 
personally witnessed, seen and known the facts and matters 
and things therein set forth. By these certificates the families 
and single men whose names are returned to the Secretary of 
State as aforesaid, are again proven to have been introduced 
and settled in said.colomy, as in said returns set forth. 

Fourthly. By various books or schedules containing the names 
of the colonists, the discription of the land they settled upon, 
or claimed by virtue of their emigration to, and settlement 
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within said colony ; the number of their cabins, children, slaves, 
guns and ammunition, time of their settlement in the colony, 
and the name of the State or county from which they emigrated, 
are sworn to in the most positive manner, by persons who declare 
that they had witnessed, seen and known the facts stated by 
them, and had personally visited the residences of the colonists 
named in said schedules, which oaths are certified to by the 
proper authorities of Texas, stating that the affiants were well 
known to them. z 

Second. As to the number introduced since the first of July, 
1844, other than those returned to the Secretary of State. 


The proofs for the years 1846, 1847 and 1848, are in about 
seventy certificates and schedules of the same tenor and pur 
yurt as those last mentioned and described, all sworn to and sub- 
scribed by two witnesses and oficially certified by proper officers. 
These certificates and schedules show that for the year 1845, 
there were proven in addition to the number of emigrants 
returned to the Secretary of State, for that colonial year, 120 
families and 48 single men, 122 children and 61 slaves; the 
erection, of 117 cabins, and that the colonists had 361 guns and 
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57,250 rounds of ammunition. 

That for the colonial year ending July, 1846, there were set- 
tled in the colony, 415 families, 263 single men, 1,099 children 
and 66 slaves; that 564 cabins were built, and the settlers had 
293 guns and 62,355 rounds of amunition. 

That during the year ending Ist July, 1847, there were intr: - 
duced 228 families, 191 single men, 527 children and 34 siaves: 
and erected 267 cabins,and that the emigrants had 299 guns and 
28,159 rounds of amunition. a 

That during the year ending Ist July, 1848, at which time 
the contract expired, there were settled and introduced 280 
gamilies, 215 single men, 455 children and 16 slaves; and 
erected 447 cabins; and the emigrants had 382 guns and 35,480 
rounds of amunition. Thus making the whole number of emi- 
grants introduced and settled between the datys of the first cou- 
tract, and the first day of July, 1848, equal to 1,936 families. 

The Commissioner, Thomas Wm. Ward, appointed under tLe 
act of January, 1850, has proven that a number of families and 
single men equal to about 1,500, settled in the country as colo- 
nists, and were residing within the colony at the date of the 
Loree of this act. These, of course, were exclusive of all who 

been introduced into the colony and left it; and of all who 
had died and had no legal representatives residing in the coun- 
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try; and of a number who, as stated by Col. Ward, from vari- 
ous motives refused to make their proofs before him. 2 

By comparing the books of the special commissioner, with 
the books of the contractors, their appears to have been proven 
prior to tle first day of last April, by Col. Ward, 179 families 
and 180 single men, equal to 269 families not found upon the 
hooks of the contractors. Tf these families be added to the num- 
ber proven by the contractors themselves, it will appear that 
the contractors claim that there actually were introduced anid 
settled within the limits of Peters’ colony, between the fourth 
day of February, 1841, and the first day of July, 1848, no less. 
than 2,205 families. 

The annexed schedule will show that during the same time 
they had introduced 8,294 children and 206 slaves, and the co- 
lonists had 1,956 guns, 163,235 rounds of amunition, 2544 
pounds of powder and 566 pounds of lead. By this schedule 
is also shown, that during the time before specified, the cox- 
tractors claim to have introduced not less than eight thousand 
souls, a number little less than one fourteenth of the whole ps- 
oe Na of the State of Texas at the time these contracts termi- 
nated. 

Muitifarious and extensive as these proofs are, and embracing 
in their details, repetition and affidavits of many persons, fre- 
quently relating to but one colonist, it might be supposed that 
they were entangled together, and little better than a confused 
mass of facts and testimony, but this is not the case. By the 
arrangement which is introduced throughout this business, we 
are enabled to trace each and every colonist through the various 
kinds of proof which has been collected concerning him. In 
their books the names of the colonists are alphabetically ar- 
ranged; the land claimed or settled upon by the colonist is 
shown opposite his name, also the cabins he has built, the num- 
ber of his children, male and female, his slaves, guns and amu- 
nition, the time he settled in the colony and upon his section, 
the State he emigrated from, and the names of persons, whe 
in various certificates have testified to his introduction and set- 
tlement. To these are added, references to the various papers, 
&e., containing more particularly the proofs relating to the 
immigrants and their colonization. Indeed so perfect is the dis- 
position of every thing connected with this colonial evidence, 
that it seems the contractors have nothing to hide, but trust en- 
tirely and alone to a full and perfect expose of their affairs. 

Of the surveys, maps, plats, &c., we have made but a cursory 
examination, yet enough to show that the efforts have heen 
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made in sufficient time and quantity to settle the colonists as 
they were introduced. The surveys show to have been made 
upon the plan adopted by the United States in surveying her 
public lands, by forming ranges of townships, six miles square, 
and dividing them into 36 sections, 640 acres each. The field 
notes are made out in accordance with the same system, and all 
the estimates are expressed in them by both chains and varras. 
The maps show by their minute details evidences of great accu- 
racy in the feid and remarkable care and precision in the sur- 
vevors and assistants. 
fhe great expenses incurred by the contractors in carrying 
out their enterprize, may be imagined by examining their 
maps of surveys, and their many books of the corresponding field 
nutes, and were anything wanting to show their industry and 
rodigality of means, they might point to the vast array of tes- 
timony and proofs in their possession, and which in this report 
we have but feebiy described. 
itis but justice to say that in the examination of these cer- 
tifeates, books, pavers, maps, €c., €C., we were promptly met 
oy the agent of the contractors, Mr. Henry O. Hedgeoxe, and 
: ished by him with every document in his possession. 
ni ail the information we required relative to lis cdon busi- 
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ere. 
if there proois be deemed sufficient by the legislature to es- 


bish a fuiliiment on the part of the contractors and thgir 
assigns With the conditions of their contracts, which it is not tor 


vur cuumittes to decide, justice requires a performance oi 


‘he SLligetions imposed upon the State. A liberal compliance 
with the contracts and laws under the present circumstances, 
"o uA be attended with great difficulty and tedious litigation. 

The contracts, and the laws upon which they are based, con- 
texisto, that the contractors should receive a patent for a sec- 


“tun of land, for every family introduced and settled within the 
sny, t9 include the colonists’ improvements; ont of which, 
toy saoula convey to the colonists uot less than half a section 
amler the rst contvect, and a quarter of a section under the 
segind, and that the contractors should receive ten sections as 
vresiiums for every hundred families introduced. 

To any voluntary donation made by the State to the colonist, 
<£ a greater quantity of land than they were authorised to re- 
eeive by the terms of their immigration, the contractors have no 
sust right to complain, provided such grants do not interfere 
with what they claim as previously vested rights. But the act 
of Zist January, 1850, provides for giving these identical lands 


273 


io the colonists, and the amendatory acts only increase the 
amount of litigation which must grow out of these controver- 
sies. The contractors admit that the first class of immigrants 
to the number of 289 families have a claim on them for an en-. 
tire section each family, under the terms of thei immigration, 
but they promised no more than half asection to each family 
under the last eontract. 

As the act of 1850 expressly reserves the rights of the con- 
tractors, even should the injunction obtained by the trustees, 
and mentioned by the Attorney General in his report, be dis- 
solved, it is manifest that every colonist who should obtain his 

atent would be subject to harrassing litigation. 

Whether such patents would come within the decision of the 
Supreme Court in regard to Galveston Island, is a matter about 
which every member of the legislature can as well judge as 
your committee. Itis enough that the subject involves tedious 
and expensive law suits; that it leaves every man’s tenure with- 
in the limits of a large distriet of country unsettled, and that im- 
provements in this country are consequently retarded. Itis also 
certain that the colonists and the contractors are alike anxious 
for a compromise, and final adjustment of this matter; and 
every branch of the government which has spoken on the sub- 
tect has expressed a similar anxiety. 

The representatives of the contractors, although claiming a 
strict compliance on the part of the State, and insisting that 
they are entitled to the identical lands covenanted to be given 
them upon their giving proper assurances to observe their stip- 
ulations with the colonists, have, nevertheless, expressed a wiii- 
ingness to relinquish all claims in favor of the State and the 
ae and to receive in lien thereof an equivalent in other 
lands. 

‘The contracts stipulated for the survey by the contractors of 
the alternate sections, and the reservation thereof, for the use 
of the government. If these sections were at thistime vacant, 
the diliiculty of adjusting the matter would be lessened, as they 
might be taken by the contractors in lieu of those they may re- 
linquish. But the supplementary act of Gth September, 1850, 
( chap. 88, p. 38, ) declares, “that the certificates issued by the 
commissioner of Peters’ colony may be located on any vacant 
land within the limits of said colony, not otherwise appropri- 
ated, as other headright certificates are located. And the same 
laws relating thereto shall govern the surveyors and other offi- 
cers în the e of their official duties in relation to the 
surveying, recording and patenting thesame.” è? 
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Under the authority of this act, your committee are advised 
that many of the colonists have located, disregarding the reser- 
vation of the alternate sections, and the premium sections se- 
lected by the contractors, and disregarding the surveys of the 
contractors. 

To wholly avoid these difficulties, and remove all impedi- 
ments out of the way of the colonists, and the State; to finally 
obtain patents for the colonists, and secure them in the pence- 
able possession cf the lands they claim, and upon which they 
have made their homes, and to save them effectually from any 
further cullision with the contractors, is the wish and desire of 
your committee. To do this, it is necessary for the contractors 
to dismiss the suit against the commissioner of the General Land 
Oee, and dissolve that injunction, and generally to suspend 
their claims until the colonists have selected their lands, besides 
relinquishing to the colonists a large amount due and owing to 
said contractors from the colonists for surveying and otier ites. 

This must be atlended with great delay and expense to the 
contractors, and would leave them but the refuse lands in the 
colony, outor which to make their selections; and believing that 
the lands they will relinquish, and the debt they will release 
to the colonists will be of far greater value than the lands thev 
nust necessarily be forced to take in lien thereof, it is thought 
advisable to grant to them a larger quantity in acres than they 
would receive under strict fuliiiment of the contracts. The bill 
herewith reported provides for a compromise tending to these 
wiggecis. It has been submitted to the agent of the contractors, 
and the 2¢00 sections of land proposed npon the terms pre- 
scribed in the bill have been found satisfactory to them, pro- 
vided the bill without material alteration in its details, shall ob- 
tain the sanction of the legislature. After the most mature 
deliberation, your committee are unable to discover how else 
they could obtain the objects they desire. 

In the opinion of your committee, this is not entirely a ques- 
tion of fulfilment on the part of the contractors, desirable as 
it might be to ascertain how far their contracts have been ful- 
filled. Under all the circumstances of the case, this is in fact 
but a secondary consideration, for examine it as we may, the 
whole subject resolves itself into one point, and the gist of the 
enquiry is this: whether or not these colonists shall be relieved 
from the grevious embarrassment under which they are so un- 
fortunately placed? and whether they shall be quieted in their 
land titles, and secured in the peaceable possession of their 
homes and property? 
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The fulfilment of the contracts is a question which might cer- 
tainly be left to the tribunals of the country, but the expense 
and delay consequent upon such a course would be to these per- 
sons desastrous and ruinous in the extreme; the subject there- 
fore urges itself upon us as a measure of wise State policy, and 
one in which the principles of conciliation and compromise 
should freely enter. The colonists are miserably situated; they 
cannot improve their lands, nor sell them to advantage; ther 
are confined to a country they love, but dare not’ improve. 
The taxes are unpaid; their county treasuries are impoverished, 
and the State herself is in this respect no small sufferer. In 
short, an extensive and important district of rich and beautiful 
country, settled upon by a hardy, industrious and virtuots po- 
pulation, must inevitably languish for many vears under the 
baneful and withering influences of delayed litigation, unless 
relieved by some measure of adjustment and compromise. 

Under the impression that such a plan can be adopted as wili 
secure to these colonists all that they desire, and at the same 
time render to the State and the contractors equal justice, 

The undersigned, in compliance with the request of your com 
mittee, have drawn up the accompanying bill, for which they 
ask the favorable consideration of your Tonorable body. 

R. P. CRUMP, 
Chairman com. on the part of the House. 
G. W. HILL, 
- Chairman Com. on part of the Senate. 
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A bill to quiet the land titles within the limits of Peters’ colo- 
ny, and to provide for locating or surveying the lands, and issu- 
ing the certificates and patents to which the colonists and con- 
tractors are entitled ; read first time. 

Mr. Hart introduced a bill to restore to former owners, lands 
sold for taxes and purchased by the State; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Bridge and Turnpike 
company ; 

A bill to charter the Bastrop Academy ; 

A bill to incorporate the Attoyac Turnpike company ; and 

A bill to incorporate the Clarksville and Red River Turnpike 
company, were severally read a third timed and pasesd by a con- 
stitutional majority. 

A bill to permit Fitz William Bonner to practise law; read 
third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Day, Doane, 
hast ae Eddy, Hart, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and. 

rnit.—15. 

Ways—Messrs. Dancy, Grimes, Hill and Wilson.—4. 

A bill to locate permanently the county seat of Lavaca coun- 
ty; read third time and passed.° 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petition of Thomas P. Crosby; read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Grimes, laid on the table. 

Mr. Merriman, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Thomas P, Crosby ; réad first time. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petitions of Wesley Atkins, of William Bridges, of G. W. Knight 
and of Bartlett Sims, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Tayler, 
laid on the table. 

_ A message was received from the House. informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, which originated 
in the Senate, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Ignatius S. Johnson; and 

A bill to locate the seat of justice of Cass county; and also, 
that the House concurred in the amendment of the Senate to a 
bill for the relief of the settlers in the territory commonly known 
as Mercer’s colony ; also thatthe House had passed the following 
bills originating in that body, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel W. Cloud and Peter 
J. Bailey ; r 
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A bill for the relief of Joseph Bayless, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of Wiliam McFarlin ; 

A bill making an appropriation to complete the General Land 
Oifice : s 

A bil authorizing the issuing duplicate warrants ; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Centreville, in Leon county. 

A bill to indemnify the owners for the loss of slaves executed 
for capital offences; read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Sterfie, a call of the Senate was made. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote : 

Yeas—Hessrs. Bigeiow, Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, 
Gray, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Sectt, Sterne and 
Wilson,—14. 

Nays—wessrs. Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Parker, Taylor and Truit.—9, 
ii to amend an act to define the time of holding the distriet 
er the fifth jadicial district; read, and ordered to be en- 


commit 
was reed, amendments adopted, and, ocn motion of Mr. Taylor, 
“il iaid on tue tabie. 

Air. Eddy, by zava, introduced a bill to define the boundaries 
5: the counties of Jasper and Newton; read first time. 
The report of the committee on Public Debt, on a bil! for 
he relief of the persons taken prisoners by the Mexican army at 
he Mission of Refugio, in 1841; read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Day, a joint resolution fixing the time at 
wwhish the fourth session of the Legislature shail ‘adjourn, was 
taken from the table aad placed among the orders of the day. 

A bil to prescribe the time of holding the courts in the second 
indicial district of the State of Texas; read. 

fn motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill was amended by striking 
out the word “ January,” and inserting “ February,” in last sec- 
tion. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Interna] Improvements, re- 
ported back a bill to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad 
company, and recommended its passage. 
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A bill to define the time of holding the district courts in the 
‘tenth judicial district; read, and passed to third reading, 

A bill giving two weeks’ session to the district court of Mont- 
gomery county; read, and passed to third reading. 

- A bill concerning writs of ceritorari to justices’ courts, being a 
substitute of the House, together with the report of the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, offering amendments thereto, was read, 
amendments adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the vote just taken was reconsidered ; 
and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, the substitute was rejected. 

Messrs. Dancy, Bigelow and Bogart were appointed a com- 
mittee of conference on said biH. 

A bill for the relief of Luther T. M. Plummer, with the re- 
port of the committee on the Judiciary, offering an amendment, 
was read, amendment adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

Mr. Taylor moved to reconsider the vote which rejected the 
House’s substitute for a bill concerning writs of certiorari to 
justices’ courts. 

On motion of Mir. Bogart, the motion was laid on the table. 

A bill transferring an appropriation therein named, with the 
report of the committee on Finance, offering an amendment 
thereto, Was read, amendment adopted, and bill passed to third 
reading. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew J. Harrison ; read 
and passed to third reading. 

A hill to incorporate the town of Carthage, in Panola county ; 
read, and passed to third reading. 7 

A Lill supplementary to the act to establish the Galveston 
and Red River Railway Company, with the report of the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements, offering a substitute therefor, 
was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, made the special order of the day 
for Tuesday the 13th instant. 

A Dill supplementary to an act to amend the second and se- 
venth sections of an act to organize the Supreme Court of the 
State of Texas, approved 12th May, 1546, with the report of the 
committee on the Judiciary offering an amendment thereto, was 
read, amendment adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to anthorize the gale of the unsold and forfeited lots in 
the City of Austin and tract adjoining ; read and ordered to be 
engrossed. : 

A bill declaring the San Jacinto a navigable stream ; read. 
. Mr. Davis offered the following amendment; 


Insert section . “ The east forkof said San Jacinto is here- 
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by also declared to be a navigable stream from its junction with 
the principal stream up to the point where the direct road from 
Targleton’s Prairie to Honston crosses the same.” Adopted. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: _ 

Amend by adding after the word *same’ the following words: 
and Arroyo Colorado, five hundred yards above the head of 
that stream.” ejected. ; 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A. joint resolution instructing our Senaturs antl requesting 
“ar Representatives in Congress to use their influence in pro- 
zuring a mail route from Austin to Marshall; read. 

On mution of Mr. Dancy, the resolution was amended by add- 
‘ng the following words: also, a two-horse coach route from 
La Grange to Gonzales.” 

Bir. Reaves ohered the following amendment : 

Strike out all of the intermediate towns between “ Austin” 
ans] © Marshall” except “ Palestine.” 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the amendment was amended by stri- 
zine out * Palestine.” 

The amendment was then rejected. 

Mr. Tavior offered the following amendment: 

“And, also, a two-horse hack lne from Jefferson to Clarks 
ville, viz Daingerfield and Mount Pleasant.” Adopted. 

Air. Bigelow offered the following amendment: 

“And, also, a two-horse coach route from Brownsville, Came- 
son county, to Rio Grande City, in Starr county.” Adopted. 
_and joint resolution ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resoiution : 

feesoived, That the use of the Senate Chamber is tendered to 
*ne Citizens of Austin on the Sth of the present month, for the 
purpose of a collation to be given, in connection with a ball, in 

mor ot Hz-Lieutéuant-Governor J. A. Greer. 

Mr. Dancy introduced & joint resolution requesting the Pre- 
sident of the United States to demand of the Government ot 
pain the immediate release of Mr. Thrasher; read first time. 

A bill to iacorporate the city of San Antonio; read and pass- 
ed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Day, the Senate adjourned until ten o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 
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Wenpnespay, January 7, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
yum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 

Mr. Day, from the committee on Private Land Claims, to _ 
which was referred the petition of P. H. Pearson, reported a bill. ` 
for his relief, which was read first time. 

Mr. Taylor presented the petition of Coleman D, Smith; re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Taylor presented the petition of the trustees of Chapel 
Hl College ; referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Taylor, also, presented the petition of Gibson Myers and 
others, praying the privilege of establishing a toll bridge across 
White Oak creek; referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges 
and Ferries. 

Mr. Hart, from the committee on Public Lands, reported back 
for the consideration of the Senate, a bill for the relief of James 
Frazer, 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported back a bill for the relief of William Gnyman, 
deceased, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Davis made the following report : 

The committee on Internal Improvemeiits, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Solomon Wolfe, asking that a charter be 
granted to him to make a Tumpike Road at the crossing of 
the Neches river, on the San Antonio road, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report that Jesse 
Daren resides at the crossing of said river, and has a ferry boat, 
and that he has incurred considerable expense to enable him to 
cross travellers at all times over said stream, and the bottem of 
the same; and that the lands belong to him on one bank of the 
river, and he has the right of way upon the other bank; and it 
would be doing him great injustice to grant to the petitioner the 
privilege he asks. The committee have, therefore, instructed me 
to report the said petition back to the Senate, and recommend that 
no further action be taken upon the same. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, report- 
ed back a joint resolution for the relief of the company com- 
manded by Captain William Beclnell, in the year 1837, und re- 
commended its passage, with the following amendment : 


Amend by adding to the end of the first section: “ Provided, 
that the members of said company would have been entitled to 
v ; 
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the bounty land they ask for, by law, if their discharges had been 
countersigned by a field officer.” 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit : 

A bill supplementary to an act to amend the second and sev- 
enth sections of an act to organize the supreme conrt of the 
State of "Texas, approved May 12, 1846; 

A bill to amend an act to define the time of holding the dis- 
trict courts in the fifth judicial district ; and 

A bill to authorize the sale of the unsold and forfeited lots in 
the city of Austin and tract adjoining. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to require the counties of Kaufman, 
Van Zandt and Wood to pay a portion of the old debt of the 
county of Henderson ; read first time. 

Mr. Merriman introduced a biil to encourage the reporting of 
the decisions of the supreme court; read first time. 

Ar. ‘Fruit introduced a joint resolution for the benefit of 
Thomas William Ward; read first time. 

Mr. Day offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of purchasing a sufficient number of 
law books for the accommodation and use of the supreme court, 
and report by bill or otherwise. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution of the Senate, tendering to the citizens of 
Austin the use of the Senate chamber, on the Sth inst., was read 
and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill confirming the action of the 
Auditor and Comptroller, under the provisions of an act of the 
Legislature to provide for ascertaining; the debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas, &c.; also, a bill for the relief of the estate of 
Jabez Fitzgerald, deceased, with an amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill for the investigation and deter- 
mination of eleven league land claims in Robertson’s colony, 
and part of Burnet’s colony, was taken from the table and read. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill was amended by striking out 
after “ Robertson’s,” in first section, the following words: * colo- 
ny, and within the limits of that part of;” and after “colony,” 
in the next line, the words “ west of the Trinity river.” 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment : 


Strike out section 10, and insert in lieu thereof: “That in the 
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investigation -and determination of all matters which may come 
before any court, pursuant to the provisions of this act, such 
court shall be governed by the rules and principles of law and 
equity;” adopted. - ; 

Mr. Merriman offered ihe following amendment : 

«“ Provided, that this act shall extend to, and embrace all grants 
of land in the State for more than one league and labor, and 
shall not apply to any grant or grants, to establish which suits 
are now pending in any of the courts of this State, or the United 
States courts,” Adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Day, Doane, 
Gray, Grimes, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Truit and Wil- 
son—13. 

Nays— Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, Hart, Hill, 
Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and Williams—11, 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the bill was laid on the table. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to a 
bill for therelief of the estate.of Jabez Fitzgerald, deceased. 

A bill to prescribe the time of holding the courts in the second 
judicial district of the State of Texas; read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Davis, laid of the table. 

Mr. Eddy, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Sam 
Begart ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a 
Delaware Indian, was taken from the table and read. 

On motion of Mr, Hill, the bill was amended by striking out 
after the word “ children,” the following words: “and that said 
claim, when.so andited, be paid in like manner as other second 
class claims against the late Kepublic of Texas,” 

The biH was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The following bills were severally read third time and passed, 
to wit: 

A. bill to define the time of holding the district courts in the 

‘tenth judicial district ; 

A bill giving two weeks session to the district court of Mont- 
gomery county ; 

- A bill transferring an appropriation for the survey of land 
serip; 

rE for the relief of Luther T, M. Plummer ; 

A billfor the relief of Andrew J. Harrison ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Carthage, in Panola county ; 
and 

A bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to prescribe the time of hold- 
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ing the courts in the second judicial district of the State of Tex- 
as, was taken from the table and passed. 

Mr. Kinney, by leave, introduced a joint resolution requesting 
the Governor to solicit the President of the United States, to 
cause the limits of the eighth military department to be extended 
so as to embrace the entire State of Texas, &c.; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the rule was suspended, and reso- 
lution read second time. : 

Mr. Dancy moved to refer it to the commftttee on State Affairs ; 
lost. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’cloek 

» T i 2: 
i 3 O'CLOCK, P. M, 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present, 

Joint resolution requesting the Governor to solicit the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause the limits of the eighth mili- 
tary department to be so extended as to embrace the entire State 
of Texas, being under consideration when the Senate adjourned, 
was taken up and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Dancy, by leave, presented the petition of James Goocher i 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. i 

The following bills were severally read third time and passed, 
to wit: 

A bill supplementary to an act to amend the second and serv- 
enth sections of an act to organize the supreme court of the 
State of Texas, approved 12th May, 1846 

A bill to amend an act to define the time of holding the dis- 
trict courts for the fifth judicial district; and 

A bill to authorize the sale of the unsold and forfeited lots in 
the city of Austin and tract adjoining. 

A bill for the relief of the settlers residing near the eastern 


. boundary line of Texas, before the same was established, to- 


gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offer- 
ing amendments thereto, wasread. The first amendment offered 
by the committee was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the second amendment was amend- 
ed by inserting after the word “issued,” the following words: 
“or any county formed out of any territory of such county:” 

The amendment was then adopted. 


Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment to come in at the 
end of second section : “ Provided, that the costs in any case un- 
der this act shall not be adjudged agaiust any applicant who 
shall sustain his application;” adopted, and amendment as 
amended adopted. 


‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill for the relief of William H. Parker; read and passed to 
third reading by the following vote : i 

Yras—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, 
Hill, Merriman, Parker, Scott, Truit and Wilson—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Hart, Meusebach, Reaves 
and Taylor—7. 

A bill for the relief ef John B. Thacker; read; , 

Mr, Dancy moved to amend the bill by inserting after “ Thack- 
er," the words * Michael Short of Fayette county ;” adopted, 
and bill passed to third reading. 

Mr. Armstrong, by leave, introduced a billto create the county, 
and territory of Bellinto a separate land district; read first time 
_ A bill for the relief of Julia Buchanan; read, and passed to 
third reading. 

A bill to incorporate Galveston College; read, and passed to 
third reading. 

Joint resolution fixing the time at which the fourth session of 
of the Legislature shall adjourn ; read. 

Mr. Reaves offered the following as a substitute: 

Resolved, That with the consent of the Honse of Répresenta- 
tives, the present Legislature will adjourn sine die on Mohday, 
the second day of February, A. D. 1852. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the resolution was amended by 
striking out “second day of February ;” and, on motion ef Mr. 
Bigelow, the resolution was lajd on the table. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petition of Jacob Snively, was read and adopted. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad company ; 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, made the order of the day for 
Tnesday, 18th January. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Limestone county to 
rent or lease the Springfield Bridge ; read and ordered to be en- 

rossed, 

A bill to incorporate the Lake Creek Bridge and Turnpike 
company, together with the report of the committee on Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries, offering an amendment thereto, was read, 
amendment adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Rusk, David Rusk and James 
H. Starr; read. 

Mr. Sterne offered as a substitute for the bill, a bill for the re- 
lief of José Maria Mora, his legal heirs or assigns; read and 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, 
Doane, Eddy, Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Reaves, Sterne and ‘Truit—15. 
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Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Hart, Seott, Taylor 
aud Wilson—7. 

A bill for the relief of William H. Kennedy ; read, | 

Mr. Parker offered as a substitute, a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam H. Kennedy and David Ayers; rejected. 

The question was then taken on the engrossment of the bili, 
and lost, 

A bill to set apart ten leagues of land for Indian purposes; 
read, and, on motion of Hill, made the special order for Monday 
next, the 12th inst. f 

The following communication was received and read: 

Avstin, January 7, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, , 
President of the Senate: 

Str :—Ii herewith transmit through you to the Senate, copies 
of the official report of the fall of Bexar, and surrender of Gen. 
Cos. . 

These copies were prinfed at the instance of the late lamented >» 
General Burleson, for the purpose of distribution among the 
members of the present Senate; and in transmitting them T am 
only fulfilling the wishes of the heroic leader in that gallant ae- 
tion, expressed to me during his last illness. 

This small memento of one whose loss is deeply lamented by 
all, will be properly appreciated by Senators; and I am highly 
gratified in thus complying with a simple request as a slight 
tribute to departed worth. a 

- Your obedient servant, 
N. ©. RAY MOND. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until Friday 
morning 10 o’clock., : 


F'ripay, January 9, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pro tem. 
pursuant to adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll 
called—quorum present, 

The journal of Wednesday was read and adopted. 

Mr, Scott presented the petition of Silas M. Grace; referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill amending the estray laws; read 
first time, _ 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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SATURDAY, January 10, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant ta 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—rol] called—qno- 
ram present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of Naney Berryman; refer- 
red to the committee on Private Land Claims, : 

A message was received from the Honse, informing the Senate 
that the House concurred in the amendments of the Senate to 
the following bills, to wit: 

A bill to indemnify the owners for the loss of slaves execnted 
for capital offences ; 

A bill to incorporate the Sulphur Fork Bridge and Turnpike 
company ; 

A bill to incorporate the Clarksville and Red River Turnpike 
company ; aud 

A bill to re-incorporate the town of Huntsville, 

Also, that the House had passed a bill to incorporate Bastrop 
Educational Society. 

Mr, Bigelow made the following report: 

The select joint committee to whom was referred the report 
of William B. Bourland and James B. Miller, commissioners un- 
der the act of the Honorable Legislature, approved 8th Febra- 
ary, 1850, entitled an act to provide for the investigation of 
land titles in certain counties therein mentioned,” beg leave 
to submit the following report: 

They have been assiduously engaged up to the present time 
in a careful examination of the report of said Commissioners, 
together with the original title papers, or their copies; also the 
ee and evidence accompanying the respective - claims.— 

ese claims appear to be of various kinds, a succinetstatement 
of the nature of which will herein be made. The committee 
would remark at the outset that the Commissioners do not ap- 
pear to have always held their sessions together, nor always at 
the time prescribed by law, but they do not deem this depar- 
ture from the law as important so far as the facts are concern- 
ed, as all the testimony in each case was taken before one or 
other Commissioner, and strictly examined by your committee. 
All of the lands presented, are situated in that region, which, 
under the government of Spain, was called the “colony of New 
Santander.” This subsequently fell into the State of Tamauli- 
pas, and still more recently that part which falls east of the Rio 
Grande, became a part of the State of Texas. The most an- 
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cient titles which have come under our consideration are the 
« porcion ” grants. Several years prior to the year 1767, the 
colony of New Santander had been planted. At that time, the 
Viceroy then governing New Spain, sent to the colony two 
Commissioners with powers to divide the same into convenient 
districts or jurisdictions, to assign them limits and bounds, to 
cause the lands to besurveyed and apportioned, to adjudicate 
to each settler his porcion or headright, and generally to organ- 
ize said towns and jurisdictions. In the same year the Gommis- 
sioners carried their powers into effect, causing the different 
towns to elect, among other officers, two surveyors to act in 
conjunction with two others appointed on part of the Crown; . 
and these surveyors according to instructions, immediately pro- 
ceeded to survey as many porcions as there were colonists en- 
titled"to headrights. The porciones have a narrow front upon 
some water course and run back for quantity. They contain 
one league and a fraction. Upon the return of the field notes, 
an adjudication or assignment was made to each colonist of his 
particular porcion, and a decree tothat effect entered upon re- 
cord. A copy ofthe proceedings thus far was sent tothe Vice- 
roy for his approval, and inthe following year (1768) he ap- 
proved the same. Each colonist was then put in judicial pos- 
session of his porcion, and a decree to that effect entered upon 
record. WNotitleseems ever to have been issued or deemed 
necessary by the Spanish or Mexican Governmets or the par- 
ties. These porcions lie contiguous upon the Rio Grande and 
appear generally to be well populated. 

Of another class of titles, are those issued by Spain upon the 
application of the party. These are situated back of, and on 
the Rio Grande. sometimes embracing a few leagues and some- 
times many. The largest claim under consideration amounted 
to one hundred and six and one half leagues. The mode of ac- 
quiring this kind of title was in the first place by application or 
denouncement, whereupon the land was ordered to be and was 
inspected as to quality, surveyed, appraised and sold at public 
auction, and having regularly passed through the appropriate 
departments of the colony, and also of the Intendency of San 
Louis Potosi, and declared in due form, The Intendent of 
that province would issuea title to the applicant, and also a 
commission to some person in authority to put him in judicial 
possession of the same. This act of possession made the title 
perfect, excepi as to subsequent conditions. Many titles were 
so perfected, but others had not advanced to that state at the 
time of the overthrow of the dominion vf Spain. Some ofthese, 
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however, were confirmed by the State of Tamaulipa, and others 
re-applied for under the new government. The third class of 
titles coming under our notice, are those issued by the State of 
Tamaulipas. The form and manner of proceeding to get these 
out, is similar to that of the foregoing class. The ownership of 
the soil had passed from the Grown to the State, the Governor 
issued the titles, and the Alcalde of that jurisdiction wherein 
the tract lay was invariably commissioned to put the party in 
judicial possession. These, like the preceding, were at the 
breaking out of the Texan revolution, some completed and some 
not. The second day of March, 1836, found some of them 
passed through every formula but the last of possession, while 
others were but begun. It is true that the parties carried their 
titles through the regular process in Tamaulipas. 

The committee has endeavored in the foregoing, to make a 
concise statement and classification of all the various kinds of 
titles bronght under its consideration. It will be perceived 
that these titles may be formed into two grand divisions, the 
perfect and the imperfect. And the imperfect class may be 
again into the perfectable and those not so. By perfectable, it 
is to be understood those “which would have been perfected 
undee the laws, usages and customs of the government under 
which they originated, had its sovereignty over the same not 
Hage to and been vested in the Republic of Texas.” In ma- 

ing their report, the Committee have been compelled to 
decide for themselyes the following questions: Was there an 
original grant or title founded in good faith? Was it perfect, 
and if so, were its conditions subsequently complied with ?— 
If imperfect, was it perfectable? Has the party claiming, con- 
tinued to possess the same, except when forced to abandon for 
good cause? (Such as incursion of Indians, etc.) Did the ap- 
plicant rote fixed improvements, such as houses or jacals, fen- 
ces, etc. ¢ 

Some cases came before the committee upon which they 
could not decide affirmatively, according to the rules as laid 
dowu, these, the committee have passed over, not wishing to 
prejudice the right of any citizen before the courts of the coun- 
try. 
There are, also, other cases which were presented npon the 
merits of the title alone. Without any testimony, they appear 
tobe genuine grants; but as they not did comply with the requisi- 
tions as laid down by the committee or the law, they too are 
passed without any expressionof opinion. But where the com- 
mittecéhave been able to decide each of these questions affirma- 
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tively, they have reported the claim favorably. Therefore, 
bearing in mind, the law of the 8th of February, 1850, consti- 
tuting said board; endeavoring to carry it into effect in letter and - 
spirit: believing, moreover, that the State will be doing sheer 
justice to thousands of her citizens, around whom, heretofore, 
she has been unable to cast the arm of protection, we report 
the accompanying bill to confirm certain titles therein set forth, 
and urgently recommend its passage. 


Com. on part of Senate. Com. on part of House. 
W. T. SCOTT, ROBT. S. NEIGHBORS, 
ISRAEL B. BIGELOW. H. P. BEE, 
E. R. HORD, 


THOS. HARRISON, 
WM. C. EDWARDS, 
GUY M. BRYAN. 


A bill to relinquish the right of the State to certain lands 
therein named ; read first time. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill for the relief of James Goacher, 
sen’r, deceased ; read first time. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill supplementary to an act to incor- 
porate the Texas Monumental Association ; read first time. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill providing for the translation of in- 
struments of writing in foreign languages. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the petitions of William Ford and ot 
the heirs of James W. Taylor, were taken from the table and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the relief of William H. Parker; read, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Gray, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, a bill to incorporate the Corpus 
Christi Navigation company, was taken from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. 


A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill ta prevent locations jn Milam’s 
colony, in which all rules were suspended. "df 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills,’ 
reported the following bills and joint resolutions as correctly en- 
grossed, to wit: 

A bill providing a mode of establishing certain land certificates 
conditionally recommended for patent ; i 

À bill for the relief of José Maria Mora, his heirs or assigns ; 
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À bill to incorporate the Lake Creek Bridge and Turnpike 
company 3 

A bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware Indian ; 

A bill declaring the San Jacinto river a navigable stream ; ; 

A bill authorizing the county court of Limestone county to. 
rent or lease the Springfield Bridge ; 

A joint resolution’ requesting the Governor to solicit the Presi- 
dent of the United States, &c. ; 

And a joint resolution instructing our Senators and request- 
ing our Representatives in Congress to use their influence in 
procuring a mail route from Austin to Marshall and other points 
therein named. 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, a bill to prevent locations in Milam’s 
colony was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 

. second time, and passed to third reading | and, 

On motion of Mr, Dancy, the rule was farther suspended, and 
bill read third time and passed. 

The following bills and joint resolutions were severally read 
third time and passed, to wit: 

- A bill for the relief of John B. Thacker and afichael Short; 

A bill for the relief of Julia Buchanan; 

A bill to authorize the county court of Limestone county to 
rent or lease the Springfield Bridge ; 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, to use their influence in procuring 
a mail route from Austin to Marshall and other points therein 
named ; 

A joint resolution requesting the Governor to solicit the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause the limits of the eighth milita- 
ry department to be so extended as to embrace the entire State of 
Texas ; 

~ A bill declaring the San Jacinto river a navigable stream ; 

A bill for the relief of Jim Shaw, a Delaware Indian: 

A bill for the relicf of José Maria Mora, his legal heirs or as- 
signs; and 

A bill providing a mode of establishing certain land certificates 
conditionally reccommended for patent. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the committee on Printing wus in- 
structed to procure the printing of two hundred copies of the 
report and accompanying bill of the joint committee to whom 
was referred the report of the commissioners, Bourland and 
Miller, upon the land titles west of the Nueces river. 


Mr. Eddy moved that the eommittee on Printing bo instructed 
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to contract for ten additional copies of the tri-weekly State Ga- 
zette, for the use of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the motion was amended by striking 
out “ten,” and inserting “five of the Gazette and five of the 
South-Western American.” 

The motion as amended was lost by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Eddy, Gray, 
Meusebach, Truit and Wilson—9. 

Navs-—Messrs, Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scott and Taylor—11. 

A bill to incorporate the Lake Creek Bridge and Turnpike 
company; and 

A bill to incorporate Galveston College, were severally read © 
third time and paesed by a constitutional majority. 

Mr. Kinney, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the city 
of Corpus Christi; read first time. 

_ The following bills from the House were severally read first 
time, to wit: 
P : bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel W. Cloud and Peter 
. Bailey. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Bayless, deceased ; 

A Dill anthorizing the issuing duplicate land warrants ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs atlaw of William Wilkinson, 
decéased ; 

A bill for the relief of William McFarlin ; 

. A bill for the relief of William Welch of Limestone county ; 

A bill for the relief of Martha C. Lee; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph H. Wood ; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hubert ; 

A bill relinquishing to the counties, the State tax for the years - 
1852 and 1853; 

A bill making an appropriation to complete the General Land 
Office ; 

A bill granting relief to pre-empzionists, &c. ; 

A bill to incorporate the Clarksville and Mount Pleasant Turn- 
pike company. 

A bill to incorporate Bastrop Educational- Society. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Mount Vernon in ‘Titus 
county; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Centrevillein Leon county. 

The resolution of the Senate requesting the committe on Fi- 
nance to inquire into the necessity of the passage of a general 
appropriation bill at this session ; read and adopted. 


The resolution of the Senate requesting the committee on the 
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Judiciary to examine into the propriety of fixing some uniform 
rate to be charged by commissioners for taking depositions, &e, ; 
read and adopted. 

The resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of purchasing a suff- 
cient number of law books for the use of the supreme court, &e.; 
read and adopted. ~ 

A bill to allow sheriffs to charge mileage for serving ahd re- 
turning process in civil cases; read second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the committee on Finance. 

e A bill to define the time of holding the district courts of the 
third and ninth judicial districts; read second time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Parker, the bill was amended by striking out all that 
relates to T'rinity county; and, on motion of Mr. Parker, laid on 
the table. p 

A bill to amend the charter of the town of Goliad; Tead see- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. Duggan, referred to the eom- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to change the names of Antoinette Scott and Sidney 
Way; read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Central Railroad company ; 
read second time, and made the order.of the day for Tuesday, 

the 13th inst. l 
` On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. ` 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay Joab B. Harrell, sheriff 
of Williamson county, for taking a convict to the Penitentiary ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

A bill to authorize John Nelson, Andrew Stapp, Leroy Clem- 
ent and such other persons as they may choose, to construct a 
bridge across the east fork of Trinity river, &c,; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, referred to the committee on 
Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill providing for the payment of sheriffs for attendance on 
the supreme court; read second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 


A bill to incorporate the Goliad Bridge company; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on 
Internal Improvements. 


A bill to extend the provisions of an act to provide for ascer- 
taining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 
20, 1848; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Reaves, re- 
ferred to the committee on Public Debt. 
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A bill to amend the seventh section of an act concerning crimes 
and punishments, approved March 20, 1848; read second time, 
atid, on motion of Mr. Reaves, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to donate a league of land to the widow and heits of 
Major William S. Henry, deceased; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the committee on State Affairs, 

-A bill to amend an act approved January 28, 1850, concefning 
the incorporation of the city of Nacogdoches; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Reaves, referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

A bill-to provide or the publication of an abstract of land 
titles; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Eddy, referred 
tothe committee on State Affairs. 

A bill amending the estray laws; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to incorporate the Aransas and Goliad Road company ; 
read second time, and. on motion of Mr. Gray, referred to the 
committee on Internarl Improvements. 

A bill to facilitate the operations of persons engaged in the 
United States coast snrvey in the State of Texas, under proper 
restrictions , read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, 
referred to the Zommittee on the Judi viary. 

A bill to restore to former owners, lands sold for taxes, and’ 
purchased by the State; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Hart, referred to the committee on Finanee. 

A bill to quiet the land titles witnin the limits pf Peters’ colo- 
ny; and to provide for locating or surveying the lands and is- 
suing the certificates and patents to which the colonists and con- 
tractors are entit'ed; read second time. and, on motion of Mr. 
Bogart, made the special order of the day for Thursday, the 15th 
instant; and one hnndred copies was ordered to be printed. 

A bill to create the county of Delta; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Counties 
and County Boundaries, 

A bill for the relief of Sam Bogart; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill to encourage the reporting of the decisions of the su- 
preme court; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the benefit of Thomas William Ward; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 
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A bill to define the boundaries between the counties of Jasper 
and Newton; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Eddy, 
referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Eddy, Davis, Burks, Meusebach and Trnit were ap- 
pointed said committee. | 

A bill to define the time of holding the district courts in the 
twelfth judicial district; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Bigelow, referred to the committee on Judicial Districts. 

A joint resolution requesting the President of the United 
States to demand of the government of Spain the immediate re- 
lease of Mr. Thrasher; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Grimes, referred to the committee on State Affairs, 

A joint resolution providing for the removal! of the remains of 
the late Stephen F. Austin, for interment in the State burial 
ground at the city of Austin ; 

A bill to require the counties of Kaufman, Van Zandt and 
Wood, to pay a portion of the old debt of Henderson county. 

A bill for the relief of P. H. Pearson; and 

A bill for the relief of Fredric Foy, were severally read a sec- 
ond time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the Honse had passed a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Stephen Prather, decceased ; and a bill requiring the commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to issue patents for four leagues 
of the school lands of Washington county; and were severally 
read first time. 

The report of the committee on Education, on the petition of 
the President, Trustees, and the Executive committee of the 
Austin and Rutersville colleges, and the Trustees of the Guada- 
lupe High School, was read and adopted. 

A bill defining the boundaries of the Cooke county land dis- 
trict; and 

A bill granting and secnring six hundred and forty aeres of 
land to the hears of George W. Crowis, deceased, were severally 
read seeond time, and Jaid on the table. l 

The report of the committee on Internal Improvements, on the 
petition of Solomon Wolfe, recommending that no action be 
had on it, was read and adopted. 

The following bills were severally read second time, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, to wit: _ 

A bill to create the sixth Military Division ; 

A bill for the relief of James Frazer ; 

— A bill for the relief of James Mc Williams ; 
A bill for the relief of William Guyman, deceased ; 
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Afldlauppemcntyy taan act to regulate the pay of volun. 
deers inthe acrvice ot ‘Poxas, in the year US 24, approved Decem 
Ler 3, 1550: 

A bill for the re kf af Jackson G. Walker; and 

A tall tor the relef of Thomas P. Crosby. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the company of Rangers 
e:mmanded by Captain William Beelnell, in the year 1837, 
together with the report of the committee on State Affairs, offer- 
ing an amendment thereto, was read, amendment adopted, and 
bill passed. 

A bill providing for the liquidation and payment of interest 
upon the home debt of the late Repnblic of Texas; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the committee 
on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill for the relief of James 
Pratt Plummer, was taken from the table and placed among the 
orders of the day for Monday next. 

The report of the committee on Internal Improvements on 
bills making appropriations for the improvement of the rivers, 
read and laid on the table. 

A bill to confirm the titles to land issued to colonists in Milam’s 
colony ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, laid 
on the table. l 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
Monday morning. 
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Monpay, January 12, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursnant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present, 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Figance, to which 
were referred a bill to provide for the levying of a road tax for 
the county of Montgomery ; a bill providing for the payment of 
sheriffs for attendance upon the supreme court; and a bill for 
the relief of Christopher Troutz; reported the same back to the 
Senate, and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Grimes, from the same committee, reported back a bill to 
restore to former owners, lands sold for taxes and purchased by 
the State, and recommended its passage, with the following 
amendment : 


Insection 1, line four, insert, “where the State is the purchaser.” 
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Mr Gunes, aka, reported haek a hil O allow sheriffs to 
charze mileage for serving and retarning process in civil esses, 
and recommended its passage, with the following amendment: 

In section 1, line seven, alter “be,” insert “charged from the 
seat of justice of his county to the place where the process shall 
be served, which place shall be noted by the sheriff in his return 
of service, and.” 

Mr. Davis, chairman, of the committee on State Affairs, re- 
ported back to the Senate, a bi!] amending the estray laws, and 
recommended its passage, _ l . 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, reported back to the Sen- 
ate, a bill to provide for the publication of an abstract of land 
_ titles, and recommended its passage, with the following amend- 

ment: 
Amend by inserting “section 3. That nothing.in this act shall 
be so construed as to give validity to any claims published in 
said abstract that are void, invalid or incomplete.” 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, re- 
ported back to the Senate, a bill to incorporate the Goliad Bridge 
company, and recommended its passage. - 

Mr, Truit, chairman of the committee on Reads, Bridges and 
Ferries, to which were referred a bill to authorize John Nelson, 
Andrew Stapp, Leroy Clements and others, to construct a bridge 
across the east fork of the Trinity river, &c.; and a bill to m- 
corporate the Trinity Turnpike company, reported the sam 
back to the Senate, and recommended their passage. a 

Mr. Eddy, chairman of the seleet committee, to whieh was re- 
ferred a bill to define the boundaries between the counties of 
Jasper and Newton, reported the same back, and recommended 
its passage. . . 

Mr. Reaves, from the committee on Education, reported back 
to the Senate, a bill to define the time of holding the district 
courts in the twelfth judicial district, and recommended its pas- 
sage, with the following amendment : l 

In last line, at bottom of first section, strike out “five,” and , 
insert “ four.” 

Mr. Eddy made the following report : 4 

Theselect committee, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
Senate, instructing said committee to take into consideration. the 
propriety af proposing to the people of the State, the amendment 
of the third section of the tenth article of the constitution, so as 
to place the sehool lands under the control of the Legislature. 
in the discharge of the duty assigned to said committee, and the 
mportance that the subject demands, of procuring the means and 
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providing for the education of the children ef onr State at as 
early a period as possible, that the darkness that has so long sur- 
rounded the children of our State on the subject of education, is 
slowly but surely emerging from the darkness of the past into 
the twilight of a glorious future. K N 

The committee have instructed me to réport a bill proposing 
said amendment to the constitution, and recommend, with due’ 
consideration, its passage. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A joint resolution proposing to aniend. the third section of the 
10th article of the constitution ; read first time. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit : 

A bill supplementary tó an act entitled an act to regulate the 
pay of volunteers in the service of Texas, in the year 1842, ap- 
proved December 3, 1850; s 

A bill for the relief of William Guyman, a deceased soldier ; 

A bill for the relief of James Frazer; 
ge bill changing the names of Antoinette Scott and Sidney 

ay; 

Ain for the relief of Thomas P. Crosby ; 

A bill for the relief of Jackson G. Walker ; 

A bill to create the sixth Military Division ; and 

A bill for the relief of James McWilliams. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, have examined the 
petition of Thomas P. Smith and others ; and find from the evi- 
dences that Maj. William H. Smith was wounded in the battle 
of San Jacinto, which wound disabled him for the remainder of 
his life, 

The petitioners pray for a league of land as heirs of said 
Smith ; and as your committee believe he was entitled under the 
law granting lands to disabled soldiers, to the amount of land 
prayed for, they have instructed me to report the accompanying 
bill for the relief of the heirs of William H. Smith, dec’d, and 
recommend its passage. 


Ali of which is submitted. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Major William H. Smith; 
read first time. 

Mr. Duggan introduced a bill to declare the Town Book of 
the town of Seguin in Guadalupe county, a book of record ; 
read first time ; 
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Mr. Bigelow presented the petition of John Conner, a Dela- 
ware chief; referred to the committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. Meusebach presented the memorial of L. Bené, Trustee 
of the German Emigration company ; read, and referred to the 
joint committee on the tenure of lands in Peters’ colony. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, a bill to amend an act providing 
for the transfer of records of administrators to new counties, 
passed May 13, 1846, was taken from the table arid placed among 
the orders of the day, : 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
James Goacher, senior, deceased, was taken up, read second time, 
and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill to require the counties of Kauf- 
man, Van Zandt and Wood to pay a portion of the old debt of 
Henderson county, was taken from the table, and referred, to- 
gether with the petition of sundry citizens of Henderson county, 
to the committee on Counties and County Bonndaries. i 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill for the relief of Charles Che- 
vallier, assignee of Napo.eon Devaltz, was taken from the table 
and placed among the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY, 


eng to set apart ten leagues of land for Indian purposes ; 
read. 

Mr. Meusebach offered the followihg amendment, to come in 
at the end of fourth section ; 

* Provided, That the location on the waters of the Colorado 
shall not be made within the limits of the colony of the German 
pion company, assignees of Fisher and Miller’s grant; 
adopted. 

Mr. Hill presented the following communication, which was 
read. 

Forr Granam, Texas, ?} 
January 3, 1852. § 

My ‘Dzar Sır: I have delayed until this moment, making 
the communication relative to the Indian tribes on the Upper 
Brazos, which I promised you, for the reason that I wished first 
to ascertain, with some degree of certainty, the wishes of the 
principal chief, Jose Maria; and then again, I delayed still fur- 
ther, in hopes of being able to base any suggestions I might 
venture to make, upon the policy of the new commander of. the 
Department. Having been disappointed in the latter expecta- 
tion, and receiving little more than the expression of negative 
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desires from José Maria, viz: that he could not live contentedly 
above the mouth of the Clear Fork, I am constrained to submit 
to you such crude ideas as my limited experience and friendly 
disposition may suggest. 

The tribes inhabiting the Upper Brazos permanently, exclusive 
of the Tonkahua’s, are six in number, viz: The Anadapco’s, 
Jose Maria being the principal chief, numbering, say 250, have 
their village, and cultivate corn on the west bank of the Brazos, 
on the upper edge of the * Upper Cross Timbers,” nine miles 
above the “ Palo Pinto.” 

The Toni’s, Tiow-y-ash being the principal chief, numbering, - 
say 200, have their village, and make corn on the east bank of 
the Brazos, immediately opposite Jose Maria’s village. 

‘The Caddo’s, Ha-de-bah being the principal chief, numbering, 
say 200, have their village, and make corn on the west bank of 
the Brazos, about twenty-five miles above Jose Maria’s village. 

. The Keeehi’s, Cha-che-ruck being the principal chief, number- 
ing say, 280, have their village, and make corn on the east bank 
of the Brazos, immediately opposite the Caddo village. 

The T'a-wa-co-nie’s, O-che-das being the principal chiefnum- 
bering, say 200, have their village, and make corn on the east 
bank of the Brazos, six or eight miles above the Keechi village. 

The Waco’s, A-ca-quash being the principal chief, numbering, 
say 200, have their village, aud make corn contiguous to the 
"T'a-wa-conie’s. 

‘The three tribes first named seem to fraternise, and to have in- 
termarried, to the extent almost, as to have become merged, ex- 
cept among themselves, in the general designation of Caddo, and 
a recognize the general influence and control of one chief, Jose 

aria. 

‘Fhe same remarks apply to the three tribes last named, 
coming under the general designation of Waco’s, and acknowl- 
edging the influence and control of one chief, A-ca-quash, 

Having visited these tribes in their villages, upon several oc- 
casions, in the early spring and during the summer, and witnessed 
their efforts to make an honest living by cultivating the soil, a few 
remarks under this head may serve to disabuse the public mind, 
and remove the early and long standing prejudices of those who 
have suffered from depredations committed years ago. 

Hach one of these tribes cultivates, in small contiguous patch- 
es, about one hundred aeres of land, raising corn, pumpkins, 
beans and melons. With infinite toil and patience, the sod is cut 
up and removed, with such rude implements as have been picked 
up in the settlements. This is done by the women, whilst the 
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men are either lounging lazily in their wigwams, or perhaps 
making a vain endeavor to relieve the hunger of the hour in the 
uncertain chase, , 

At the earliest dawn, as I wandered through the “ patches” 
pertaining to the various wigwams, toil and industry, hunger 
and despair—rather anamolous concomitants, were encountered 
at every turn. It was indeed a pitiable sight to meet an occa- 
sional object of greater compassion than the rest, in some super- 
annuated old woman, who, as I approached, would drop her hoe, 
and by the unmistakeable sawing motion with her hand across 
her stomach, manifest the cravings of hunger, whilst the rich 
corn, teeming at her feet, promised. a plentiful but tardy harvest. 

I visited the wigwams, inspected several minutely. No plenti- 
ful store of provisions was there to cheer the honrs of rest, and 
brace the body for the next day’s toil; all was joyless and deso- 
late—the very dogs had lost the energy to dispute my intrusion. 

Such, my dear sir, is an underdrawn picture of the Indian 
villages in the early spring. Yet how often do we hear them 
taxed with being a “lazy beggarly set,” unworthy our sympathy 
or concern—that they are not to be trusted—that the best of 
them would shoot you down for your horse, &c. I know of no 
people whom I would sooner trust with my life and property. 

I have upon several occasions left in their charge sick men 
and horses, and have invariably found them faithful, and proud 
of the confidence 1eposed in them. i 

But let us return to them two months later—how changed the 
scene! Here we have cheerfulness and contentment upon every 
hand; and independence typified in the smiling countenance of 
each little urchin, as he struts along, brandishing a half con- 
sumed roasting-ear; and how the tables are turned with respect 
to ourselves; upon the first occasion we eked out to them the 
pittance we could spare, of meat and bread, from our rations; 
now, they laid at our feet, unsolicited, the tribute, in corn and 
melons, of grateful hearts. ; 

But I fear Lam growing tiresome; my deep sympathy for these} 
people has made me dwell upon this subject longer than I con- 
templated—my apology, however, must be in my earnest desire 
to see their condition ameliorated; and this can only be dohe by 
awaking the sympathies of the indifferent, and removing the 
prejudices of those who have imbibed them in the early years of 
the Republic, l 

I. have been informed that a bill has already been introduced 
by yourself and Major Neighbors, granting certain lands te these 
tribes, The United States having jurisdiction, I would respect- 
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fully suggest that six leagues be donated, to be located by a joint 
commission, composed of an agent of the State, the Indian Agent 
for this district, and an officer of the army, to be designated by 
the commanding General of the Department. 'The main, ques- 
tion, it appears to me, would be whether the location should be 
in one body, or in separate leagues, to cover, for instance, each 
one of their villages. Atallevents, I think it of great importance 
that the location should not be fired by the law. 

„I have not mentioned the Tonkahuas in the above enumeration 
of tribes, for the reason that they have hitherto made no attempt 
at local habitation, or the culture of the soil. An impression 
prevails, too, and I am disposed to credit it, that they are 
cannibals. Ihave repeatedly taxed their chiefs with it, but the 
accusation has been as often denied. I have had a talk with 
them recently. ‘They say, they have always refused to work and 
make corn; but hereafter, if land is pointed out to them, they 
are willing to try. This feeling, I think, should be encouraged. 
But all these Indians should be fed to a limited extent ; and this 
should be a prime condition exacted from the general govern- 
ment, before the donation is made, else there will be constant beg- 
ging excursious into the settlements, attended with the same dif 
ficulties we are so often annoyed with now. 

This will probably be handed to you by the Indian Agent, 
Mr. Stem, whom I would commend to your special care aad at- 
tention, as a most worthy gentleman, and one who is devoted to 
the interests of our red brethren. 

With great regard, I am very respectfully, 
Your obedient serv’t, 


H. H. SIBLEY, Capt., B’t Maj. 2d Drag, 


Com’s Fort Graham. 
Hon. G. W. HILL, = 


Member State Senate, Austin, Texas. 


On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill was postponed until Wednes- 
day next, and made the special order for that day. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to regulate the 
pay of volunteers In the service of Texas in the year 1842, ap- 
proved December 3, 1850; read third time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Taylor, laid on the table. 

A bill to create the sixth Military Division; read third time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, laid on the table. ` - 

The following bills were severally read third time and passed, 
fo Wit: 

A bill for the relief of James Frazer ; 
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To bill changing the names of Antoinette Scott and Sidney 
ay 3 

A bill for the relief of James McWilliams ; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas P. Crosby; 

A bill for the relief of Jackson G. Walker; and ° 

A bill for the relief of William Guyman, a deceased soldier, 

A bill to incorporate the Corpus Christi Navigation company ; 
read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills originating in the 
Senate, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of Andrew C. Walters and Albert Emanuel ; 

A bill for the relief of Emanuel Clements, Nancy A. Roberts, 
Sophia Sanders and Nelson Morey ; 

A bill to amend the 17th section of the act to incorporate the 
Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad company ; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Rutherford, senior. 

Also, that the House concurred in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the following bills, to wit: 

A bill to prescribe the time of holding the courts in the second 
judicial district of the State of Texas; 

A bill transferring an appropriation for the survey of land . 
scrip; and 

A bill for the relief of Luther T. M. Plummer. 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills originating _ 
in that body, to wit : 

A bill to incorporate the Chappell Hill Male and Female In- 
stitute ; i . 7 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Ewing ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Washington ; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew Roach; which 
were severally read first time. 

On-motion of Mr. Reaves, the report of the select committee, 
to which was referred a bill to amend the second and seventh 
sections of an act to organize the supreme court of the State of 
Texas, was taken from the table and placed among the orders of 
the day. 

On A of Mr. Davis, a joint resolution providing for the 
‘removal of the remains of the late Stephen F. Austinpfor inter- 
ment in the State burial ground at the city of Austin, was taken 
from the table and placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to relinquish the right of the State to certain lands there- 
in named ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, 
laid on the table. 
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A joint resolution for the relief of James Pratt Plummer; read: 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by adding the words “ Warren 
Lyons”; edepted 
_ Mr. Bigelow moved te amend by adding after “Lyons,” the 
words Chipita Wilse. wife of Benjamin T. Willse”; adopted 
and bill ordered to be encrossed. 

A bill to amend an act providing for the transfer of records of 
administrators to new counties, passed May 13, 1816; read: 

Mr. Dageon cred as a substitute, a bill to amend the third 
seetion of an act providing for the transfer of the records of ad- 
ministrators to new counties, approved iSth May, 1946 ; read, 
acgonted, and bill passed to third reading. 

Mr. Borart, chairman cf the eommittee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries. to which was referred a bill to amend an act, ap- 
proved January 28, 1850. cencerning the corporation of the city 
of Naeogd sehes, reported inat there are legal questions invoived in 
it, the settlement of which more properiy belongs to the eommit- 
tee on the Jadiciary. and recommended that it be referred to the 
committee on the Jadiciary. 

A joint resoiution providing for the removal of the remains of 
the late Stephen F. Austin, for interment in the State burial 
ground at the city of Austin; read: 

On moticn of Mr. Merriman, the blank was filled with “two 
thousand” and ressinfion ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to crente the county and territcry of Beil into a separate 
land district; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, 
referred to the committee cn Comnties and County Boundaries. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Texas Monu- 
mental committee: read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Dancy, referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill te-incorporate the city of Corpus Christi; read second 
time, and, cn moticn of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A biil providing for the translation of instruments of writing 
in ioreion languages; read second time, and en motion of Mr. 
Sterne, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The following bilis were severaily read second time, and re- 
ferred to the commitice on Private Land Claims, to wit: 

A bili for the relief of the heirs of Daniel W. Cioud and Peter 
J. Bailey: i 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bayless, deceased; and 
ill for the relief of the heirsat law of William Wilkinson, 
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The following bills were severally read a second time, and re- 
ferred 10 the committee on Public Lands, to wit: _ 

A bill for the relief of William McFarlin: 

A DIE authorizing the issuing duplicate land warrants; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hubert ; 

A bill for the relief of Martha C. Lee; 

A dill for the relief of the heirs of Stephen Prather, deceased ; 

And a bil for the relief of William Welch, of Limestone 
county, 

The following bills were saveraily read second time, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Finance, to wit: 

A bill making an appropriation to complete the General Land 
Office ; 

A Lill relinquishing to the counties the State tax for the years 

1852 and 1853; and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph H. Woo 

A bill to incorporate the town of Confort ie in Leon county ; 

Anda bill granting relief to pre-emptionists, é&c., were read 
second time, and referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to, incorporate the Clarksville and Mount Pleasant Turn- 
pike company ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, 
referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bili to incorporate Bastrop Educational Society; read sec- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the commit- 
tee on Education. 

A bill requiring the commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue patents for fonr leagues of school lands of Washington 


county; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Meusebach,. 


referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Mount Yernonin Titus coun- 
ty ; Tead second time, and, on motion of Mr.» Taylor, referred to 
the committee on Counties and County boundaries. 

A bill to amend an act approved November 30, 1850, to amend 
the second and seventh sections of .an act to organize the supreme 
court of the State of Texas, approved 12th May, 1846, together 
with the report of the select committee thereon, was read. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow 


morning. - 
I 
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Tresoar. January 13, 1552. 
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My. Davis. chairmen of the e peace n State Afairs, report- 
da 15 ae Semti joint oe requesting the President 
of the Unite. Siates to demand af T the Government of Spain the 
immediate reiense of Miz. Thrasher, and recommended its pas- 
Bee 


n Daric. from the same committee, reported back to the 
PSs S36 ocornorte ee town of Centreyie in Leon 
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Be. Davic, trom #0 comuutice on Internal Improvements, to 
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Road company, reported the same back, and recommended its 
passage, with the following amendment : 

Strike out the seventh section. l 

Mr. Davis, from the same committée, reported back to the 
Senate a bili to incorporate the Clarksville and Mount Pleasant 
Turnpike company, and recommended its passage, with the fol. 
lowmr amendments: 

Strike out of the first section “twenty,” and insert “thirty.” 
Strike owt of the third section “twenty,” and insert “thirty.” 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, to which was referred a bill to incorporate the 
town of Mount Vernon in Titus county, reported the same back 
to the Senate, and recommended its pass 

Mr. Sterne introduced a bill to quiet the titles to land in and 
near Barnets caiony ; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to amend an an act, approved November 30, 1850, to 
amend the second and seventh sections of an act to organize the 
supreme court of the State of ‘Texas, approved 12th May, 1846, 
together with the report of the select committee theregn ; read. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy. the report was laid on the table, and 
Bill taken up. 

Mr. Dancy moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost by the fol- 
lowing rote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Eddy, Gray, Hill, Kinney, 
Parker and Trnii—s 

Ways— Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Grimes, 
Hart, Merriman, Mensebach, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, ‘Taylor and 
Wiison—i4, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Gray, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the Brazos 
Plank Road company; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read second time, and, ot 
motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on Internal Im- 

vements. 

A bill supplementary to an act establishing the Galveston and 
Red River Railway company; tead, and, on motion of Mr. 
Dancy, re-committed to the committee on Internal Improvemetits. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad company ; 


Mr. ‘Taylor moved io amend the 15th section by striking ont 
“ien” in the second line: carried by the following vote: 


Yeas— Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Taylor, and Wilson—12. 

Nars—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Hddy, Kinney, 
Merriman, Seott, Sterne and Trait—10. 

Mr. Eddy moved to ñil the blank with “eight”; lost by the 
following vots: 

Yeas—essrs. Bogart, Daney, Davis, Eddy, Kinney, Merri- 
tran, Reaves, Scott, Sterne and ‘Trnit—id. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Duggan, Gray. Grimes, Hart, 
Hii], Meusebach, Parser, Taylor and VW iison—il1. 

Mr- Dancy moved to fi] the blank with “ eight sections of six 
hundred and forty acres each”; enrried by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Daney, Davis, Dogan, 
Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Hil. Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Truit and Wilson—is. 

Nars—Messrs, Boris, Doane, Gray and Taylor—4. 

Mr. Mensebach ofered the following amendment : 

s Provided, that no land shall be donated nuless the company 
shall actually commence thelr road within one year, and actnal- 
jy complete and finish at least twenty miles within three years.’ 

On motion of Mz. Wison, the amendment was amended by 
striking ont “one” and “twenty,” and inserting *two” and 
“ten” 

The amendment wes then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the Senate adjourned until 3 
clock p. m. 

` 3 OCLOCH, P .M. 

Senate m2i—roi] caiised—aguorim present. 

A bill to iseorporate the Texas Western Railroad company, 
being under consideration when the Senate adjourned, was again 
taxen up. | 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, a callof the Senate was made. 

On motion, the call was suspended, 

On motion of Mr. Daucy, the bil was referred to the commit- 
tee of the whole, and Mr. Daney was cailed to the chair. 

After sace time spent in committee of the whole, the commit- 
tee rose, and the chairman reported the bill back to the Senate, 
with sundry amendments, which report was adopted. i 

On motion of Mr, Bigelow, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Interna] Improvements. 

A bill to amend the third section of an act providing for the 
transfer of administrators to new counties, approved 13th May, 
1846 ; read third time and passed, 

Mr. Davis. from the committee on Internal improvements, re- 
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ported back to the Senate a bill to incorporate the Brazos Plank 
Road company, and recommended its passage, with the following 
amendments: 

Amend by inserting at the close of the 6th section: * Pro- 
vided, the capital stock shali not exceed one hundred thousand 
dollars ; and the said road shall be commenced within two years, 
and completed within five years.” . 

Amend section second, in eighth lice: after * ferry,” insert “ or 
without the consent of the conaty conzt.” 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, report taken 
up and adopted, and bill passed by a constitutional majority. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Silas*M. Grace, 
made the fouowing report: ; 

SENATE Coasuper, January 13, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of Silas M. Grace, praying relief, having examined ` 
the same, find by corroborating testimony, with,- or accompany- 
ing said petition, that he came to the Republie of Texas in time 
to entitle him to twelve hundred and eighty acres of land ; but 
the testimony is net sufficient to warrant your committee in re- 
commending more than six hundred and forty acres, it being 
clear to your committee, as is shown by a transcript of the record 
of the county of Harrison.as set forth in said petition, that he 
is entitled to that quantity of land, by virtue of his emigration 
and permanent residence up to the present time. hey, there- 
fore, report the accompanying bill for his relief, and recommend 


its passage. 
M. D. K. TAYLOR, Chairman. 

A biil for the relief of Silas M. Grace; read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to incorporate the Brownsville 
Railroad company; read first time. 

A bill for the relief of the heire of William H. Smith, dee’d; 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr, Hill made the folowing report: 


SENATE CHAMBER, January 13, 1852. 
The committee on Public Debt, having had underconsideration 
a bill to be entitled an act to extend the-provisions of an act enti- 
tied an act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas, approved March 20,1848; and considering 
fully the objects songht by, and the effects of the passage of the 
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bill, a majority of your committee have arrived at the following 
conclusions : 

We believe it to be the desire of the Senate and the people of 
Texas, to pay the debt upon the principles of the law of 1848; 
which is a dollar for cach dollar we received, and interest there- 
en, as provided by law. And we do not for a moment believe 
that the claims which have not been presented, are any less a 
part of the debt than these which have; for to do so, would be 
say that Texas was Willing to throw off a part of her just in- 
debtedness by short acts of limitation—in some cases say only 
about nine months, which your committee cannot for a moment 
admit, but only look to the limitation as a means used by the 
Legislaturegio hasten adjustment; and to adhere to the bar to 
these claims, would be to give one class of creditors, and those 
who ate ever watchful, a decided advantage, both as to time and 
means of information, over a retired and hotest portion of our 
ereditors, who would be the principal losers by a failure to make 
the extension. 

We believe it to Le the true policy and interest of the State, 
and the wish of her citizens, to ascertain our debt, that it may be 
paid ont cf the frst means at our disposal, that the payment of 
interest and oppressive taxation may, in futurue, be avoided. 

Vee believe that there will be no time in future at which we 
can ascertain our Gebt with as nach facility, justice and safety 
to the State and her credifors, asaf present. A knowledge of the 
, origin oi onr delt, and of the records of our Treasury will not 

be inereaced by delay. And waless we pass laws allowing claims 
of acharacter different from those heretofore allowed by the Re- 
public cr State, from the test data, not excceding-two millions 
ef dollars, including both principle and interest of claims, can 
ever be presented, should the bill pass: most of which are 
doubtless now in the hands of retired citizens; and we look 
upon all as equal in merit when the value proposed by onr laws 
shali 62 cesigned them. 

We believe that much special legislation both for interest and 
principai, will be prevented by the pascage of the bill, and that 
the State will the more certainly secure the payment of her debt 
before her means shall be applied to other and less deserving ob- 
jects. 

We believe that an individual, State, or nation is not justified 
by any considerction, other than necessity, in releasing the obli- 
gations of just indebtedness in any other manner than by pay- 
ment ; and to do so is to aveid the impulses of nature and the 
injunctions, “ whatsoever ye would that others should do unto 
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` you, do ye even so unto them ;™ “deal jastiy;” “owe no man 
anything.” Anda majority of your committee believing that no 
such necessity exists in ‘Texas, and adopting the maxim that “to 
do right is the highest interest of all mankind,” have instructed 
meto report the bili back to the Senate, with two additional sec- 
tions as amendments, and earnestly recommend its passage. 
G. W. HILL, Chairman. 
Amendments: 

* Sec. 3. That upon the presentation of any claim which the 
records of the Treasury Department show to be in the hands of 
the original owner, in whose favor the same may have been 
audited, it shail be the duty of the Auditor and Comptroller to 
assign to such claim the value which the original vouchers show 
to have been paid by the late Republic of Texas; provided, the 
booxs of the Stock Commissioner, or other records shall not 
show the same to haye been sold and transferred to others than 
the original claimant.” 

“Sec. 4. That any person having lost his evidence of claim 
against the Republic or State of Texas, the same being a certifi- 
cate of funded debt, or a certificate issued by the Auditor and. 
Comptroller pursuant to the provisions of said act of the 20th 
March, 1548, may obtain a duplicate thereof, by filing with the 
Comptrolier, satisfactory evidence that the loss of the same has 
been advertised for at least three months, in some newspaper pub- 
lished weekly, at the seat of Government, and filing with such 
evidence an affidavitstating that such claim, so advertised, has 
been lost, and was at the time of such loss, his or her property : 
Provided, the records or books of the Treasury Department shall 
show the same to have been issued—to be outstanding, and that 
it has not been presented by, or paid to any other person; which 
duplicate, when so issued, shall have all the validity of the origi- 
nai; and that this act be in force from and after its passage.” 

A bill te incorporate the Texas Central Railroad company : 
read, and recommitted to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. , l 

Mr. Eddy, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of J. B. 
Thacker of San Augustine county; read first time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended and bill read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on, 
Public Lands, ui 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning 10 o'clock, 


s 


bel 
Weprrspayx, January 14, 1852, 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adiournment—prayer by the Rey. Mr. Bagzeriy—roli calied— 
quorum present. 

The tourna! of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Alr. Duggan presented the memorial of H. B. McCulloch, 
agent of H. R. W. Hill; read and referred io the committee on 
Pabilis Debt. 

Mr. Tayior, chairman of the commitiee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred the petition oi Wiliam Hughs, re- 
ported a bi! jor his relef, which was read first time. 

Ir. Tayior, from the same commiliee, reported back to the 
Senate. a bill for the reliel of James Morris. and recommended 
its passage With the foliowing amendment : 

Strike out ail of ist section, after the word “certificate,” in 
ninth line. : 

Mr. Reaves, chairman ol the committee on Engrossed Bilis, 
reporiell correctiy engrossed, joint resoiution for the relief of 
James Pratt Piummer, Warren Lyons and Chipita Willse, wife 
of Benjamin T. Wilise: and i 

Joint reso.ution providing jor the removai of the remains of 
the late Stephen F. Austin, ier intermsnt in the State burial 
ground al tne city 97 Austin. 

My. Grav, chairman or the committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported back to the Senate. a biil to incorporate the city of Corpus 
Christi, and recommended its passage. 

Air. Gray made the foijowing repari : 

Janvary 13, 1552, 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered the petition 
of Coleman Smith, and report that it appsars that Mr. Smith 
was 2 resident at Sante Fe, on 2nd March. 1636—he removed to 
Red River in 1535, after the revoiutionary struggie had passed, 
and reetived z headright certificate as a citizen of Texas at the 
date of the dsciaration of Independence, which was rejected by 
the travelling commissioners under the ac! to detect frauds, &c. 
No appeal was taker to the district court by Mr. Smith, as re- 
quired by the law aud constitution. which he says was owing to 
a decision of the district court of Red River in a similar case, 
adverse to his-claim, Mr. Smith having negiected to prosecute 
his rights under the iaw; and a decision in an analagous case 
having been made against the merits of the claim, amajority of 
the committee deem it inexpedient togrant any relief in the case, 
and ask to be discharged from its consideration. 

P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 
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Mr. Grimes made the following report : 

Austin, January 14, 1859. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill re- 
linquishing to the counties the State tax for the years 1852 and 
1853, have had the subject under their consideration, and are 
unanimously of opinion that no better disposition can be made 
of a portion of the interest arising from the United States stock 
of indemnity, than to appropriate a sufficiency thereof for the 
support of the State Government for two years, and to apply the 
direct taxes that under existing laws would be applied to the sup- 
port of tne State Government, to the use of the counties in which 
the taxes are collected, 

The relinguishment of the State taxes to the counties, if ju- 
dicious!y applied, wiil enable the most of them, within the two 
years that the bill contemplates relinquishing the taxes, to pay off 
their outstanding liabilities contracted for the erection of public 
buildings and the payment of juries, &c., and enable the couti- 
ties to erect courthouses and jails, that have not heretofore done 
so. Your committes, therefore, recommend the bill to the favor- 
able consideration of the Senate. - 

JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 

Mr. Bigelow, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred a bill to amend the charter of the town of Goliad, 
reported the same back and recommended its passage, with the 
following amendment: 

Amend by adding after the word “laws,” In last line of 11th 
section: “Provided, that this act shall not be construed so as to 
affect the possession or the right of possession, or the right of 
any person owning or occupying lots of ground in what was for- 
merly the town of Labahia, on or before the Ist of October, one 
thousend eight hundred and forty-four.” 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to repeal joint resolution for the 
punishment of vagrants, approved January 10, 1839; read first 
time. 

Mr. Hill, chairman of the committee on Public Debt, infro- 
duced a bill fixing the rate at which the Texas stock of indemni- 
ty shall be paid at the Treasury ; read first time. 
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has to set apart ten leagues of land for Indisn purposes; 
read, 
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Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

Add to end of section 5: “to restrict them to the lands herein 
set apart for their use, and to provide them with the necessary 
provisions or rations until they are enabled to supply the same 
for themselves ;” adopted. 

Mr. Davis offered the following amendment: 

Strike out section 5th, and change the numbers of the follow- 
ing sections; adopted. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following as a substitute for section 5: 

& That none of the lands herein mentioned, while occupied by 
said Indians, nor any other property in their hands shall be sub- 
ject to taxation ; and that whenever the general government shall 
remove said Indians, or from any other cause said lands shall be- 
come vacant, they shall not be subject to location, but shall be 
appropriated by the Legislature for the benefit of the State;” 
adopted. 

The question being on ihe engrossment of the bil, 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a committee was appointed to 
waiton Mr. Williams, and receive his vote, consisting of Messrs. 
Hill, Duggan and Eddy. R 

The biil was ordered to be engrossed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Arrastrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Sterne, Williams and 
Wiison—13. 

Nays—Messrs, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Merriman, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor and F'rnit—i0. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to create the county of Hidalgo, 
which originated iu the Seuate; also, that the House had adopt- 
ed the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Senate be invited to meet the House of 
Representatives on Wednesday 21st irist., for the purpose of elect- 
ing a United States Senator.” 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill setting apart and reserving 
two leagues of land around each military post on the frontier, 
for the present occupancy of the United States troops; read first 
time. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, re- 
ported back to the Senate a bill to incorporate the Texas Wes- 
tern Railroad company, and recommended its passage with the 
following amendments : 

Amend section 11, by adding thereto, * which said land so ob- 
tained shall be alienated by said company in the following man- 
ner: the one fourth in six years, the one fourth in eight years, 
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~ the one fourth in ten years, and the other fourth in twelve years 
from the time the same was acquired,” 

Amend by substituting sections 10,15 and 16. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: ‘ 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered the petitions 
of William Ford and the heirs of James W. Taylor. ‘They ask 
for relief in respect of their headright claims. ‘The proof now 
submitted is insufficient, and the committee deem ıt inexpedient 
to recommend the opening of the courts for such special cases. 

Mr. Gray, also, made the following report: 

January 13, 1852. 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to be 
entitled an act to facilitate the operations of persons engaged in 
the United States coast survey in the State of Texas, The im- 
portance of the survey of our coast by competent and scientific 
men, is too manifest to require any statement of its advantages, 
Some legislation by the Stateis necessary to protect the works 
of the persons engaged in the survey under authority of the 
United States; and the bill referred is similar in its character to 
laws passed for like purposes in other States on the seaboard.— 
The committee recommend its passage with the annexed amend- 
ment. P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill providing for the translation of instru- 
ments of writing. in foreign languages; reported as a substitute 
therefor, a bill to provide for giving in evidence, deeds and other 
instruments of writing in foreign languages, and recommended 
its adoption, and passage of the bill. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to confirm certain titles to land, 
so far as the location and survey are concerned. 

Mr. Dancy oifered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee inquire into the ‘ex- 
pediency of amending the constitution so as to declare that the 
district courts of the State have appellate jurisdiction of all cases 
which originate in interior courts. - 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m. 

3 o'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—rol] called—quorum present. 

A bill to declare the Town Book of thè town of Seguin in 
Guadalupe county, a book of record ; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Duggan, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 


On motion of Air. Dancy. & bili ic confirm the ules to lang 
issned io eclonists in Mims colony, Was taken. from the table 
end referred to the commmitise on ihe Sutiiciary. . 

Nr. Bigziow 3 inirogzeed n joini Tesalntion to amend the third 

section ci the uzarih artice of the ccostiintion; read first time. 
. Daggan. chairman Of ine committer on Enrolled Bilis, 
mads ‘the J0.io wing report: 

The commutes on Enrclled Bils have examinet the follow- 
ing, io Wit: 

An agi ior tae relief of Wiliam Grooms and Thomas NX, Little: 

An act for tho rene? of Theresa Ty: 2r 

AR RHID incorporate tue town of Beiton in Bell county 5 

An net to jotaie the seat of justice in Cas 5 Conniy. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and were this ‘day deposited 
Sin, the Governor ior his signature. 

Ba motion of Air. Davis, the report of the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements ofa bill to incor rporate the Texas Western 
Razilrosd company, , WES I2NEN OP, abu amendments oliered by the 
committees WETS atiopietl. 

Mr. Tayor moved ip strise cat ibe 15th section; lost by the 
iojlow oz rote: 

Wrae 2 Messrs, Gray and Turlor—z. 

ki Bigelow, Boga art, Baris, Dancy. Davis, Doane, 
ames. Hill, Merman, Mensebach, "Parker, 
ilspu—1&, 
Ths till was then crtered in be engrossed, ant, on motion of 
Mr. Davis, ous barare 3 were cructell to be printed. 

-A mesage wat receiver! irom ihe Governor, transmitting the 
fsLoving communication, whith was read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Tayist, referred to the committee on Finance, together with 
tas accsimpanying Goenments : 

Exccirive DEPARTMENT, f 
ATSTIN, January 14 1552. 4 4 
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ith a are esantion oi your Honorable body, re- 
ve *fo obtain from some competent archi- 
aie a plan an of a LuLding for a State capitol of 
r the acccmmotalion of the two Honses 

buut of briek er stone. in a substantial 
manner. Dut Bp. ‘as cheap a plan a as practicacle, with the esti- 
ma ja of the cost i uch tubing 5 ; aud that he cause the pian 


Senate of tie present Teram i have the honor to submit 
the accompanying plan and estimate for the construction of a 
State capito! of stone, and Lre-proof. 
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- This plan and estimate have been drafted ard prepared witk 
great care, by Mr. Giraud of San Antenio, a gentleman of estab- 
lished repatation as an architect and practical builder, who at my 
special Suggestion, has examined the site of the contemplated 
structure, and the nature of the material to be found in the vi- 
cinity with which it could be built” He has also made the neces- 
sary inquiries relative to the cost of tabor and the facility of pro- 
curing it. 

Under the impression that the resolution of your Honorable 
body wouid be carried out more effectuaily and satisfactorily, 
and be more likely to meet the general views of State, the archi- - 
fect was instracied to drait such a pian as wouid in its dimen- 
sions aud general arrangements, afford the greatest possible con- 
venience, safety and comfort, not only in reference to the present 
wants of the State, and due economy in the ecnstraction of the 
boiiding ; but also in view of an increased representation, oc- 
casioned by the continuaily swelling population and its conse- 
quent contingencies. 

Mr. Giraud is now in this city, and wii have much pleasure 
in giving your Honorable body, at an early day, a fall explanation 
of the details of the plan and estimate herewith submitted; and 
i respectfully request that suitable provision be made to compen- 
sate him for the time and Jabor he has bestowed in carrying out 
the object contemplated in ihe resolution of the Honorable Sen- 
ate herein referred to. 

P. H. BEL. 

Estimate of the probable cost of a bniiding of cut-stone, and fire- 
proof, intended to comprise the Halis of the two branches of the 
legislature of the State of ‘Texas. and also the Supreme Court, 


the Executive, State, Treasury, Comptroller's Departments, &e. 
t 


Cut-stone work - $80,000 
Masonry and setting of cut-stone 70,600 
Arching 35,000 
Framing of roof, domes, &c. 50,000 

‘ Copper of same 16,000 
: Carpentry 10,000 
' ‘Plastering and incidental expenses 100,000 
$355,000 


On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill appropriating five hundred 
thousand dollars for the improvement of the water courses of 
‘Texas was taken up. 


Bir, Davis offered as a substitute therefor, a bill fo appropriate 
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two hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the improvement of 
the water courses of Texas, 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the bill was re-committed to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements, 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the Honse had passed a bill to make an appropriation to 
pay the expenses of thesnpreme court for the years 1851, 1852 
and. 1853. À 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the bill was taken upand read first 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time, and om motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill to confirm ceriain titles to land, 
so far asthe location and survey are concerned, was taken up and 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and rederred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution proposing to amend the 3rd section of the 10th 
article of the constitution, was read second time and referred to ` 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, Mr. Doane was added to the com- 
Mittee on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Scott was added to the same 
committee. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 1@ o'clock to-morrow 

~morning. 


*Txprspay, January 15, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursnant to 
adjeurnment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—rol] cllaed— 
quoram present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr- Hart presented the petition of sundry citizens of Hunt 
eounty, praying the passage of a law allowing Lavina, a colored 

` woman, to remain in the State; referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

Mr. Tayior, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported back to the Senate a Dill for the relief of J. F, 
Pittman, and recommended its passage, 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to which 
were referred a bill4o make an appropriation to pay the expenses 
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of the supreme court for the years 1851, 1852 and 1853; and a 
bill making an appropriation to pay Joab B. Harrell, sheriff of 
. Williamson county, for taking a, convict to the Penitentiary, re- 

ported the same back to the Senate, and recommended their pas- 


Mr. Grimes, from the same committee, made the following 
report: 

‘The committee on Finance, fo whom was referred a joint reso- 
lution for the benefit of Thomas William Ward, have had the 
subject under consideration, The resolution contemplates an 
appropriation to supply Col. Ward with wooden legs when ne- 
cessary, in place of the leg he lost by a cannon shot at the storm- 
ing of Bexar,in December, 1835. ‘That he sustained the loss of 
his leg in the manner set forth in the resolution, is a matter of 
common notoriety, and susceptible of the most positive proof.— 
Therefore, your committee, in consideration of the services and 
sufferings of Col. Ward, cannot withhold from him the pittance 
necessary to supply, as far as in their power, the loss by him‘sus- 
tained in the cause of liberty and the independence of Texas.— 
Your committee are further of opinion that an acknowledgment 
of his services, by the Legislature, will be a matter of more 
statification to Col. Ward, than the consideration of the money 
that may be appropriated in the bill for his benefit. Under these 
considerations, we return the bill, and recommend it to the favor- 
able consideration of the Senate. 

JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 

Mr. Eddy, from the committee on Education, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of the President and Trustees of the Chappel 
Hill College, reported a bill granting two leagues of land to the 
Chappel ‘itl College, which was read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report : 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of J. B. Thacker of San Augustine county, have 
had the same under consideration, and find from the testimony 
presented, that Mr. ‘Thacker, while gallantly engaged in the 
Cherokee fight, under General Douglass, was severely wounded 
on the 16th day of July, A. D. 1839—that in consequence of 
his wound incurred in the service of the Republic of Texas, he 
has become almost helpless, that he is unable to leave his room 
or raise his hands to his head; that he has necessarily exhausted 
his estate, which was very considerable, in the support of him- 
self and family, and is ńow destitute of the means of support, 
with a large and dependent family, subject to the charity of his 
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friends and the public. Your committee are of the opinion that 
the case of Mr. Thacker presents a claim for relief which the 
State should not disregard, and that the provisions of the bill 
are not too ample. 1am instructed to report the bill back to the 
Senate without amendment, and to earnestly recommend its pas- 
sage. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, Chairman. 
Mr. Bogart made the following report : 


CommIıTTEE Room, January 15, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 

A majority of the joint committee on Apportionment, upon 
whom has devolved the difficult and important duty of preparing 
and presenting a bill, apportioning amongst the several counties 
and districts of the State the members of the Legislature for the 
next eight years, beg leave to present the accompanying bill as 
the best result they have been able fo arrive at, and recommend it 
tc both branches of the Legislature for their consideration. 

It is not deemed improper in justification of the action of the 
committee, to add that they have had many obstacles to encoun- 
ter in arriving at the probable just estimate of the total amount- 
of population contained in the State; and again, in some instan- 
ces in making a partition amongst the counties: First, owing to 
the incompleteness of the returns; and secondly, on account of 
the inaccuracy of many returns that have been made. Jn such 
instances, where error has been manifest, the committee have 
deemed it but a part of their duty to rectify and correct them.— 
In others, again, the returns have proved unsatisfactdty ; but in” 
no instance where it has not been plain’from the return itself, 
have they been changed or interrupted. 

For, however complaints may, or may not be well founded, 
they have been regarded as remediless under the law, and there- 
fore, beyond the control of the committee. 

After a departure trom the returns, the wisest and only reli- 
ance would be upon merely heresay testimony, which, to say the 
least, would be uncertain in its effects, and in the end prove alike 
unsatisfactory and unacceptable. Confusion alone could follow 
their disregard in one instance—such would involve, for like 
cause, the unsettlement and disturbance of every return that has 
been made, and thus defeat the purpose of an apportionment by 
the present Legislature altogether. In all cases where the re- 
turn has not come to hand, the committee have proceeded, by the 
best data at their command, to estimate the probable amount of 
population embraced in such counties, and assigned them their 
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On moticn of Mr. Eddy, 100 copics of the Lill to apportion 
the Seuatcis and Representatives of the Legislature among the 
several counties of this State, according to Use requirements of 
the constitution, were ordered to be printed, 

Mr. Meriman preseaicd the petition ef sundry persons in New 
Orleans, asking fmterest for certain aimennts or second eless 
claims, issued tar suppics iunnsued the navy of ‘Texas 3 reter- 
red t the cosomtice ea Financo, i 

Mr, Bieclow introduced a joint resolution to amend the 30th 
section cr e geuetal provisions ef the eanstitntion; read first 
ume. 

Mr. Doase iniredtecd a bill ta oxtend the provisions of an act, 
approved Fecruaty 5, 1°50, to investigate land titles in certain 
counties therein named read first time. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of Mie cammittce on Fngrossed Bills, 
reported the f2howing bis eerreetiy enatassed, viz: 

A bit sar tho mifer or the heirs af Wiliam H. Smith, dee'd; 

A tig to acid the third section of an act to provide for the 
wanserof tie records ef administrators to new counties; and 

A ELI to set apart ten leagues of land for Indian purposes. 

Mz. Gray made the felowing report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, having considered a joint re- 
solution prop ising to anicnd the constitution, and do not approve 
of itin its present form. Ft proposes to repeal the third section 
of the tenta article relating to school lands, without making any 
cther provision on the snbjcet, either restricting the power of the 
exsunty cjaits over the land, er giving power to the Legislature 
qareguiate ths sabyect. The committce propose the enclosed 
sutsiinta, to pe enticed a joint resclution providing to amend 
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the third «ctilsn of the 10th article of the constitution. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resoustion of the House, inviting the Senate to meet the 
House ot Represeniatives on Wednesday the 21st instant, for the 
purpose of electing a United States Senator; read, aud, on mo- | 
Uon of Mr, Tayior, indctinitcly postponed, 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to resiore lands sold for taxes, 
and purchased by the State, to tlie former owners, upon certain 
conditions therein named : also, 7 

That the House had passed a bill to amend the 17th section of 
the act to incorporate the Buifzlo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado 
Railroad company, wih amendments, 


A bill to quiet the land tiles within the linsits of Peleas’ wele- 
ny; and to provide for jocatizg amd serveying the lands and is- 
sting the certificates and patents tè which the colonists and com- 
tractors are entitled ; read. 

Mr. Wilson moved to anjend Ist section Sy striking out “2,008,” 
and inserting © 1,700," in tezth Une. 

Mr. Dancy moved a division of the qttestion. 

Jn motion of Mr. Hart, the bill was laid on the table watil 3 
o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, a oul to restore lands wold Sr 
taxes, and parenased by the Stata, to the owners, Upon certain 
conditions t nerein nemed, Wes tiken tp end read first time, 


al * + 
int . : 


On motion of Mr, Merriman, the rae Was suspended, sed bit l 


Tead second time. 

Mr. Merriman cifer ed th he followisz amendment : 

Adjat the ead of ihe let section, ~ “and that on all entriesant’_* 
locations mače since tue Sist day of December, 1551, upon land 
sola for taxes and parehased by ihe State, the Commissioner pf 


the General Lott Oce shal notissue paten's; ond when lande ~4 


shail hereafter be soid for taxes and pars: ased by the any Aa 
shall not be subject to entry or location, bit shall be 

as the Legisiaiare may direct, and the proceeds arising from A 
dispositionshall be paid i into the Treasury of the State ;7 ad 


Oa ms tion of Mir. Kinney. the Beuate adjourned ‘anti three q 


o’ciock p.m. 
2 OCLOCK, P. W. 

Senate met—roii cai: :ed—queram present. 

A. bil te quiet the land tiles within the limits of Peters cola- 
ny, and to provide jor locating aud surveying the lands and is- 
sting the certificates and patents to which the colonists and con- 
tractors are entiiied. 

The queszion on Mr. Dancy's motion to strike out 2300, was 
put, and lost by the following yete : 

¥Yess—Messrs. Burks, Daney, Davis, Dapgan, ea Grimes, 
Scoti, Trnit and Wilson— 

Nays—Messts. Bigelow, boi Gray, Har, Hilt, Kinney, 
Merriman, Mensebach, Parker, Sterne and Taylor —il. 

The question then recnrred on Mr. Wilson's motion to sizike 
out 2,00, and insert 1,70, npon which the yezs and nays were 
as foilows : 

Yess—Mesers. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Pady; Grimes, 
Beaves, Scott, Trat and Wilson.—id. 


Nara— Mewrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doene, Gray, Bari, Hill, 
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Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne and Taylor—12; 
lost, 
Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment: Pi 
Strike out after “1850,” in 11th line of 2nd section, the fol- 

Jowing words: “or in lieu thereof, said certificates may be located 

upon any of the vacant unappropriated public domain belonging 

to the State of Texas, not heretofore titled, located, reserved ot 

surveyed under the authority of the Government of 5 

Mexico, or the Statb. of Texas, and upon ang or all of said de- 

seribed lands in sach portions or numbers as said agent may 

chanse or préfer;¥ adopted. 
Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment : . 
-Strike out.alter the word * delay,’ ” in eighth line of ist section, 

‘the wards “and without charge ;™ ado ted. 7 

Mr. Hart offered the following amendment: oy 
In section 19, in line ten, after the word section, insert «tand 
ihat he has never received any land as a headright, from ‘the Re- 
* Pon or State of Texas ;” adopted. 
, Wilson offered the following. amendrhent +° 
te d to 10th section :** Provided, that any certificate or patent 
jesse by virthe off fais, section to tahy person ‘who may hare, 
‘7 prp¥ictisly obtaingă land or a'certifioate for land; from Mbixco, 
E Ceahit arand Togas; or-the-Republic'or State of ‘Texas, shall be 
ma and void +” adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, the caption of the bill was amend- 
ed 30 as to read, “ a bill relative to lands in Peters' colony.” ' 

On motion of Mir. Hill, the words “this State” In eighth line 
of 10ih section, wasstricken out, and the words “said colony” in- 
serted. 

On. motion of Mr. Eddy, “twenty-five cents,” in fourteenth’ 
line of 10th seetion, was stricken out, and “fifty cents ” inserted. 

Mr. Gray moved to reconsider the yote which refused to strike 
ont “2,000 ;” carried, and yote reconsidered. 


On motion of Mr. Bicelow, the further consideration of the 
bill was postponed until to-morrow, 


Qn motion of Mr. Merriman, a bill to restore lands sold for 
taxes and purchased by the State, to the former owners, upon 
certain conditions thercia named, was taken wp, read, aud passed 
fo third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the rule was suspended, bill read 2 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the table one day, was suspended, and the aa of the commit- 
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zes on the Judiciary, on a bU te confirm certain ttes to jand, $0 
far as the location and surrey are concerned, was taken up. ; 

Mr. Gray ofred the following amendment: 

In tst section, second lino, strike out “colonial titles to are 7 
and insert “titles made to ¢: slonists or settlers far their heedright 
claims ;” adopted. 

Gr motion of Mr. Daney, the following proviso Was added to, 
to the above amendment: 

Provided that said claims shall not sas ig. quantity, one 
league and labor to one individeal.” 

The biil was then passed to third reacing. - 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended, ‘ill. 
rend third time and passed. ERN 

Joint resolution providing dor ihe- removal ef the remains of” . 
the late Stephen F. Austin, for interment in the State burtal 
ground at the city of Suwstin ; read third time and passed. š 

Joint resziution for the rolief of James Pratt Plunimer, Ware 
ren Lyons, and Chipifa Willse, wile of Benjamin TL Willses. 4 
read third tame and passed. Be ns 

On motion of Mf. Bigelow, the Senate adjoirned antil k 
eelock i0-morow moraine. Oo aie 
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The Senata was called to order Ly ihe President, parsuant fo 
adjournment—roil cal'cd—jnerum present, 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted.. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the commitice on Private . Land 
Claims s, made the following report: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, have considered the 
petition of John Conner, a Delaware chief, It appears from the - 
farcis that sometime in the year 1542, the President of the thea 
Republic of Texas, made an agreement with Conner fo procure 
a consultation of the various tribes of Indians, for the purpose of 
forming a treaty, for which Conner wasto receive one league of © 
‘and. In consideration thereof, a majority of the committee 
hare Do mez to report a Lill for bis relief, and recommend 


ee 
Tall for the relief of John Conner, a Delaware chief; read 
sagt time. 
Mr. Parker. chairman of the committee on Claims and As- 
counts, to which was referred a bil] for the relief of the persons 


s a2? ; 
taken prisoners by the Mexican army at the Mission of Refugio, 
in ISH, reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended 
that it be referred to the committee on the Militia. 

Mr. Gray, chairman ef the comimtte on, the Judiciary, ta 
which was referred a bill to amend an act autheriziucz the conn- 
ty courts to isstie uneonditional certificates it certain cases, re- 
ported a substitute theretor, and recoimnended Rs passage. 

Mr. Gray made the following report: 

Jaxncary 15, 1852. 

The committee on the Judiciary, having examined a bill to 
confirm the utes to land issued to colcnists in Milam’s colony, 
find that forty-one titles for a leszue cach, aod twelve titles for a 
quarter of a league cach, were ionel in said colony by Valbot 
Chambers, as the commissioner cf said coioay, which are now 
on fle in the General Land Oifice; Fut it appears that said 

Chambers was not authorized to act as couraissioner for the colo- 

ny, though he supposed himself toteso. The colonists received 
their titles in good faith in most cases; and the defect in 
Chambers’ authority was not discavercd until recently. Many 
of the settlers have died in passession of their lands, and they 
have since been occupied by their heirs and assigns, supposing 
them justly their property; and al! of them have suffered the 
hardships of a frontier life, and bcon engaged in defence of the 
country. 

To permit these settlers now to be disturbed in their posses- 
sions, and perhaps their homes taken fiom them, in consecuenee 
of a defect in their titles, for whieh they were in no way respon- 
sible, and which was in no respect inconsistent with intrinsic 
fairness and honesty, would be grots injustice. 

The bil reterred, however, proyases to ronfirm all tities mo nd 
by Chambers. to aty person who waa a citien of Texas, without 
regard to other defects which may exist. "Xo this the commnittes 
are unwilling to zive their assent: and in order to remedy the 
evil arising from the detect above named, and at the some time 
avoid contirming trauds which may have existed, have instruct- 
ed me fo report the enclosed substitute for the Lill, to be entitled 
an act to lezalize the official acts ef ‘Talbot Chambers, as eom- 
missioner of titles for Milam’s colony. 

P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill supplemcntaury to an act to regulate 
proceedings in the county courts, relating to guardiaus and 
wards, approved March 20, 1515; read first time. 

Mr. Merriman presented the memorial of Mrs. Ann Brown; 
referred to the committee on Finance, 
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Mr. Davis, from the committee on internal Jmprovements, to 
whieh was referred a bil! l appropriatins five hundred thousand 
dollars to the improvement of the water courses in Texas, re- 
poe the same back, aud recommended its passage, with the fol- 
loving amendments : 

Strike out of the caption “five hnndred thousand,’ and in- 
sert “three hundred thousand ;” aud substitiie the 2nd section, 

Mr. Bigelow made the following report : 

City or Avsrex, January, 16, 1852. 
To Ton. J. W. Heyurrsox : 
President af the Senate: 

‘The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relict of Benjamin Hubert ‘have had the same under con- 
sideration, 

It appears that Benjamin Hubert is the owner of three head- 
right certificates, each for one league and labor of land, which 
were issted by the board of land commissioners for the county 
of San Augustine, to Ambrose Basse, Peter C. Harness and 
Wylie Morse, on the 21st day of June, 1838; and that neither 
of said cettilicates has been recommended by the travelling hoard 
of commissioners, 

The reason alleged by the petitioner for not availing himself 
of the courts to establish these certificates, was the entire want 
of means to procure the testimony and prosecute a suit; and 
that he has recently been compelled to sell the home of his fami- 
iy, In order to obtain the necessary means to procure the testimo- 
uy which is now presented to the Legislature. 

Tt appears fromthe atlidavits of different individuals, that Am- 
bros? Basse was in ‘Texas about the year 1531—tliat be was set- 
tled ta tae Pare ihat he was a married man, and died in 
tS4i2er 15 And that Peter C, staruess was known asa mar- 
ried mag in Texas in 1533 oy T- 35, and for many years there- 
alter: and that Wylie 1 Tors. was a citizen of Texas as early as 
1$29—that he lived in Texas wp to i818, and that he was a 
married mau, 

he most of the persons that have sworn to these facts nre ac- 
quaintaners of the Hon., James Davis, who informs the commit- 
teo that their alli-lavits are i ntitled to credit, 

The certificate of George W. Smyth, Cominissioner -of the 
General Land Otlize, wi. ch was before the commifice, shows 
that “ne certificate lias been recommended to ihat ofice by the 
board of land commissioners created unger an ze ct fo detect 
fraudulent land certificates, inthe name of Peter O: Harness, 
Wyle Morse cy Arabrooe Base, and that no ccrtifieatp has issued 
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from that office to them; and that no judgment hs been report- 
ed to the said office from any of the district coufts for either of 
the above named persons. UY 

_ Your committee have no hesitation in sayi hat the testimo- 
ny before them would have been deemed ample in the district 
court, to entitle the said Ambrose Basse, Peter C. Harness and 
Wylie Morse, each to one league and labor of land. And while 
they are aware tliat their duty to the Sfate demands that they act 
with deliberation and caution, they feel that they are also :equal- 
ly bound to respect the just rights of the citizen. . 

In view of the facts, the majority of the committee have in- 
structed me to report the bill back to the Senate, and to recom- 
mend its passage, which is respectfully submitted. 

ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, Chairman. 

Mr. Bigelow made the following report: 


Crry or Austin, January 16, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Public Lands have considered the bill for. 
the relief of Martha C. Lee. 

It appears that Martha C, Lee is the owner of a land certificate 
for six hundred and forty acres, issued to her by the land com- 
missioners of Grimes county—that subsequently to the issuance 
of said certificate, the records of Grimes county were burned, 
and that in consequence thereof, the Commissioner of the Gener- 
al Land Office refuses to issue a patent thereon. 

The bill provides for the confirmation of the certificate and 
issuance of a patent. 

Iam instructed to report the bill back to the Senate, without 
amendment, and to recommend its passage. l 

. ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, Chairman. 
Mr, Bigelow also made the following report : 


City or Austin, January 16, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, , 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Public Lands have duly considered a bill 
supplementary to an act authorizing the issuing of duplicate 
land warrants, discharges and headrights, on certain conditions, 
and providing for the loss of land scrip, 

The object of the bill is to give the same remedy to the own- 
ers of lost land scrip that is now provided by the act of the 14th 
of January, 1840, for lost land warrants, discharges and Head- 
rights, 
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The bill also provides the mode of making the necessary oath 
where the claims are owned by two or more persons. 
The importance of having the provisions of the law extended 
to ali classes of lost claims, seems to be self-evident. And the 
committee have instructed me to report the bill back to the Sen- 
ate, without amendment, and recommend its passage; which is 

respectfully submitted. 
ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, Chairman. 

Mr. Bigelow, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate, a bill for the relief of William Welch of Limestone 
county, and recommended its passagg. 

A. message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House concurred in the amendments of the Senate toa 
bill to quiet certain land. titles, so far as location and survey are 
concerned. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to make an appropriation to pay the expenses of the 
supreme court for the years 1851, 1852 and 1853, read and pass- 
ed to third reading, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was 
suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House toa 
bill to amend the 17th section of the act to incorporate the Buf- 
falo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad company. 

A bill relating to lands in Peters’ colony; read. 

The question being on striking ont 2,000, in first section. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, a committee was appointed to 
wait on Mr. Day, and receive his vote, 

Messrs. Kinney, Eddy and Scott were appointed said com- 
mittee, 

On calling the yeas and nays on striking out 2,000, the vote 
was as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, 
Po R Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wil- 
soh—13. 

Nays——Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Doane, Gray, Hart, 
Hill, ama Merriman, Meusebach, Parker and Sterne—12; 
carried. f ` 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the bill was laid on the table. 

A bill to restore to former owners lands sold for taxes and 
purchased by the State; read, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, laid 
on the table. aa 

A. bill to allow sheriffs to charge mileage for serving and re- 
turning process in civil cases, with the report of the committee 
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on Finance, offering an‘amendment thereto, was read, and amend- 
ment adopted. 

Mr. Davis moved to amend by inserting “all over 15 miles ;” 
lost. ; 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, it was amended by inserting * over 
five miles ;” and bill ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote : * 

Yereas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Gray, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, 
Williams and Wilson—14. 

Navs—Messrs, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Reaves, Scott, 
Taylor and Truit—8, : 

The resolution of the Senate, requiring the committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of amending the con- 
stitution so as to declare that the district courts of the State have 
appellate jurisdiction of all cases which criginate in inferior 
courts; read and adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, 

‘Davis, Doane, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, 
Parker, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson— 19. 

Nays—Messrs. Merriman and Reaves—2. 

A. bill to provide for the levying a road tax for the county of 
Montgomery ; read. 

On¢motion of Mr. Truit, it was amended by adding “ Panola 
and Shelby.” ie 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the table one day was suspended, and the report of the committee 
on the Judiciary on a bill to confirm the titles to land issued to 
colonists in Milam’s eolony, was taken up, and substitute offered 
by the committee adopted. : 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill was amended by adding af- 
ter the word “ misrepresentation,” in the first section, the words 
“of the grantee.” 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the bili was amended by adding af- 
ter “grantee,” the following wotds, “nor to any title or grant 
over one Jeague and labor.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Davis introduced joint resolution for the payment of Geo, 
T. Wood, two thousand one hundred dollars ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
P. m. 
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l 3 O'CKOCK, P, M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill to define the time of holding the courts in the twelfth 
judicial district, with the report of the committee on Judicial 
Districts offering an amendment, was read, amendment adopted, 
and bill ordered to be engrossed. : 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to prevent the location and patent- 
ing of lands within the limits of the grant known as Peters’ 
colony ; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule 
was suspended and bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, it was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Sam Bogart; read and ordered to be 
engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill to create the sixth military 
division of the State, was taken from the table and placed among 
the orders of the day. 

A bill for the relief of Christopher Troutz; read and passed 
to third reading. 

The report of the committee on Education on a bill for the 
benefit of Austin College, recommending its indefinite postpone- 
ment, was read and adopted. 

A bill providing for the payment of sheriffs for attendance on 

-the supreme court; read. 

Mr. Taylor offered as a substitute for the bill, a bill allowing 
pay to sheriffs who attend upon the supreme court ; adopted, and 
bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to define the boundaries of the counties of Jasper and 
Newton ; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill amending the estray laws; read and rejected. 

A bill to amend an act, approved January 28, 1850, concern- 
ing.the corporation of the city of Nacogdoches, with the report 
of the committee on Counties and County Boundaries, recom- 
mending that it be referred to the committee on the Judiciary, 
was read and report adopted. 

A bill to authorize John Nelson, Andrew Stapp, Leroy Clem- 
ents and their associates to construct a bridge and turnpike road: 
across the east fork of Trinity river; read and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Trinity Turnpike company ; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 
= A bill to provide for the publication of an abstract of land 
titles, with the report of the committee on State Affairs, offering 
an amendment thereto, was read, and amendment adopted. 
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Mr. Eddy offered the following amendment to come in at end 
of section b: 7 

« And provided, ùlso, that the said abstract as published, sball 
contain the date of the issuance of each title ;” adopted, and bill 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Adjutant General be required to inform 
the Senate if any fire arms have been received from the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and what quantity, and their con- 
dition. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the vote which referred a bill to 
to prevent the location and patenting of Jands within the limits 
of the grant known as Peters’ colony, to the committee on the 
Judiciary, was reconsidered, and, on motion of Mr, Dancy, the 
bill was laid on the tabie. 

A bill to incorporate the Goliad Bridge company; read and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Chappel Hill male and female Insti- 
tute; read second time, and, on motion of Mr, Dancy, referred 
to the committee on Education. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Ewing; read second time, 
and, on motidén of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance, 

A. bill to ineorporate the town of Washington; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew Roach ; read see- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill requiring the assessors and col- 
lectors to take the number of those entitled to do military duty; 
read first time. ` 

A bill to create the sixth Military Division; read, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table, 


A bill to amend the third section of an act providing for the 
transfer of the records of administrators to new counties, ap- 
proved 13th May, 1846; and = 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Major William H. Smith, 
were read third time and passed. 

A bill to set apart ten leagues of land for Indian purposes ; 
read third time, and rejected by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Doane, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Mensebach, Williams and Wilson—9. 
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A bill tor the relief of Emanuel Clemetits, Nancy A. Robert, 
Supliia Senders and Neilson Morey : 


A Lik for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Rat 

And 2 bill for the relie? of the heirs of Tznatius S. Johnsen, 
and that the same have been presented to the Governor, ou this 
day. for his ae ` 
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os 
n 
of 


Mr. Merrit > presented the memorial of E. W. Moore; re- 
ferred to the corimitice on Public Debt. a 


Mr. Viulson. chairinan of the committee on Education, io 
which wee referred a bil supplementary to an act to incorporate 
th: Teras Aonunmental committer, reported the same Lack, and 
recommenucd that the preamble be stricken out, and the biii 

assed, 

Air. WEson, aiso, made the faliowing report: 
To the Hor. J, W. Hesxorrson. 

President of the menaie: 

The committee on Education have had before them that por- 
tion of the Gove rors message Which relates to the organizat a 
of acommon schoo! system. together with wie several resoiutio 
ofthe Senate on thes same subject.and after much and unayo idab 
dsiay and uifficuity, Bave agreed upon the accompanying bil 
and instructed me to recommend its passage. = 

The committee are sensibie that ihey Leve not succeeded in 
organizing a system whiel. is free irom objection ; but with the 
imperfect information before them, they believe that the bill 
herewith Yeporied is as nvariy might as they can make it; and 
should it but serve as a starting peint in the establishment of a 
system that will meet the wan tS of the State, they wil: feei that 
their labor has not been in vain. 

The eommiltes ate much indevied to John M. Jones, Esg., of 
Galveston, for a large anc valuabie coliection of books on the 
subje et of sehoois, gratuitously furnished to the committee by 
hat genteman, who merits the thanks of the State for the 
enlightened asd disiniciested goal which he has manifested in 
eoliecting for the benefit of the Legisiature, so muck information 
npon z subject on which, more than any other, information is 
heeded ; but owing to tue fact that th e popuation of Texas, and 
the condition of the country are unlike those of the countries 
from which these sysiems have been gathered, the committee 
have not been able to reap from those publications such benefits 
as they and the publics spirited donor had hoped might be realized. 

The committee would also acknowledge that they have been 
indebted for many valuable suggestions to a printed bill of the 
House of Representatives , prepared by the Hon. B. B. Cannon. 
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from which they have extracted liberally wherever their views 
corresponded with the provisions of that bill. 
= Very respectfully, 
JAMES C. WILSON, Chairman. 


In subinitting this bill to the Senate, your chairman would 
take this opportunity to state that he has prepared it in accor- 
dance with the instruction of the committee, and not because, in 
his own judgment, itis likely to effect in any high degree, the 
Jaudable object sought to be obtained. Believing that no system 
can now be devised to go into immediate operation, with general- 
ly beneficial results, he would have preferred simply setting apart 
one million of bonds, the interest on which should be a perpetual 
school fund ; and the appointment of one or more competent 
gentlemen to collect the necessary school statistics throughout 
the State, and report the same to the next session of the Legis- 
lature. 

In this opinion he was alone upon the committee, and yield- 
ing to the better judgment of the majority, he declined to offer a 
minority report. JAMES ©. WILSON. 

A bill to establish a system of common schools; read first time. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to which was referred the petition of Howard & Ogden, 
reported that the committee had examined the same, and that 
there was no evidence accompanying said petition to justify a 
favorable report. The committee recommend that the petition be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Taylor introduced joint resolution proposing to amend 
the second section of the tenth article of the constitution; read 
first time. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced the following bills: 

A bill to define the third judicial district, and to fix the time of ` 
holding the courts in said district. 

A biil to organize the thirteenth judicial district of the State 
of Texas; and 

A bill to define the ninth judicial district, which were sever- 
ally read first time. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Mrs. 
Nancy Anderson ; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following bills were severally read thitd time and passed, 
to wit: 3 A 
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A bill allowing pay to sheriffs who attend upon the supreme 
court ; 

A bill to define the time of holding the district courts in the 
twelfth judicial district ; 

A bill to define the boundaries of the counties of Jasper and 
Newton ; and 

A bill for the relief of Sam Bogart. 

A bill to allow sheriffs to charge mileage for serving and re- 
turning process in civil cases ; read third time, and passed by the 
following vote : 

Yeas_—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Doane, Grimes, Hill, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne and Williams—11. 

Nays——Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Truit—10. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Bayliss, deceased ; 
read, and passed to third reading. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel W. Cloud and 

Peter J. Bailey; read and passed to third reading. 

A message was received from the House, inforn ming the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill appropriating five thousand dol- 
ai to pay the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Legis- 

ature. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Chevallier assignee of Napoleon 
Devaltz; read. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the bill was amended by striking out 
t Charles Chevallier, assignee of,” and by inserting after Devaltz, 
“his legal heirs or assigns.” 

The bill was then ordered to be en grossed. 

A bill to extend the provisions of an act to provide for ascer- 
taining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 
20, 1848, together with the report of the committee on Publie 
Debt, offering amendments, was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Wilson, laid on the table. 

A bill to incorporate the Clarksville and Mount Pleasant Turn- 
pike company, together with the report of the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements offering amendments thereto, was read, 
amendments adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

A bill to prevent the location and patenting of lands within 
the limits of the grant known as Peters’ colony. 

The substitute offered by Mr. Bogart, for the bill, was read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment : 

“ Provided, that the reservation herein contemplated shall not 
extend to any other territory than that surveyed by the contrac- 
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tors of said Peters’ colony, or settled upon by any colonist of 
said colony. or iceatcc by anv cortilicate issued by Thomas Wm. 

Ward, commistierer o: Peters’ colony.” > 

Or motor ol le Bigeiow. the Senate adjourned until 3 
oeieck p. m. 

V OCLOCK, P. M. 

Senate mai—rol. calec —quorum present. 

A bill to prevent iecations and the patenting or lands within 
the limits ol the gran! keow as Peters’ colony., 7 

Gn motion o- git. Wison, the bill aud amendment were laid 
on tne tabis. 

On motion of dic. Wilson, a bill velatine to lands in Peters? 
colony, Was taken up anc re-commitiec to the special committec 
that reported i. 

Afr. Kinney moved thy john 5. Tord be swor and take bis 
seat as Senator ewel ol the Bist Senatorial district: lost. 

A bill appropriaupg five tkousanc dollars to pay the eontin- 
gent expenses 01 botn Houreso: the Legisiature : read first time, 

Or motion of Mr. Duggan. the rama was suspended and bill 
reat. second time. anc. on motion of Mr. Tavlor, referred to the 
commitise on Pinance. l . 

A bil. tc incorporate the town of Centreville in Leon county; 
Tead and passec :0 thire readin. 

A bil to ineotporate the Vieksbure and Lu Paso Raiiread com- 
pany: reac, and. on motiou o- Al:. Davis. iaid om the tabie. 

' A bil to inenzporate the town of Mount Vernon in Titus 
county ; reac aud pesset to thire rezding. 

Jant Tesoilltion propasing te amend the third section of the 
tenth artine of the consitution. together with the report of the 
commitiee ou the Judiciar. offering a substitute thereior, was 
read, supstituie adopied, anc. bill ordered io be engrossed. 

' Join’ resontion requesting the President of the United States 
to demand o. the Government of Spain. the immediate reiease 
o? Me. Thrasher: reac! auc said on the table. 

& bil io incorporate fue Atauzas and Goliad Road company ; 
reed, aud, OR otoo: mir. Dervi, laid on the tabie. 

Sir. Dauey mags tue soliowing report : 

The commitice of Conference, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entific an act concerning writs of ceritorati from justices 
courts, With 2 cnusliiuie irom the House. and amendments to said 
substitute adoptet by the Senate, afer conferring on the same, 
have instructed uo to reir the same to the Seuate, and recom 
men that tuc Senate reconsiger the vote rejecting the autbstitute, 
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and pass the substitute with the amendments adopted in the Sen- 
ate, and that the House concur in said amendments, 
JOHN W. DANCY, Chairman 
On the patt of the Senate. 
0. C. HARTLEY, Chairman 
Gn the part of the House, 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which rejected a bill concerning writs of ceritorari to Justices 
courts, was taken tip, and vote reconsidered, and bill passed to 
third reading. 

On motion af Mr. Dancr, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of James Goacher, senior, deceased ; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Silas M. Grace; read second iime, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the White Oak Bridge company in Titus 
county; read second time, and ordered to be ensrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Norman, deceased; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Reaves, referred to the 
commitiee on Private Land C.aims. 

A bill for the relief of Jula A. Sweet: read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the ecmmittee on Finance. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of Coiemar D. Smi:h, was read, end. en motion of Mr. Parker, 
the report and petition were laid ou the table, 

The report of tue commiites cn Internal Improvements, on 
the petition of sundry citizens, asking an appopriation for clean- 
ing out the Sabine river, was read aud adopted. 

The report of the committee on Internal Improvements on 
the petition of Jesse Duren; read end adopted. 

‘A bill relingwisling to the counties, the State fax for the years 
1852 and 1858; read. ' 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment: 

s Sec, That bereaiter wherever there may be settlements 
of oid liabilities existing, at the time of division between an old 
and flew counties, it is hereby declared that the old county shall 
pay ail the liabilities existing against such county at the time of 
the division, save that for jurors services which may be due to 
citizens residing in the new counties; and the new counties are 
hereby required to pay said amounts thus due ber citizens ;” re- 
jected. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amencment : 


- Amend by adding at the end of 3rd section, “Provided, that 
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no assessor! and co:lectar or county treasurer shali be allowed to 
` receive in payment of sait taxes, anything but sold and siiver; 
and provided, that ali assessors and collectors and county treas- 
urers shali be compelled to acscunt to the county courts of their 
respective counties, inv nll sums coming to the conniies, in gold 
anc silver, and in nothing eise :” adopted. 

Mr. Gray offered the ioliowing amendment, to come in as 
section 5: 

c The county treasurers shall be entitled to receive two and n 
half per cent. ior receiving. and the same rate for paying out the 
monigs received pnder this act, 2 eo nO more : 7 adopted. ° 

Mr. Deney moved to posipone the bill unti] Monday next ; lost. 

r. Dancy moved ip posipone es niii Wednesday next; lost, 
ir. Danev moved 10 indefinkeiy po. ostpone it: lost. 

The bill was then passed to e third reading “bY the following 
vyote: 

Yess—inersts. Armsirorr, Biseiow, Barks. Doane, Eddy, 
Gray, Grimes, Merriman. Mensebach. Parker. Reaves, Scott, 
Sierne, Tavior, Trait, Williams and Witson—1 Ta 

Nar s— Messrs, Bogart, Daney and Hil—2, 

r. Grimes introdneed z bill to provide for the erection of g 
Stats Capial; real first time. - 

On muon, the Senate adiourned nnti 10 o'clock Mondsy 

Momie. 


| Monnay, Jaunary 19, 1852, 
The Sounie was ealed in order by the President puvstant to 
acjounmment—prayer by the Kev. Mr. Smiih—o!! ealied—gquo- 

rum presen’. 

ame) journa! of Sauirday was read ant adopred. 

n uit presented the patition of Chari ies B, Sianshter; re- 

Ta o the eommitize on Privaie Land Tiaime ; 

ME "Sterne presented the patton of W. W. Barrett: referred 

ip the cpmmitiso on Private z Land Cains. 

Mr. Tarior. chairman of the commitiee on Privaie Land 
Ciaims, reported back to the Senate, a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of John Norman, deceased; and a bill for the relief of An- 
drew Roach, and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Tayior made the following report : 

The committee on Private Laud Claims, to whom was referred 

fhe petition of William Goynes, have duly considered the same, 
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it appears from the evidence that Goynes is a free colored man, 
that he resided in Nacogdoches county as eariy as the year 1824, : 
that he was a married man, and Under ihe laws of Mexico was 
entitled to a headright of land for one leagte and one labor—that 
he did in the year 1535, obtaindrom the then avibovliles, an er 
der for survey for said quaninm of iard, and woald hove had the 
same secured oy survey, Dut irom {be fact of his being appointed by 
Gen. Honsion, then commanding the forces of Texas, intelpreter 
for the purpose of restraining hostilities by the Cheiokee Iudians, 
which appointmert, Gen. Rusk states. he filled with much eredit 
to himself. It also appears that he, Goynes, served in the army 
of Texas during her dark hours of the revolution, shoulder to 
shoulder with the white man. The premises considered, the 
committee have determined to report Jor the consideration of the 
Senate, a biil for his relief. Ali of which is submitted. 

A bill for the relief of Williem Goynes; read first time. 

Mr. Wilson. chairman oi the select committee, to which was 
referred the petition of James H. Neely, reported a bill for his 
relief, which was read £rst time. - 

Mr. Grimes made the following Teport: 

The Finance commitiee, to whom was referred a bii] making 
an appropriation of five ihonsand cojlars for the contingent ex- 
penses of both Houses of the Legislature, Lave Lad the bill un- 
der their consideration. They iearn with some surprise that the 
liberal appropriation that was made in the eariy part of the ses- 
sion has been expended, and that several claims that have already 
accrued are unpaid. 

VW bether the first approprietion has been economically expend- 
ed or not, ince if is expended, it will be necessary to make a 
further appropriation io mes! ihe contingent expenses that will 
hhereniter acerne. “They, therefore, return the bill, and recom- 
mend it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. Hill, chairman of the commiitee to which was referred a 
bill relating to lands in Peters’ colony, reported the same back 
with the following amendments : 

In gection 3, line iifteen, alter “unless,” strike out balance of 
line filteon and ail of line sixteen, and insert “by authority of 
the decree of some court of competent jurisdiction: and the 
rights or remedies in law or equity of those who may haye 
made locations or surveys of land within the limits of said colo- 
ny contracts, shall not be impaired or changed by ike passage 
of this act.” 

In section 5, strike out from the word + colony,” in line nine,- 
to the word “ which,” jn line eleyen, 


out 
Mr. Davis introduced joint resolution relative to the. location 
of the various tribes of indians within the limits of Texas; read 
lirst time. 
On motion of Mr. Reeves, Mr. Eddy was added io the com- 
mittee on Eingrossed Bills. s 


ORDERS OF TEE DAY. 


The following bilis were severally reac third time and passed, 
to Wit: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel W. Cloud and Peter 
J. Bailey ; 

A bill jor the relief of the heirs of Joseph Bayliss, deceased ; 

A bill to incorporate tae Clarksville and Mount Pleasant Turn- 
pike company ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Centreville in Leon county ; 

And a bill to incorporate the town of Mount Vernon in Titus 
county. 

A bill relinquishing to the Connties the State tax for the years 
1552 and 1855: read, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, laid on the 
table. 

A bil! for the relief of James Morris. with the report of the 
committee on Private Land C.sims, offeting an amendment there- 
to, was read, amendment adopted, and bill ordered to been- 
grossed, 

A bill to amend the charter of the town of Goliad, with the 
report OF the compatta. on tue Judiciary, ofiering an amendment, 
Was read, amendment atopiec, and bili ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to iaciiitate the operations of persons engaged in the 
United States coast survey in the State of Texas, with the re- 
port of the catamitiee on ihe Judiciary, offering an amendment 
thereto, was read, amendment adopted, and Dill ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bil! to incorporate the city of Corpus Christi, read and or- 
dered to be eugrossed. 

A bill to provide for the translation of instruments of writing 
in foreign languages, with the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary, offering a substitute therefor, was read, substitute 
adopted, and pill laid on the tabie. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petitions 
of William Ford and the heirs of James W. Taylor, recommend- 
ing that no action be had thereon, was read and adopted, 

A biil granting relief to pre-emptionists, &c. ; read ; 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment : 
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Strike out “ first of January, 1854,” wherever it occurs, and 
insert “thirty-firs: day of August, 1853;° adopted, and bill 
pessed to third reading. 

A bill fixing the rate at which the Texas stock of indemnity 
shall be paid atthe Treasury; read and jaid on the table untl 
to-morrow, i 

A bill] for the relief of Wiliam Hughs; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to quiet the tities to lands in and near Burnet’s colony; 
read second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

- A bill to repeal a joint resolution for the punishment of vagrants, 
approved January 10, 15739; read secord time, and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A biil setting apart and reserving two leagues of land around 
each military post on the frontier for the present use and occu- 
pancy of the United States troops; read Second time, and, on 
wotion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the committee on State Af 
fairs. 3 

Joint resolution to amend the Brd section of the fourth article 
of the constitution ; read second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

Joint resoiution for the benefit of Thomas William Ward; 
read, and, on motion of Nir. Bige:ow, re-referrea to the commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. Reaves, chairmen of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bil to incorporate the Goliad Bridge company ; 

A bil for the relief of Napoleon Devaliz, his legal heirs or 
assigns ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Goacher, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of Silas M. Grace; ~ 

A bill to incorporate the White Gak Bridze company ; 

A bill to incorporate the Trinity Turnpike company ; 

A bil to provice for the publication of an abstract of land 
tifles ; M 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad company ; 

And joint resolution proposing to amend the third section of the 
10th article of the constitution. 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the several ¢eunties of this State, according 
to the requirements of the constitution ; read second time. 


Mr. Dancy moved to Jay it om the table; lost by following 
vote: 


odd 


Yras—Messs. Dancy, Doane, Eddy, Kinney, Parker and 
Sterne—b 

Nays—Messts. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Grey, 
Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit 
and Wilson—15. 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, it was made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

A bill for the relief of J. B. Thacker of San Augustine coun- 
ty; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bil: to encourage the reporting of the decisions of the Su- 
preme court; read and ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to authorize the county clerk of Refugio county to 
transcribe certain records in his office; read and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill changing the names of Av- 
toinette Scott and Sidney Way, which originated in the Senate; 

Also, that the House had passed a bi!l io create the county of 
Burnet. 

A bill to declare the Town Book of the town of Sesnin in 
Guadalupe county, a book of Record, with the report of the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, offering an amendment, was read, 
amendment adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of J. F. Pittman; read and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bil making an appropriation to pay Joab B. Harrell, sheriff 
of Williamson county, for taking a convict to the Penitentiary, 
and the report of the committee on Finance thereon, were read 
and jaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, joint resolation requesting’ the 
President of the United Siates to demand of the Government of 
Spain, ihe immediate release of Mr. Jobn S. Thrasher, was 
taken up. 

Mr. Gray offered as 2 substitute for the resolution, joint resolu 
tion concerning the case of Mr. Jobn & Thrasher. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until three 
o'clock p. m. 

3 OCLOCE, P, M. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. : 

The question being on the adoption of the substitute offered 
by Mr. Gray for joint resoitition requesting the President of tha 
United States to demand of the government of Spain, the imme- 
diate release of Mr. John S. Thrasher, was carried, and joint 
resolution ordered to be engrossed. 


345 


A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hubert; read. i 
Mr. Hill moved to amend the bill by striking out “ Benjami 
Hubert,” acd inserting “ Peter O. Harness, Wiley Morse and Am- 

brose ‘Basse, or their assigns; ” adopted. 

The yeas and nays were-then called on passing the bill to third 
reading, and were as follows: i 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Kinney, 
Meusebach and Truit—7. ns 

Navs—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Parker, Scott, Sterne and T'aylor—11. 

So the Senate refused to- pass the bill to third reading, 

Mr. Sterne moved to reconsider the vote just taken, and, on 
motion of Mr. Scott, the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Kinney presented certain papers relating to the election of 
John 5. Ford as Senator of the 2ist Senatorial district. 

Mr. Dancy mored to refer the papers to the committee on Pivi- 
leges and Elections; lost. p i 

Mr. Kinney moved that Mr. John S. Ford be allowed to take 
the oath prescribed by the constitution, and his seat, as Senator ; 
carried by the following vote: : 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Eddy, Hill, 
Ko ee Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, Taylor and 
irait—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Barks, Dancy, Duggan, Grimes, Hart, Reaves, 
Scott and Wilson—8. : 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the papers relating to the election of 
Mr. Ford, were refered to the committee on Privileges and: Elec- 
tions. 

A bill forthe relief of the persons taken prisoners by the 
Mexican army at the Mission of Refugio, in 1841, with the Te- 
port of the ccmmittee on Claims and Accounts, recommendin 
that it be referred to the committee on the Judiciary, was a 
and adopied. 

A bill authorizing the issuing duplicate land warrants; read 
and passed to third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Martha C. Lee; read and passed to 
third reading. 

Mr. Merriman presented the petition of Jane Lockhart; re- 
ferred to the committee on Claims and Aceounts. i 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of A. McKenzie; referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

. A dill to amend an act authorizing the county courts to issue 
unconditional certificates in certain cases, with the report of the 
cc 
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committee on the Judiciary, offering a substitute therefor, was 
read, substitute adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed, 

A bili requiring the Comuussioner of the General Land Office 
io issue patents for four leagues of the school jands of Wash- 
imgion county ; read, and, on motion of Mr. Sterne, laid on the 
tabis. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, Mr. Ford, Senator elect from the 
Zist Senatorial district composed of the counties of Travis, 
Hays and Gillespie, took the oath prescribed by the constitution 
and his seat. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petiton af Howard & Ogden, recommending that H be laid on 
the tabis, was read and adopted. 

Mr. Hill made the following report : . 

The special committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Samuel B, Brigham, asking relief as auministrator of the estate 
of A, Brigham, deceased, Treasurer of te late Repnblic of Texas, 
have carsinily examined the same, and beirg satisfied that the 
cixcumsiabees creating the necessity jor the relief asked jor were 
not the result ol any fault in the petitioner or the deceased, have 
instrncted me to report the accompanying bill, and recommend 
ifs passage. 

A bill jor the relief of Samuel B. Brigham, administrator of 
& Brigham, deceased; read first time. 

A bill appropriating five hundred thousand dollars to the im- 
jworement of the rivers, with the report of the committee on In- 
ternal Wnprovemenis, offering amendments thereto, was read. 

Mr. Gray offered the icllowing as a substitute for the amend- 
meni of the committee to the caption : 

oe making appropriations for the improvement of rivers ;* 

Mr. Hill offered the following as an amendment to the second 
amendment offered by the committee : 

insert after the word “Trinity,” the words “as follows: $22.500, 

_to be applied to the improvement of the Trinity river abore 

Magnolia, and 22,50) to be applied below Magnolia;” adopied. 

r. Sterne offered the following amendment to come in after 

the clause relating to ihe Neches and Argeiina: “to be applied 

as follows: $15,006 to the river Neches, $10,000 to the Anceli- 
na and 3,000 io the Attoyac :” adopted. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: 

Amend by adding, “ that the sumo $45,000, is appropriated 
fer the Bio Grande and Brazos St. Jago amd the Laguna Madre, 
wom mid harbor te Point Isabel.” 
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Mr, Eddy moved to postpone the bill until the 4th day of July 
next; lost by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Burks, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Reaves and 
Taylor—7. 

Nars—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Dug- 
gan, Ford, Gray, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, 
Sterne, Truit and Wilson—i6. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 


` Torspay, January 20, 1862. 


‘The Senate was called to order py the President, pursuant to 
adjoutament—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—rell called—quo- 
ram present. 

The journel of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Truitt presented the petition of Geo. W. Browning; re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. i 

Mr. Duggan presented the petition of John Harwood; referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Dancy presenied the petition of sundry citizens of Bastrop; 
referred to the committee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. Merriman presented the memorial ef Ashbel Smith; te- . 
ferred to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: 

-The committee on Private Land Claims have examined the 
petition of Charles R, Slaughter, and find from the facts presented 
that Mr. Slaughter emigrated to Texas in the year 1840, and was 
a single man, and, under the law, was entitled to a head-right for 
320 acres of land. The committee, therefore, report a bill for 
his relief, and recommend its passage. ; 

A bill for the relief of Charles R. Slanghter; read first time. 

Mr. Grimes made the following report: 

The committee on Finance, to which was referred a joint reso- 
lution for the benefit of Thomas Wm. Ward, have obtain ed tha 
evidence of his rank of captain of artillery at the sterming of 
Bexar in December, 1835, which they submit, and trust that $ 
will be satisfactory to the Senate. S 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, reported 
back to the Senate a bill setting apart and reserving two leagues 
of jen around each military post on the frontier for the present 
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uss and occupancy of the United States troops, and recommend 
its passage, , os a 

Mr. Hart, from the committee on Public Lands, to which were 
referred a bill for the relief of Jesse Billingsly, assignee of Noah 
Smithwick, and a bill for the relief of Noah Smithwick, reported 
the same back to the Senate for their consideration. 

Mr. Day made the following report : 

The committee on Public Lands, to which was referred a bill 
for the relief of William McFarlin, have had the same under 
consideration ; and a majority of the committee have instructed 
me to report it back, and recommend its passage. 

Mr. Ford introduced a bill to amend the several acts-for the 
incorporation of the city of Austin ; read first time. ‘ 

Mr. Merriman introduced a bill to incorporate the Trinity Col- 
lege ; read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to incorporate the Brownsville 
Rail-road Company; read first time. : 

Mr, Taylor introduced a bill supplementary to an act concern- 
ing the estates of deceased soldiers, approved December 17, 1851 ; 
read first time. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to provide for payment, in part, 
of the debt of the late Republic of Texas ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

” Mr. Hill, chairman of the committee on Public Debt, to which 
was referred the petition of McKinney & Williams, reported a 
bill for their relief; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Hill, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
petition of H. R. W. Hill, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, Mr, Ford was added to the various 


standing committees of which the late Senator Burleson was a 
member. i 


-On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill to create the sixth military 
division was taken from the table and placed among the orders 
of the day. l 


On motion of Mr. Bogart, abill to prevent locations and the 
patenting of land within the limits of the grant known as Peters’ 
eel was taken from the table and placed among the orders of 
the day. 


A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to create the county of Orange; 
a bill concerning irrigation property; and a bill appropriating a 
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certain public building in the city of Austin for the use of the 
Supreme Court. ; 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. ` y% 


The following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, to wit: 

A bill granting relief to certain pre-emption claimants, by ex- 
tending the time within which said claimants are required, by 
the second section of an act passed January the 22d, 1845, 
‘granting to settlers on vacant public domain pre-emption pri- 
vileges,” to have the land, including their improvements, covered 
with a valid certificate; and 

A bill to provide for the publication of an abstract of land 
titles. : 

A bill authorizing the issuing duplicate land warrants; read 
third time and rejected. 

On motion of Mr, Gray, the vote just taken was re-considered, 
and bill laid on the table. s ' 

Mr. Taylor moved to re-consider the vote which adopted the 
amendment offered by Mr. Hill, to a bill making appropriations 
for the improvement of rivers, by inserting after the word “ Tri- 
nity,” as follows: “$22,500 to be applied to the improvement of 
the Trinity river above Magnolia, and $22,500 to be applied be- 
low Magnolia.” a 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the motion was laid on the table. 

A bill to apportion the Senators and ‘Representatives of the Le- 
gislature among the several counties of this State, according to 
the requirements of the constitution ; read. 

Mr. Meusebauch offered the following amendment: - 

Strike out, in section 1, No. 27, the words “and Comal,” and 
add “ Comal,” in No. 31; adopted. i 

Mr. Eddy offered the following amendment : 

Amend the third section— a 

Jn 32d line, strike out “ Jasper” and insert “ Tyler.” 

33d line, strike out “Sabine” and insert * Jasper.” 

34th ling, strike out “ Sabine” and insert * Tyler.” 

37th line, strike out “ Tyler” and insert “ Sabine.” 
So as to read as follows: 

32d—Angelina and Tyler, one. 

$3d—Newton and Jasper, one. a 

34th— Angelina, Jasper, Newton, and Tyler, one. 

87th—Sabine, one. Adopted: — 

Mr. Davis moved to amend first section by striking “ Trinity” 

‘out of the 16th Senatorial District. 


a 


259 


On mation of Mr. Davis, it was laid on the table. 

Mr. Taylor moved to strike out “thirty-three,” in seeomd line 
of first section; lost by the following vote: 

Yuas— Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Day, Doane, Ford, Gray, 
Kinney, Parker, Sterne, Taylor aud Truit—12. 

Navs—Messrs. Armsirong, Bigelow, Bogart, Duggan, Eddy, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Scott and 
Wilson—13. 7 

Mr. Day offered the following amendment : l 

Strike ont “thirty” and insert “twenty-six” in second Time of 
first section ; rejected by the following vote: 

Yras— Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Dey, Ford, 
Kinney and ‘Prait—. 

Nays—Moessrs Bigelow, Bogart, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Hil, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reares, Scott, Steme, Tay- 
ior and Wilson—15, 

Mr. Scot offered the following amendment : 

Sirike outof the 6th Senatorial District, the word “ Yan Zaps,” 
and sad to the third Senatorial District, after the word + Heat,” 
the words “ Yan Zandt’; adopted. 

Mr, Armstrong offered the folowing amendment: 

In section 3, 43d line, strike out “ Walker and Grimes” and 
insert “ McLennan”; end in 4Sth line, strike ont “ McLennan”; 
rejected, 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment: 

Amend third section, 50th line, after “Burleson,” insert “and 
Miam”; and ip 4$th line, strike ont “Milam” before “ Bell”; 
adopted, 

Mr. Scott offered the ioliowing amendment : ; 

Strike out “Harrison and Upshur,” in line 17, section 3, and 
add “ three” for Harrison in line 15, section 3; adopted. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “ Kinsey,” in the 29th, and insert it in the Sist Se- 
natorial District ; adopted. 

Mr. Hady offered the following amendment : 

Amend 4th section by striking out+Jasper” and insert * Tyler” 
for the 324 District: strike ont “ Sabine” and insert * Jasper” in 
23d District; adopted. 

Mr. Bogart moved to amend by adding * Collin,” iz 7th Dis- 
triet, Bd section: carried. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned antil 3 o’clack p. m. 


j 3 O'CLOCK; F. = W- 
Senate met—roil called—guorum present, 
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The question being on the amendment offered by Mr, Davis. 
striking out “ Trinity” from the 16th Senatorial Distriat, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the amendment was aid om the table. 

Mr. Davis moved to re-consider the vote which adopted the 
amendment offered by Mr. Eddy to the third section ; lost. 

‘Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: 

Stkike out “Cherokee and Anderson,” and give Anderson two 
Representatives ; rejected, 

Mr. Davis moved to amend by striking out + Friaity” from the 
16th, and adding it to the 13th; adopted, 

Mr. Kinney moved to amend by striking out ’ Starr and Re- 
fugio,” in the 29th District. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the bill and amendment were laid 
on peas and made the special order of the dav for Thursday 
the 22d. 

A bill for the relief of Napoleon Devailtz, his legal heirs or as- 
signs ; read, and on motion of Mr, Hit, laid on the table. 

Joint resolution proposing to amend the third section of the 
16th article of the constitution ; read third time-and passed by 
the following vote: 

Yas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Day, Ed- 
dy, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Mensebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Taylor and Truit—15. 

Naxys—Messrs. Davis, Duggan, Hill) Merriman and Wilson 


aon 

A bill te incorporate the Goliad Bridge Company; read third 
time and passed by a constitutional majority. 

On motion of Ar. Taylor, a joint resolution proposing to amend 
the second section of the 10th artiele of the constitution was taken 
up, read second time, and referred to the committee on Educa- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill relating to lands in Peters’ colony 
was made the special order of the day for to-morraw. 

A bill to create the sixth military division; read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, “Nueces” was inserted after “Webb,” 
in third and last lines of first section; the bill was then 

assed. l 
i A bill for the relief of Mattha ©. Lee ; 

A bill for the relief of Christopher Troutz; - 

A biii for the relief of the heirs of James Goacher, senit., de- 
ceased, and 

A bill for the relief of Silas M. Grace, were severally read a. 
third time and passed. ; 

A bill to incorporate the Trinity Tumpike Company, and a 
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bill to incorporate the White Oak Bridge Company ; read sere- 
rally a third time, and passed by a consututional majority. 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement of rivers; 
read, and on motion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table. 

Joint resolution to amend the 30th section of the General Pro- 
visions of the Constitution ; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Hill, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill granting two leagues of land to the Chapel Hill college 
in Titus county; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to amend and continue in force an act to incorporate the 
Colorado Mining Company, and other companies for similar pur- 
poses, &c. ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, refer- 
red to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to extend the provisions of an act approved February 8, 
1850, to investigate jand titles in certain counties therein named ; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the parment of George T. Wood two thoy- 
sand one hundred dollars; read second time and referred to the 
committee on Finatice. 

A bill requiring the assessors and colleetots to take the number 
oi those entitled todo military duty; read second time and referred 
to the committee on the Militia. 

A bill for the relief of John Conner, a Delaware Chief; read 
second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


TN aea 


WEDNESDAY, January 21, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjourment—prayer by the Rey. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: 

‘The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of A. McKenzie, have considered the same, and find 
that a headright certificate ior one league and one labor was is- 
sued te him in Heuston county—that the same was not recom- 
mended by the travelling board of land commissioners—that on 
or about the 4th day of July, 1847, the certificate was placed in 
the hands of Ochiltree & Jennings, attorneys, for the purpose of 
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bringing suit in accordance with the constitution, and that the 
certificate was lost or mislaid by them before suit was com- 
menced, The committee have instructed me to report a bill for 
his relief and recommend its passage. 

A bili for the relief of Alexander McKenzie; read first time. ° 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition of G. W. Browning, reported a bill for his relief, 
waich was read first time. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to which 
was referred a bill to authorize the Auditor to settle the accounts 
of William G. Cooke, late Quarter Master General, reported that 
the oniy evidence adduced is an abstract from the records of the 
Auditor's office, which they submit to the Senate, with the bill, 
for their consideration. f 

Ar. Grimes, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate a biil making an appropriation to complete the General 
Land ouice, and recommended its passage. | 

Mi. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


Jantary 20, 1852. 


The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to 
amend an act concerning the incorporation of the city of Nacog- 
doches. It appears that by the first act incorporating said city, 
in 1837, ail the vacant lands within its limits were granted to the 
city, to be sold conjointly by itand the county court, for the pur- 
pose of Luliding a courthouse and jail, which has been done:— 
Another act of incorporation passed in 1850, which reduced the 
limits of the city, and gave exclusive control to it over the vacant 
lots, &c. There ‘are many claims to lots, held by individuals, 
some of the titles to which have been lost, and others imperfect, 
but yet a source of litigation and controversy between the city 
and claimants. The bill proposes to authorize the city to con- 
trol the vacant lands within the limits specified in the old act of 
1837, and to ccmpromise and release to the claimants on fair 
terms, titles to the said lots. To this the committee can perceive 
no good objection ‘They, therefore, recommend its passage, with 
an amendment to the caption. 

P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 

Amend the ae ae by striking: out the words “to amend,” and 
inserting “ supplementary to.” 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 


reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 
DD 
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A bili to encourage the reporting of the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court ; 

A bill granting two leagues of land to Chappel Hill College 
in ‘Titus county ; 

A bill for the relief of James Morris ; 

A bill yor the relief of the heirs of Jomes F. Pittraan’: 

A bill for the relief of William Hughs; and 

Join nt resyiution concerning the ease cf Mr John S. Thrasher 
Tr, W S08, chairman ef the commitise on Hduct tisa, t t: 
whom wes referred joint resoiulion proposing to amend the xn 
section oF the 13ih article of the coustitriion, reported that the 
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pedieney of repeaiin a ol laws for the collection of debts in thr 
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2 a report th wit of their investigetion to the Senate. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bi] relating to lands in A eclony, with the report of the 

select committee offering amendments thereto, was read ord 
amendments adopted. 

Mr. Wilson mdyed to fill the blank with “1,700.” 
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Mr. Bogart moved to fill it with “1,850 upon which the 
yeas and nays wereas follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bogart, Gray, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meuse- 
bach, Parker and Sterne—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Davis, 
Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Grimes, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and 
Wison—lLi; lost. 

The blank was then filled with “1,700,” by the following 
vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Aleusebach, Parker, 
Sterne and Wilson---15. 

-Navs—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Scott, 
Taylor and Truit—s. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which rejected a bill for the relief of Benjamin Hubert, was 
tikes from the table and vote reconsidered. 

A bili appropriating a certain public building in the city of 
Ausin for the use of the supreme court; read first time, and, on 


bii read taird time and passed. 

cir Reaves, chairman of the committee on Hngrossed Bills, 
reported the following bilis correctly engrossed, to wit : 

A El to provide for the issuance of unconditional certificates 
to craimants 5 . 

A tii to declare the Town Book of Seguin in Guadalupe 
ecunty, a Look of record ; F 

A Lili tor the reitef of J. B. Thacker of San Augustine county ; 

A bul to authorize the county clerk.of Refugio county to tran- 
serike certain records in his office; _ 

A bill to incorporate the city of Corpus Christi; and 

A bill to authorize John Nelson, Andrew Stapp, Leroy Clem- 
ents and their associates to construct a bridge and Turnpike road 
across the east fork of Trinity river in Collin county, 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill to extend the provisions of an 
act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of 
Texas, approved March 20,1848, and the amendments offered by 
the committee, were taken up. 


Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment to the first amend- 
ment of the committee. : 


* And further, that any claim heretofore audited, wherein the 
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original vouchers ate sufficient to show that the Government re- 
ceived par value, or any value greater than that for which it was 
audited, it shall be the duty of the Auditor and Comptroller to 
re-examine such claims, and audit them at the value which the 
Government realized for them, under the same rules and restric- 
tions provided in this section for claims hereafter presented ;” 
rejected by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Gray, Hil, Kinney, 
Merriman and Wiison—S8. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Ford, 
Grimes, Hart, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor 
and Pruit— 15. l 7 

Mr. Reaves offered the following amendment to the amendment 
offered by the committee: 

e Provided, that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
apriy to any claims against the State or Republic of Texas other 
than for services rendered the Republic or State of Texas ;” 
resected, 

“The first amendment offered by the committee was then re- 
jected. -~ 

Mr. Hii offered the following amendment to the 2nd amend- 
ment of the committee: 

* Aelist of which duplicates, so granted, shall be by them re- 
ported to the next Legislature ;” rejected. é 

Tie 2nd amendment of the committee was then rejected. 

Mr. Gray moved to postpone the bili until Saturday next ; lost. 

Mr. Gray moved to refer the bill to a Select committee. 

Qn motion of Mr. Bogart, a call ef the Senate was made. 

Mr. Taylor moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock p. m.; carried 
Ly the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, ~ 
Gmimes, Hart, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Truit—12. ; 

Nays—Messts. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Ford, Gray, Hill, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Sterne and Wilson—10. 

3 O'CLOCK, P, M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
The Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after absent members, 2 
call of the Senate pending when the Senate adjourned. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, the call of the Senate was suspend- 
ed. "The yeas and nays were then called on Mr. Gray’s motion 
to refer the bill toa Select committee, and were as follows: 

_ Yeas—WMessrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Doane, 
Duggan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, 
Scott, Trait and Wilson—16, 
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Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Hill, Meusebach, 


Reaves and Taylor—8 ; referred. 

Messrs. Grimes, Gray, Dancy, Davis and Wilson were appoint- 
ed said committee, 

A. bill to encourage the reporting of the decisions of the su- 
preme court; read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was amended by inserting 
after “officer,” the words “and specifying the humber of pages 
each volume contains.” The bill was then passed. 

Joint resolution concerning the case of Mr. John S. Thrasher; 
read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, ‘it was amended by inserting after 
the word “renounced,” the words “ and abjured.” 

The joint resolution was then passed. 

The following bills were severally read third time and passed, 
to wit: 

A bill for the relief of James Morris ; 

A bill to authorize the county clerk of Refugio county to tran- 
scribe certain records in his office ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James F. Pittman ; 

A bill to declare the Town Book of the town of Seguin in 
Guadalupe county, a book of record ; 

A bill for the relief of William Hughs; 

A bill to provide for the issuance of unconditional certificates 
to legal claimants : 

A bill for the relief of Napoleon Devaltz, his legal heirs or 
assigns ; 

A bill to incorporate the city of Corpus Christi; and 

A bill for the relief of J. B. Thacker of San Augustine county. 

A bill to authorize John Nelson, Andrew Stapp, Leroy Clem- 
euts and their associates, to construct a bridge and turnpike road 
across the east fork of Trinity in Collin county; read third time 
and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill for the relief of John Conner, a Delaware chief; read. 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment, to come in after 
the word “law :” 

“ Which certificate shall not be sold or transferred by said 
Conner; but the land located by virtue thereof, shall be solely 
for the use of himself and family ;” adopted. 

Mr. Mensebach offered the following amendment : 

“Provided, that said location or survey shall not be made 
within the limits of the colony of the German Emigration com- 
pany, heretofore Fisher and Miller’s grant ;” adopted. 

Mr, Armstrong offered the following amendment : . 
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“Provided, that heshall not be required to pay dues or ofice 
fees thereon : ” adopted, 

The bi was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote : 

YeEas—Messrs. Armstrong, Dogart, Davis, Deane, Eddy, Gray. 
Grimes, Hart, Hull, Kinney, Parker, Reaves, Truitand Wilson—- 
14, 

Nays—-Messrs. Buris. Dancy, Duggan, Merriman, Scott and 


expenses of both Housss cf the Legislature; read socend ti 
end passed to third reading. 
On metior of Mr. Duggan, the ru 
third time and passed. 
A till suppiementary to an act to regulate proccedings in the 


county courts, relating to guardians and Wards, approved March 
20, 1848; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. ‘Tayler, Te- 
ferred to the committee On the Juciciary. 

A bill to provide fer the ezcetion of a State Capitel; read sec- 
ond time, and, en motion cf Mr. Scott, referred to the committe: _ 
en State Affairs. 

A bill for the reef cf William Weich of Limestone county : 
rend and passed to third reading, 

The resolution of the Senats requiring the Adjutant Generc. 
to inform the Senate if eny fre-arms have been reeelyed from 
the government of the United Sates, &.; read and adopted. 

A bil for the relief cf Samuel B. Brigham, administrator cz 
Asa Brigham, deceased : read second time, and ordered to be en- 
eTossed, 
~ A bY] for the relief cf the heirs of Mrs. Nancy Anderson: 
read second time, and relerred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A Lill for the relief of John F. Ramsdale; read second time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Hii, “Jobn F. Ramsdale, assignee of John 
¥. Stewart.” was stricxen out, and “John V. Stewart, his heirs 
er assigns” inserted, and hill ordered to be engrossed, 

A. Lill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Texas Monu- 
mental committce, with the report of the committee on Education. 
offering an amendment thereto, was read, amendment adopted, 
and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bili to define the third judicial district, and to fix the time of 
holding the courts therein; read second time, and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

- Á Hill to organize the thirteenth judicial district of the State of 


359 


Texas; read second time, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to define the ninth judicial district, and to fix the time 
of holding the courts therein ; read second time, and referred to 
the committee on the J udiciary, 

Joint resolution relative to the location of the various tribes of 
Indians within the limits of Texas; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr, Davis, referred to the committee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew Roach, read, and 
passed to third reading. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Norman, deceased ; 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill relinquishing the right of Me 
_ State to certain lands therein named. 

A bill for the relief of Wiiliam McFarlin; read. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was amended by striking out 
the second section. ‘The bill was then passed to third reading. 

A bil for the relief of Jesse Billingsly, assignee of Noah 
Smithwick ; read. 

Mr. Hart moved to amend by striking out 1,280,” and in- 
serting “960; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill was amended by striking 
out “Jesse Billingsly, assignee,” and inserting after “Smith- 
wick,” the words his heirs or < assigns.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Noah Smithwick ; read, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

A bill fixing the rate at which the Texas stoek of indemnity 
shall be paid at t the Treasury ; ; read, 

Mr. Duggan moved to strike ont “three,” and insert “five;” 
ost. 

Mr, Bogart moved to strike out “ five per cent.;” lost, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the benefit of Thomas William Ward ; 
read. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the blank was filled with “ three 
hundred dollars,” 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yuas—Messrs, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Duggan; 


Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Merriman, Meusebach, Pee Truit 
and Wilson—15. 
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Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Hart, Parker and Scott 


A bill setting apart and reserving two leagues of land around 
each military post on the frontier, for the present use aad occu- 
pancy of the United States troops; read. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment: 

“Provided, that it does not conflict with any legal location 
already made,” 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the Senate adjourned uatil 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Tucrspay, January 22, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rey. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rum present. i 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Meusebach presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Bexar county, praying the passage of a law to suppress gaming; 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary; 

Mr. Eddy presented the petitiun of the citizens of Jasper 
county, asking for an act incorporating Red River, Sabine and 
Galveston Railroad and Navigation Company; referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements, 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill to facilitate the operations of persons engaged in the 
United States Coast Survey in the State of Texas; 

A bill for the relief of John Conner, a Delaware Chief; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Brigham, administrator of 
Asa Brigham, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Norman, deceased 

Mr. Eddy presented the petition of the citizens of Sabine 
county, asking a change of county line; 

Mr. Eddy, also, presented the petition of sundry citizens cf 
Jasper county, asking a change of county line, which were refer- 
red to the committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: . 

Your committee on Private Land Claims have considered the 
petitions of Jobn N. Sowell and John Harwell. It appears 
from the facts in these cages, that the petitioners were entitled 
to headright certificates, and applied to the County Court of 
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Gonzales county, in the year 1845, and the said court issued to 
them unconditional certificates for the amount of lands to which 
they were entitled. The county courts at that time were not 
authorized to issue such certificates. The petitioners now pray 
the Legislature to make valid said certificates, as though they 
have been legally issued. Your committee can see no good 
reason why petitioners should not berelieved. They, therefore, 
report a bill for their relief and recommend its passage; all of 
which is submitted. 

A. bill to legalize certain headright certificates issued by the 
county court of Gonzales county; read first time. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, re- 
ported back to the Senate a bill to provide for the erection of 
the State Capitol, end joint resolution to amend the third sec- 
tion of the fourth article of the constitution, and recommended 
their passage. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief Michael Pevitoe, jr., and Michael J. Brake, 
have considered the same, and find hat the persons named in 
this bill were in the battle of San Jacinto, and were entitled 
by law to 640 acres of land, which land, it appears, they have 
never received. The committee, therefore, have instructed me 
to report the bill back without amendment and recommend its 
passage, 

Mr, Wilson introduced a bill supplementary to an act to in- 
corporate the city of LaVaca; read first time. 

n motion of Mr. Day, a bill for the relief of P. H. Pearson 
was taken from the tableand placed among the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the several counties of this State, according 
to the-requirements of the constitution, read. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Kinney to strike out Starr 
and Refugio counties from 29th article, was rejected. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following amendments : 


Amend third section by striking ont “four” in the 24th re- 
presentative district, and inserting “three ;” i 
In 23d district, strike out “ Anderson” and insert “ Rusk;” 


In the 21st district, insert “two;” rejected by the following 
vote: a 
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Yess—Mesers. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Doane, Ford, IGN, 


Menusebach and Parker—S. 

Nays—Meesrs. Armstrong, Burks, Davis, Day, Duggan, 
Eddy, Grimes, Fart, Merriman, Reaves, Scott, Tayler, Truit, 
Wiliams and Wisen—t15. 

Mr. Day offered the following amendment: 

Amend the uth representative district by adding after * Bur- 
leson,” the word “and Washington; ” rejected. 

Mr. Gray ofered the following amendment: 

Amend by inserting in Ist scetion, 24 Une, after the words 
“entitled to,” tLe words “ and elect.” 

In No. 1, strike cmt “shail elect one Senator” and strike ont 
the werds “one Senator,” wherever they cecur in the Ist sec- 
tion; adopted, and hill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bil setting apert ead reserving two leagues of lend around 
each military pest «iu the frentier for the present use and ocen- 
pancy of the United States troops, read. 

The amendimet oferel by Mr. Taylor on yesterday was 
adopted. 

My. Dancy ofered the following amendment: 

In section 2d. old before “ provided,” the words “or until the 
Legisicture shail otherwise direct;” adopted. 

Ar. Meusebach ofvred the folowing amendment: 

“ And) further provided, that such location and survey shall 
not be made within the mis of the culuny grant of the Ger- 
man Emigration Cunany;? adopted. 

Mr. Gray offered the flowing amendment: 

Add to 2d seetion, “and such land shall not be subject to lo- 
cation, wut shall remain subject to further disposition by the 
State ;” adopted, and Dill ordered to be engrossel by the tol- 
lowing vote: ne 

Yeas—Mesers. Armstrong, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Gray, 
Grimes, Hart, Hii, Merriman, Meuzcbach, Reaves, Sterne, Tay- 
lor, Williams and Wilson—16. 

Nays—Messis. Bigelow, Burks, Daucy, Day, Duggan, Eddy, 
Ford, Parker, Sectt and Truit—10. 

Mr. Dancy, by. leave, introduced a bill to provide for the 
construction of railroads in Texas; reed first time. 

A bill to establish a system of common schools, made the 
special order of the day for Monday nest. 

On motion of Mr, Day, a bill requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue patents for four leagues of the 
school lands of Washington county, was taken from the table 
and placed among the orders of the day. 


ae 
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„A bill for the relief of James H. Neely, read second time, 
and, on motion of. Mr. Wilson, amended. by striking out the 
2d section; the bill was then rejected. 

el enough of Mr. Parker, the vote just taken was recon- 
sidered. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the bill was amended by striking 

-out that portion relating to his pay. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill to Incorporate the Aransas 
and Goliad Road Company was taken from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until three 
o'clock p. m. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quo- 
rum present. 

Mr. Reaves moved that the Secretary be authorized to em- 
loy an assistant to the Engrossing and Enrolling Clerks of the 
enate, when necessary, to be paid out of the contingent find ; 

carried. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, te 
whom was referred a joint resolution instructing our Senators 
and requesting our Representatives in Congress to procure the 

assage of a law providing for the payment of Capt. William 

. Elliotts company of Texas mounted volunteers, reported 
the same back and recommended its passage. 

A bill to create the county of Burnet; 

A pill to relinquish the right of the State to certain lands 

therein named ; 
' A bill to create the county of Orange, and 

A bill concerning irrigation property—were severally read a 
first time. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Norman, deceased; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill granting two leagues of land to the Chapel Hill Col- 
lege in Titus county; read. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment as an additional 
section : 

“Sro. That the Austin College, Montgomery Academy, the 
Anderson Male and Female Institute, the Guadalupe m 
School Association at Seguin, the Georgetown Academy, the 
Masonic Institute at Marshall, Harrison county, the Galveston 
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College, the Trinity College, and the Austin Male Academy, be 
entitled to the benefits of this act.” 

Mr. Day offered the following amendment: 

“That two leagues of land be also granted to the Chappel 
Hil College at Chappell Hill, in the county of Washington; 
and also two leagues of land to the Masonic Academy at Wash- 
ington in the county of Washington.” 

Mr. Parxer offered the following amendment: 

* Also two leagues to the Academy at Palestine in the county 
of Anderson; two leagues to the Academy at the town of 
Crockett in the county of Houston, and two leagues to the 
Academy at the town of Rusk in the county of Cherokee.” 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the bill and amendments were re- 
ferred to the committee on Education. 

A lil tu amend the charter of the town of Goliad; 

A bill tor the relief of Samuel B. Brigham, administrator of 
Aso Brigiam, deceased; 

A bill tir the relief of John Conner, a Delaware Chief; 

And 2 in to facilitate the operations of persons engaged in 
the Unitel States Coast Survey, in the State of Texas, were 
severaliy road a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned to ten o'clock 
to-morrow morning, 


Fripay, January 23, 1852. 


"The Senate was calied to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev, Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rum present—the journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the Le- 
gisiature among the several counties of this State, according to 
the requirements of the constitution; and 

A bill setting apart and reserving two leagues of land around 
each military post on the frontier, for the present use and occu- 
pancy of tre United States troops. 

ifr. Tay:or made the following report: 


January 22, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W, HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 
The committee on Private Land Claims have considered a bill 
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for the relief of the heirs of Mrs. Nancy Anderson, deceased, and 

report—that it appears, from: the testimony of Hon. Jesse Grimes 

and Isaac Parker, that Mrs. Anderson, with her family of chil- 

dren, was a resident of Texas before and at the time of the dec- 

laration of independence; that she received an order of survey 

for a league of land, which was located in the territory now 

known as Grimes county, in Montgomery land district; the land 

was settled upon by the family, and has been occupied and 

claimed by her and her heirs ever since. It was surveyed be- 

fore the revolution, the fees of survey paid by the hard labor of 
her children, and the field-notes returned to the commissioner of 
titles for Austin’s colony; but owing to the breaking out of the 
revolution, and closing the land-offices, no title was made. All 

the papers connected with her claim were deposited as a part of 
the public archives in the General Land Office. Mrs. Ander- 
son’s death, and the ignorance of her children of their rights and 
the state of the title, prevented their making application for 
title, or issuance of a headright under the law of 1837. The 

land is known on the plat of Montgomery District, as league No, 

1, and is well known as Mrs. Anderson’s league; and no loca- 

tion has been made on it, so far as the returns in the office show. 

The claim is a just one; and as such, the committee return it for 

the consideration of the Senate. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


M. D. K. TAYLOR, Chairman. 


Mr. Ford, chairman of the committee on the Militia, to which 
was referred a bill requiring the assessors and collectors of taxes 
to take the number of those Hable to do military duty, reported 
the same back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Ford also made the following report: 

7 Austin, January 22, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Militia, to whom was referred a bill for 
the relief of the persons taken prisoners by the Mexican army at 
the Mission of Refugio, in 1841, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and find the following a statement of the circum- 
stances : 

On the morning of the 18th September, 1841, a party of about 
eighty Mexicans, commanded by Calvia and Agaton, made a 
descent rege the Mission of Refugio, killed one man, robbed the 
place, and carried off six or seven men as captives. The prison- 
ers were taken to Lampasos, compelled to labor by the authori- 
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ties, and at the end of six or eight months, were released by or- 
der of the government of Mexico, 

The committee beg leave to report the bill back to the Senate, 
and ask to be discharged from further consideration of the same. 

JOHN S. FORD, Chairman. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, reported 
back a bill to provide for the levying of a road tax for the county 
of Montgomery, and recommended its passage, with the following 
amendments : 

Amend the caption so as to read~-“ A bill to authorize the 
county of Montgomery, and such oth er coun ties as may accept 
the provisions of this act, to levy a road tax.” 

Acd au additional section as follows : 

“bat any other county in this State may avail itself ofthe 
wenelits of this act, in the manner herein prescribed for the county 
JT louigomery, 2 

Ste ike cut the lath section. 

Mr Grinies, from the same committee, to which was referred 
1 Lil to provide for payment, in part, of the debt of the late Re- 
puvie of Teras, reported the same back and recommended its 
palsoe, Titu the “loving amendments: 

in cecnon 1. Hne- 4 afler “any,” rusert “frst class claim au- 
tsd in mis own name.” In same line, strike out “audited 
vema 

“ir, Havis. chairman of the committee on State Affairs, reported 
taci to the Scuate, a bill to donate a league of land to the widow 
ane heira of Maj aior William S. Henry, deceased, and recom- 
mended 13 posege, 

bar. Wilson introduced a bill for the relief William C. Swear- 

mgm; read ticst time. 

Dir ‘Trt introduced a bill to incorporate the Sabine Turn- 
pie company, in Panola county ; read first time. 

Cia motion of Mr. Truit, tae rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the Senate adjonrned until 3 o’clock 

THREE O'CLOCK P, M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to pay Frederick Dawson; read 
first time. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 


367 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following : 
An act for the reliet of the estate of Jabez Fitzgerald, deceased ; 
An act to create the county Hidalgo; 

ae act for the relief of Andrew Č. Walters and Albert Ema- 
nue 

An act confirming the action of the Auditor and Comptroller 
under the provisions of an act of the Legislature “to provide for 
ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas,” approved 
March 2 Oth, 1548, and the act supplementary thereto, approved 
February $, 1850, and find them correctly enrolled: and that 
they were on this day deposited with the Governor for his ap- 

roval. ~ 
r The ioliowing communication from the Adjutant-General was 
read, andon motion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the committee on 
the Militia : 
ADIUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Austin, January 23, 1852. 
To the Honorable the Senate of Teres: 

In obedience to a resolution passed by your bady, I have the 
honor to State, that Brevet Brig, General G. Talcott, Ordnance 
Officer, ay ‘ashington city, D, Cf forwarded to this State 640 mus- 
kets in 82 boxes, aud informed the Executive of the fact; stating 
that this oe of arms was due the State, under a law of Con- 
gress passid 23d of April. 1808. - 

The ale arrived at Galveston, where they remained some 
time, (thre being no appropriation for their transportation to this 
place, J Last s immer the Governor despatched Col. Ben. F. 
Hil, Adjutent-tieneral, to contract for, and superintend the con- 
veyance “of the same to the seat of government. 

I find here in store 23 boxes, unopened, apparently i in good 
condition, Iam informed by my predecessor, Col. Hill, that 8 
Soxes were icft, for want of transportation, in W fashington on the 

3razos, in store with Mr. Wood, merchant of that ‘place ; and 
that one box was sent, by order of the Governor, to the peniten- 
tiary, Some arms being necessary at that place. 

T have the konor to be, very respectfully, &c., 


JAMES 8. GILLETT, 


Adjutant-General. 

Mr. Doane introduced a bill extending the provisions of “an 

act to reduce into one act and to amend the several acts relating 

to the establishment of a General Land Office,” approved Decem- 
ber 14th, 1887; read first time. 


Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
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reported a bill for the relief of James H. Neely correctiy en- 
grossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Western Hail-Road Company ; 
read third time. 

Gn motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill was amended by striking 
out the second proviso in 16th section. ie bil: then passed, 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bii: granting a larry privilege to P. 
©. Shannon; read first time. 

My. Eddy introduced a bill for the relief of Bluford Brooxs and 
Alaston Latham : : read first time. 

On motion of Air. Armstrong. a Di i ior the investigation and 
determination of ¢.even league : an ciniti ms in Ret arson and part 
of Burnett's cappy, was taker Í rom t abie and made the spe- 
ciai o f the Gav ir Monday th e 25t instant, 
lowing bills were severally read a third time and 
a wit 
the relief of William McFarland 

the reuef of William Weich. of 
for the relief of James H. Neeiy ; 
ar the reef Foli the heirs of Andrew Roach; and 
or the relief af Benjamin Hubert. 
s received from the Housse iniorming the Senatethat 
had aes bii makin ag an pia atak te pay the 
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year inet, ee an o 
0 appostion the are anu Representatives ol she Le- 
en mong the several counties of this State according to 
the re quirements ef the constitution. 

On motion of Vir. Hart. laid on the tabie. 

On motion of a Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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SATURDAY. January 24, 1552. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
ciiournment—prayer by the Rev. Afr. Smith—roil ele ae: 
rum present, i 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Air, Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill relating to lands in Peters’ colony ; 


A bill supplementary fo an act to ane the Texas Monu- 
Mental committes ; 
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A bill fixing the rate at which the Texas stock of indemnity 
shall be paid és the Treasury ; 

A bill for the relief of Noah Smithwiek ; 

A bill requiring the Adjutant General ta issue to Noah Smith- 
wick, his heirs or assigns, a bounty land warrant for 1,280 acres 
of land: 

A bill for the relief of shor V. Stewart, his heirs or assigns; 

And joint resolution for the benedt of Thomas Wm. Ward. 

Mr. Grimes made the following report: 

Avstix, January Zå, 1852. 
To the Ton. J. W. Hrxpenso ON, l 
li 
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: 
Same o. vane eanimities are to the S. sin, 
anene, Shop or corm, thet tne suljeet ean present itself, yet as 
a Tespectoble partion of the eitigons sI Texas aprear opy posed to 
Durica th pri PSE Sronitied oF a consti onal pro- 
vision. ois] eas the reselution,sh wd it ress the Legislature, will 
saiy elon the st vert to the exasiJerntian and direst vote of the 
ARo aea “i ie Stute, oul Mo alrroved by the people, 
thea card have to be ean‘iracl by atwo thisds vote of the 
engi is legesfore. 

He wae aent 52 maie soas io allow ranging, it will þe- 

eae T 

TaS Juty of the Lezisiature, in cranting chatters, to throw 
sugih croris pul Testriefaas arened the instit: tr ‘on, OS will, if 
Darsi v. Torrent fraud ond peen‘ation. Net doubting the intel- 
i irme — aa S the neople to decide 2 apon matters of in- 


of 
ardt othe State. and considering it anti-demo- 
cratic to ae om their decision, questions of this deserip- 
tien, they rettirm the resolution and recommend it tothe con- 


JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 


from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
owing Teport: 


Air, Dancy, 

made the foi0 
Astin, January 24, 1852. 
-To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Internal Imprevements, fo whom was re- 

ferred a bill to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific 
EE E 
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Railway company, for the extension of the New Orleans, Algiers 
and Opelousas Railroad through Texas, have authorized me to 
report the bill to the Senate with amendments, and recommend 
the same to their favorable consideration. 


The Atlantic and Pacific Railway is a work in which the 
people of Texas feel a deep interest, and it is believed that this 
road, if completed, will constitute a part of that great line of rail- 
ways which is to cross the continent, and bring the Atlantic and 
Pacific seaboards within the same social circle. A grant of land 
twenty miles in width, extending across the State, is an immense 
donation to a company, but it dwindles into insignificance when 
compared with the immense benefits which would flow from the 
accomplishment of the work in contemplation. It is to be re- 
gretted that the Legislature would not so appropriate the means 
within their control, as to secure the construction of this Rail- 
way, beyond a doubt. By doing so, Texas wouid have entered 
upon a career of prosperity unexampiled in the history of the 
world. There is a “tide in the affairs of” nations as well 
as “men, which, taken at the flood, leads, on to icrtune.”— 
That time has arrived in the affairs of Texas, and if we fail to 
improve the present opportunity, we may live to see the day 
when others wil enjoy those advantages which we might so 
easily have secured to ourselves. The connection ofthe Atiantic 
and Pacific, by railways, may be regarded by many, at present, as 
visionary; but in afew years such a work will be regarded as 
an absolute necessity. The settlement of California, and the 
increase of the Chinese and India trade consequent thereon, ren- 
der it stili more important than it has been heretofore. The im- 
mense extent of territory belonging to the United States, causes 
the patriot aud statesman to desire to see remote sections brought 
together by railroads, for the purpose of producing the identity 
of interest and feeling which will unite them in the bonds of 
friendship, and thereby prevent a dissolution of our glorious 
confederacy. Railroads, magnetic telegraphs, and ocean steam 
navigation are rapidly changing the surface of our planet, and 
improving the condition of the human race; they, with the 
printing press, constitute the great propellers of human progress. 

While the world around us is advane ng with the speed of 
the iron horse, Texas should not stand still. Let us encourage 
those works of internal improvement which will give permanent 
prosperity to the State, end we will be entitled to the thanks of 
the present generation, and of all who are to come after us,-— 
Texas can never become 2 great commercial State if she depends 
upon the uncertain navigation of her rivers alone, to develope 
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her resources. As it is absolutely necessary then, that she should 
begin a system of railroad improvements, which will connect 
the interior of the State with the commercial world, by securing 
a safe, speedy and certain communication with the different com- 
mercial cities of the United States, at all seasons, the sooner the - 
system is begun, the better it will be for the country. If Texas - 
delays a few years longer, Missouri will anticipate her, by leaping 
over the Ozark mountains on her iron steed, and crossing the 
Rio Grande in her march to the Pacific. 

Believing that the State will suffer no injury if the bill pass 
withjthe annexed amendments, they are respectfully submitted to 
the Senate. l 

Amendments numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and, 7, are a part of 
this report, 

JON W. DANCY, One of the committee. 

Amendments to the bill to establish the New Orleans, Texas 
and Pacific Railway, &c. e 
_ Amendment i. In section §, line five, strike ont * yards,” and 
insert feet ; ° adopted. 

Amendment 2, At the end of section 13, strike out the words 
“at the discretion of the court ;” adopted. 

Amendment 3. In section 18, line eighteen, strike out the 
words “double the,” and insert instead thereof, the words “an 
equal;” adopted. 7 

Amendment 4. Section 18, in lines 22 and 23, strike out the 
words “immediately after the survey and location of the line of 
said Railroad,” strike out article 3,in same section I8, and in ar- 
ticle 5, of section 18, fill the- blank with “three,” and strike out 
all after the word “thereafter,” and insert the words “ and if the 
company fail to comply with this provision, this charter shall be 
come null and void ;” adopted. 

Amendment 5, In section 19, line 23, strike out “two acres,” 
and insert “one acre”; adopted. 

Amendment 6. In section 21, strike out all after the word 
“ President,” in the 8th line, and insert the following, 

« Which are public domain, whenever the railroad is completed 
in a good and substantial manner, with good T or U iron rails, 
tothe point where the lands lie. No patents shall be granted 
until four miles of the railroad are completed, and as sections of 
ten miles of said road are completed, patents shall be granted for 
all public lands along such section within ten miles of the line 
of said railroad, and land certificates for six hundred and forty 
acres each, shall be issued by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to said company, for an amount of land equal to the 
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quentity of land lying within ten miles of the line of ary such 
completed Section of said railroat, which may not belong to the 
State, to be located and patented as other jand certificates. No 
certificate or patent shal! be issued for ary land fying within ten 
mies ef the line of said railraad, which is in advance of any 
completed section of said taira. One fourth of the lands 
granted to this company shall be alienated in six years from the 
date of the patents—one ionsth in eight vears—one fourth m ten 
years, and the remaining torrth in twelve years. sc that all the 
lands shall pass om the possession of the company in twelve 
wears Irom the date of the nar 
~ Amentiment F, Stic out 222, Bärg and Bjt: sections. 
JON W. DAN IY. Qne of the cammittte 
On duierna, Improvements 
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Jy went. 

wr rison intredueet a bi io amend tLe EP segtion o. 
ai net fo reguate protests cr am the Cistriet couri; read] Bost 
time. 

Cin motion of Mr. Wisan. the tlie was susnende?. bi 
second time, and referred to the eammittee on the Jadinerr. 

Mv. Wisp introduce! a tv.) t 
Tae anc Femme Seminary: rend first time. 

Mr. Wison introuucet a bi'i concerning slander: read first 
Hime. 

Mr. Gray made the folowing report: 

The commitiee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to ex- 
tend the provisions of an act, approved February &, 1550, to in- 
vestigate iand tithes in certain counties therein named, and be- 
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lieving that the objects of the bill may be accomplished at léss 
expense both to the State and claimants of the land, by a simpler 
process than that indicated by the bill, respectiully submit the 
enciosed substitute, to be entitled an act relinquishing the tight of 
the State of Texas to lands in the counties of El Paso and Pre- 
sidio, held under grants mage prior to the 2nd March, 1936, and 
recommen] its adoption and passage. 
Rit. Gray aiso made the lolowiag repert? 
Jaxvary 23, 1852. - 

The eovamittes oa the Judiciary. have considered a bill to au- 
korim cul requirethe Commissioner ofthe General Land Office 
SSie patenis 1o lezal purchasers al probate and sherilljs sales. 
Registo the blll in plain terms is to empower the Commis- 
situer ta bste patents for langs In ihe names of the persons pur- 
Gastar cxi leatas at publie sales, It includes tae cases of sales 

that may hereafter ke made, and 

Land Office with power to judge 
i of the courts and officers in 
emimitice are opposed to 
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lieying that it would be 
T than benefit, they instruct me to re- 
urit to the Saute Dr its eonslieration. 


P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 


Mr. Biiy movel that 340 copies of the report of the commit- 
tee on Internal Imrrevements. on a bill to establish the New 
Orecas, Tex 
of the New Or 
Texas. and the 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Day, 
Doane. Eldy. Ford, Gray, Meusebach, Sterne and Truit—12. 

Nays—essrs. Bogart, Burks, Duggan, Grimes, Hill, Merri- 

an, Parker, Scott, Taylor, Wiliams and Wilson—1LI. 

On mation of Mr. Bigelow, the vote just taken was recon- 
sidered. 

Mr. Eddy moved to print 270 copies of the report; lest. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate refused to concur in the amendment of the House 
toa bill making an appropriation to pay the several assessors and 
collectors of taxes, for taking the census of their respeetive çoun- 
ties for the year 1851. 


newer 
~ - 

TP tier = 

* ae A N -x 

k 

1 


Algiers aud Opelousas Railroad through 


Er 
a 
we 
© 
be 
mt; 
ts 
alle 
eD 
pa 
eae 
(g) 
pò 
taj 
ae 
© 
Fau 
(v 
haz 
pie 
paea 
to 
3 
E 
a 
fund & 
po) 
UQ 
Ci 
9, 
ra) 


n 


aya 


The following bills were severally read third time zun passed, 
to wit: 

A bill relating to lands in Peters’ colony; 

A bill for the relief of John Y. Stewart, his heirs or assigns ; 

And a bill requiring the Adjutant General to issne to Noah 
Smithwick, his heirs or assigns, a bounty land warrant for 1,280 
acres of land. 

A bill setting apart and reserving two leagues of land around 
each military ‘post on the frontier, “for the present use and occu- 
pancy of the United States troops; read third time, and passed by 
the following vote: 

Yras—Messts. Armsirong, Bigelow. Bogart. Davis, Eddy, 
Ford. Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Mensebach, Parker, Reaves 
and Taylor—1å. 

Navs—Messrs. Burks, Dancer. Dav. Duggan and Truit—b5. 

A bill fixing the rate at which the Texas siock of indemnity 
shall be poid at the Treasury ; read third time. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the Plowing amendment: 

Insert after * to,” the following : + pay al said ponds at their 
face Value with the interest compute edi hereon, and added thereto 
up to the time of said pea i 

Mr. Davis offered as a substitute a ae amendment, the fol- 
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lowing: “at such preminm re they are worth in the market of 
New Orleans ;" rejected, 

The vote was then taken on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Bigelow, and was as ioiows: 

Yeas—Messre. Armetrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Ford, 


Grimes, Ear, Hil, Kisner, M ae Meuseback, Parker, 
Sierhe, Williams and Wilson—tI5, 

Nays—Messrs, Burks, Dancy. Davis Saas ey Gray, 
Scott, Tayior and Trnit—i; rejected, ! two Lid ot Voting for it. 

Mr. Hart moved to re-commit the bill to the eo m on Fi- 
nance. The Chair decided the reference mače, a majority voting 
for it, 

Mr. Daney appealed from the decision, contending that it re- 
quired a two-thirds vote to refer n bil on iss third reading. 

The Senate sustained the decision of the Chair, and the bill 
Was referred. 


On motion of Mr. Bogart, a bill te incorporate the Vicksburg 
and El Paso Ruilroad company, was taken from the table and 
placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill supplementary fo an act to incorporate the Texas Monu- 


mental Committee; read third time, and passed by a constitu- 
tional majority. 


3S 


Joint resolution for the benefit ot Thomas William Ward; 
read third time, and, on motioa of Mr. Wilson, laid on the table. 

Mr. Kinney moved to take from the table the motion to recon- 
sider the vote which rejected a bill to regulate the pay of mem- 
bers and officers of the Legislature 5 carried. 

The yeas aud nays were then called on the reconsideration, 
and were as follows: 

Yras— Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart; Davis, Day, Doane, Ford, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Sterne and Wilson—12. 

Nayvs—Messts, Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Parker, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Wil- 
lams— 14, 

So the Senate refused to reconsider the vote. 

A bill for the relief of Noah Smithwick: read third time, and 
en motion of Mr. Hart, iaid on the table. 

Mr, Ford, by leave, introduced joint resolution concerning an 
Indian boundary : read first time. 

‘On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, joint resolu- 
tion read second time, and referred to the committee on Indian 
Afairs. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 3 
@elock p. m. + 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M, 

Senate met—rol! called—quorum present. 

À Dill for the reef of William Goynes; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. ‘Taylor, laid on the table. 

A bill te amend the several acts for the incorporation of the 
city of Austin; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, 
referred to the committee on State Affairs, 

A bill to Incorporate the Brownsville Railroad company ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr, Bigelow, referred to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to incorporate the ‘Trinity College ; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Merriman, referred to the committee on 
Education. 

A bill for the relief of McKinney & Williams; read second 
time, and, on motion ot Mr, Dancy, referred to the committee on’ 
Finance. 

A bill to prevent locations and the patenting of lands within 
the limits of the grant known as Peters’ colony ; read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Bogart, laid on the table. 


Abiil making an appropriation to complete the General Land 
Office; read, and passed to third reading. 
A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
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that the Hause had passed a bill supplementary to an actto 
amend the 2nd and Tth sections of an act to organize the supreme 
court of the State of Texas, approved 12th May, 1846, which 
originated in the Senate, 

A bill supplementary to an acl concerning the estates of decd 
soldiers, approved December 17, 1551; and 

A bill for the relief of Charles R. Slaughter, were read second 
time, and ordered ta be engrossed, 

A bill for the relief of H. R. W. Hill; read second time. 

Mr, Hill moved to ËU the blank with S per cent.; leet by the 
foliowing vote : 

Yras—Ressrs. Bigelow, Bocart, Day, Duggan, Ford, Grimes, 
Full. Kinnev. Darker, and Sterne—14d, 

Nays— laser reac. Bares, Darev. Davis, Eddy, Hart. 
Herrimen Bleusebach. Reaves, Seot Tayior cud Trait— 12. 

Op motiou of Uy. Grimes, ine Lil was aid on the techie. 
fir. Bigalow, the Berete adjourned until 10 
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The Sencte was called to crcder by the 
acionrmiment—praper Ly the Rev. Ur, Dagzerly—roll cailed— 
ouarn Preseli. 

The jurnal of Sciurday wasread and adonted, 

Mr. Parker preseuied fie petition ef Sarah W. Bracken: re- 
ferred to che committee on Privets Land Claims, 

Bir, ETI presented the petitien of Thomas Harve; referred 
to the committee an Private end Claims. 

Mr. Reeves. chairmen cf the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a bi | supplementary to an act concerning the estates of 
deceased soldiers, approved December 17th, 1551; and 

A bill for the relief of Charles R. S'angliter, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the 
town of Washington; and a bil! to create the county of Delta, 
reported the same back to the Senate and recommended their 
passage. 

Mr. Day made the following report: 

Your Seject committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry citizens, praying the Legislature to pass an actto prevent 
certain planters from depositing cotton seed outside of their en- 
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closures, most respectfully beg leave to submit the following re- 
port: 

Your committee believe that a common practice prevails in 
some portions of the State, of plantets depositing large quanti- 
ties of cotton seed outside of their respective enclosures, to 
which the hogs of their neighbors gaih access, and which often, 
if not iavariably destroys the lives of the hogs, inflicting much 
injury on the property of innocent persons, Your committee 
are also of opinion that no person or persoys have any right to 
place poisonous or deliterious substances in a position so con- 
spleuous as to injure or destroy the property of others, They, 
thereiore, unanimously report in favor of the prayer of the pe- 
titioners; and, also, report the accompanying bill, and most re- 
spectfully recommend its passage. All of which is respectiully 
subniitied, 

A bill to prohibit the depositing of cotton seed outside of en- 
closures: reod first time. 

Mr. Ii introduced a bill to determine what lands are forfeit- 
ed: read trst time. 

Qn motion of Mr, THU, the rule was suspended, bill read second 
time, and ielerred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mir. Merriman introduced joint resolution to authorize the 
Comptroier to adjust and settle the accounts of all attorneys, 
other than District Attorneys and Attorney General, who have 
by direciion of law or engagement of the Government, performed 
services for the State or Republic of Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Day jutroduced joint resolution for the relief of William 
E. Howth: read first time. ` 

On motion ef Mr. Day, the rule was suspended, joint resolu- 
tion read second time, and referred to the committee on Public 


Debt. 


Mr. Scott, by leave, withdrew the petition of Francis Ramsdale, 
and accompanying documents. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. : 


A bill for the investigation and determination of eleven league 
land claims in Robertson’s and part of Burnett’s colony; read. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the folowing amendment: Strike out 
section 6th, and insert in lieu thereof, 

“Sec, 6. That the court shall proceed to investigate and de- 
termine if any lands claimed by virtue of any such title, papers 
or concessions, haye been forfeited, and if found to have been 


forfeited, to enter judgment accordingly; and the right of the 
State in all such forfeited land shall remain as heretofore.” 


Mr. Merriman offered the following as an amendment to the 
amendment offered by Mr. Armstrong : 

Add at end of section 6, “thet upon the trial of any lang 
titles under this act, the State sha!l be the only party defendant, 
and sha!) be defended by the district atterncy for the district 
where suit is brought; and if by the judgement of the court, the 
title to the land in controversy sholi be established in the State, 
then ail titles, locations or entries upon the land sebsesuent to 
the date of the plaintiff's grant, shall be ual and void, and such 
land shail belong to the State, end shall not be subject to entry 
or location, bot shall be sold in such manner as the Legislature 
sha! direct. and the money arising ‘rom such sale, paid into the 
State Treasery.” 

Mr. Merriman moved to lay the bil end omendments on the 
tabie: i954. 

On motion of Mr. Merrimen. the bil snd amendments were 
rejerred to the committee on the Jnciciery. 

Air, Docgen introduced a bil supicementery to on act to locate 
permanent. the county seat of Lavaca county: read fist time. 
o Oa motion of Mr. Duggan. the rgle was suspended, bill read 
second time, aud ordered to be engrossed, 

Oa motion of Mr. Borart, the role was farther suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Danty introineed a bill to incorporate the Brazos and 
Coiorads Rec'road comnany: read frst time 


ments. 

A bil to create the county of bnrnett; read second time, and 
passed to third reatling, i 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bil to relinquish the right of the State to certain lands 
therein named: read second time. 

Mr. Dancy moved to refer the bill to the committee on the Ju- 
Giciary ; :ost. 

Mr. Reaves offered the following amendment to come in atthe 
end of the last section : 

t Provided, that nothing in this act shal] beso constrned as to 
relinquish the rights of the State to any of the Islands or salt 
lakes situated in the territory embraced in this act;” adopted by 
the following vote: 
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Yuas—Messis. Dancy, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truitand Williams—11. 


Navs—WMessrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, Doane, 
Ford, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach and Wiison—1l. 

There being a tie, the President voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. Hart offered the following amendment: 

Strike out the words “ respective counties herein mentioned,” in 
eleveth line. section 2, and insert in lieu thereof, “government 
of the Republic of Texas.” 

Un motion of Alr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK, PAL 


Senate met—rol] cailed—quorum present. 

A bill to relinguish the right of the State to certain lands 
therein named, Leing under consideration when the Senate ad- 
journed, was taken up. 

Ga motion of Mr. Bigelow, a call of the Senate was made. 

‘The Senate teing full, the call was suspended. 

The question being on the adoption cf the amendment offered 
by Air. Hart, was taken, and amendment rejected by the follow- 
ing vote: 

‘Yeas— Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Hart. Reaves and Taylor—3. 

Navs— Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelaw, Bogart, Davis, Day, 
Deane, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hiil Kinney, Merri- 
man, Meusetach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Truit, Williams and 
Vilson—21. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

z Provided, that nothing in this act shall be construed to re- 
lieve the commissioners or attorney irom the Penalties incurred 
by a violation of the provisions of the law under which they 
acted; ” rejected. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

Strike out section 4th ; rejected. 

The bil wes then passed to third reading by the following 
Voie: - 
Yzas—Mesrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, 
Deane, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Mensebach, 
Parker, Scott, Sterne, Williams and Wilson—17. 

Nayvs—Mesers. Burks, Dancy, Eddy, Hart, Hill, Taylor and 
Truit—7. 


Mr. Meusebach presented the memorial of Antonio Manchaea ; 
read and referred io the committee on Claims and Accounts. 


A bill concerning irrigation property ; read second time, and, 
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oe motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on State Af- 
airs. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Doane was added to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill making an appropriation to complete the General Land 
Office ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide for the construction of Railioads in Texas; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

A biil for the relief of the heirs of Mrs. Nancy Anderson ; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

Air. Davis presented the petition of Enos Hardin; read, and 
referred io the committee on Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the resolution of the Senate relative 
to an udjournment on the 7th inst., until first Monday in July, 
was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the resolution was amended by 
striking out “first Monday in July.” 

Mr. Reaves offered the following as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion : 

« Resolved, That with the consent of the House of Represen- 
tatives, the Legisjature will adjourn sine die, on the 9th February, 
1852." 

Gn motion of Mr. Grimes, the resolution and substitute were 
laid ou the tabie. ž 

Mr. Sterne introduced a bill supplementary to an act granting 
certain powers to the corporation of Galveston city, approved 
Deceiver 5, 1551; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Sterne, 
the ruie was suspended, bill read second time, and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, a bill to pay Frederick Dawson, 
was taxen up, read second time, and referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, a bill to establish and incorporate 
the Gonzales College, was taken up, read second time, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Education. 

A bill for the relief of Charles R. Slaughter; read third time, 
and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act concerning estates of deceased 
soldiers, approved December 17, 1851; read third time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of the persons taken prisoners by the 
ay at the Mission of Refugio, in 1841; read and re- 
jected. 
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A bill to incorporate the Vicksburg and El Paso Railway com. 
pany; read, and, on {motion of Mr. Bogart, referred to a Select 
comfiittee. : 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Turspay, January 27, 1852, 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called--— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

The President appointed Messrs, Bogart, Eddy, Truit, Duggan 
and Dancy the committee to which was referred a bill to incor- 
porate the Vicksburg and El Paso rail-way company. 

Mr, Doane, from the committee on State Affairs, to which was 
referred a Lill concerning irrigation preperty, reported the same 
back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

- . . è 

Mr. Merriman, from the committee on Public Debt, made- the 
following report: 

To the President of the Senate: 


"Tha committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the me- 
morial of i. W. Moore, formerly Commodore of the Texas navy, 
claiming, among other things, a balance due him from the Re- 
publie of Texas of thirteen hundred and eighty dollars 86 cents, 
being amount due on pay tickets which had been issued to cer- 
tain seamen belonging to said navy named in document A, re- 
ferred with said memorial, have investigated the above named 
claim set forth in said memorial, and the documents and evi- 
dence to sustain the same, and find the following facts: 


First. That the persons named in Document A were seamen 
in the navy of the Republic of Texas, and that pay tickets were 
issued to them for their services; that they sold the same to sailor 
landlords and shipping masters in New Orleans; that afterwards, 
in the spring of 1843, said Moore was compelled to redeem said 
pay tickets with his own private means, as the sailor‘landlords 
aud shipping masters who held them refused to ship any more 
men for the Texas navy, unti! said pay tickets were paid; and 
the said Moore paid the balance due on said tickets, in order to 
obtain seamen to man the naval vessels belonging to the Re- 
public of Texas, and then in the port of New Orleans, under his 
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command. The pay tickets were duly transferred by the men to 
whom they were issned. 

Se-ond. ‘That the claim of said Moore for the balance due on 
said pay tickets. with an abstract ci the same daly certified: by a 
commissioner for tke State of Texas, of which document Aisa 
copy. was fied 3 n the office of the And:tor of the State before the 

st, 1551, and a short tiine thereaer, the pay 

tickets were mojed in Philadelphia. Penn., directed to the Au- 

. oliribatele manly to 

ye stecmer Golreston on Ship Island shoal. in the 

month of Aveust. cad agother stecmer c” the me.) line between 

Gaivesion aud Mew Oreras, the Sexica, having been bowa 
pres! 
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ashore in Li vara Bar a the month cl JOLe and was not got 
aboat Zor alc. two montis, the men m which these pay i Sekets 
cere diJ n rereh Angst nonlile Tih dey vi Septemher, 1851, 
on whith Lor iLer were received iy the Audition as wil orpear 
by the erte if Lis ietter to Commodore Minors, coed September 
lu, 1551. 

; 

Borie Snarecel Gelar enussd tr tne wreck cf sai 

z 
steamer. e q T tenais WITI Dare teenin ike binds of tke Au- 
djtor batre the pem expired The Ancitrr, upon Teeeiving the 
pay titnels. rate as iglows, Which leter is ame: g the peu- 
msni Lelwre Lue El Langitee : 

* Avoircr’s Orgice, Sert, 10, 1854. 

“Com. BE. st. Morg: 

“Dear Sor~-Yours, under Cate of 17th nity. ene EEE sundry 

ay tieren was received per last nights main Tresa claims 

noi havin 3 ween Ael wa the Aucher cod ene Ly the 
first ae un ip September 151, are. ateording to aws, forever 


AL 
Upon the Iaris above a ed. aa ee arte 32 of opinion 
that the Auditor a ve issied a second 
glass ceruierie for such an amount os oe might bare found 
dne the memorialist upen bis e berguse the claim was filed 
within the time required L d the Pursers returns then 
in their office showed the claim to ted due, The pay tickets were 
oniy evidences to support the cisim, and proved nothing in addi- 
on to what the records in the office showed, except the transfers 
f the pay ticuets, and the amounts endorsed on said tickets, 
whieh hatl been paid. The fact that these pay tickets were not 
received and fied in the Auditor's office until eight days after 
the expiration of the iaw, should form no excuse for their not 


having been acted upon, when the circumstances which caused 
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their delay were beyond the control of the memorialist. The 
expiration of the law did not, and has not, stopped the action of 
the Auditor and Comptroller under it. The law gave until the 
last moment of its expiration, the right to every person to file 
their claims against the State, in the Auditor's office. The Au- 
ditor and Comptroller are now acting upon claims so filed, and 
ate daliy issuing certificates upon them. The claim which the 
law required to be filed within a fixed time is one thing, the evi- 
dence to sustain that claim is another and diferent thing, and 
might come in whenever the claim was taken up for investiga- 
tion. If the expiration of the law stopped ail powers to investi- 
gate claims filed under it, then a work of nullity has for a long 
time past occupied the Auditor aud Comptroller. If a law re- 
quired suits to establish a right to be brought within a certain 
time, and a writ was brought within the time, could it not be 
tried afier tke expiration of the time, and evidence introduced at 
the trial to sustain it 2 

Your committee are of opinion that the memorialist is entitled 
to such amount as may Le found due on his claim, and has the 
right to have the same audited and allowed; and, therefore, a 
majority of the committee have instructed me to report the ac- 
companying Lill, and recommend its passage. 


F. H. MERRIMAN, 
One of the Committee. 

A bHi to pay E. W. Moore certain second class claims therein 
named: read frst time. 

Air. Reaves, irom the committee on Education, reported back 
to ile Senate a Lill to incorporate Bastrop Educational Society, 
and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Eddy. trom the committee on Education, to which was 
referred a bill to establish and incorporate the Gonzales College, 
reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Trait, chairman of the committeeon Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, to whom was refered a bill to incorporate the Sabine 
Tarnpike Company in Panola county, reported the same back 
to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

AIr. Bogart, chairman cf the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, reported back to the Senate a bill to create the 
county and territory of Bell into a separate land district, and re- 
commended its passage. 5 

Mr. Bogart, from the same committee, reported back to the Se- 
nate a bill to require the counties of Kaufman, Van Zandt and 
Wood to pay a portion of the old debt of Henderson county, and 


recommended its passage with the following amendment: 
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Amendment: * Provided that the county of Hehderson shall 
pay her proportional part of the old debt of Nacogdoches county.” 

= m lsi 

Mr. Dancy, from the cowmittee on Intemal Improvements, to 
which wes referred a bill to incorporate the Brazos and Colorado 
Railroad Company, reported tbe same back to the Senate and 
recommended its passage. 
s RY ron bot ama eos ew Teila viry Ten ta 

Mr. Groy made the icl owing report: 

The camcmitee on the Judiciary hare considered the petition of 
Joseph Mi. Royston ard sundry cther citizens cf Bastrop county, 
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January 27, 1852. 


The eommitise on the Judiciary have considered the petition 
of Jobn M. Mordy. He represents thet himself and wife are 
abut removing to the Uton territory, and desires the passage of 
some law to enale him to remove the children of, his wife by a 
former husband with them. It appears that the chiidren have a 


considerab.e estote, and their fathers friends are opposed fo their 
being taken away. Mr. Moody does not desire to take the pro- 
perty of the children, but to leave it in charge of some guardian. 
The committee would gladly recommend some measure to gratify 
the parental feelings of petitioner; but cannot do so in the mode 
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desired, without risking the welfare of the children. They there- 
fore ask to be discharged from its further consideration. 
P. W. GRAY. 
~ Mr. Grimes introduced a bill supplementary to an act to es- 
tablish a State Penitentiary; read first time. 
On motion of Mr, Sterne, the rnie was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on the Penitentiary. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to relinquish the right of the State to certain lands there- 
in named; read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Day, Doane, Ford, 
Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Sterne and Wil- 
son—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Eddy, Hill, Reaves, Taylor 
and Truit—7. 

A Bill for the relief of Alexander McKinzie; read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed, 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill for the relief of Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Edward H. Tarrant, and a bill supplementary to an act to. - 
locate permanently the county seat of Lavaca county, which ori- 
ginated in the Senate; also, that the House had passed a joint 
resolution fixing the term of office of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, which originated in the House. 

The resolution of the Senate, requiring the committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of repealing all laws for 
the collection of debts in this State. 

Mr. Merriman offered the following amendment: 

Add to the resolution: “and further, to enquire into the expe- 
dieney of providing for the election of three commissioners iñ 
each county of the State, who shall bein a state of clairvoyance, 
for the purpose of peeping into the future, and ascertaining those 
whe may be honorable enough to discharge their debts, and tell 
the whereabouts of absconding debtors, and give them over to be 
punished by public opinion; and to take into consideration the 
propriety of repealing all criminal laws to compel men not to vi- 
olate the principles of morality and the rights of others, with a 
tapping clause,” 

Mr. Taylor moved to lay the resolution and the amendment 
on the table; lost by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Davis, Doane, Ford, Kinney, 
Merriman, Reaves, Taylor, Truit and Wilson—11- 
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Nars—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Parker and Williams—12. 

The amerdment was then rejected. 

Mr. Hil) offered the following amendment : 

Insert, after “State,” the words—* hereafter contracted ;” which 
amendment was accepted. 

The resolution was then adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas—Miessrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, 
Grimes Hart, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne and 
Wilhams—I13. 

Nars—Messrs. Bigeion, Burks, Davis, Doane, Ford, Gray, 
Merriman, Reaves, Taylor, Truit and Wilson—11. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House hed referred the “bill to require the return of 
feld-notes in certain cases” to a select committee composed of 
Messrs. Johnson, Bryan of B. and Stewart, and.request the like 
committee on the part of tke Senate. 

Messrs. Hatt and Gray were appointed a committee on part of 
the Senate on the above bill. 

A bill to establish a system of common schools—read by sec- 
tions; read second time. , 

Mr. Eddy moved to amend first section by striking ont “one 
million,” and inserting “two millions.” 

Mr. Dancy offered the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment: 

In sec. 1, strike ont “one million,” and insert “ two millions,” 
and add to section 1: “ provided said sum of two millions may be 
loaned for purposes of, or invested in, internal improvements so 
as fo yield five per cent. interest per annum to the State” Re- 
jected by the following vote: 

Yeas~-Messrs, Armstrong, Bogart, Burks, Daney, Day, Doane, 
Ford, Meuscbach and Williams—9, 

Nays—Alessrs. Bigelow, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, Hill, 
Merriman, Parser, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor, Truit and Wilson, 13. 

The question then recurred on the amendment offered by 
Mr. Eddy. ` 

Mr. Bogart moyed a division of the question; carried. 


The yeas end nays were then called on striking out, and were 
as follows: 


Yeas—Messs. Burzs, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Ford 
and Taylor—7, 


Nays—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Day, Doane, Grimes, Hill, 
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Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Trait, Williams 

and Wilson—14. 

The Senate refused to strike out. ` 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
p. m. 

Y 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
Senate met—rol] called—quorum present. 
A bill to establish a system of common schools. 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment offered 
by Mr. Eddy, to strike out “one million,” and insert “two mil- 
lions,” was taken and the amendment rejected by the following 
vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Sterne, and Taylor—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Day, Doane, Ford, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, ‘Truit, Willams and 
Wilsou—13, 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment, to come in at the 
end ot section 1: “provided said sum of one million may be 
loaned for purposes of, or invested in, internal improvements, so 
as to yield five per cent. interest to the State ;” rejected. 

Mr. Ford offered the following amendment: | 

Iu section 5, strike out “sixteen,” and insert “nineteen ;” 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the 10th section was amended by 
inserting after “school,” the words “ or schools.” 

Mr. Wilson offered, as a substitute for the bill, “ A bill to pro- 
vide the means for the future establishment and support of com- 
mon schools? ” i 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment to the substitute: 

“T'he Governor is hereby authorized to appoint a general sehoolk 
commissioner, whose duty it shall be, during the next two years, 
to visit the different sections of the State, and gather information 
concerning the educational wants and circumstances of the conn- 
try; and, also, tọ examine the school systems adopted in other 
States and countries, and to digest and report a school system 
for Texas, most applicable to her wants and position, for the ac- 
tion of the next Legislature: and the sum of two thousand dol- 
lars of the interest of the find hereby set apart for educational 
purposes, is hereby appropriated to defray the expenses of such 
commissioner.” Rejected. 
~ The yeas and nays were then called, on the adoption of the 
substitute, and were as follows: . 

Yuas—Measrs. Ford, Merriman, Reaves; Sterne and Wilson, 5. 
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Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Begart, Dancy, Davis. Deane, Bag- 
enn, Bedy. Grav, 4a71es. Hil Kinney. Mersebach, Parker, 
Tarilor Trait xed Willaas—i7. Reflected. 

Mr. Deney oDered ihe i 2. oilowing atmendrsent: 

Strike cat a! afer section Land aoe— 

s Sec, 2, Said sum of fity thousand doNars shall be distributed 
tothe diferent ceunties cf the State, in preportion ta the number 
cfehildren bstcreen thea sce of six and nineteen. ‘The assessors 
shali ascertain tho number of said children m each county, and 
Teport iL3 ust fo the a roller by the first day of October in 
each year: when sail Comptrotler shall draw upon the Trea- 
surer ior said amount due each county respectively, which shall 
be paid ta thee suniy tr easurer of each county respectively. The 

ecunty court ofeach cou nty shail order said money to be paid te 
any a in their respective counties who preduces satisfactory 
testimony to said cecuri, that he has taught a child within the ages 
mentioned in this section, the proportional amount to which he 
may te entitled fer teaching any seholar. The fund shall be dis- 
ttibuted according ta the number of free white children between 
the ages of six ard nineteen, to the counties; and paid out by 
the county ng proportionally, for the edacation of said chil- 
dren. The parents of the children shall be at liberty to send 
their children to sneh school as they may think proper.” Re- 
jected by the following vote: 

Yeas —Mecsrs. Bi agar? t, Burks, Dancy, Grimes ane Merriman 
—5. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, 
Hart, Hil, Me: isata aci, Parser, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, 

fliers and Viilscn—16. 

The till wes then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote: 7 

YeEss—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Dug- 
gan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, ‘Merriman, Meuse- 
bach, Parser, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor, Trait, ‘Williams and Wil- 
son—21. 

Naxy—HMr. Burzs—tl. 


On motion oi Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
wird time ard passed. o 

Mr. Armstrong asked and obtained leaye of absence until 
the second day of Febru rary next. 

On motion of Ur. Taylor, Mr. Scott was excused from attend” 
ance on the Senate on account of sickness. 


Hr. Davis introduced a bill to remove certain papers from the 
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county seat of Austin county and place them in the General 
Land Office ; read first time. 

On motiou of 4r. Davis, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and referrec to the committee on the Judiciary, 

Joint resolution fixing the term of office of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended. bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to provide for the payment of interest npon a portion of 
the debt of the Iate Republic of Texas therein named; read 
second time, and on motion of Zr. Bigelow, referred to the com- 
mittee’on Finance, 

Joint resolution in relation to the meritorious services of Adol- 
phus Sterne; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, 
referred to the committee on State Affairs. ae 

A bill to incorporate the Lavaca and Guadalupe Rail-road 
Company; read second time, and on motion of J/r. Wilson, 
referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to provide for distributing public arms to the sixth mi- 
litary division of the State of Texas, organized at the present 
session of the Legislature; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Bigelow, referred to the committee on the Militia, 

A bill to authorize the Auditor to settle the accounts of Wm. 
G. Cooke, as late Quartermaster-General ; read and passed to a 
third reading. 

A bill to amend an act approved January 23, 1850, concerning 
the corporation of the city of Nacogdoches, with the report of the 
committee on the Judiciary, offering an amendment thereto, was 
read; amendment adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill tor the relief of George W. Browning; read and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A bill to provide for the erection of a State Capitol ; read. 

Afr. Grimes moved to fill the blank in fourth section with 
$100,000. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the bill was laid on the table. 

Joint resolution proposing to amend the second section of the 
10th article of the constitntion, together with the report of the 
committee on Education, offering a substitute therefor, was read, 
and substitute adapted. 

ifr. Hill moved to amend by striking out the third section; 
rejected by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Meusebach, Parker, Sterne and Truitt—t0. 


Nays—Zfessrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Ed- 
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dy, Ford, Merriman, Reaves, Taylor, Williams and Wilson—12, 
Mr. Gray moved to amend the first section by striking out the 
words “in any manner except by direct taxation.” 7 
On motion of Mr, Davis, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
tomorrow morning. : 


WEDNESDAY, January 28, 1852, 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present, 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to provide for the liquidation 
and payment of the debt of the late Republic of Texas, with 
amendments; and also, a bil] to define the time of holding the 
eouris in the twelfth judicial district; and that the House had 
concurred in the Senate’s amendments to a bill for the relief of 
Benjamin Hubert. 

Mr. Eddy presented the following protest: 

To Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate : 

The undersigned respectfully protest against the passage of a 
dill to te entitled an act to quiet land tit.es within the limits of 
Peters’ colony, and to provide for locating and surveying the 
lands and issuing the certificates and patents to which the colo- 
nists and contractors are entitled, as the yeas and nays were not 
entered on the journals when the vote was t@ken upon the bill 
on the 24th instant. ‘The undersigned desire to state that they 
were opposed to the passage of the bill, and voted against it be- 
canse they believed that injustice was done to the State. ‘Pake 
the most favorable view of the subject, by allowing the contrac- 
tors the full benefit of the statement in the report of the commit- 
tee, which gives them the benefit of the certificates issued by the 
State commissioner, and the contractors would only be entitled 
to eleven hundred and seventy-eight sections, if they had fulfilled 
their contracts in good faith. The bill proposes to give the con- 
tractérs seventeen hundred sections in order to settle the dificul- 
ties between them and the settlers, This will be five hundred 
and twenty-two sections more than they are entitled to according 
to the committee’s report, which we believe gives them several 
hundred sections more than they are justly entitled to according 
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to the terms of their contracts, and the laws of Texas. We will 
here state that we would gladly have voted for a bill to quiet the 
titles of the settlers to their lands in Peters’ colony, and we be- 
lieve that the Legislature could have settled the matter in spite 
of the threats of the contractors. We would be willing to do 
the contractors justice, but we are not willing to hire them to do 
the settlers justice. Believing it to be bad policy to suffer com- 
panies to accumulate immense bodies of land in the State, we 
were opposed to giving the contractors a larger amount of land 
than we believed them to be justly entitled to. * 
JON W. DANCY. 

Z. WMS. EDDY. 

T. H. DUGGAN. 

Mr. Wilson, chairman of the committee on Education, to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate the Chappel Hill male 
and Female Institute, reported the same back and recommended 
its passage, 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
which was referred a bill to provide for the constructing of rail- 
roads in Texas, reported the same back, and recommended that 
it be rejected. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Finance, to which was re- 
ferred a joint resolution for the paymentof George T. Wood two 
thousand one hundred dollats, reported the same back for the 
consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred a bill to amend the several acts for the incor- 
poration of the city of Austin, reported the same back and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the same committee, to which was 
referred a joint resoiution fixing the term of office of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, reported the same back 
and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Eddy, from the committee on State Affairs, to whom was 
referred the joint resolution relative to the meritorious services of 
Adolphus Sterne, reported.a substitute therefor, and recommend- 
ed its passage. 

Mr. Eddy, chairman of the committee on Contingent Expen- 
ses, made the following report : 


The committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was referred 
the resolution of the Senate, instructing said committee to con- ` 
tract for a portrait painting of the late General Edward Burleson, 
Senator from the 2Łłst Senatorial district, in the discharge of the 
duty assigned them, with sincere gratification beg leave to report 
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that they contracted with Mr. Flintoff, the artist of this city, who 
has completed a most excellent painting of the distinguished de- 
ceased. 

The same has been completed at a cost of one hundred and 
twenty dollars, and now graces the wall cf the Senate chamber, 
as a small but sincere token of respect to the memory of one of 
the early benefactors of Texas. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, in obedience to a resolution 
of the Senate, instructing them to revise the criminal laws, have 
partially discharged that duty, and herewith submit a bill to be 
entitied an act concerning crimes committed by negroes, designed 
ta supply a deficiency in the criminal code, which the country 
has sensibiy felt for several years past. The committee are 
aware that the bil] is not so complete as could be desired; bnt 
that it will accomplish some good they reasonably hope, and re- 

' commend its favorable consideration and passage. 

Mr. Dancy, iram the committee on Claitns and Accounts, to 
which was referred the the petition of Mrs. Jane Lockhart, made 
the following report: i 

SENATE CHAMBER, January 22, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Jane Lockhart. asking for relief, mainly for 
losses sustained by the burning of San Felipe, have instructed 
me to report the matter baek to the Senate, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, as the committee 
think it inexpedient to grant relief to one person who suffered 
by the burning of San Felipe, unless the Legislature determines 
to grant relief to all who lost property by the burning of that 
town. JON W. DANCY, One of the committee. 

Mr, Sterne, chairman of the committee on the Penitentiary, 
to which was referred a bill supplementary toan act to establish 
a State Penitentiary, reported the same back, and recomended its 
passage. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
to which was referred a bili for the incorporation of the Texas 
Central Railroad company, reported the seme back, and recom- 
meaded its passage. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill making appropriations for the 
support of the State Government for the years 1852 and 1853; 
read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the bill concerning offences com- 
mitted by negroes, was taken up, the rule suspended, bill read 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill to define the time of holding 
the district courts in the third and ninth judicial districts, was 
taken up ahd read. , 

On motion of Mr. Parker, that portion of the bill relating to 
the ninth judicial district was struck out. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
as amended read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was further suspended, and 
the bill read third time and passed. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


i bill to incorporate the Aransas and Goliad Road company ; 
read. ; 

Air. Duggan offered a snbstitute to be entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Aransas road company ; adopted, and bill ordered to 
be engrossed. - . 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution 
of the Stateof Texas, was read, and made the special order for to- 
morrow. 

A bill for the relief of P. H. Pearson, was read. 

Mr. Hill moved to amend by striking out “ P, H. Pearson,” in 
caption, and insert “ David Andrews.” Also, in first section, the 
words “ P. H. Pearson, as assignee of David Andrews,” and in- 
sert in lieu of “ P. H. Pearson,” the words “ David Andrews; ?” 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to create the county of Orange; read second time, and 
passed to third reading. 

A bill for the liquidation and payment of the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas, with the amendments of the House thereto, 
was taken up, and the amendments severally read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, Mr. Day was excused from atten- 
dance on the Senate for afew days. 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill for the relief of all persons that were 
made prisoners by the Government authorities of the United 
States, under Col. Jacob Snively, by leave, reported the same 
back, and recommended that no further action be taken thereupon. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
which was referred a bill supplementary to an act establishing 
GG 
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the Galveston and Red River Railway company, by leave, report- 
ed a substitute for the same, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, to which was referred a 
bill to incorporate the Brownsville Railroad company, by leave, 
reported the same back, and recommended its passage. 

A bill to authorize the Auditor to settle the accounts of Wil- 
liam G. Cooke, as late Quarter-Master General ; read third time 
and passed, 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
rivers, together with the substitute offered by the committee on 
Internal Improvements, to the first and second sections, was 
taken up. 

Mr. Wilson moved to amend the substitute for the first and 
second section by inserting in lieu thereof, the following, which 
was adopted, to wit: i 

‘Amendment: 


Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, That the sum of $33,000 be, and the same is hereby ap- 
propriated to the improvement of the navigation of the Sabine 
river. ; 

That the sum of $37,500 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the Trinity river. 

That the sum of $37,500 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the Brazos river. 

That the sum of $37,500 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the Colorado river. 

That the sum of $23,000 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the Neches and the Angelina rivers. 

That the sum of $21,500 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the Guadalupe river. 

_ That the sum of $6,000 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the San Antonio river. A 

T'hat the sum of $18,000 be, and the same is hereby appro- 
priated to Ferry Lake, the Cypresses, and the Sulphur Fork of 
Red river. ` 

That the sum of $17,000 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to Red river, a 

That the sum of $4,000 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to Buffalo Bayou. 

‘That the sum of $4,000 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the San Jacinto river. 


That the sum of $3,000 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the San Bernard river. 
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That the sum of $3,000 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the Lavaca and the Navidad rivers. And 

That the sum of, $5,000 be, and the same is hereby appropri- 
ated to the Nueces river, 

On motion of Mr.Davis, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
p. m, 

3 O'CLOCK. P. M. ` 

Senate met—rol] called—quorum present, 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the rivers, 
being under consideration when the Senate adjourned, was taken 
up. 
Mr. Bogart offered to amend the second section as follows : 

Add to the clause making an appropriation for the Trinity river, 
the following words: “to be applied as follows: eighteen thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty dollars above Magnolia, and 
eighteen thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars below Magno- 
lia.” 

Mr. Davis moved that the amendment offered by Mr. Bogart 
lie on the table; lost. 

‘The question recurred on the adoption of the amendment, on 
which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Ed- 
dy, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Reaves, Taylor, Williams and Wil- 
son-—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Davis, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Merri- 
man, Parker and Truit—8 ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the substitute as amended was then 
adopted, 

Mr. Davis moved to strike out the words in first section as 
follows: “eighteen thousand ‘seven hundred and fifty dollars 
above Magnolia, and eighteen thousand seven hundred and fifty 
dollars below Magnolia,” on which the yeas and nays were called, 
and were as follows: 

Ygas—Messrs, Bigelow, Burks, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Truit 
and Wilson—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Tay- 
lor and Williams—7 ; carried. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment:- 


In section 2, line three, strike out “$37,500,” and insert “@35,- 
000.” 


i Je section 2, line five, strike out “$37,500,” and insert “ $35,- 
À R 
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In section 2, line 21, strike out “ $4,000,” and insert *$9,000;’ 
lost. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following amendment: 

Strike out of the twelfth line of the third section, the words 
“by the present session of the Legislature,” and insert “by the 
Governor of this State, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate ;” adopted. 

Mr. Meusebach offered the following amendment: 

Strike ont in section 2, the amounts apppropriated for the 
Guadalupe, ($21,500,) and the San Antonio, ($6,U00,) and in- 
sert in lieu thereof, “ that the sum of $18,000 is appropriated to 
the Guadalupe ;” and “that the sum of $9,500 is appropriated 
to the San Antonio.”, 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the city of La- 
vaca ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the Select committee, to which was 
referred a bill to incorporate the Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad 
company, reported a substitute for the same, and recommended 
its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning 10 o'clock. 
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Trurspay, January 29, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called — 
quorum present. 

‘The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bigelow presented the petition of sundry citizens of Cam- 
eron county ; read and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Gray presented the petition of Jesse Whiting ; referred to 
the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Wilson, from the committee on the Judiciary, reported 
back to the Senate a bill supplementary to an act to incorporate 
the city of Lavaca, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of George W. Browning ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mrs. Nancy Anderson ; 

A bill for the relief of Alexander McKenzie; 


' A bill supplementary to an act, approved} January 28, 1850, 
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concerning the incorporation of the city of Nacogdoches ; and 

A bill to incorporate the Aransas Road company.. 

Mr. Hart, from the committee on Public Lands, reported back 
to the Senate a bill for the relief of the heirs of Stephen Prather, 
deceased, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, reported 
back to the Senate a bill making appropriations tor the support 
of the Government for the years 1852 and 1853, and recom- 
mended its passage. iP 

Mr. Grimes, from the same committee, reported back a bill to 
provide tor the payment of interest upon a portion of the debt of 
the late Republie of Texas, therein named, for the consideration 
of the Senafe. 

- Mr. Grimes also made the following report : 

The committee on Finance have examined the bill for the re- 
lief of Alexander Ewing. ‘This bill is to authorize the Comp- 
troller and Auditor to issue a duplicate certificate for one thousand 
dollars of the debt of the late Republic of Texas, in lien of an 
audited claim that was lost in the Auditor's office. The evi- 
dence of the existence, at one time, and of the loss of the certifi- 
cate, appears to be sufficiently authenticated. Your committee 
can see no good reason why the relief prayed for shall not be 
granted They will, however, recommend that “ Auditor” be 
stricken out of the bill, as it is not yet decided that the office of 
Auditor will be retained. í j 

Mr. Ford made the following report: 

: Austin, January 28, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on Militia, to whom was referred a bill to pro- 
vide for distributing public arms to the sixth military division of 
the State, have had the same under consideration, and instruct 
me to make the following report : 

The counties of Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Webb, Kinney and 
Nueces, which constitute the sixth military division, are liable to 
daily incursions from the Indians. ‘These counties form, in part, 
our extreme frontier, and can be entered from any point between 
Eagle Pass and San Antonio, and the former place and the mouth 
of the Rio Grande, unless immediately at the military posts of the 
United States There are many points on the main passes of 
the Indians to the settlements, which if occupied, would cover 
and protect the same, yet it would be impossible to do so, owing to 
the scarcity of wood and water. ‘There are many portions of 
the sixth military division, that have not been, nor can they be, 
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adequately defended by an ordinary disposition of troops. The 
people will have to rely, in some degree, upon their own vigi- 
lance and efficiency for defence. The want of arms presents an 
insuperable obstacle to the operations of citizens. Year alter 
year have the Indians made irraptions into that country. They 
killed men, carried women and children intoa captivity worse 
than death; and removed or destroyed much valuable property, 
thus retarding the introduction of emigrants and the develop- 
ment of the resources of the country. This region, exposed 
from its geographical position, its peculiar topographical features, 
and the spontaueons productions of the soil, preventing the rapid 
movement of bodies of men, not inured to the chaparral and the 
parched plains of the Sonth-west, requires some action on the 
part of the State to give it protection. By placing arms in the 
bands of the citizens, in many instances, the tragedies incident 
to frontiers could be averted, or the perpetrators of these savage 
aets chastised. 

The committee would not be understood as impugning or call- 
ing in question the measures adopted by the commandant of the 
Sth military department of the United States, for the protection 
of the aforesaid territory. The intention is to indicate facts and 
not to attribute blame, where it is unsustained by evidence. 

The bill is reported back to the Senate, and its passage respect- 
fully recommended. 

JOHNS. FORD, Chairman. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to enabie persons who have lost 
the evidence of their claim against the late Republic or State of 
‘Texas, to obtain duplicates; read first time. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill incorporating the Texas and 
Louisiana Railroad company; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to create the county of Orange; read third time, and 
passed by a constitutional majority. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had adopted a substitute for the Senate’s bill to re- 
quire the return of field-notes in certain cases; also, 

That the House had passed a bill concerning juries; and 

Joint resolution in relation to money due the State by the Gov- 
vernment of the United States. ° 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the resolution was taken up and 
read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended, resolution 

~ read second time, and passed to third reading. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out " Honorable ; ” lost. 

_ On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill concerning surveys ef laud 
was taken up aud read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Grav, the bill was amended by striking out 
a day of January, 1853,” and inserting “31st day of August, 
1853.” 

- Qn motion of Mr. Wilson, the bill was laid on the table. 
_The following bills were severally read third time and passed, 
viz: 

A bill forthe relief of the heirs of Mrs. Nancy Anderson ; 

A bill for the relief of George W. Browning; and 

A bill for the relief of Alexander McKenzie. i 

A bill supplementary to an act, approved January 28, 1550, 
concerning the incorporation of the city of Nacogdoches ; read 
third time. 

Mr. ‘Merriman offered the following amendment: 

Add at end of section 3, “ that the powers given by this act to 
the corporation therein named, shall extend to, and may be exer- 
cised by the corporation of the city of Galveston;” rejected. 

The bill then passed. : 

A bill toincoporate the Aransas Road company; read third time, 
and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill to incorporate the Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad com- 
pany, together with the report of the Select committee, offering a 
substitute therefor, was read, substitute adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed. 


A bill to incorporate the Brazos and Colorado Railroad compa- 
ny; read. 


Mr. Dancy offered to amend by adding an additional section, 
to be section 31; adopted. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. Š 


A bill to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific Rail- 
way company, for the extension of the New Orleans, Algiers and 
Opelousas Railroad throngh Texas, together with the report of 
the committee on Internal Improvements, offering amendments 
thereto, was read. The 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th amendments 
of the committee were adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, the 6th amendment was amended by 
striking out “ten,” and inserting “four.” 
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Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment to the sixth 
amendment of the committee: 

Strike out “four miles,” and insert “eight sections of 440 
acres each, to be located on any Unappropriated public domain ;* 
adopted, and amendment as amended was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the bill was laid on the table. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting the 
Representatives from Texas, to procure the passage of a law pro- 
viding for the payment of tae members of the company of Capt. 
William K. Elliott of Shelby county; read and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Taylor moved to reconsider the vote which concurred in 
the amendments of the House to a bill for the Nquidation and 
payment of the debt of the late Republic of Texas, which mo- 
tion was, on motion of Mr. Wiison, laid on the tabie. 

Qn motion of Mr, Bogart, the Senate adjourned until3 o’clock 
p- m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Hart moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing 19 o'clock; carried by the following vote: 

Ygas—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Eddy, Hart, Reaves, Taylor, 
Truit and Wiliams—s. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Grimes, Merriman and 
Wilson— 6. 


Fripay, January 30, 1552, 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—roli ca'led—quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment to the journal : 

Strike out “3 o'clock,” and insert “met about 25 minutes be- 
fore 3 o'clock, as the clock had been moved forward ;” rejected 
by the following vote: 

Y gas—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Doane, Duggan and Scott---d. 

Nays—Mes:rs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Eddy. Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, Taylor, Williams and Wil- 
son— 13. 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment: 

After the word “met,” insert “pursuant to adjournment, ac- 
cording to the clock in the Senate chamber, the index of which 
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had been pnt forward by some one, or run forward of its own 
accord, about thirty minutes during the time of recess,” 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the amendment was amended by add- 
ing “or gentlemen’s watclies varied from the true time,” 

The amendment, as amended, was rejected by the following * 
yote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Doane, Duggan, Ford, Gray, 
Kinney and Scott—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor, Williams and 
Wilscen—14, © ` 

The journal was then adopted by the following vote: 

Yxss—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor, 
Williams and Wilson——15. 

Nays—Messrs. Daney, Duggan and Scott---3. 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of Lasa McKinzie; referred 
to the committee on the Militia. 

Mr. Grimes presented the memorial and supplemental memo- 
rial of James Schott and E. D. Whitney, and moved that they be 
spread on the journal. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the motion to spread on the jour- 
nal was laid on the table. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Eingrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, 

A bill concerning offences committed by negroes; 

A bill to incorporate the Vicksburg and El Paso Rail-road 
Company; and 

A Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to procure the passage of a law pro- 
viding for the payment of the company of Capt. Wm. K. Eliott, - 
of Shelby county. 

Mr. Reaves, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which was 
referred a bill to amend the 7th section of ah act concerning 
crimes and punishments, approved March 20, 1648, reported a 
substitute therefor, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: 

Your committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Charles A. Warfield, have considered the 
same, and find that Mr. Warfield did, in the year 1842, have lo- 
cated and surveyed two land certificates, known as Toby scrip, 
No. 624 and No. 631, in Robertson’s land district, now Dallas 
county, and left the same in the Jand office at Springfield; and 
some time thereafter the surveyor died, and the attorney for the 
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admıntstrator ot the estate ot the surveyor, called soon thereafter, 
at the land office at Springfield, and demanded of the then sur- 
veyor, the above named land certificates, and receipted the sùr- 
veyor forthe same. From that time, it shows that Mr. Warfield 
has not heard from, or been able to find the certificates. He now 
prays the Legislature to cause patents to issue upon the surveys 
made-as above stated. 

Your committee are satisfied that Mr. Warfield made the sur- 
veys in good faith, ang the patents would isste to him, doubtless, 
if he could produce the certificates. ‘The premises considered, 
1 am instructed to report a bill for his relief, for the consideration 
of the Senate. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A bill for the relief of Charies A. Warfield; read ‘first time, 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which were referred a bill to remove certain papers from ‘the 
county seat of Austin county and piace them in the General 
Land Office, and a bill to quiet the titles to lands in and near 
Burnet’s colony, reported the same back to the Senate and recom- 
mended their passage. 

Mr. Gray made the foliowing report: 

The committee on the Judictary ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the enclosed bills, relating to colonists in 
Peters’ colony, which have already been ueted on in the general 
bill relating to that subject passed by the Senate. 

Mr. Gray, from the same committee, reported baek to the Se- 
nate, for its action, a Lill supplementary to an act granting certain 
powers to the corporation of Galveston city, approved December 
5, 1551. 

‘Mir. Gray also made the {slowing report: 

January 29, 1852, 


The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to re- 
peal “a joint resolution for the punishment of vagrants,” and in- 
struct me to report—that, in their opinion, vagrants {sometimes 
denominated “ loafers”) area class of the community deserving the 
eompasSion and commiseration of working men, who have their 
loaf and giass per day ; and instead of making them subjects of 
legal inquisition and persecution, when it is notoriously known 
that the law delights to feed on richer food, and rarely exerts 
itself to draw blood ont of turnips, they should be made honorary 
members of the county work-houses. ‘Ihe committee believe the 
bill would have this humane and benevolent result, and recom- 
mend its speedy passage, with prosperity to vagrants. 

P. W GRAY. 
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Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Samuel A. Belden, a citizen of the county of Cameron 
in this State, have had the same under consideration, and find 
that on or about the 15th day of March, 1850, the Mexican Go- 
vernment, through, her officers, made an illegal and iniquitous 
seizure of a large amount of tobacco at Saltillo, the property of 
Samuel A. Belden & Co., American merchants, the said Belden 
a resident of this State, and mulcted his said house in a large 
fine; in default of the payment of which, subjecting’ the said 
Belden to incarceration. ‘I‘hat this was in express violation of 
the 19th article of the late treaty between Mexico and the United 
States, and such a flagrant outrage upon the commerce, rights 
and liberty of a citizen of this State, as to call for the prompt in- 
terposition of the United States. I am, therefore, instructed to 
report the following resolution. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, to use their exertions to obtain in- 
demnity from the Government of Mexico, for spoliations com- 
mitted upon the property of Saml A, Belden; read first time. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
which was referred a bill incorporating the Texas and Lonisiana 
Rail-road Company, reported a substitute for the same, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes made the following report: 

Acsrin, January 29, 1852. 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred a bill for 
the relief of McKinney & Williams, have had the same under 
consideration. {t appears that McKipaney & Williams have hy- 
pothecated a portion of their claims against the late Republic, so 
that they could not submit the same to the Auditor and Comp- 
troller, as required by the act passed the 20th March, 1848, to 
asceriain the debt of the late Republic of Texas. They, there- 
fore, pray to be allowed the benefit of their claims ‘in the saine 
manner as though they had have filed their claims as required 
under the above recited act. ‘They represent, that if they can 
have the assurance of receiving their pay, they can obtain the 
control of that portion of their claims that they have-been eom- 
pelled to hypothecate. It is represented to your committee, that 
there are other creditors in a like condition. Your committee 
are of opinion, that the confidence of creditors in the ability and 
integrity of Texas to pay her debts, should not operate to the 
ruiu of those who, through sympathy or zeal for our cause, have 
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advanced their means with a liberality beyond their ability. The 
committee have, therefore, instructed me to report a general bill, 
and recommend it to the favorable consideration of the Senate, 
JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 
A bill for the relief of persons who have hypothecated their 
evidence of claim against the late Republic ot Texas; read first 
time. 
Mr. Duggan made the following report : 


SENATE CHAMBER, Jan. 30, 1852. 
To the President of the Senate : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following: 

An act for the relief of Brigadier General Edward H. Tarrant; 
a act changing the names of Antoinett Scott and Sidney 

ay ; 

An act to amend the 13th, 16th and 17th sections of the act to 
incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Rail-road 
Company ; 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to locate perma- 
nently the county seat of Lavaca county ; 

_ An act to provide for the service of process issuing from jus- 
‘tices courts In certain cases ; : 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to amend the 
seventh section of an act entitled an act to organize the Supreme 
Court of the State of Texas, approved May 12th, 1846; 

An act to incorporate the town of Clarksville in Red River 
county. ' 
All of which are correctly enrolled, and were on yesterday 

deposited with the Governor for his approval. 
T. H. DUGGAN, Chairman. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to change and define the bounda- 
ries of the counties of Sabine and Jasper ; read first time. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a substitute for the relief of Thomas 
P. Crosby ; 

Also, that the House had passed a bill, originating in the Se- 
nate, to legalize the official acts of Talbot Chambers, as commis 
sioner of titles for Milam’s colony ; 

Also, that the House concurred in the amendments of the Se- 
nate to the following bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of William McFarlin ; 

A bill to incorporate the Clarksville and Mount Pleasant Turn- 
pike Company; and 

A bill for the relief of John B. Thacker. 
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Also, that the House had passed the following bills which ori- 
ginated in that body, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Shannon} 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of Stephen Wiley, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac G. Parker ; 

A bill authorizing the Governor to obtain a portrait of George 
Washington, belonging to the State and now in the city of 
Houston ; 

A bill to amend the first section of an act for the relief of Green- 
berry Logan and Joseph Taylor, approved February 8, 1850; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Lockhart, in Caldwell county ; 

A bill for the reliefof Wright Coley, of Robertson county ; 

A bill for the relief of Walter Barclay ; 

A bill to give certain civil and criminal jurisdiction to the 
mayor of the city of Marshall, in Harrison county ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Porter, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of Henry J. McKenzie, a colonist of Mer- 
cer’s colony ; 

A bill for the relief of John E. Linn; 

A bill relinquishing the title of the State to lots on Galveston 
Island in the possession of actual settlers, purchased under the 
patent issued to Levi Jones and Edward Hall ; 

A bill to authorize the county court of Limestone county to 
levy, and cause tp be collected, toll on all persons, horses, cattle, 
hogs, sheep, carriages and wagons passing over_the bridge re- 
cently built across the Navisote river at Springfield ;. 

A bill to define more correctly the boundaries ef San Patricio 
county; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob De Cordova and Isaac D. Parker ; 

A bill for the relief of John Blair; 

A bill for the relief of Levi Korn; 

A bill to make valid the record of certain marriage licenses ; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Bartlett ; 

A bill to remove from Austin county, and place in the General 
Land Office, certain land papers herein named ; 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents on certificates issued by the board of land 
commissioners of Upshur county, under certain restrictions ; 

A bill to incorporate the Grand Bluff Turnpike Company ; 

A bill to incorporate the Dallas Bridge and Plank-road Com- 

any 5 
A bill to incorporate the town of Paris ; 
A bil! for the relief of the heirs of W. G, Hendricks ; 


A bill granting 320 acres of land to each of the three twin 
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children of Mrs. Susan J. Dooley and Littleton J. Dooley, of Rusk 
county; and 

Joint resolution for the relief of Robert M. Elgin, receiving 
clerk of the General Land Office. 

The message of the Governor, returning to the Senate a bill to 
be entitled “an act confirming the action of the Auditor and 
Comptroller under the previsions of an act of the Legislature 
to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republiz of Texas, 
approved March 20th, 1848, and the act supplementary thereto, 
approved February 8, 1850,” and filed with the Secretary of the 
Senate on yesterday, was taken up and read as follows: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, l 
+ Austin, Jan. 29, 1852. 
Gentlemen of the Senate: 


Tt is a matter of much regret to me, that I am compelli by 
a sense of my duty as the Chief Executive Magistrate of the 
State, to return to you unsigned, the act entitled “an act con- 
firming the action of the Auditor and Comptroller, under the 
provisions of an act of the Legislature, to. provide for ascer- 
taining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved 
March 20, 1848, and the act supplementary thereto, approved 
February 8, 1850.” 

I have, both in my official capacity, and as a private citizen, 
expressed my approbation of, and concurrence in the justice ot 
the general basis upon which the Auditor and Comptroller have 
classified the public debt of Texas, and the value assigned to 
them; but there is no general rule without its exceptions; and 
with those officers, L do think that there are cases of individual 
hardship to which an application of the general basis, upon 
which they felt themselves constrained to act, does not render 
justice. By reference to the report of the Auditor and Comp- 
troller, it will be found that they use the following language in 
respect to such cases: “In the average value assigned to the 
consolidated fand of the 6th June, 1837, there came to our 
knowledge a few cases of hardship, where the government had 
received full consideration for the original obligations which 
had been converted into this fund, and yet owned by the original 
investor. Had we departed from the rate we had assigned to 
this or any other character of liability, in one instance, no mat- 
ter how justifiable, others not possessing the same merit would 
have claimed it, and the consequence would have been, that 
but few claimaints would have been satisfied with any other 
classification than that of par. For this reason, we determined, 
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in all instances, to adhere to the rate affixed to each class, and 
report such cases of hardship as might arise to the Legislature, 
in order that such relief may be awarded in the premises as 
appears to be just. We therefore accompany this report with 
a statement, marked ‘C,’ of such cases, and hope the same 
will receive your favorable consideration. In this connection, 
we refer you to the communication. of Dr. John W. King, upon 
the subject of his claim, which is enclosed in the statement 
last named.” 


It is apparent from this, that the officers themselves, who 
classified the liabilities of Texas, and affixed the general value 
of the same, thought that there were cases to which the rule 


they established ought not to apply, and which the Legislature 
should relieve. 


Itis believed by me, that the passage of the law in ques- 
tion, in the general terms in which it is couched, without any 
reservation or saving of special claims, proscribes the “ cases 
of hardship,” mentioned by the Auditor and Comptroller. I 
think it would clearly preclude the present Legislature from re- 
lieving the same, and render it extremely doubtful whether 
they could be considered by any future Legislature, without an 
absolute repeal of the law. If there are cases in which the 
scale acted upon by the Auditor and Comptroller, and now 
proposed to be adopted by the Legislature without any qualii- 
cation, will operate unjustly to certain creditors eminently enti- 
tled to the consideration and protection of the government, it 
would seem proper that though their claims be now postponed, 
that they should at least be left open for examination and equi- 
table adjustment. Itis my anxious wish to see the State of 
Texas, at this time attracting universal attention, assume a po- 
sition in reference to her debt which will not only command the 
admiration of her sister States and of Foreign powers, but save 
her also from any just charge of repudiation. So far as lies in 
my power, I desire every creditor of Texas to have what in 
justice and equity isdue him. Such, too, I believe, is the sen- 
timent of the people at large, and of the Legislature. I, how- 
ever, well know that men equally patriotic and honest, differ in 
their opinions about all measures of public policy, and in re- 
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turning the bill referred to, to the House in which it originated, , 


without my signature, I have only exercised a constitutional 
privilege, with respectful deference to the Honorable Legisla- 
ture. If contrary to my opinion, both Houses shall think the 
passage of the‘act in question, will not operate unjustly and 
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oppressively in some cases, let it be passed. I will, at least, 
have done what I conceived to be my duty, in withholding my 
assent from it. 
Having thus briefly expressed my reasons for objecting to 
this bill, I now return it to you for your final action. 
P. H. BELL, 
A Bill 


To be entitled an act confirming the action of the Au- 
ditor and Comptroller under the provisions of an act of the 
Legislature, to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas, approved March 20th, 1848, and the act 
supplementary thereto, approved February 8, 1850. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Teeas, That the rate of payment and classification assigned to 
each class of debt of the late Republic, by the Auditor and 
Comptroller, under the provisions of an act entitled “an act 
for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas,” ap- 
proved March 20th, 1848, and the act supplementary thereto, 
approved February 8, 1850, as reported by said officers in their 
report to the Legislature, of date the 12th of November, 1851, 
is héreby recognized and adopted by the State of Texas; and 
the value assigned to each class of liabilities by said officers in 
their report aforesaid, is what the State of Texas recognizes as 
due to the respective claimants. 

DAVID C. DICKSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JAMES W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a call of the Senate was made. 

Mr. Bigelow moved that the message and bill be made the or- 
der of the day for to-morrow at 11 o’clock; carried by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Deane, Dug- 
gan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, 
Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson—i7. y 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Eddy, Hart? Meusebach, Reaves, Scott 
and Taylor—7. 

A message was received from the House, asking that a bill for 
the relief of John B. Thacker be returned to the House of Rep- 

- resentatives. 7 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Secretary was directed to 
return it. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. 
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Senate met—roll cailed—quorum present. fees 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the motion to re-consider the vote 
which concurred in the amendment of the House to a bill pro- 
viding for the liquidation and payment of the debt of the Jate- 
Republic of Texas, was taken up, and,by leave, was withdrawn. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrdssed Bills, 
reported a bill for the relief of Dayid Andrews correctly engrossed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill, which originated in the‘Senate, 
to encourage the reporting of the decisions ofthe Supreme Court. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committeé on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a bill providing for the liquidation and payment of the 
debt of the late Republic of Texas correctly enrolled, and that 
the same has this day been deposited with the Governor for his 
approval, | 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to procure the passage of a law providing for the 
payment of the company of Captain William K. Elliott, of Shel- 
by county, who were called out by Governor Henderson, tinder 
a requisition of the United States officers; read third time and 

assed. ’ ; 
. A bill concerning offences committed by negroes; read third 
time. v - 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: , 

“Sec. 19. That a regular term of the county court for the frial 
of negroes may be had en the first Monday in every month, 
when the court shall deem it necessary; and any such term at 
which a trial shall be begun, may be continued from day to day 
till such trial is concluded.” Adopted. ' 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: 

Amend by adding “a jury of freeholders, one-half of wham. 
shall be slaveholders.” Adopted, and bill passed. | 

A bill making appropriations far the use and support of the 
State Government for the years 1852 and 1853. ` - 

Mr Bigelow offered the following amendment: 

Under the head of “ miscellaneous,” insert “To Fleeson and 
Palmer fer publishing, in the American Flag in 1847, the laws 
of Texas relating to elections and orders of elections, in English 
and Spanish, fifty dollars.” Adopted. 7 

Mr. Eddy moved to strike out all that relates to clerk in Trea- 
surer’s Office ; lost. a 
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Mr, Eddy moved sto strike out “4 clerks” in Comptroller's — 


Office, and insert “three clerks”; lost, 

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment: 

Insert “expenses incurred in the necessary repairing and fur- 
nishing the Attorney-General’s Office, apon the accounts being 
approved by the Comptroller of Public Accounts, $377 00.” 

r. Grimes offered the following amendment: 

“To F., Giraud, for furnishing plans and sketches with esti- 
mates of a building intended for the capitol of the State of Texas, 
travelling expenses, &c., $350.” 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. Eddy offered the following amendment: 

a ete hundred dollars for the survey of university lands”; 
opted. 

Mir. Parker offered the following amendment: 

«To Jacob Snively for surveying Toby land scrip, $54”; 
rejected, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the amendment offered by Mr. 
Grimes, and papers relating to Mr. Giraud’s account, was taken 
up and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a joint resolution relative to abolishing 
the franking privilege and the pre-payment of letter postage; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, a bill to establish the New Orleans, 
‘Texas and Pacific Rail-way Company; for the extension of the 
New Orleans, Algiers, and Opelousas rail-road through Texas, 
was taken up. 

Mr. Eddy offered a substitute for the bill, which was adopted 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of Elijah Emberson; re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. - i 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the report of the committee on 
Internal Improvemehts, on a bill for the incorporation of the 
Texas Central Rail-road Company, offering a substitute therefor, 
was taken up, and substitute adopted and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the table one day was suspended, and the report of the committee 
on Internal Improvements, on a bill incorporating the Texas and 
Louisiana Rail-road Company, offering’a substitute therefor, was 


taken up, substitute adopted and ordered to be engrossed. or 


On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill to incorporate the Brown 
ville oo Company was taken up, read and ordered to be 
engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, a bill supplementary to the act 
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establishing the Galveston and Red River Rail-way Company, 
together with the report of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments thereon offering a substitute therefor, was taken up, substi- 
tute adopted and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution 
of the State of Texas; read, and on motion of-Mr. Taylor, laid 
on the table. 

- On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill for the relief of William Goy- 
ens was taken up and placed among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the rivers was taken from the table, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Meusebach, made the special order of the day for 
Monday next. 

A bill for the relief of Michael Pevetot, jr, and Michael J. 
Brake; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution to amend the third section of the fourth article 
of the constitution; read, and on motion of Mr. Bigelow, post- 
poned until Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, joint resolution relative to money 
due the State from the government of the United States was ta- 
ken up, read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill concerning surveys of land 
was taken from the table and read. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend the bill by striking out the pro- 
viso in the 4th section; rejected, and bill passed to a third read- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning, 
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SATURDAY, January 31, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
yum present. F 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was Tè- 
ferred the petition of Elijah Emberson, have considered the same, 
and find from the facts set forth, that Mr. Emberson was a citi- 
zen of Texas at the declaration of independence, and arrived at 
the age of 17 years, in the month of April 1840. Under the 
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law, this class of claims ate net provided fer, while the law of 
1848 provides for persons oi this age coming to Texas, by 
giving them lands. Many of the counties have granted certifi- 
cates in these cases. We cannot see any good reason why re- 
lief should not be given in this case, as the law makers could 
not hare intended to have excluded their own citizens. Iam 
instructed to report the following bill, and recommend its passage, 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Emerson ; read first time. 

Afr. Dancy, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate the Lavaca and Guada- 
lupe Railroad company, reported a substitute therefor, and re- 
commended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Dancy introduced joint resolution proposing an amend- 
ment to tke constitution of the State of Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill to incarporate the Brazosand Colorado Railroad com- 
pany; a 

A bill making appropriations for the support of the Govern- 
ment for the years 1952 and 1833 ; 

A. bill supplementary to the act to establish the Galveston and 
Red River Railway company ; . , 

A bill to incorporate the Texas and Louisiana Rairoad compa- 
ny ; and : 

A bili to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific Rail- 
way company. for the extension of the New Orleans, Algiers and 
Opeiousas Railway through Texas 
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A bill to incorporate the Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad com- 
pany ; read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill to incorporate the Brazos and Colorado Railroad compa- 
ny; read third time, and passed by the following vote : 

Yeras—Alessrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Mensebach, 
Parker, Reaves, Seoti, Sterne, Truit aud Wilson—20. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Grimes and Taylor. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the table one day was suspended ; and 

A. bill to incorporate the Lavaca and Guadalupe Railroad 
company, with the report of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, offering a-substitute therefor, was read, substitute adopted, 
and ordered 10 þe engrossed. i 
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On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was futther suspended, 
bill read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, 
Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson 
—21. 

Nays—Messrs. Grimes and Taylor—2, 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill providing a mode of establish- 
ing certain land certificates conditionally recommended for pat- 
ent, which originated in the Senate. 

Mr. Ford, chairman of the committee on the Militia, to whom 
was referred the petition cf Lasa McKenzie, reported joint reso- 
lution for his relief, which was read first time. 

A bill making appropriations for the use and support of the 
State Government for the years 1852 and 1853 ; read third time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Davey, laid on the table. 

A bill fer the relief of David Andrews; read third time, and 
passed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House concurred in the amendment of the Senate toa 
bill to relinquish the right of the State to certain lands therein 
named. 

A bill extending the provisions of an act to reduce into one 
act, and to amend the several acts relating to the establishment 
of a General Land Office, approved December 14, 1837; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of William C. Swearingen; and 

A bill for the relief of Bluford Brooks and Maston Latham; 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 


A bill granting a ferry privilege to P. C, Shannon ; read sec- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the com- 
mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill to legalize certain--headright certificates issued by the 
county court of Gonzales county; read second time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 


The special order of the day, being the consideration of the 
bill to Le entitled an act confirming the action of the Auditor 
and Comptroller, under the provisions of an act of the Legisla- 
ture, to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of 
Texas, approved March 20, 1848; and the act supplementary 
thereto, approved February 8, 1850, together with the message 
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of the Governor, presenting his objections to the passage thereof, 
was taken up and read. — ` 

The yeasand nays were then called on the passage of the bill 
over the Governor's veto, and were as follows : 7 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Wilhams and Wilson—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Doane, Kinney and Merri- 
man—5. 

So the bill passed by a constitutional majority. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
p- m. 

: 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quornm present. 

A bill requiring the assessors and collectors of taxes to take 
the number of those liable te do military duty ; read. 

Mr. Bigelow moved to amend the bill by striking out after 
= 1853,” the words “of each and every year,” and inserting, — 
“and every four years thereafter ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the first blank was filled with “ June,” 
and the second blank with “two dollars.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote; 

Ysas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Dag- 
gan, Ford, Gray, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Truit, 
Willams and Wiison—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, Reaves ard Scott 
—6. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to incorporate the Lake Creek 
Bridge and Turnpike company, with amendments; also, 

That the House had passed the following bills originating in 
that body, to wit: 

A bili to incorporate the town of Independence ; 

A bill to incorporate the Lavaca Navigation company ; 

A bill concerning the headright claims to jand of Elias M. 
Enbanks and Elias N. Eubanks, of Nacogdoches county ; 

A bill to incorporate the Henderson and Burkville Railroad 
company; and 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Treasurer of 
the State to pay A. J. Hamilton, Esqr., the sum cf fifteen hun- 
dred dollars, for services as counsel for the State, 

A bill to authorize Montgomery county to levy a road tax, 
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together with the report of the committee on Finance, offering 
amendments thereto, was read, and amendments adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the preamble was striken out. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the last section of the bill was 
stricken out, and bill ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill to incorporate the Henderson 
anid Burkville Railroad company was taken up and read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr, Hill, the rnle was suspended, bill read sec- 
ond time, and referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill to amend the 7th section of 
an act concerning crimes and punishments, approved March 20, 
1848, together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, 
offering a substitute therefor, was taken up, and substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the caption was amended so as to 
read “a bill in relation to punishments for capital offences.” 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following amendment: 

* And whenever any person shall have been convicted of a 
capital offence, {treason excepted,) and condemned to death, 
the Governor of this State shall have power to commute said 
Sentence, by substituting therefor imprisonnfent in the State 
Penitentiary, for a term not less than ten years, nor more than 
fifty years ;” adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Ford, 
Gray, Gimmes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Truit and 
Williams—14. 

.Nayvs—Messrs, Burks, Duggan, Eddy, Reaves, Scott and Wil- 
son-——6. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, a bill fo amend the several acts for 
the incorporation of the city of Austin, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Ford offered the following amendment, to come in at the 
end of section 7: = 

« Provided, that this act shall not be construed to couflict in 
any manner with the right of landing heretofore granted to 
Messrs, Grumbles and ‘T'arbox;” adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed.’ = 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed, l 

A bill to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific Rail- 
way company, for the extension of the New Orleans, Algiers and 
Opelousas Railway through Texas; read third time, and passed 
by the following vote : 
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Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Deane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Reaves, Scoti, Sterne, Troit and Williams—18. 7 

Navs—Messrs. Grimes aud Tayior—2. 

A bill supplementary to the act to establish the Galveston and 
Red River Railway company ; read third time, and passed by 
the following vote: 

Yeras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks. Dancy, Davis. Doane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, “Kinney, Meusebach, Merriman, 
Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Truit and Williams—1s. 

Nays—Messrs, Grimes and Taylor—2. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas and Louisiana Railroad com- 
pany; read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yras;—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, “Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Merriman Meusebach, Parker, Reav cS, 
Scott, Sterne, Trait and Wiliams—17. 5 

Navs—Messts. Grimes and ‘Taylor—7. 

On motion of Mr. Doane. a bill concerning irrigation property 
was taken up, read, and passed to third reading. 

On motion cf Mr. Doane, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and pass 

A dill to donate a league of land to the widow and heirs of 
Major William S. Henry. deceased : read. 

On motion of Vir. Williams, the bill was amended by insert- 
ing after © land,” the words “without charge.” 

"The bill was thea ordered to be eng grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed unanimousiy. 

Mr. Duggan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a bill providing a’ mode of establishing certain land 
certificates conditionally recommended for patent, correctly en- 
rolied, and thatthe same was this day deposited with the Gover- 
nor for his eco 

Mr. Eddy intreduced a bill for the relief of Francis M. Di- 
mond; Tead first time. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Public Lands, 

A bill to enabie persons who have lost their evidence of claim 
against the late Republic or State of ‘Texas, to obtain duplicates ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, laid on the table. 

A bill to provide for payment, in part, of the debt of the late 
_Bepubiic of Texas, with the report of the committee on Finance, 
offering amendments thereto, was read, and amendments adopted. 


Mr. Gray moved to amend the caption so as to read “a bill to 
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provide for the payment of that part of the public debt held by 
citizens of Texas; adopted. 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment: 

Amend in 13th line, by striking out “ passage of this act,” and 
insert “at the time the claim was audited under said laws;” 
adopted. 

Mr. Taylor moved to adjourn unti] 9 o’clock Monday morn- 
ing, upon which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Grimes, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Williams—10. 

Nays— Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Doane, Ford, Gray, 
Bill, Merriman, Sterne and Truit—10; lost. . 

- Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock Monday morn- 
img; lost by the following vote: ; 

Yeas—Messts. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Doane, Gray, Merri- 
man and 'Truitt—7. 

Nays —Messrs. Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy. Ford, Grimes, 
Hill, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, ‘Taylor and Williams—13. 

On motion of Mr. Tayler, the Senate adjourned until half past 
9 o'clock Monday morning. 


Monday, February 2, 1852, 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournmeut—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
rum present, 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. : 

Mr. Sterne presented the petition of James Irwin, guardian of 
Thomas A. R. Duncan; referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Me Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill to iucorporate the Texas Central Railroad Company, and 

A bill to incorporate the Brownsville Railroad Company. 

Mr. Taytor, chairman.of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported back to the Senate a bill for the relief of Bluford 
Brooks and Mastoro Latham, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, reported 
back to the Senate a bill fixing the rate at which the Texas stock 
of indemnity shall be paid at the treasury, and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Dancy made the following report: 
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Senate CHAMBER, February 2, 1852. 
To the President of the Senate : 


The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a 
“joint resolution concerning an Indian boundary,” have in- 
structed me to report the joint resolution back to the Senate for 
their consideration, as it is desirable to ascertain what course the 
United States Government is disposed to pursue with regard to 
the Indians within the limits of Texas. The resolution anthor- 
izes the Governor to open negotiations with the United States 
Government on that subject. but makes nothmeg obligatory npon 
the State, unless it is ratified by asubsequent Legisiature. There 
are many difficnities connected witn onr Indian relations; but it 
is betieved that they can all be overcome, if the United States is 
disposed to act justly towards Texas Although the conduct of 
that Government heretofore has not been calcniated 10 inspire 
Texas with conf tence when her interests are conecrned. there is 
no impropriety in giving the United States an opportnity to 
show whether they are disposed to do ns jnstice hereafter, or not. 
Hoping that a change may take place for the better, the resoiution 
is Shoustied. JON WW. DANCY, Chairman. 

Mr. Davis introduced a LIN to encourage tue openiug of a 
channe! thronsh Red Fish bar, and at the month of the Trinity 
river: read first time, and on motion of Sir. Davis, tte ruie was 
suspended, bill read second time and reierred, tozether with the 
memorial of T. J. Cuambers, to the committee on Internal fm- 
provements. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill for the relief of Isaac Multins: 
read first time, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, the ruie was sns- 
pended, bili read second time and referred to the committee on 
Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill to authorize the Comutrolier to 
settle the accounis of Messrs. Miller and Bourland, commission- 
ers to investigate land titles west of the Nueces river; read first 
time. : 

Mr. Meusebach presented the petition of Ii. Castro; referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill, directing the Auditor and Comp- 
troller to perform certain duties therein described ; read first time. 


Mr. Kinney offered the following resolution: ' 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to enquire 
into the expediency of authorizing the Governor to adopt such 
Measures as may be necessary to protect the frontiers from Indian 
depredations, when the same are not protected by the troops of 
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the United States; and that said committee report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Truit offered the following resolution : 

Resolvd, That the committee on State Affairs be requested to 
take under consideration the propriety of the passuge of some 
law regulating the charges of physicians. 

Mr. Dancy submitted the following protest : 

On Saturday, 31st ult., I voted against the bill vetoed by the 
Governor, which adopted the scaling of the Auditor and Comp- 
troller, because it appears fra the report of those officers, that 
the arbitrary rule adopted by them does injustice both to the 
creditors aud the State, in maby instances. They report a few 
cases of hardship which have come to their- knowledge, and re- 
commend relief. There is no recommendation to reduce those 
claims which are manifesity scaied too high. The law of 1848 
designed thet when the report should be made to.a subsequent 
Legisiature, “a revision and amendment” should take place, 

fore the < ratideation ” of the report; and after such ranfication, 
it was expecied tuat Texas wouid pay the amount affixed there- 
by to each claim, and no more. Any other view of the scaling 
sysiem wouid make it a farce, which will render Texas ridicu- 
lous at home and abroad. It is absolutely necessary, then, that 
the repart of the Auditor and Comptroller should be revised and 
amended. so that justice may be done to individuals and the 
State, as fur as possible, before the final ratification thereof. The 
amount of money reeommended to be paid to individuals is 
smail, but there are several hundred thousand dollars charged 
against the Siate, which she ought not to pay. 

if the bill becomes a law, as it doubtless will, the State will 
stand pledged to pay the full amount affixed to every claim; and 
efforts wil! bs made {as they have already been made since the 
passage of the bill) to grant relief to. those individuals who have 
been Injured by the passage of the law. If this is once begun, 
we will he involved in vexations and harrassing special legisla- 
tion for the next twenty or thirty years, at a cost of millions to 
the State. 


Tt is said that the Legislature did not have time to revise and 
amend the report at this session. It woujd have been better for 
-the Auditor and Comptroller to have had two years longer to as- 
certain the facts connected with our debts, and to have made a 
fuller report at the next biennial session of our legislature; as 
the State could not lose hy the delay, and all questions concern- 
ing the proper disposition of the United States bonds could have 
been fully discussed before the people, The adoption of the 
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scaled debt ought also to be submitted to the people, so that no 
efforts should be made to disturb it afterwards. The anxiety of 
this Legislature to settle the debt has caused them to adopt the 
report as it stands, in order to make an appropriation to pay the 
debts of the State. The passage of the public debt bill has car- 
ried out that intention, by placing two millions of the bonds be- 
yond our control. As I feel satisfied that the passage of these 
two bills puts it out of the power of the State to do herself justice, 
I could not vote for them. But when the bill affixing the value 
to our debts reported by the Auditor and Comptroiler becomes a 
law, I shall ieel it to be my duty to adhere to it, as the only 
means of saving my country from a ruinous system of special 
iegislation, which, 1f once begun, will end in rendering the sca- 
ling system a nullity, and Texas a ly-word among the nations 
of the earth. When the scaling system is adopted, I wish it 
done in such u way that justice may be done to the State, and 
that the action thereon may be final. JON W. DANCY. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to incorporate the Lake Creek Bridge and Turnpike 
Gompany, with the amendments of the House; read, and amend- 
ments concurred in. 

A biil to incorporate the Brownsville Raiiroad Company, and 
a bill to incorporate the Texas Central Railroad Company, were 
severally read a third time and passed by the following vote: 

YeEas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Deane, 
Duggan. Eddy, Ford, Grav, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Scott, 
Sterne, Trnit and Williams—17. 

Nars— Messrs. Grimes and Taylor—2. 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the rivers ; 
read. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Meusebach was rejected. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment, to come in after the 
appropriations : 

“That it shall be the duty of the Governor, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint a State Engineer; 
whose duty it shall be, in connection with such assistants-as he 
may select, to make an accurate survey of al] the rivers named in 
this act, from their mouths as high up as he may consider the 
same capable of being made advantageously navigable—particn- 
latly noting the character and extent of obstructions to such 
navigation, and the probable cost of removing the same, and such 
other suggestions as may by him be considered =3etnl: all of 
which shall be reported to the Governor, and by him laid before 
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the next Legislature, within twenty days after the meeting of the 
same; and the Governor is hereby authorized to draw upon the 
appropriation made by this act, for an amount sufficient to carry 
into effect the provisions of this section, and no other sums shall 
be drawn therefrom until further provided for by law”; rejected 
by the following vote: 

Yeras—Messrs. Burks, Grimes, Hart and Hill—4. 

Nays --Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Dug- 
gan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—19. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment, to come in after 
the appropriation : 

“To be applied and used for the removal of snags, logs, rafts, 
leaning timbers, and other obstructions to the free navigation of 
the various rivers, creeks, bayous, &c., within the State of Texas. 
in such manner as nay be deemed most expedient and useful by 
three commissioners, to be selected by joint vote of the twa 
Houses of the Legis ature”: rejected. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment: 

Strike out 4th section, and insert in lieu thereof : 

“Sec, 4th. The several boards shall lay off the work to be 
done, in sections of convenient size; let out the work to the 
lowest bidder, who shall enter into bond in double the amount 
of his bid for the faithful performance of the work, with securi- 
ties to be approved by the board. They shall superintend the 
work, and see that it is done in confor ity with the contracts ; 
but neither of them shail, either directly or indirectly, be interested. 
in auy bid or contract.” Adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered a substitute for the bill; read. 

Mr. Hill moved to recommit the bill and substitute to the com- 
mittee on Internal improvements; lost. 

The substitute was rejected by the following vote: 


Yeas —Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Gray, Hart, Hill and Williams 
—-6. 

Nays~-Messts. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Duggan, Ford, Kin- 
ney, Merriman, Meusebach, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit and 
Wilson—13. 


Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment: 


In section 5, line 22, strike out all after “time,” to the end of 
the section, and in insert “draw drafts on the treasury in favor 
of the contractor for stich sums as they may think necessary and 
proper to enable such contractor to progress with his work: pro- 
vided, that in no case shal] they draw for more than two-thirds of 
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the work actually done and performed, until the whole of the 
contract shall have been completed.” Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the bill was amended by adding, 
after “ Angelina,” the words “and Attoyac.” 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

“For Little river, five thousand dollars,” 

Mr. Eddy offered the following amendment to the amendment: 

, insert, after “Little river,” the words “and Big Bear Creek 
river.” Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill making appropriatious for the improvement of the rivers, 
being under consideration when the Senate adjourned, was again 
taken up. . 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the vote which adopted the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Eddy was re considered. 

Mr. Ford offered the following amendment, as a substitute for 
Mr. Hills amendment : 

Afier « Brazos,” add the.words “and Little river.” Adopted. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following amendment: 

* For Ferry lake, from the Louisiana line to Jefferson, $8,000 ; 
for Cypress bayou, from Jefferson to Watson's ferry, $2,000; for 
Little Cypress, $2,000; for Sulphur Fork of Red river, $5,000; 
for J:m’s bayon, $1,000." Adopted, 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 

In 3rd section, strike out “appointed by the Governor of the 
State, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,” and ip- 
sert “elected by both Houses of the Legislature in joint session.” 
Adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed by the following vote: 

Yeas —Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Ed 
dy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Reaves 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—19. 

Nays— Messrs, Burks and Hill—2, 

Mr. Kinney, for Mr. Parker, made the following report : 

Commirree Room, January 29, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Claims and Acconnts, to which was referred 
a bill to be entitled “An act to pay Frederick Dawson,” have 
had the same under consideration ; and after a full investigation 
of the merits of his claim, they have instructed me to report, that 
the memorial to this Legislature by the said Dawson, in relation 
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to his claim, and the circumstances of the contract entered into 
by him for furnishing the Repnblic of Texas with a navy, is 
scrupulously correct, and that its statements are sustained in 
every particular by the facts and evidence before the committee ; 
and to this memorial the committee beg leave respectfully to refer 
the Senate. = 


They find, that in the year 1838, a commissioner was des- 
patched to the United States, by President Houston, to endeavor 
to obtain a navy for the Republic of Texas, under the provisions 
of a law providing for this object: that this commissioner entered 
into a contract with Frederick Dawson, of Baltiraorc, on the 13th 
November, 1838, which will be found in the appendix to jour- 
nals of the fifth Congress, page 202 to 212, in which the said 
Frederick Dawson stipulated to furnish the Republic ot Texas 
with one ship of war of 500 tons, mounting 18 guns; two brigs 
of war, each of 30!) tons, mounting 12 guns; and three schoon- 
ers, each mounting 5 or 7 guns; with armaments, equipments, 
clothing and provisions for 400 men; all of which are fully set 
forth in the said contract, and which were to be built under the 
immediate direction and management of an agent of the govern- 
ment of Texas. L 

The commissioner thus contracting with Mr. Dawson stipula- 
ted, on the part of Texas, that in consideration of his undertaking 
to fulfil said contract, the Republic would issue to the said Daw- 
son, her bonds for $560,000, to be paid in five years, with interest 
semi-annually, reserving to herself the right to discharge said 
bonds by the payment, in twelve months, of the sum of $336,000. 
In consequence of this arrangement, these bonds were deposited 
in a bank in the city of Philadelphia, and were there retained for 
upwards of twelve months, when they were delivered to Mr, Daw- 
son—the Republic of ‘Texas being, as is well known, unable to 
avail herself of the liberal terms secured to her by the contract. 
The committee deem it scarcely necessary to say that the said Fre- 
derick Dawson fulfilled his contract with promptness and fidelity. 
In fact, the evidence shows that he furnished larger vessels, ar- 
ranged for and capable of carrying more guns, and provided 
them with many more articles both usefil and necessary, than 
his contract required. ‘This is conclusively shown by the report 
of Capt. J. G. Tod, the agent of Texas to superintend the con- 
struction and outfit of these vessels, and by his letter addressed 
to Mr. Dawson, to be“ound in the journals of the 5th Congress, 
pages 198 and 199; in further support of this statement, the 
committee respectfully refer to the accompanying letter from 
Commodore Moore, under whose command these vessels were 
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placed, in answer to enquiries addressed to him by the committee, 
to the statements in which, coming as it does from a source en- 
titled to the highest credit, the attention of your honorable body 
is respectfully invited. 

Commodere Moore also shows that a contract with like stipu- 
lations could not now be made, on more liberal terms than those 
contained in that made with Mr. Dawson. The letter of Com- 
modore Ballard, herewith submitted, predicated on the records of 
the Bureau of Construction at Washington city, as to the cost ot 
vessels of war-of the United States, entirely confirms his opinion. 
Assuming the cost of the construction of these vessels to be cor- 
rectly shown by the evidence referred to, and considering the ' 
risk incurred by Mr. Dawson in undertaking to deliver them at 
Galveston. and adding the cost of armament, provisious and cloth- 
ing for 400 men, the committee have no hesitation in saying that 
the contract, on the part of Mr. Dawson, was not oniy fair, but 
liberal in its terms, and in its performance, more than complied 
with. ; : 

Your committee feel that it is due to Mr. Dawson to say, that 
in entering into this contract, it conid sot have been bis purpose 
to extort-from the necessities of Texas ; for itis weil known that, 
with the sam expended by him in performing this contract, he 
might have gone into the market and bought up, at current pri- 
ces, the liabilities of Texas to the amount at least of a milion of 
dollars. 

The Republic of Texas, after the year-1839, acknowledged by 
more than one act of legislation, her objigation for the bouds 
held by Mr. Dawson, in full, as is evideneed by an act of Con- 
gress, approved February 3rd 1540, making an appropriation of 
$96,000, the interest upon the face of the bonds, (laws of the 
Republic, 4th Congress. page 207,) and by a joint resolution 
approved 19th July, 1812. The liberality of Mr. Dawson was 
not only shown in the manner of executing his contract, but was 
subsequently conspicuously manifested when be heid a draft for 
$40,000 on the bank of the United States, agaiust that sum there 
on deposite: being made acquainted with the fact that Texas 
needed this money, and that in fact she could not do without it, 
he cheerfully waived his_claim to it, and accepted a draft upon 
a bank in New Orleans, which was never paid, as is shown by 
the protest herewith submitted. The manner in which he acted 
in this mutter, is fully shown by the letter of Commodore Moore, 
before referred to. So thoroughly was the government of the 
late Republic impressed with the conviction of what was due to 
Mr. Dawson, that.the Secretary of State, by the direction of Pre- 
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sident Houston, in anticipation of the termination of their separate 
nationality, instructed the Texan negotiators for ennexation, that 
they must endeavor to provide for the payment of what was ow- 
ing by Texas on the vessels to be delivered up to the United 
States, and which she had not previously been able to make; ma- 
nifesting on this, as she had done on all previous occasions, her 
appreciation ot the justice of this claim, and its title to considera- 
tion and respect. i l 

The committee find, as stated in the memorial of Mr. Dawson 
already alluded to, that although he made the contract with the 
_ commissioner of Texas, that other parties aided him to the ex- 
tent of one-half in fulfilling it, to whom one of the bonds issued 
to him has been delivered, and by whom it is represented. 

‘Your committee, on a caretul review and con-~ideration of the 
whole case, and after having availed themselves of all the inform- 
ation afforded from every source, have arrived at the conclusion 
that the claim of Mr. Dowson is entitled not only io justice, but 
to espe-.ial faror, at our hands. In considerauon of the fact, 
that Mr. Dawson was the only one, wilh means sufficient for her 
great wants, who was found willing to embark, nat ouly his for- 
tune but his name, in an enterprise to aid and sustain Texas in 
an hour of doubt and gloom and despoudency, your committee 
conceive that there is no law which requires, and no considera- 
tion which justifies her in declining to acknowledge his claim, 
or in refusing to make provision for its payment. 

Your committee would feel it thelr duty to report a bill con- 
formably to this view, had not Mr. Dawson, with the same libe- 
rality which has charaeterized all his intercourse with Texas, 
asked only that some present partial provision may be made to 
relieve him from pressing embarrassments, and which have 
placed his bonds beyond his control ; expressing his desire, if the 
people of the State wish it, to invest the bulk of his claim in 
works of internal improvement in the State, and to take his chance 
of payment out of the result of them. Willing to refer tins pro- 
position to the people of the State, it may not be improper here 
to say, that Mr. Dawson proposes, prior to any action on the part 
of the Legislature, to file the release to the United States, as re- 
quired by the Secretary of the Treasury. Your committee, there- 
fore, in order to meet the views of Mr. Dawson, and, as far as 
they have been able to learn, those of various members of the 
Senate, have instructed me to report, as substitute for the original 
bill, the two accompanying bill.; the one and first, paying to 
Mr. Dawson one hundred thonsand dollars, and interest thereon 
from the 13th November, 1838, at ten per cent. per annum till 


496 
the first day of July, 1850-—the other, authorizing and requiring 
the Governor to submit the proposition of paying to Mr. Dawson 
the balance of his claim to a vote of the people of Texas. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 


Mr. Dancy dissented from the above report. 

A bill to pay Frederick Dawson a part of his claim against the 
Republic of Texas, and 
A bill to pay Frederick Dawson, were severally read a first 
time. i 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House concurred in the amendmeuts of the Senate to a 
bill coneerning writs of certiorari to justices courts; aiso, that 
the House had passed a bill to apportion the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives of the Legislature among the several connties of this 
State, according to the requirements of the Constitution. 

air. Evedd-, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
whom was referred a bill to incorporate the Henderson and 
Barkve Pua'rond Company, reported the same back to the Se- 
nate, with a sulistitnte for the 9th section, and recommended its 
adoption and the passage of the bill. 

On metion of Mr. Reaves, a bill making appropriations for the 
use and support of the State Government for the years 1852 and 
1553. wa- taten np and read third time. 

wir Gries offered the following amendment : 

“Po James F. Johnson, for amount paid Guadalupe Lopez 
for bringing re‘urns of election from El Paso county, one bun- 
dred and eighty-five dollars.” Adopted, - 

Mr. Seatt olf-red the following ameudment: 

s Three bnucred dollars for the pay of a Chaplain.” Adopted 
by the folowing vote: 

Yras— Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Dug- 
gan, Eddy. Ford, Gray. Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne. Taylor, Trui, Williams and Wilson—2v. 

Nay—Mr. Grimes—1. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. Duzgan, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the foliowing report: 

‘The committee on Enrolled Bitls have examined the follow- 
ing: 

An act to define the time of holding the courts of the twelth 
judicial district ; 

An act encouraging the reporting of the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court; 
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An act to legalize the official acts of Talbot Chambers, as com- 
missioner of titles for Milam’s Colony; all of which are correctly 
enrolled, and were of this day deposited with the Governor for 
his approval. : 

Mr. Merriman made the following report : 

To the President of the Senate: 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred the resolution 
requiring said committee to investigate the expediency of repeal- 
ing all laws for the collection of debts hereafter contracted in this 
State, ond to report the result of their investigatiGn to the Senate, 
have had the same under consideration, aud find the subject 
matter thereof very subtle, exceedingly metaphysical and trou- 
blesome of solution. ‘The brief time given your committee, -at 
this late: period of the -session, to investigate the question, 
amounts to a prohibition of demonstrative conciusions, unless, 
as our chairman beautifully expressed himse'!f, eact member of 
the committee could save all of his thoughts at diuner. and dreams 
at night, upon the subject, and string them on a stick as a boy 
strings cat-fish, and present them in a pileto the Senate. 

Difficult as the task has been, your committee have endeavored 
to dive beneath the submarine depths, and soar above the heaven- 
kissing heights of the vast problem contained in the resolution. 
They have endeavored to extract the intumesceint efflorescence 
of the resolution, and by Artesian thought, to strike the fountain 
of rejuvenescence embowelled in the primary strata on which the 
dubious syllogism is based. If the language of the resolution 
had been left unencumbered by the amendment, the good that 
would have resulted to the State from a law comprehending its 
provisions, would have been apparent to all. A Leavy aud one- 
rous debt which has attached itself to individuals by divers ways 
and means, connected with the fall of cotton and the rise of putty, 
would have been wiped out by an artistic act of a single section, 
and the elevated heads of depressed and down-trodden debtors 
would have turned to the capitol, and blessed the framer of the 
resolution that called forth a law to burst their shackles. Alas! 
for human good, the amendment cats off this frnitin] source of 
enquiry, and sends your committee afloat on a sea of incertitude, 
with untried perils booming up in the distance, without a chart 
to distinguish the channel {rom the rocks and quicksands. The 
earlier, and perhaps the only law analogous to the one asked for 
by the resolution, was enacted by Captain Moses a sort of mili- 
tary justice of the peace and law-maker for a people called Israel- 
ites, who had borrowed. and otherwise obtained. from a people 
called Egyptians, a large amount of jewelry on a credit; and by 
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virtue of this law, they never did pay for it, as will be seen by 
several cases tried where this law was given in evidence under 
the general issue, and sustained by the court. Your committee 
found this law and the decisions under-it, in the first volume of 
Moses’ Reports, printed a few years prior to-the revolution of 
Texas, and to which they reler the Sevate for further particulars. 

In pressing the enguiry to ascertain the results of such a law 
on the future destinies of Texas, your committer have gone chro- 
nologically back to the time when Adam and Eve formed a co- 
partnership in the fruit trade. and Cain and Ale! were only shirt- 
tail boys running at large in the garden of Eden. The few 
remaining regords of the time show, couciusiveiy, that bo law 
then existed to euforce the coilection of delis, and the people 
were hagely happy. Before the battle of San Jaciite, there ex- 
isted a Repub‘ie called Sparta, where the colection of debts 
could not be enforced by the courts, aithough money was plenty 
but didientt to make sma: change, except at the biaeksmith’s, 
If in the opiniou of the Senate, an evil existis in the frequent 
enforceiment of laws for the collection of debis. then. Ly adopting 
the Spartan eoin aud standard of va'ue for the pice ou-roost cur- 
rency pow alloat, and waking it a legal tender, the same result 
Wil be obtained that wou.d fotow the repeal of the laws named 
inthe resolution. Such are the investigations of yonr committee, 
which they have instruct d me to report back to the Senate for 
their consideration. — =- 
F. H. MERRIMAN, One ofthe Com. 

Joint resolution to amend the 3rd section of the 4th article of 
the consutntiou ; read. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment : 

Adc to the end of third section, before the last clause, “and the 
district courts shall have appellate jurisdiction ef ail cases ori- 
ginating in inferior courts.” Adopted, and bili ordered to be 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill to apportion the Senators and 
Represeutatives of the Legislature among the sevéral counties of 
this State, according to the requirements of the constitution, was 
taken up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill to authorize the county court of 
Limestone county to levy, and canse to be collected, toll on all 
persons, horses, cattle, hogs, sheep, carriages and wagons passing 
over the bridge recently built across the Navisoto river at Spring- 
field, was taken up and read first time. 

_ On motion of Mr, Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read second 
time, i 
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Mr. Hill offered the following amendment, to come in at the 
end of first section : 

«t And further provided, that nothing in this section shall be so 
construed as to authorize the collection of toll from any person 
who is a citizen of said county of Limestone, nor to authorize the 
allowing of damages to any person being a citizen of said county, 
tor i injury sustained in’ passing over said bridge.” Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading, « 

On motion of Mr, Hill, the rule was farther suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate Bastrop Educational Society ; read. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill was amended by striking out 
the 8th sec’ion. The bill then passed to a third reading" 

A bill to incorporate the Columbus male and female seminary ; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time aud passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill reqariring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue patents for four leagues of the school lands of Washington 
county ; read. 

Mr. Mensebach offered the follow ng amendment: 

Provided that nothing herein contained shall be so construed 
as to interfere with any rights which may have accrued to other 
parties before the passage ‘of this act.” Adopted, and bill passed 
to a third reading. 

On motiou of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until seven 
o'clock p. m. 

7 O'CLOCK, Pe M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Eingrossed Bills,re- 
ported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill to authorize the county of Montgomery to levy a road 
tax; 

A bill requiring the assessors and collectors of taxes to take 
the number of persons liable to do military duty ; 


A bill for the relief of Michael Pevetot and Michael Brake ; 


A bill to legalize certain headright certificates issued by the 
county court of Gonzales county; and 

A bill to amend the several acts to incorporate the city of Aus- 
tin. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas P. Crosby ; read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Merriman, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third readme. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the rale was farther suspended, 
bil: read third time and passed, 

A bil to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents on certificates issued by ioe board of land 
commissioners of Upshur county, under certain restrictions; read 
firs? time. 

On motion oi piz. Scott, the ruie was suspended, bill read 


second time and passed to a third reaaine. 
On motion of Mr. Scott, the ruie was further suspended, bill 
read tniud time aud pasua. i 
A biii to tucurporate tae town of Paris; read first time. 
Pet mation of Mr. Viiiams, oe mie was suspended, bill read 
ecand te: gud passa) ta a tlerd reading. ° 


On moton OF Mr Bogan, the ruie was further sustended, bil 
read third tive aud passo. 

A bul to nmewpornide tue Grand Bic Tarnpiie Company ; 
ied Rest taste. ain. on mouon ol Mr. Davis, he Irie was sus- 
pended. ana bi. read seruand time aad passed te a third reading. 

On motou or lor Devis. the ruie wes fir her susponded, bill 
read third dine and passed by a CLS ai DI JOrRY. 

A bI to Tanate om Austin county. anG piace in tie General 
Land Office, certain iand papers herein named: read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wieod, the ruie was sus 6 ‘Gcd, aud bill 
read second tine. 

Ou motion of Mir. Grev. th: 
out “vereia Gated." the bia then passed to a third reading. 

Ga moton oF Mir. Gray the rae wer Donuer sa: pended. bill 
reac third tirme gud po see 

A bi. ior tine rehef ol Rupert Darei: 


On motion a Mir, cee oe ra 2 WLS 


rion was cinenGed by striking 
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i Di to e vad the ali of certain marriage licenses ; 


read first time. 

On mation of Ur. Grimes. the rule wa “apani, biH read 
second time and referred to the commutice on the Judiciary. 

A bill concerning juries ; read first tiin a and on motion of Mr. 
Taylor, the rule was suspended. bill rea ond time and re- 
ferred to the committee on the Tada 

A bill to give certain civil and criminal jurisdiction to the 
m~vor of the city of Marshall, in Harrison county ; read first time, 
n.d on motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
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A bill to ineorporate the Dallas Bridge and Plank-road Com- 
pany; read first time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was 
suspended, bill read ‘second time and referred to the committee 
on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Robert M. E'gin, receiving 
clerk of the General Land Office; read first time, and on motion 
of Mr. Duggan. the rule was suspended, resolution read second 
time and referred to the commitice on Finance. 

A bil: sor tue niir of Wright Coley, of Robertson county ; 
read first tite, and on motion of Mr. Hil, referred to the com- 
mittes on Private Land Claims. 

A bid for the reiter Waster Barci ciay; read first time, and on 
motion of Mir. Davis. the pue was suspens : 
time and yossad io a third Teg cing. 

Qa nition ef Mr. Davis, the ruie was Mriner suspended, bill 
reed third time and passed. 

A buh fer the relef of tae heirs of W. C. [ie -drichs; read first 


veli county; 


MA bilni corporate the tow nof Lo seKhart. in Cais 
uns 3 x aie Was Sus- 


ere olin 
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read first tine and on monoa of Mr. Dancy. the 
pe cided, | dui 1003 scernd the und passed to a thit 
m <2 a = 
On mation of Mn Ford, the ruje was farther suspended, bil 
read third ting and passey, 
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A LHL to amend the ürt section of an act for the relief of 
Greenberry Logon and fos. Taylor, approved February S, 
2850: reu frst thme, and on motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was 
suspended. i Hl resg seecoud time and passed to a third reading. 

On mov of Jir. Sterne, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read iniru Linge end passed. 

A DHL oviuerging the Governor to obtain a portrait of George 
Wasting‘on, be.onging to tne State and row in the city of 
Houston: read äri Hu , and on motion of Mr. Gray, the role 
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Was suspended, 9 secoud time and reteried to the commit- 
tes on i E Ai units, 

A bil for the relief of Isaac G. Parker; read €rst time, and on 
motion of ‘th, Reaves, the rule was suspenGed, bill read second 
time and referred to the enmmittee on Public Lanes. 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of Siephen Wil y, deceased: 
read first time. 

A bill ier the : elief of Jacob Shannon: read first time, and on 
motion of Mr. Taylor, the rnie was suspended. bill read second 


time and referred to the committee on Publie Lands. 
Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the ‘Treasurer of 
the State to pay A. J. Hamilton, Esq., the sum of fifteen hundred 
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dollars for services as counsel for the State; read first time, and 
on motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, resolution read 
second time and referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Independence ; read first time, 
and on motion, rule suspended, bill read second time and passed 
to a third reading. On motion, the rule was further suspended, 
and bill read third time and passed. 

A bill concermng the head-right claims to land of Elias M. 
Eubanks and Blas N. Eubanks, of Nacogdoches county; read 
first time, aud on motion of Mr. Sterne, the rule was suspended, 
bill read second tine and referred to the committee on Private 
Land Ciaims. . 

A bill for the relief of John E. Linn; read first time, and on 
motion of Mr. Duggan, the rule suspended, and bill read second 
time and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 

A bill jor the reiief of Henry J. MlcKenzie, a colonist of Mer- 
cers colony; read frst time. 

A bili to incorporate the Lavaca Navigation Company; read 
first time, aud on motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended 
and bill read second time and referred to the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements. 

A bill tor the retief of the heirs of Elizabeth Porter, deceased ; 
read first time. aud on motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was sus- 
pended, and bii read second time and referred to the committee 
on Public Lands. 

A bil for the retief of Levi Korn; read first time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended and the bill read 


second time aud referred to the committee on Private Land 
Ciaims. ~ 

A bill relinquishing the title of the State to lots on Galveston 
Island, in the possession of actual settlers who purchased under 
the patent issued to Levi Jones and Edward Hall; read first time, 
and on motion of Mr. Merriman, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on Finance. 

The following bills were severally read a first time, to wit: 


A bill for the relief of John Blair ; 


A bill fer the relief of Jacob De Cordova and Isaac D. Parker; 
and a bill to define more correctly the boundaries of San Patricio 
county. 

A bill granting three hundred and twenty acres of land to each 
of the three twin children of Mrs. Susan J. Dooley and Littleton 
J. Dooley, of Rusk county; read first time, and on motion of Mr. 
Reaves, the rule was suspended, bill read second time and passed 
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to a third reading. On motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was fur- 
ther suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

The following bills were severally read third time and passed, 
to Wit: 

A bill for the relief of Michae! Pevetoe, Jr, and Michael J. 
Brake; 

A bill requiring the assessors and collectors of taxes to take 
the number of those liable to do military duty ; 

A bill to authorize the eoany of Montgomery to levy a road 
tax; and 

A bill to legalize certain head-right certificates issued by the 
county court ‘of C onzales county. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill for the relief of assessors and collect- 
ors of taxes; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Turspay, February 3, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev, Mr. Smith—roll ‘called —quo- 
rum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bigelow made the following report: 


.Crry or Austin, February 3, 1852, 


The committee on Public Lands have had under consideration 
a bill for the relief of Isaac G. Parker, and find from the testi- 
mony of Hon. A. Sterne, J. W. Fianagan and others, that the 
original grantee, Jose Lewis Chirino; "has been for along time, 
and now is a resident of this State—that in issuing to him his 
‘headright certificate they omitted a portion of his name, to Wit: 
$ Chivino; ’—that he was prevented from obtaining a patent.— 
The object of this bill is to remedy the difficulty. 

Your committee find that in this bill the name of original 
grantee is incorrect, and recommend that “ Chirino,” in the fifth 
line be stricken out, and “ Chivino,” inserted, and recommend its 
passage; which is submitted. 


ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, Chairman, 
Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, reported back to the Senate a bill to incor- 
LL 
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porate the Dallas Bridge and Plank Road company, and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Gray made-the following report : 

. Fepruary 3, 1552. 

‘The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill supple- 
mentary to an act concerning crimes and punishments, approved 
March 20,1848. It contains many valuable additions to the 
criminal law, which are much needed. ‘The committee have pre- 
pared a substitute for the last portion of the bill, from section 45. 
‘The substitute modifies many features of the criminal code, found 
inconsistent in practice, and often subversive of justice. The 
committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred a bill for the relief of William 
C. Swearingen, reported a substitute therefor, and recommended 
its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Taylor, from the same committee, to which were referred 
a bill concerning the headright claims to land of Elias M. Eu- 
banks and Elias N. Eubanks of Nacogdoches; a bill for the re- 
lief of John E. Linn; a bill for the relief Wright Coley of 
Robertson county; anda bill for the relief of Isaac Mullens, re- 
ported the same back to the Senate and recommended their pas- 
sage. 

Mr. Truit made the following report : 

Ciry or Austin, February 3, 1852, 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries have had under 
consideration a bill granting a publie ferry across the Rio 
Grande, to P. C. Shannon of Cameron county. 

Your committee are informed that P. C. Shannon has heen 
the owner of a public ferry at Freeport, for several years. Un- 
der the existing laws the county courts of their respective coun- 
ties have jurisdiction and control over all ferries, and as they are 
better prepared tojudge of the wants of the public, and the rights 
of individuals desirous of establishing ferries, your committee 
think it advisable for the Legislature to interfere in questions of 
this character as little as possible. 

Your committee, therefore, report the bill back to the Senate, 
and recommend its indefinite postponement. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAS, TRUIT, Chairman. 

Mr. Dancy made the following report: 
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‘The committee on Claims ard Accounts, after considering the 
memorial of Antonio Menchaca, referred to them, instruct me to 
report that it appears that in consideration of his services danig 
our revolutionary struggle, the Republie of Texas authorize 
Antonio Menchaca to select a house and lot in San Antonio, 
which was forfeited by reason of the owner joining the enemy. 
The owner has returned and recovered the house and lot. Men- 
chaca now asks to be permitted to prove that the original owner, 
Alexander Vidal, did bear arms against Texas, or abandon the 
country to avoid a participation in the war on theside of Texas. 
The committee think it but just, under the circumstances, that 
he should have that privilege, and have instructed me to report 
a bill for that purpose, and recommend its passage. 

JON W. DANCY, One of the committee. 

A bill for the relief of Antonio Menchaca ; read first time. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a bill making appropriations for the improvement of 
the rivers, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to permanently locate the seat of 
justice of Cooke county ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the.rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed, 
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A bill for the relief of Robert Bartlett; read third time and 
assed. X . 
: A bill to incorporate Bastrop Educational Society; read third 
time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A. bill making appropriations for the improvement'of the rivers; 
read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yzuas—Messts. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Dug- 
gan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—19. 

Nays—Messrs, Burks and Hart—2. i 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House concurred in the amendments of Senate to a bill 
- for the relief of John B. Thacker; and to a bill concerning writs 
of certiorari to justices courts. 

Also, that the House had adopted the Senate’s substitute for a 
bill to amend the third section of an act providing for the trans- 
fer of the records of administrators to new counties, approved 
13th May, 1846, 
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Also, that the House had passed the following bills, which 
originated in the Senate, to wit ; 

A. bill for the relief of Samuel B. Brigham, administrator of 
Asa Brigham, deceased ; ~ 

A bill to incorporate the Brazos Piank Road company; 

A bill to amend the charter of the town of Goliad; 

A bill for the relief of James Frazer; and 

Joint resolution requesting the Governor to solicit the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause the limits of the Sth military 
department to be so extended as to embrace the entire State of 
Texas. 
Also, that the House iad passed the following bills originating 
in that body, to wit: i 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Edward E. Williams, dec’d, 
and Agapito Caiton or his assignee ; 

A bill to amend the statute of limitations, approved February 
5, 1541; 

A bill for the relief of Pamelia Allen; 

A bill to admit William J. M. Whaley and Webster Flanagan 
to practice law in the several courts of the State ; 

A bill for the relief of Gen. Memucan Hunt; 

A bill to amend an act to otgauize the county courts, approved 
March 46, 1848; 

A bill to protect camp-meetings and other places of public wor- 
ship fiom molestation or disturbance ; 

A bill to incorporate the Sulphur Springs in Hopkins county ; 

A bill to incorporate the Richmond male and female Acade- 
mies ; and 


A bill supplementary and amendatory of an act for the relief 
of the colonists of Mercer's colony, of date February 2, 1850. 

Also, that the House had appointed a committee of conference, 
consisting of Messrs. Doom, Johnson and Hartley, on the bill to 
make appropriations to pay the several assessors and collectors 
of taxes, for taking the census of their respective counties for 
the year 1551; and have passed by a constitutional majority over 
the veto of the Governor, an act confirming the action of the 
Auditor and Comptroller, under the provisions of an act of the 
Legislature, to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas, approved March 26, 1845, and the act supple- 
mentary thereto, approved February 8, 1850. 


I am further instructed to transmit to the Honorable Senate, 


the following communication from his Excellency, the Governor, 
accompanied with a series of resoiutions unanimously passed by 


4387 


the Convention of the New Orleans and Opelousas Railroad com- 
panies, held in New Orleans, on the 3rd January, 1852. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, State of Texas, 
Avsrin, January 30, 1852, 
To ihe Houorable Senate, 
and House of Representatives : 


I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a copy of a series of 
resolutions which were unanimously passed at a Convention of 
the New Orleans and Opelousas railroad, held in the city of New 
Orlears, on the 3rd instant, and which has been forwarded to this 
Department. P. H. BELL. 


Convention of New Orleans and Opelousas Railroads. 
New Orveans, January 3, 1852. 


On motion of the Hon. J. H. Overton, of the Parish of St. 
Landry, it was unanimousl y— 

Ist. Resolved, That the thanks of ‘this Convention are hereby 
tendered to his Excellency, the Governor, and the members of the 
Legislature of the State of Texas, for the liberal and fraternal 
spirit in which they received our agent, the Hon. Buckner H. 
Payne, on his recent mission to the capital of that State. 

2d, Resolved, ‘That in the opinion of this Convention, ad- 
_ditional energy will be given to the progress of the railroad from 
New Orleans tothe Sabine, by the speedy passage of the chatter - 
recently introduced into the Legislature of Texas, granting a 
liberal appropriation of land by that State, while it will be the 
means of hastening the eommencing of the road across that 
State to the Rio Grande. 


3d. Resolved, That in the opinien of this Convention, the 
aforesaid charter and grant of lands will insure the construction 
of said railroad across the territory of Texas; that it will be the 
meats of concentrating the public mind upon that route, as the 
great national highway to the Pacific, and that it will determine 
the action of the General Government in continuing the road, 
and constructing it across the continent. 


Ath. Resolved, That the States of Louisiana and Texas, being 
equally interested in this great public enterprise, ought to so unite 
their exertions and harmonize their Legislation, as to hasten its 
progress, and promote its early completion. 

5th. Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmit- 
ted to his Excellency, the Governor of Texas, with a request 
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that they be laid before the n and House ọf Representatives 
of the Legisiature of that Stat 
MAUN SEL WHITE, President, 

B. F. FLANDERS, 3 

W. Avex. Goan on, Scezetaries. + 

A bili to provide fr the payment of thet part of the pub 
debt heid by citizens of Texas: : resd. 

Mr. Davis offered tne following amendment: 

Insert “and that said claim is for services rendered by him, her 
or them, to the Repuoi ic of Texas, or for goods, wares, “merchan- 
ise, Money or other things furnished said Repubiic ; >» rejected. 

On motion of Mir, Davis. the bill was amended by inserting 
after “ persons,” in second line of Ist section, “their heirs or ad- 
ministrators.” 

Mr. Bigsiow ofered the folowing amendment: 

Amend by adding after “ her,” in 4th line of Ist section, the 
words “or their,” and after the word « her, in 10th line, add “ or 
their; z adopted. 


Mr. Dazey fared the follo win mendment: 
Tt 
ag 
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* Provided, that nothiag sha be paid by virtue of this law, 

unless it is paid tothe person who rendered services, or sold 

esta ee aa ca rate Republic of Texas, for the claim upon which 
sor 


the paymentis made, his heir administrators.” i 


On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill was made the speciai order of 
the day re to-morrow. : 
On motion of Mr. Grimes, a bill granting and securing 640 


acres Of Jand tothe heirs of George W. Crowls, deceased, to 
which they are entitied | by virtue oi the/services and death of 
said George W. Crowis, ia the army of the Republic of ‘Texas, 
was placed among the orders of the Gay. 
Mr. Grimes made the following report: : 
The committee, on Fiuancs, to which was referred a joint re- 
solution authorizing and requiring the Treasurer of the State to 
pay A. J. Hamitten the sum of itteen hundred doilars, as coun- 
sei for the State, have examined the case. and find that the servi- 
ces for which this claim is prese nied, is În prosecuting four cases 
against Bargs, one azainst claimants to land on Galveston Island, 
and one against Davis. In ‘all these cases, Mir. Hamilton repre- 
sehied the interests of, and rendered important services to the 
State. 
Your committee, therefore, report the bill back, and recom- 
mend it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 
A bili to incorporate the Henderson and Burksville Railroad 
company. together with the report of the committee on Internal 
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Improvements, offering amendments thereto, were read, amend- 
ments adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yzeas—Messrs, Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Dug- 
gan, Eddy, Gray, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne, Truit and Wilson—17. 

Nays—Messrs. Grimes and Taylor—2, 

Messrs, Grimes, Bigelow and Taylor, were appointed a com- 
mittee of Conference, on a bill making appropriations to pay the 
several assessors and collectors for taking the census of their re- 
spective counties for the year 1851. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Washington; read, and passed 
to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, bill read third’ 
time and passed. 

A bill to extend the provisions of an act, approved February 
8, 1850, to investigate land titles in certain counties therein 
named, together with the report of the committee on the Judici- 
ary ereHg a substitute therefor, were read, and substitute 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was amended by adding the 
following : 

“The relinquishment made by this act shall not extend to 
salt lakes or mines,” . 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote: 

Yxras—Messrs, Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Eddy, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Mensebach, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—16. 

Naxys—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Hart, Hill, Parker and 
Reaves—7, ~ 

On motion of Mr. Doane, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote: i 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Eddy, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Kinney, Merrimen, Meusebach, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—16., 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Hart, Hill, Parker 
and Reaves—/7. 

A bill concerning slander; read second time, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
p m, Í l í 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roli calied—quorum present, 

Mr. Reaves, chairman cf the committee on Enerossed Bills, 
reported a bill in relation to punishment for capital offences; and 

A joint resolution to amend the 3rd section of the 10th article 
of the constitution, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Bigelow made the foilowing report: 

City or Austin, February 3, 1852. 

The committee on Public Lands have considered a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Porter, and find that Elizabeth 
Porter was a resident of the Republic of Texas, on or before the 
2nd day of March, 1538. and was the head of a family—that she 
applied to the board of land commissioners of Nacogdoches 
county, for one league and labor of land, which said application 
was rejected, and from which decision she appealed to the district 
court of the said county, as provided by law, and obtained, as ap- 
pears from the record of said court, a decree in her favor, anda 
certificate was"isszed accordingiy, and afterward lost, . 

The committee have instructed me to report the bill back to 
the Senate, and recommend its passage. 


ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, Chairman. 


Mr. Dayis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred a bili authorizing the Governor to obtain a 
portrait of George Washington, belonging to the State and now 
in the city of Houston, reported the same back to the Senate, 
and recommended its passage, with the followine amendment: 

Inseri at the end of first section, tue words “provided, the 
same, after investigation by the Governor, in his opinion, is right- 
faily the property of Texas.” 

Mr. Williams made the foliowing report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of T. J. Chambers, have considered the 
Same, and a majority instruct me to report the following bill: 

A bill to encourage the deepening cf the Anahuac Pass, at the 
mouth of the Trinity river; read first time. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue patents to legal purchasers at probate 
and sheriff’s sales; read. 

Mr. Reaves moved to indefinitely postpone the bill; lost. 

Mr. Reaves offered asa substitute for the bill, 

A bill to provide for the issuing of patents to legal purchasers 
of cence end other land certificates, at probate and sheriff’s 
Sais. 


441 

Mr. Hill moved to postpone the bill and substitute until the 
4th day of July next; carried by the following vote: 

Yuas~—iMessrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Doane, Duggan, 
Ford, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, ‘Meusebach, Parker, Reaves 
and Sterne—14, 

Nays—Messrs. Davis, Eddy, Gray, Merriman, Scott, Taylor, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—¥. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a bill to pay Frederick Dawson a 
part of his claim against the Republic of Texas, was taken up 
and read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, ©1851” was stricken out in 14th line 
of Ist section, and “1550” inserted. 

Mr. Hart offered the following amendment : 

« Provided, nothing herein contained shall be so construed a as 
to place him ina better condition than he would have been, had 
he submitted his claim to the Auditorial board, created under the 
act of 1848;” adopted. 

A message was Teceived from the House, informing the Serate 
that the House had passed a bill relating to lands in Peters’ colo- 
ny, with amendments. | 

Also, that the Honse had passed a bill to provide for ths erec- 
tion of Capitol for the State of Texas. 

Also, that the House had adopted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
Flouses will adjonrn sine die on the 16th day of February inst. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the Senate adjourned until half-past 
9 o’clack to morrow morning. 


WenpwespDay, February 4, 1852. 


The Senate was valed to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopied. 

Mr. Dancy presented the petition of Mrs. Miles ; referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Dancy, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, after examining the 
bill to amend and continue in force an act to incorporate the 
Colorada Mining company, and other companies for similar pur- 
poses, approved “7th January, 1842, instruct me to say that there 
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is probably some doubt about the constitutionality of the bill in its 
present shape; but that they are of opinion that no injury is to 
be apprehended from the passage of the bill; it is, therefore, sub- 
mitted to the Senate. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on Internal Improvements, re- 
ported back to the Senate a bill to incorporate the Lavaca Navi- 
gation company, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: 

‘The committee on Private Land Claims have examined a bill 
for the relief of Levi Korn, and find that Mr. Kom settled, as he 
thought, in Peters’ colony, in the year 1845, but upon the line 
of said colony being run, his dwelling house was left out of the 
colony, while his farm was in the colony. With these facts we 
report the till back for the consideration of the Senate. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. x 


A bill in relation to punishment for capital offences ; read third 
time, and passed by the following vate : 

Yesas—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Ford, Grimes, Hill, 
Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Traitand Willlams— 

Navs—Messrs. Duggan, Eddy, Reaves, Taylor and Wilson—5. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the vote just taken was reconsider- 
ed, and bill laid on the table. 

Joint resolution to amend the 3rd section of the tenth article 
of the constitution ; read third time, and, on motion of Mr. Kin- 
ney, laid on the table. 

A bill to amend the 34th and 64th sections of an act to or- 
ganize justices courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction 
of thesame, approved March 20, 1848; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the bill was amended by striking 
’ out “18 o'clock,” wherever it occurs and inserting “ 12 o’clock.” 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Grimes, by leave, introduced a biil to prescribe the man- 
net in which the Governor shall issue his proclamations; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to prohibit the depositing of cotton seed outside of en- 
closures; read second time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Hart, the second section was stricken out, 
and, on motion of Mr. Williams, section 2 was inserted to read 
as follows: 
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“That this act take effect from the first day of August, 1852,” 

Tho bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on the petition 
John M. Moody, was read and adopted. 

A. bill to define the third Judicial District, and to fix the time 
- of holding the courts therein. 

A bill to define the 9th Judicial District and fix the time of hold- 
ing the courtstherein; and 

A bill to organize the 13th Judicial District of the State of 
Texas, were severally read and laid on the table. 

Mr. Sterne presented a draft and specification for a State Capi- 
tol; referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the several counties of the State, according 
to the requirements of the constitution; read second time. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following amendment : 

In 3rd section, 7th district, insert the word “ Collin,” after the 
word “Denton; ” adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment : 

In 47th Representative district, strike out * Washington,” and 
insert “ Milam,” and in 45th district strike out “ Milam ; ” adopted. 

Mr. Dancy offered to amend the 24th and 32d Senatorial dis- 
trict so as to read thus: 

“No, 24. Matagorda, Wharton, Fort Bend and Brazoria, one 
Senator.” 

“No. 32. Austin, Colorado and Fayette, one Senator ;” rejected, 

Mr. Parker moved to amend the bill so as to give Cherokee 
three Representatives, and Rusk three Representatives, and Chero- 
kee and Rusk one Representative ; lost. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment: 

Amend by striking out of the 6th Senatorial district, the word 
“Van Zandt,” and inserting in the third Senatorial district after 
the word “Fannin,” the words “Van Zandt; rejected by the 
following vote: 

Yras—Messts. Bigelow, Dancy, Eddy, Gray, Kinney, Meuse- 
bach, Parker, Scott, Sterne and 'Faylor—10. 

Nays-—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Merriman, Reaves, Truit, Williams and Wilson—11. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment: 

Amend by adding the word “ Harrison,” after the word “ Up- 
shur in the 6th Senatorial district; rejected. F 

Mr. Eddy moved to amend the caption of the bill by striking 
out erie to’ the requirements of the constitution;” re- 
jected, 
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Mr. Duggan offered the following amendment : 

In section 4, strike out “De Witt,” and insert “ Lavaca; ” re- 
jected. 

i Mr. Meusebach offered the following amendment: 

Tn section 2, No. 27, strike out the “words “and Comal,” and 
add in sec, 2, No. 31, before the word “ Gillespie,” the word 
t Comal ; ” rejected. 

The bill was then passed to third reading by the following 
vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Barks, Davis, Doane, Dug- 
gan, Ford, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Reaves, Scott, Taylor 
and Wilson—15. f 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Eddy, Gray, Kinney, Meusebach, 
Parker, Sterne, Trait and Williams—9. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, leave of absence was granted to Mr, 
Taylor, from and after the 10th instant. 

. A message was received from the Honse of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills originating in that body, to wit: 

A bill to locate the county seat of Calhoun county; 

A bill to attach the county of Presidio to the county of El 
Paso for judicial purposes. 

A bill to validate the signature of James B. Shaw, Comptroller, 
by George J. Durham; and 

ee bill 1 to create the office of Chief Clerk of the Comptroller’s 
office. 

A. bill to provide for the payment of that part of the public 
debt held by citizens of Texas; read, and amendment offered by 
Mr. Dancy on yesterday rejected. 

M. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

“ Provided, that this law shall not take effect ‘unless a majority 

of -the voters ‘of Texas, who vote at the general election on the 
first Monday in August next, shall vote for this law ;” rejected 
by the following vote: 

Yeas~Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Eddy and Scott—4. 

Nays—Messrs, Bogart, Burks, Doane, Duggan, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Hill, ‘Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, 
Sterne, Taylor, Trait, Williams and Wilson—18. 

Mr. Davis offered. the following amendntént : 

- After # payable,” in 12th line, insert“ out of the reserved five 
millions now in the hands of’ the United States,” and insert’ the 
word # United,” before States ;” rejected by the following vote : 

Yuas—Messrs, ‘Davis, Eddy and:Scott—3.: 

Nayvs—Messts, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Doane, -Dug- 
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gan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart; Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meuse- 
bach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wil- 
son—21. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment ; 

Insert “originally ” before audited, in 13th line. - 

Mr. Bigelow moved the previous question ; ; carried by the fol- 
lowing vote : 

Yuas— Messrs. Bigslow, Bogart, Donie. Gray, - -Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Merriman, Parker, Sterne, ‘Truit, Williams and Wilson—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Danvy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, 
Hart, Hill and Taylor—9.. » 

The bill was then orderéd to: he engrossed - by the following 
vote: 

Yurss—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Parker Reaves; Sterne, Taylor, Truit, 
Williams and Wilson—16. 7 

Navs—Messrs, Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Hart, Hill and 
Scott—7. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. + 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. ` 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. _ 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill to validate the signature of 
James B. Shaw, Comptroller, by George J. Durham, was taken 
up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read see- 
ond time, and passed to third reading. 

- On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rile was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, joint resolution instructing our 
Senators and requesting our Representatives in Congress, to use 
their exertions to obtain indemnity from the government of Mexi- 
co, for spoliations committed upon the property of Samuel A. 
Belden, a citizen of the United States, was taken up, read second 
time, and:-ordered,}o be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, joint, reso- 
lution read third time and passed; 

‘A bill to establish and incorporate the Gonzales- -College ; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by'a constitiitional majority: ` 

Mi. Wilson, by leave, introduced joint e R proposing to 
change the 5th section of the 3rd article of the constitution of 
the State of Texas; :read first ime” ` 
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Mr. Dancy, from the committee on Claims and Accounts, to 
which was referred the petition of Samuel G. Wells, relating to 
the loss of a horse, returned the same to the Senate, and asked to 
be discharged trom the further consideration thereof. 

A bill to require the counties of Kaufman, Van Zandt and 
Wood to pay a portion of the old debt of Henderson county, with 
the report of the committee on Counties and County Boundaries, 
was read, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table. 

A billto amend the 67th section of the act regulating proceed- 
ings in the district courts ; read and rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill in relation to punishment for 
capital offences, was taken up and read third time, 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the bill was amended by inserting 
the words “ free white,” before “ person.” 

The bill then passed by the following vote : 

Yeras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Meusebach, Scott, Sterne, Truit, and Williams—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Duggan, Eddy, Hart, Parker, Reaves, Taylor 
and Wiison—7. 

A bill to pay E. W. Moore certain 2nd class claims therein 
named ; read second time. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

Amend by adding to the pay certificates, “certificates No. 186, 
No. 375, No, 376, No. 377 and No. 378, signed by James B. Shaw, 
Comptroller, and J. W. Simmons, Treasurer, dated 23rd April, 
1841, for twenty-five dollars each ;” adopted. 

Mr. Gray offered as a substitute for the bill, 

A bill to provide for anditing certain outsfanding claims 
against the Republic of Tegas. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the vote which adopted his amend- 
ment was reconsidered, and amendment withdrawn. 

Gn motion of Mr. Wilson, the substitute was laid on the table 
by the following vote: 

Yrss—Messrs. Bigelow, Doane, Duggan, Ford, Grimes, Hill, 
miey: Merriman, Parker, Scott, Truit, Williams and Wilson 
—1s. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Hart, Meusebach, 
Reaves, and Taylor—8. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the vote just taken was reconsidered, 
and Mr. Gray, by leave, withdrew the substitute. - 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
voter I 
Yzas—Messrs. Bigelow; Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Ford, 
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Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Sterne, Williams and 
Wilson—13. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Hart, 
Meusebach, Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Truit—til. f 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a bill relating to lands in Peters’ 
colony, with amendments of the House, was taken up. 

The Senate concurred in the first amendment of the House 
by the following vote: f 

Yeas— Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Ford, Grimes, Hill, 
Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Williams 
and Wilson—l4. . 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, 
Taylor and Truit—8. 

‘The remaining amendments were severally read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the vote which passed to third 
reading a bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of 
the Legislature among the several counties of this State accor- 
ding to the requirements of the constitution, was reconsidered, 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the vote which rejected the amend- 
ment offered this morning by Mr. Scott, was reconsidered. 

The amendment was then adopted by the following vote: 

YrEas—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, 
Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Tay- 
lor and Truit—15. 

Navs—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Hart, Hill, Reaves, Wil- 
liams and Wilson—%. 

Mr. Mensebach moved fo reconsider the vote which rejected 
the amendment offered this morning by Mr. Parker; lost. 

‘The bill then passed to third reading by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messts. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Doane, Dug- 
gan, Ford, Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Reaves, Scott, Taylor and 
Wilson—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Eddy, Gray, Hart, Kinney, Meuse- 
bach, Parker, Truit and Williams—9. 

Mr. Wilson moved to suspend the rule, that the bill be read 
third time; lost by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Ford, 
Hart, Merriman, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, and Wilson—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hill, 
Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Pruit and Williams—LI1. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 
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Tutrspay, February 5, 19552, 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—qno- 
rhm present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill to pay E. W. Moore certain second class claims therein 
named;  . j . 

A bill to provide for the payment of that part of the public 
debt held by citizens of Texas; 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States to use their 
exertions to obtain indemnity from the government af Mexico, for 
spolations committed upon the property of Samuel A. Belden; 

A bill concerning slander ; 

A bill to prohibit the depositing cotton seed outside of enclo- 
sures ; fe 

A bill to prescribe the manner in which the Governor shall is- 
sue his proclamations; and f 

A bill to amend the 34th and 64th sections of an act to organize 
justices courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the 
same, approved March 20th. 1848. 

Mr. Bigelow made the foiiowing report: 


Ciry or Avsrin, February 4, 1852, 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
Presidenti of the Senate: 

‘The committee on Public Lands have considered a bill grant- 
ing one league of land to Francis M. Dimond, formerly American 
Consul at the city and Port of Vera Cruz, in the Republic of 
Mexico, and find that Mr. Dimond was Consul at Vera Cruz at 
the period of the imprisonment of a portion of our citizens, known 
as the San Antonio and Mier prisoners. ‘That when those pri- 
soners were Teleased and sent to Vera Cruz, a portion of them 
were almost naked, and in other respects, very destitute of the 
necessary comforts of life. Mr. Dimond, without hope of reward, 
furnished them with clothing and other comforts to the amount of 
upwards of one thousand dollars, besides visiting and comforting 
those other portions of the prisoners who had been supplied with 
funds from other sources. 

It also appears to your committee, that in consequence of the 
breaking out of the Mexican war, and a change of the adminis- 
tration of the General Government, Mr. Dimond’s commercial 
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business was broken up and his office taken from him, and at 
this time he finds himself comparatively destitute. ` 

Your committee are of the opinion that the valne of a certifi- 
cate for one league of land is less than the amount of maney ac- 
tually advanced by Mr. Dimond to our unfortunate citizens; 
and as it has ever been the policy of the State to remember those 
who stood by her citizens in their adversity, your committee have 
thought proper to report back a substitute for the original bill, 
and recommend its passage. Which is submitted. 

ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, Chairman. 

Mr. Gray made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered the memo- 
rial of sundry citizens of Brownsville, asking that a term of the 
Supreme Court may be held at that place. The subject of chang- 
ing the locations at which terms of that court shall be held 
having been acted upon by the Senate already, the committee 
ask to be discharged from its further consideration. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, reported 
back to the Senate a bill to give certain civil and criminal juris- 
diction to the mayor of the city of Marshall, in Harrison county, 
and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Gray, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate a bill supplementary to an act to regulate proceedings in 
the county courts, relating to guardians and wards, approved 
March 20, 1848, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Gray also made the following report: 

‘The committee on the Judiciary have considered the petition 
of citizens of Bexar, asking a change of the gaming laws, and 
report that the subject has been attended to as far as it was deemed 
expedient, by incorporating the desired changes in a bill, reported 
Some days since, concerning crimes and punishments. They 
ask to be discharged from its further consideration. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Jndiciary, to 
which was referred the petition of citizens of Comal county, 
reported the following for the corsideration of the Senate: 

A bill to authorize the county court of Comal county to levy 
and collect a special tax for county purposes; read first time. 

Mr. Gray, from the same committee, reported back to the Se- 
nate the petition of citizens of Henderson county, in relation to 
the citizenship of William W. Stirman, and recommended that it 
be referred to.the committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Gray also made the following report: 

2 February 4, 1852, 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered the petition 
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of James Irwin, of Shelby county, praying that his ward, Thomas 
A. K. Duncan, a minor of about eighteen years of age, may be 
absolved from the disabilities of minority, and declared compe- 
tent to transact business as an adult. The committee are of 
opinion that, as a general rule, it is inexpedient to grant the 
prayer; and especially are they opposed to it when the minor 
has a guardian competent to take care of his interests, and with 
whom the minor would be more competent to make a fair and 
just settlement after a few years more experience, than he would 
_ be if disfranchised at the green age of eighteen. 
P. W. GRAY. 
Mr. Bigelow, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
reported back to the Senate a bill for the relief of Jacob Shannon, 
and recommended its passage, with the following amendment: 
Amend by inserting after “Shannon,” wherever it occurs, the 
words “administrator of Daniel Warren, deceased.” 
Mr. Hill, chairman of the committee on public debt, made the 
following report: 
SENATE CHAMBER, February 5, 1852. 


The committee on the Public Debt, having examined a reso- 
lution for the relief of W. E. Howth, find that draft No. 142, 
dated July 3d, 1836, for three hundred and twelve dollars, was 
issued to Wm. E. Howth; that there was paid on said draft, in 
the fall of 1836, thirty-three dollars and ninety cents—leaving a 
balance due of two hundred and seventy-eight dollars and ten 
cents; which draft has been lost, as appears in evidence. 

Your committee. therefore report the same back to the Senate, 
and recommend that it be provided for in the bill now before the 
Senate, making provision for other lost claims of like character. 


G. W. HILL, Chairman. 

Mr, Hill also made the following report: , = 

The committee on Public debt, believing that in making pay- 
ments at the treasury, pursuant to the provisions of “an act pro- 
viding for the liquidation and payment of the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas,” difficulties may arise, and possibly serious 
inconvenience and unjust delay resnit to creditors from the same 
certificate of indebtedness embracing more than one distinct 
character of liability, have instructed me to report the accompa- 
nying bill, to be entitled “ An act to authorize the Auditor and 
Comptroller to cancel and re-issue certificates of public debt 
which contain more than one character of liability,” and recom- 
mend its passage, as the best means of obviating such difficulties. 

A bill to authorize the Auditor and Comptroller to cancel and 
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re-issue certificates of publie debt, which contain more than one 
character of liabilities; read first time. 
Mr. Hill also made the following report: 


SENATE CHAMBER, Feb’y 5, 1852. 


The committee on the Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
petition of Norman Hurd, asking pay as Purser in the Texas 
navy: the memorial of E. W. Moore, asking pay for self as 
Captain commanding Texas navy, and for pay for J. T. K. Lo- 
throp as commander in Texas navy; also, for pay to self and 
H. Washington for the steamship “ Merchant,” lost in service of 
the government of Texas: the petition of F. A. Kilman, asking 
pay for boots and shoes furnished the officers and men in the 
‘Texas navy: the petition of D. C. Freeman, attorney for the 
heirs of Dr. R. F. Brenham, asking pay for services as commis- 
sioner to Santa Fé: the petition of A. Adams, asking pay as 
others of the Santa Fè expedition ; also, the memorial of James 
Hamilton, asking tor the settlement and payment of his accounts 
against the late Republic of Texas, have not entered into that 
minute investigation of the various claims presented for conside- 
ration by these applications to the legislature, that, under other 
circumstances, they would have felt it their duty to have done; 
but from the examination made, your committee are fully satis- 
fied that most, if not all, these claims possess merit; but as time 
and labor have been freely and willingly bestowed by your com- 
mittee, on numerous cases referred, in which a majority of your 
committee have been of opinion that the rights and interests of 
the parties demanded relief; and have in accordance with what 
was considered a duty to the Senate, to the State, and the parties 
petitioning, reported bills in accordance with these convictions, 
upon which the Senate has declined favorable action; your 
committee, therefore, considering the repeatedly expressed will of 
the Senate as instructions in these cases, have instructed me to 
return the petitions and accompanying documents, and ask to be 
discharged from their further consideration, 

. Q. W. HILL, Chairman. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill concerning railroad improvements 
in the State of Texas; read first time, and'on motion of Mr. Dan- 
cy, the rule was suspended, bill read second time and referred to 
the committee on Internal Improvements. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to provide for the payment of that part of the public debt 
held by citizens of Texas; read third time. ; 
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Mr. Dancy moved to postpone the bill until Saturday next; 
lost by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messts. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Hart, Hill, Scott, 
Taylor, Truit and Williams—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Sterne and Wilson 
Mr. Dancy moved to postpone the bill until Monday next; 
lost. 
_ Mr. Dancy moved to postpone the bill. until to morrow ; lost 
by the following vote: g 

Yeas—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Hart, Hill, Scott, 
Taylor, Fruit and Williams—10. - 

- Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Sterne and Wilson 
—13 

Mr. Grimes moved the previous question ; carried by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yras—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Ford, Gray, Grimes, 
Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Truit, Williams and 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Hart, 
Hill and 'Taylor—s. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a call of the Senate was made. - 

On motion, the call was suspended, and bill passed by the fol- 
lowing yote: 

Yeras-—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Hart, Hill, Scott 
and Taylor—s. 

Messrs. Davis and Dancy gave notice that they would enter 
their protest against the passage of the bill. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, with amendments, 
viz: 

A bill to ereate the counties of Cameron, Starr and Webb into 
separate land districts; and 

A bill to define the time of holding the district courts of the 
fifth judicial district. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill requiring the Adjutant-General 
to issue to Noah Smitbwick, his heirs or assigns, a bounty land 
warrant for 1280 acres of Jand; and a bill for the relief of Julian 
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Sanchez, which originated in the Senate; also, a bill for the relief 
of John Bethea, with an amendment. Also, that the House con- 
curred in the amendments of the Senate to the following bills, to 
wit: 

A bill to incorporate Bastrop Educational Society ; 

A. bill to incorporate the Henderson and Burkville Railroad 
Company ; : : 

A bill to remove from Austin county, and place in the Gene- 
ral Land Office, certain land papers herein named ; and 

A bill to authorize the county court of Limestone county to 
levy, and cause to be collected, toll on all persons, horses, cattle, 
hogs, sheep, carriages and wagons passing over the bridge re- 
cently built across the Navisoto river at Springfield: also, 

That the House refused to concur in the amendments of the 
Senate to a bill granting relief to pre-emptionists, &c., and had 
appointed Messrs. Lott, Browder and Hartley a committee of 
conference on said bill, and requested the appointment of a like 
committee on part of the Senate: also, 

That the House had passed the following bills, originating in 
that body, to wit: l 

A bill to make an appropriation to pay A. H. Stafford for cap- 
turing an escaped convict and conveying him to the peniten- 
tiary; and : 

A. joint resolution recommending General Sam Houston ior 
the Presidency of the United States. ` 

The following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, to wit: 

A bill to prescribe the manner in which the Governor shall 
issue his proclamations ; 

A bill to prohibit the depositing of cotton seed outside of en- 
closures 5 

A bill concerning slander; and 

A bill to amend the 34th and 64th sections of “an act to or- 
ganize justices courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction 
of the same,” approved March 20, 1848. 

A hill to pay E. W. Moore certain second class claims therein 
named ; read third time. 

The yeas and nays being called on the passage of the bill, stood 
as follows: : 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan,- Ford, 
Grimes, Hi!l, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Sterne, Trut, Williams 
and Wilson—14. 


Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Hart, 
Meusebach, Reaves, Scott and Taylor—10. 
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The question arose whether or not it required a vote of two- 
thirds to pass the bill. The bill was laid on the table until 4 
o’clock p. m. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
p. m. 7 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M- 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the vote which engrossed a bill 
to pay E. W. Moore certain second class claims therein named, 
was re-considered and bill laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, a bill to create the office of chief clerk 
of the Comptroller’s office was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a-third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, a bill for the relief of General 
Memucan Hunt was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time. 

Mr. Dancy moved to refer the bill to the committee on Finance; 
lost. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading by the following 
vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Ford, Grimes, 
Merriman, Mensebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, 
Williams and Wilson—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, Hart and Reaves—5. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the Senate receded from their amend- 
ment to a bill granting relief to pre-emptionists, dc. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, a bill to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives ofthe Legislature among the several counties of 
this State, according to the requirements of the constitution, was 
taken up, read third time, and passed by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Ford, 
Grimes, Hart, Merriman, Reaves, Scott, Taylor and Wilson—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy Eddy, Gray, Kinney, Mensebach, Par- 
ker, Sterne, Truit and Williams—9. 


The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House, toa - 
bill for the relief of John Bethea. 


Joint resolution to provide for amending the 30th section of 
the general provisions of the constitution; read. 


Mr. Davis offered the following amendment: 
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Add, “upon the principle which is generally known and un- 
derstood as the free banking system.” Adopted. 

Mr, Gray offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “acts allowing private banking,” and insert “a ge- 
neral banking law.” Adopted. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: 

Yzas--Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Eddy, 
Gray, Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Scott, Sterne, 
Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—1i7. 

Nays—Messts. Duggan, Ford, Hart, Hill, Parker and Reaves 
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Joint resolution to authorize the Comptroller to settle the ac- 
counts of all attorneys, other than District Attorneys and Attor- 
ney-General, who have, by direction of law or engagement of the 
Government, performed services for the State or Republic of 
Texas; read second time and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. : 

A bill to create the county of Delta; read, and on motion of 
Mr. Davis, laid on the table until to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, a bill to pay Frederick Dawson a 
part of his claim against the Republic of Texas was taken up 
and read, 

Mr. Bogart offered as a substitute for the bill, a bill to pay 
Frederick Dawson, James Schott and E. D. Whitney a part of 
the amount of the bonds issued by the late Republic of Texas for 
the navy. 

Mr. Duggan offered the following amendment to the substitute : 

Strike out “one hundred and sixty-eight thousand dollars,” 
and insert “one hundred and forty-thousand dollars.” Adopted. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 

Add, at the end of second section, “ provided, however, that 
the said Schott and Whitney be, and they are hereby precluded 
from any benefit that to them might otherwise acere by the 
operation of an act approved January 31st, 1852, entitled an act 
providing for the liquidation and payment of the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas.” Adopted. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment : 

Strike out “ $140,000,” wherever it occurs, and insert “ $100,- 
000” in liew thereof. Adopted. 

The substitute was then adopted. 


Mr. Scott offered the following as a substitute : 


“ A bill for the liquidation of the first class of the public debt 
of Texas.” 
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On motion of Mr. Hill, the snbstitute offered by Mr. Scott was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following as a substitute : 

« A bill to provide for the payment of Frederick Dawson.” © 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until 7 o’elock 
p. m. 7 CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roil called—quorum present. 

The question before the Senate being on the adoption of the 
substitute offered by Mr. Taylor, 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, a call of the Senate was made. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Barnard O’Dorherty ; 

A bill for the relief of James S. Ridgeway ; 

A bill for the relief of John Brown (red): 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of James and William Mur- 
phy, deceased ; and 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Walling, assignee, &c. 

A bill to incorporate the Sabine Turnpike Company, in Pano- 
la county; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bili to create the county and territory of Bell into a separate 
land district ; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution fixing the term of office of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office; read. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment: 

Change the caption so as to read “an act” instead of “joint 
resolution; and the word “resolved,” so as to read “enacted.” 
The bill then passed to a third reading. 

A bill supplementary to an act to establish a State penitentiary ; 
Tread. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the blank was filled with “six hun- 
dred dollars.” The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts on the 
petition of Mrs. Jane Lockhart wasread and adopted. 

A bill to incorporate the Chapel Hill -Male and Female Insti- 
tnte; read and passed to a third reading. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill to provide for the construction of railroads in Texas, 
together with the report of the comniittee on Internal Improve- 
ments recommending its rejection, was read and report adopted. 

A bill for the relief of all persons that were made prisoners by 
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the government authorities of the United States, under Col. Jacob 
Snively, together with the report of the committee on State AF 
fairs recommending its rejection, Was read and report adopted. 

Joint resolution for the payment of George T. Wood two 
thousand one hundred dollars ; read. 

Mr, Davis moved to postpone it until Monday next ; lost. 

The joint resolution was then rejected by the following vote: 

Yeras—Messrs. Davis, Kinney and Meusebach—3. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, 
Trait, Williams and Wilson—-17. i 

Joint Resolution in relation to the meritorious services of Adol- 
phus Sterne, together with the report of the committee on State 
Affairs offering a substitute therefor, was read, and substitute 
adopted. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 

Strike out the caption and insert in lieu thereof, “ An act 
granting Adolphus Sterne one-third of a league of land, as a tes- 
timonial of the gratitude of the people of ‘Texas for his patriotic 
and important services during the Revolution ;” and add to sec- 
tion: “and thet in the patent which shall be issued upon said 
certificate, the cause of the grant, as set forth in the caption, shall 
be inserted.” Adopted. 

Mr. Grimes offered the fojlowing amendment: 

“That Robert Wilson be entitled to the benefits of the above 
act.” Adopted, and bil] ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Ewing, together with the re- 
port of the committee on Finance offering an amendment thereto, 
was read, amendment adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill supplementary to an act granting certain powers to the 
corporation of Galveston city, approved December 5th, 1851: 
read. 

Mr. Merriman offered the following amendment: 


“ Provided that nothing in this act shall be construed to con- 
firm to the said Menard, or his assigns, any land or privileges 
included within the calis of said patent, which were not author- 
ized to be included therein by the act under which said patent 
was issued, and other laws in force at the time,” 

Mr. Gray offered the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment: 

Strike out the words--“ but the same is hereby ratified and 
confirmed,” and Insert “ nor shal it be so construed as to author 
ize the corporation of the city of Galveston to interfere with any 
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wharf mmprovemeni erected in good iih by mdiexlaals pror to 
the passage of said get.” 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow. the Serate adisarned until to-meor- 
row morning 10 o'ciock. 


Frinay, February 6, 1652. 


The Sensis was caed to order by the President pursuant to 
adjonrnment—rrayer by the Rev. Mr, Srccth—roll cal! ed—guo- 
rum present, 

The jonrnal of yestercey y Wes read and adcpied. 

Mr. Tayor, ebri man cí f ths comm tee ao rirate Land 
Cletms, reported back to the Senate atil for the relief of the 
heirs at law of Wiliam Wuilkinsco, ee ‘ arà recommended 
its passage. : 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion cf My, ee {Le resolation of the House relative 
to adjournment on the 51h insert, was taken up. 

On motion cf Mr. oo a ozil of the Serate wos mace. 

Mr. Gray maže ihe following reper 

The committee on the nie: ‘ary have ethsicered the memo- 
mal of H Castra, Esg. asking on extensic cf the time allowed 

tothe colonists intradcesd by him. to prove op thelr claims. It 
appenrs that there ore megy of the colonists, narticnlariy the 
heirs and widows ci those cecessed. who have net been able to 
avail themselves ol the law of 1550, possed for their benefit — 
Without determining on the peley cf the extersion prayed for, 
the comm. ites report ihe enclosed bill for the ecusideration of the 
Senate, and ask to be discharzed from the further eonsideration 
of the memorial, 

A bi to extend the prov'siors of the net to perfect the land 
titles in Castro's co.ony, approved January 22 , 1850; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Mensebach. the rule was suspended, bill 
reatl second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Meusesash. the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the comurittes on Finance, to which 
was referred jort resciutieu ter the relef of Bobe tM, Elgin. 
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receiting clerk of the General Land Office, reported the same 
back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

A bill to encourage the opening of a channel through Red 
Fish Bar, and at the mouth of the Trinity river; read, and, on 
motion of Aly. Merriman, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Gn mation of Mr, Kinney, a bill to pay Frederick Dawson, 
James Schott and E. D, Whitney, a part of the amount of the 
bonds issued by the late Republic of Texas for the navy, was 
taken up. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the adoption of the 
substitute offered by Mr. Taylor, and were as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Hart, 
Reaves, Sccit and Taylor—9. - 

- - Xays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Ford, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wil- 
son—13; rejected. 

Mr. Hart offered the following amendment : 

* Provided, that the payment contemplated by this act shall 
not be made until bond B, No. 2, for $280,000 shall be presented 
to the Comptroller and Treasurer, and the amount when paid 
shall be by them endorsed on said bond as being so much on ac- 
count thereof” 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: 

& Provided, that the bonds B, No. 1, and B, No. 2, shall not 
be recognized as entitling the holders or owners thereof to claim 
at any time hereafter, a greater value than is affixed to said bond 
B. No. 1, by the Auditor and Comptroller; ” adopted, and amend- 
meni as amended was adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
yote: 

. Ygas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Ford, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson—15. 

Navs—Messrs. Burks, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Hart, Reaves, Scott 
and ‘Taylor—9. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Felix A Richardson, ceceased ; and 

A bill for the relief of William Cummins, Robert T. Hughs 
and Renben Crawford, which originated in the Senate, 

Also, the following bills originating in the House, to wit : 

A bill creating a board of Trustees for the county of Bastrop; 
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A bill to carry into effect the judgment of the district court in 
the suits instituted by Empresarios, and decided in their favor ; 

A bill for the relief of George Eeten: 

A bid to incorporats the town of Herdersen i in Rusk county ; 

And a bill for the reltef cf James Gross, Henderscn Lofton, 
Landon Walker cod Henderson Walser. 

The resolution of the House to adjourn sine die on the 16th, 
was read, and adopted by the Iclowing vote: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, 
Gray, Grimes, Har i Bul iinne y. “Terriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Tayler. Trait, Wiliams and Wilson—29. 

Navs—Messts. Bige's a, Deney, Doane ard Sterne—4. 

On motion, the Senate adisurbed until 3 ociock p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M- 

Senate mei— roll called—guorum present. 

Mr. Seott ofered the following resoiution : 

Resolved, Thottin tabling upi tnsiness cut cf the regular order, 
zt shall be in conformity to the following rule, to wit: the names 
of the Senators skall be ealied alphabetically, and as each name 
is called, the Senator may call up ene Lill, and then the next 
Senator on the list shail have the privilege of calling up one bill, 
and so on throng the entire number.” 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, a bul to pay E. W. Moore certain 
seeond elass claims therein ne smed, was taken from the table and) 
placed among the orders ct the day. 

A bH] ts amend an aetto,define ihe time of holding the dis- 
trict courts for the Dith = ndicial disiriet, with amendments from 
the Housa was read, and amend iments concurred in. 

Mr. Mensebach imroduced a bi supplementary to an act to 
ineernorate ihe Son Antonio Railroad company; approved Sept. 
5, 1559; read first tire. 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the rule was suspended, and 
bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr, Merriman, the bill was amended by adding 
two additional sections, to be sections 2 and 3, 

Phe bill was then ordered to be en; grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Mensebach, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Bizelow moved to reconsider the vote which rejected a 
joint resolution to pay Gecrge T. Wood twenty-one hundred 
dojlars. 

On motion of Mr. Wiison, the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wiisoa made the following report: 


The Select committee raised for the purpose of making appro- 
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priate arrangements for the funeral otsequies of the late Hus- 
trious Edward Burleson, and whose duty it was made to select a 
suitable State burying ground, beg leave to lay before the Senate 
the report of the sub committee appointed to carry out the last 
named duty, which is marked A, and submitted as a part of this 
report. 

‘and in order to carry out the intention of the Legislature in 
this respect, the committes report the accompanying bill, marked 
i, and recommend its passage, 

To James O. WILSON, . 
Chairman of committee of Arrangements : 

The sub-cominittee appointed to select a State burying ground 
have discharged that duty. The ground selected consists of 
twenty-one acres of land, which A. J. Hamilton has generously 
offered to donate to the State, The sub-committee, however, are 
unwilling to receive it as a donation, but recommend that the 
Legislature grant to Mr. Hamilton the right to select an equiva- 
lent in Austin city out lots, or pay him the value of the Jand se- 
lected. Gen. Burleson has been buried in the State burying 
ground, with the consentof his wife and relatives, with the un- 
derstanding ihat space will be reserved for his wife and children. 

The ground lies east of Dr. Robertson’s residence. 


JON W. DANCY. 


A bill concerning a State burial ground; read first time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Hill, a bill to enable persons who have lost 
their evidence of claim against the late Republic or State of 
*Fexas to obtain duplicates, was taken up and ordered to be en- 
grossed. f 

On motion of Mr. Gray, a bill for the relief of William H. 
Parker, was taken from the table, read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senatè 
that the House had passed the following bills, to wit: 

A bill to incorporate Red Mount Seminary, in the county of 
Sabine ; 

A bill authorizing EB. M. Gray to build a toll bridge across the 
west fork of Angelina river ; 


A biil supplementary to an act to establish the University of 
Eastern Texas, approved March 8, 1848. 


A bill to provide for the election of ail officers created by the 
charters and boards of Aldermen of the cities of Galveston and 
Houston; a 


A. joint resolution authorizing a settlement of the accounts of 


Genge W. Smagt. oa aescwi ci tho balding of « General Land 
tice, Se, 

Wr. Grimes maže the fcllowing report: 

The committee cf Wonlerence of the two Houses, to whom 
was welerred a LU] makicz an opprepriation ta pay the several 
ussesscrs ond eclcetorsof taxes tor taxing the census of their 
Serera: countias yr tie year IS31 have had whe same undercon- 
sidereticzn. and after a fnd and ecnyplete examination of all 
the fete and ciewmstances connected with the same, hare 
cgread to report ihe bil back and recommend that the House re- 
cele from Msamernagmenl, ang adopt the following to come in at 
tos endcfthe proviso in Sevate’s bil: “except the assessors 
ond salestors cf theccuntiss of Devs itt, Washington and Titus.” 
"Tis amecdment the committee unanimously agree ought to be 
ndcpted. os the proc is ampie that the assessors named in the 
ameciment ars ono way blame forthe defuit. All of which 
ts rstpesiinuy salméitted. ` JESSE GRIMES, 

Charmin on part of the Senate. 
WAL H. JOHNSON, Chairman 
On purt cf the House. 


A massage Was received from the House, informing the Senate 
thot the House had afovted the report of the committee of Con- 
Yerente on a till maxing apprepriaticns to pay the several asses- 
sors atd erlleztors of taxes fr taxing the census of their respec- 
ive elUciles tty tbs gea ISL. 

Mea 


Ati fo create Tie crunties cl Cameron, Starr and Webb into 
Separate (and districts, With amendments iem the House, was 


yer” 
eS ste nk 


Onrmoten ci Mr. “Ieussiach, the Senate refused to concur in 
f 


20 thot ponion cf the amendments of the House relative to the 
asinictor Kinrey, and esaearred tn the residue of said amend- 
A 


Mr. Davis introdaced joint resolution discharging George T. 
Wood from all farther Mabliity forthe amount of fifteen hundred 


wont 


cies uivansed him bythe State; read first time. 

Q2 motion of Mr. Wilson, the rale was suspended, and bill 
read second time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Wiltams, “joint resolution” was stricken 
arct of the caption, acd “an act” inserted. 


Pa 
bed 
4 


On mason <i Mr. Ford, the bill was amended by striking out 
3 Wile,” and -nserting ~ volanteer.” 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: * 

“Provided, he shall file releases of all claims against the State 
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of ‘Texas for his services in obtaining the money for said volan- 
teers.” - 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill was laid on the talle. 

Mr. Bogart moved to reconsider the vote which engrossed a 
bill to pay Frederick Dawson, James Schott and E. D. Whitney 
a part of the bonds issued by the late Republic of Texas for the 
Navy; lost. 

A bill for the relief of Gen. Memucan Hunt; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Ewing ; read third time and 

ssed, 
iat resolution fixing the term of office of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Olfice; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of persons who have hypothecated their 
evidence of claim against the late Republic of Texas; read sec- 
ond time. 

Mr, Dancy offered the following amendment : ~ 

Strike out the words “ shall be allowed at par,” and add, “ pro- 
vided, that no claim shall be allowed at any higher valne than 
similar claims have been rated by the Auditor and Comptroller, 
where such claims have been presented previous te Ist Septem- 
Ler, 1851.” Adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, a bill to pay E: W. Moore certain 
second class claims therein named, was taken from the table, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill supplementary to an act granting certain powers to the 
corporation of Galveston city, approved December 5, 1851; read, 
and the substitute offered by Mr. Gray, fer Mr. Merriman’s 
amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Merriman offered the following as a substitute for the bill. 

A bill supplementary to an act granting certain powers to the 
corporation of Galveston city, approved December 5, 1851. 

Kir. Duggan offered to amend the substitute by striking out 
the second section. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 7 o’clock p. m. 

Y O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll ealled—quorum present. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Duggan, to the substitute 
being under consideration when the Senate adjourned, was read 
and rejected. 

Mr, Bigelow offered the following amendment : 

Strike out of last section, the words “ without first paying for 
the value of the same to the owner thereof;” rejected by the fol- 
lowing vote: 
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Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Gray, 
Parker, Sterne and Williams—s. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Duggan, Grimes, Merriman, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Wilson—10. 

The substitute was rejected by the following vote : 

Yeras—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Duggan, Merriman, Reaves, 
Scott, Taylor, Truitand Wilson—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Eddy, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Parker, Taylor and Williams—11, 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment : 

Add to the end of the bill, “ without just compensation there- 
for ;” rejected by the following: vote: . 

Yras—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Duggan, Hill, Scott, Taylor, 
Truit and Wilson—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Eddy, 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Parker and Williams—12. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Eddy, 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, 
Sterne aud Williams—165. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Duggan, Merriman, Reaves, 
Taylor, Trait and Wilson—8. 

Mr. Duggan made the following report : 

_ The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing: 
ha act for the relief of James Frazer; 

An act to incorporate the Lake Creek Bridge and Turnpike 
company ; me 

An act for the relief ef Samuel B. Brigham, administrator of 
Asa Brigham, deceased. 

An aet to amend the third section of an act providing for the 
transfer of the records of administrators to new counties; ap- 
proved 13th May, 1846; 

An act to amend the charter of the town of Goliad; 

An act relating to lands in Peters’ colony ; 

An act to incorporate the Brazos Plank Road company ; 

Joint resolution requesting the Governor to solicit the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause the limits of the 8th military 
department to be so extended as to embrace the entire State of 
Texas ; 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and were ot this day sub- 
mitted to the Governor for his signature. 

The Senate adopted the report of the committee of Confer- 
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ence on the bill making an appropriation to pay the several as- 
sessors and collectors of taxes for taking the census of their re- 
spective counties for the year 1851, 

A bill to create the county of Delfa; read, and on thotionof 
Mr. Davis, postponed until Monday next, 

A bill to provide for distributing public arms to the sixth Mili- 
tary Division of the State of Texas, organized at the present 
session of the Legislature, ; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to provide for the payment of interest upon a : portion of 
the debt of the late Republic of ‘Texas; read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Bigelow, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Stephen Prather ; read and 
passed to third reading, 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the city of La- 
vaca ; read, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to change and define the boundaries of. the counties of 
Sabine and Jasper; read and ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the-rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A. bill to remove certain papers from the county seat of Austin 
county, and place them in the General Land Office; read, and, 
on motion of Mr. Gray, laid on the table. 

À bill to repeal joint resolution for the punishment of vagrants, 
approved January 10, 1839; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on bills relating 
to colonists in Peters’ colony, asking to be discharged from their ` 
fuither consideration, was read and adopted, ‘ 


A bill granting and securing 640 acres of land to the heirs of 


George W. Crowles, deceased, to which they are entitled by vir- - 


tue of the services and death of said George W. Crowles in the 
army of the Republic of Texas; read, and passed to third read- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, joint resolution for the benefit of 
Thomas William Ward was taken from the table, read third 
time, and passed by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Ford, Grimes, 
Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, Truit, Williams arid 
Wilson—14. 


Nays—Messrs, Dancy, Duggan, Scott and Taylor—4. 
PP 


sf 
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A bili for the relief ci Charies A Warlieid; read second ume, 
and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of William Goynes; read, 

Mr. Dancy offered the foliowing amendment: 

After “ Goynes,” insert “and Philip Evans, on account of his 
being in the battie of San Jacinto, each; rejected by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

.Yeas—Messrs. Dancy, Doane, Merriman and Scott—4, 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Duggan, Eddy, Ferd, Gray, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor, Trait, Wi- 
liams and Wilson—ti6. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment: 

* Provided, that the land hereby granted shali not be alienated 
by the grantee ;” rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
yote: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Eddy, Ford, Grimes, 
Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Trait, Williams and Wilson—1i2, 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Duggan, Gray, Hart, Hill, Merriman, 
Scott and Tayior—®. e 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the Senate adjourned until ten 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Sarcepay, February 7, 1852, 


‘The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith—roll called—quo- 
" rum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, reported 
back to the Senate a bill for the relief Frederick Foy, and recom- 
mended its passage. i 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed : 

A. bill supplementary to an act fo establish a gtate penitentiary ; 

A bill to create the county and territory of Bell into a separate 
land district ; 

A bill to pay Frederick Dawson, James Schott and E. D. 
Whitney a part of the amount of the bonds issued by the late Re- 
public of Texas for the navy; i 

A bill for the relief of William Goynes; 
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A joint resolution to provide for amending the 30th section of 
the general provisions of the constitution ; 

A bill granting one-third of a league of land to Adolphus 
Sterne and Robert Wilson, each, &c. &e.; 

A bill suplementary to an act entitled an act granting certain 
powers to the corporation of the city of Galveston, approved De- 
çember 5th, 1851 ; 

A bill for the relief of persons who have hypothecated their 
evidence of claim against the late Republic of Texas; and 

A bill to incorporate the Sabine Turnpike Company, in Pa- 
nola county. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

‘The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill “to en- 
courage the opening of a channel through Red Fish bar and at 
the mouth of the Trinity river.” The bill briefly proposes tq 
confer coporate powers on General T. J. Chambers, his heirs or 
assigns, similar to those given to Wm. M, Spaulding, by an act 
passed at the present session, so far as the mouth of the Trinity 
is concerned. Complaint is made that the powers given tg 
Spaulding will enable him to do great injury to the channel be- 
low and at the mouth of the river, and also to the property in the 
neighborhcod ; and this act is demanded as a means of counter- 
acting the supposed evil effets of thatact. "The committee agree 
that this bill should be amended by striking out all the powers 
proposed to be given, in relation to Red Fish bar, for the simple 
reason that the opening of the east channel would most probably 
close up the west channel, which is the deeper and most used of 
the two, As to the propriety of granting the powers to individu- 
als, of the nature conferred on Spaulding, and now proposed to 
be granted to General Chambers, a portion of the committee, in- 
cluding the chairman, do not hesitate to express an unfavorable 
opinion, Time will develope that the policy isa badone. The 
committee, however, return the bill to the Senate for its action, 
with the annexed amendments. - 

ist. Amend the caption by striking out the words “through 
Red Fish bar and.” 

2nd. Strike out the 3rd and 4th sections, 

8rd. In 5th section, third line, strike out the words “either of? 

áth. In 6th section; 2nd line, strike out the words “ either of” 

Sth. In Ath line, strike out “respective.” 

6th. In 6th line, strike out “respectively.” 

Mr. Duggan introduced a bill supplementary to an act to pro- 
vide for the safe and profitable investment of the school fand, 
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@prrey ed Poceni 
tion cf Bir. Brett, 
and ordered to % 

Oy Scien ro 
read third time an 

A mesage wasr 
that toe House had passed the following bills which originated 
in the Senate, to wil: 

A bill fpr the relief of Zachariah L, Stringer ; 

A bil to incerporate the Texas Central Railroad Company ; 

A DEI for the relief of the heirs of William Guyman, a deceased 
soldier; and 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, to use their exertions to obtain in- 
demuity from the government of Mexico, for spoliations commit- 
ted upon the prorerty of Samuel A, Belden ; also, that the House 
had passed 

A bill to Incorporate the Texas Western Railraad Company, 
and a bill to incorporate the Texas and Louisiana Railroad Com- 
pany, with amendments. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Tie resolation of the Senate relative to taking up business out 
ef the regular order, was read and adopted. 

A bil granting and securing 64) acres of land to the heirs of 
George W. Crovwies, deceased, to whith they are entitled by vir- 
tue of the services aud death of sald George W. Crowles, in the 
army of the Republic of Tegas; read third time and passed. 

A bill to pay E. W. Moore certain second class claims therein 
named; read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Vess—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, 
Ferd, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Sterne, Trait. Viliams and Wilson—I16. E 

Naxys—Messrs. Baris, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Reaves, Scott 
‘and Taylor—7. 

A till to pay Frederiek Dawson, James Schott and E. D. Whit- 
wey a patt of the amount of the bonds issued by the late Republic 
of Texas for the navy; read third time an4 passed by the follow- 
ing Vole: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, 
Ford, Grimes. Hill. Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, 
Sterne, Trait, Williams and Wiison—16. 

Navi—Mestre. Burks, Daney, Davis, Fiddy, Hart, Reaves, 
Seott and Tay-or-—% 
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On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the vote just taken was re-con- 
sidered. 

The yeas and nays were then called, cn the passage of the bill ; 
and were as follows: 

Yuas—-- Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Ford, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, 
Truit, Williams and Wilson-—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Barks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, 
Hart, Reaves, Scott and Taylor—i6. 

The President decided that 1t required a vote of two-thirds to 
pass the bill; from which decision Mr. Merriman appealed. The 
yeas and nays were called, on the appeal, and were as follows: 

Yeas-—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, 
Hart, Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Trait and Wilhams—t12, 

Nays—Messis. Armstrong, Bigelow, Doane, Ford, Hill, Kin- 
ney, Merriman, Mesebach, Parker and Sterne—10. 

Sv the decision of the President was sustained and bill rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, leave of absence was granted to 
Mr. Reaves for the balance of the session, from and after the 10th 
instant. ` 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed-the following bills, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of William R. Smith and others; 

A bill for the relief of Harriet Merritt and heirs : 

A bill for the relief of Jefferson C. Parish ; 

A bill for the relief of Marcello Granger and Michael Peveto ; 

A bill to authorize the erection of a toll bridge across Big Cy- 
press ; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Nail; 

A bill to authorize Preston Wut and Wade H. Witt to locate 
a tract of land embracing a portion of the channel of the west fork 
of the ‘Trinity river, and to construct and erect a mill thereon : 

A bill to prevent the locating and patenting of certain lands in 
Bexar county ; 

A bill to regulate mustang chases; 

, A bill for the relief of Daniel ©. Clark ; 

A bill for the benefit of Jackson H. Griffin; 

A bill making an appropriation for the purposes therein named: 

A bill for the relief of James Walker, William C, Walker and 
James Watson. 4 

A bill to incorporate the Texas and Louisiana Railroad Com- 


‘pany, with amendments from the House; read and amendments, 


adopted. = ; eas 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bill relinquishing to the coun- 


TU 
ties, the State tax for the years 1852 and 1853, was taken from 
the table, read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Grimes, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, 
Reaves, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—18, 

_Navys—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Gray, Hart and Hill---5. 

On motion of. Mr. Bigelow, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the table one day was suspended, and a bill to encourage the 
opening of a channel through Red Fish bar and at the mouth of 
the Trinity river, with the report of the committee on the Judi- 
ciary, offering amendments thereto, was read and amendments 
adopted. 3 

Mr. Davis offered the following as a substitute for the bill; 

“ A bill to repeal an act to encourage the deepening of the 
Anahuac pass at the mouth of the Trinity river, approved De- 
cember 20, 1851 ;” adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr, Davis, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill for the relief of Levi Korn; read and passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to protect campmeetings, and other places of public 
worship, from molestation or disturbance, was taken up and read 
first time. : 

On motion of Mr. Burks, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On mofion of Mr. Scott, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p m. o 

3 O'CLOCK, P, M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Mullins; read and ordered to be 
engrossed. l 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. l : 

On motion of Mr, Duggan, the rule requiring reports to Jay on 
the table one day was suspended, and a bill for the relief of 
Frederick Foy, with the report of the committee on Finance 
recommending its passage, was taken up, read, and bill oxdered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and ‘passed. 
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A bill to amend and continue in force, an act to incorporate the 
Colorado mining company, and othẹr companies for similar pur- 
poses, ueproves 17th January, 18423, read and ordered to be en- 

rossed,. 
i On motion ot Mr. Doane, the mig was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill for the relief of Francis M. Dimond, together with the 
report of the committee on Publie Lands, offering a substitute 
therefor, was read, substitute ee and bill ordered to be 
engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act granting certain powers to the 
corporation of the city of Galveston, approved December 5th, 
1851; read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, ‘Davis, Doane, 
Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne 
and Williams—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Duggan, Merriman, Reaves, Scott, 
Taylor and Truit—7. 

A bill to provide for the erection of a capitol for the State of 
Texas; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on State Affairs., 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Edward E. Williams, dec’d, 
and Agapito Cuiton, or his assignee; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

Un motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize the erection of a toll bridge across Big Cy- 
press ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill for the relief of Charles A, Warfield; read and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr, Hart, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Antonio Menchaca; read second time, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 
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Ox motion of Mr. Meusebach, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed unanimously. 

A dill granting Adolphus Sterne and Robert Wilson, each, 
one-third of a league of lavd, as a testimonial of the gratitude of 
the people of ‘Texas for their patriotic and important services du-. 
ring the revolution; read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill was amended by adding, 
after * Wilson, “Col. John Ho Moore,” The bill then passed. 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Wailing, assignee, &c.; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Taylor, the ruie was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. . 

A bill to give certain civil and criminal jurisdiction to the 
mayor of the city of Mashall,in Harrison county; read first time, 
and on motion Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob De Corva and Isaac D. Parker ; 
read second time, 

Mr. Merriman offered the following amendment: 

Insert an additional section: “3. That Edward Waod be en- 
titled to the benefits of this act? Adopted. 

‘The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Ford, 
Grimes, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, Truit and Williams 
—12. 

Nays—-Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Gray, Scott and Tay- 
lor—6. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph H. Wood; read second time. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment ; 

Insert, at the end of first’ section, “for transportation and 
storage of arms.” Adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. e 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Shannon, together with the report 
of the committee on the Judiciary offering an amendment there- 

-to,was read,amendmentsadopted and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to enable persons who have lost their evidence of claim 
against the late Republic of Texas to obtain duplicates; read 
third time and passed, 
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A bill making an appropriation for the purposes therein named ; 
read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended and bill read 
second time. 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment: 

Strike out of the caption, “for the purposes therein named,” 
and insert “for the payment of a portion of the public debt not 
provided for.” Adopted, and bill referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

A bill for the relief of William ©. Swearingen, together with 
the report of the committee on Private Land Claims offering: & 
substitute therefor, was read, substitute adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed, ’ 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rnle was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Emberson and Samuel ©. Doss; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the vote which rejected a bill to pay 
Frederick Dawson, James Schott and E. D. Whitney a part of 
the amount of the bonds issued by the late Republic of Texas for 
the navy, was re-considered by the following vote : 

YeEas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Doane, Eddy, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Scott, Sterne, 
Truit and Williams—t6. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Dancy and Taylor—2. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was laid on the table. 

A bill supplementary to an act to establish a state penitentiary ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad Company, 
with amendments from the House, was read, and first and third 
amendments adopted, and second amendment rejected. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Robert M. Elgin, receiving 
clerk of the General Land Office; read and passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Ford introduced a bill concerning the archives of the Le- 
_-gislature; read first time, and on motion of “Mr. Sterne, the rule 
was suspended, bill read second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance, : 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock Monday 
morning, 
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Monpay, February 9, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly-—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal ot Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bigelow presented the petition of Peter Nichols ; read, and 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Grimes made the following report : 

The committee on Finace, to whom was referred a bill to pro- | 
vide for the liquidation and payment of interest upon the home 
debt ofthe late Republic of Texas ; a bill to provide for obtaining 
possession and control of the five million stock bonds due by the 
United States to Texas, aud the interest thereon ; a bill for the re- 
lief of McKinney. and Williams; the petition of sundry persons 
in New Orleans, asking interest on second class claims issued for 
supplies furnished the navy of Texas; the petition of Ann 

rown, asking interest on her claims. All these bills and peti- 
tions will be provided for should the bills pass that have been 
under consideration in the two Houses. A bill for the relief of 
Julia A. Sweet; your committee have no evidence before them 
to substantiate the claim and justify them in recommending re- 
lief—they, therefore, return the bills and petitions, and ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of each and all of them. 

Mr. Grimes also made the following report: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the claim of 
F. Giraud, architect, for drawing a plan for a State capitol, with 
estimates of cost, as required by the Governor, acting in confor- 
mity with a resolution of the Senate. This claimant demands 
three hundred and fifty dollars for his services. Mr. Girand’s re- 
sidence is at San Antonio, as your committee are advised, and 
that he visited Austin twice to obtain the information required, 
at Some expense and loss of time to himself, which should be 
taken into consideration, as well as the labor of drawing the plan. 
‘Taking all these matters under censideration, your committee, 
though not pofessing a knowledge of the valve of such work, 
must come to the conclusion that the sum demanded is exorbi- 
tant; but as none, it is presumed, would refuse to fully compen- 
sate him for his labors, have reported a bill for his benefit, leav- 
ing a blank for the amount of the appropriation, and recommend 
that the blank be filled with such sum as the Senate may deem 
Just and proper, and that the bill be passed. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay F. Giraud for a plan 
and estimates of cost of a State Capitol; read first time. . 
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Mr, Grimes made the following report: - 

Austin, February 9, 1852. 

The Finance committee, to whom was referred.a bill making 
an appropriation for the purposes therein named, with an amend- 
ment, have considered the bill, which is to make an appropriation 
to pay claims that were filed with the Auditor and Comptroller 

~ prior to the expiration of the law to ascertain the debt of the late 
Republic, and have since been audited and reported. Your 
Committee are of opinion that these claims are justly entitled to 
pay in the manner prescribed for the payment of claims of a like 
nature by an act passed the 3ist January, 1852, providing for the 
liquidation and payment of the debt of the late Republic of 
Texas. They, therefore, report the bill back to the Senate, and 
recommend the adoption of the referred amendment to the cap- 
tion, and the following amendment to come in at the end of Ist 
section, to wit: 

“Which shall be paid in the manner prescribed for the pay- 
ment of claims of a like nature, by an act passed the 3lst day of 
January, 1852, providing for the liquidation and payment of the 
debt of the late Republic of Texas.” 

; JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 
Mr. Duggan made the following report: 
_ The committee on Enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing: i - 
An act for the relief of the heirs of Felix A. Richardson, de- 
ceased ; 
An act for the relief of Julian Sanchez; 
An act for the relief of John Bethea; 
An act for the relief of William Cummins, Robert 'T'. Hughs 
and Reuben Crawford. 
All of which are correctly enrolled, and were on the 7th inst., 
submitted to the Governor for his signature. 
Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 
A bill for the relief of Elijah Emberson and Samuel G. Doss ; 
A bill for the relief of Wm. C. Swearingen or his legal as- 
signs; a bill to repeal a joint resolution for the punishment of 
vagrants, approved January 10, 1839; 
A bill to change and define the boundaries of the counties of 
Sabine and Jasper ; 
_A bill enabling persons who have lost their evidence of claim 
against the late Republic or State of Texas, to obtain duplicates ; 


And a bill to provide for distributing public arms to the 6th 
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military division of the State, of Texas, organized at the present 
session of the Legislature, 

Mr. Davis, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred a bill to provide for the erection of a Capitol 
for the State of Texas, reported the same back, and recommend- 
ed its passage. 

Mr. Eddy made the following counter report : 

The undersigned, one of the committe on State Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill to provide for the erection of a Capi- 
tol for the State of Texas, begs leave to dissent from all the pro- 
visions contained in said bill, and enter his minority report, 

Z. WMS. EDDY, One of the committe. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill granting further time to Adol- 
` phus Glavecke, former assessor and. collector of Cameron county, 
under certain conditions; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
Second time, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Bigelow introduced a bill for the relief of Peter Nichols, 
sheriff of Cameron county; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to encourage the making of plank 
ana other turnpike roads; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read second. time, and refer- 
red to the committee on Internal Improvements. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the relief of persons who have hypotheeated their 
evidence of claim against the late Republic ot Texas; read, and 
re-committed to the committe on Engrossed bills. 

` Joint resolution to provide for amending 30th section of the 
general provisions of the constitution; read third time, and re- 
jected by the following vote: . 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, 
oe Meusebach, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson. 
` Navs—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Duggan, Ford, Hill, Par- 
ker, Reaves and Sterne—8 ; two-thirds not voting for it. 

A bill for the relief of William Goynes; read third time, and 
passed by the following vote: i 
~ Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Eddy, Ford, 
Grimes, Parker, Sterne, Truit and Wilson—10, 

Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Gray, Merri- 
man, Meusebach,.Scott and Taylor—9. 
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The following bills were severally read third time and passed, 
fowit: | ; 

A bill to provide for distributing public arms to the sixth mili- 
tary division of the State of Texas, organized at the present ses- 
sion of the Legislature ; i 

A bill to repeal a joint resolution for the punishment of va- 
grants, appreved January 10, 1539; 

A bill to create the county and territory ot Bell into a separate 
land district. 

A bill for the relief of William R. Smith and others; read 
first time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims, 

A bill to regulate mustang chases; read first time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read second 
time, and referred to the committee on State Affairs. ~ 

A. message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to provide for the publication 
of an abstract of land titles; and, 

Joint resolution for the relief of the company of Rangers com- 
manded by Captain William Becknell, in the yegr 1837, with 
amendments. Also, the follawing bills which originated in the 
Senate,’to wit: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mrs. Nancy Anderson ; 

A bill supplementary to an act, approved January 28th, 1850, 
concerning the incorporation of the city of Nacogdoches; 

A bill for the relief of James McWilliams ; 

_ A bill to authorize John Nelson, Andrew Stapp, Leroy Glem- 
ent and their associates, to construct a bridge and turnpike road 
across the east fork of Trinity, in Collin county ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Goacher, senior, de- 
ceased ; and 

A bill to declare the Town Book of Seguin, in Guadalnpe 
county, a book of record. : 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills which origi- 
nated in the House, viz: 

A bill to incorporate LaGrange Collegiate Institute ; 

A bill for the relief of Joel B. Hardin and Peter High, colo- 
nists of Mercer’s colony ; 

Joint resolution recommending General Sam Houston for the 
Presidency of the United States ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the-rule was*suspended by the fol- 
lowing vote : 

YeE«s—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogatt, Burks, Davis, 
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Doane, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meuse- 
bach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Taylor, Truit and Williams—19. 

Nars- Messrs. Dancy, Hart, Scott and Wilson-—4. 

The joint resolution read second time. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following as a substitute : 

& Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives con- 
curring, that the Legislature of the State of Texas -recommend 
to the Democracy of the United States, the name of Genera] Sam 
Houston as a suitable candidate for the next Presidency ;” re- 
jected by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Hart, Merriman, 
Scott, Taylor and Wilson—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hill, 
Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Truitand Williams—12, 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out “General Sam 
Houston,” and inserting “ S. A. Douglass; ” lost. 

Mr. Dancy moved to strike out “Gen. Sam Houston,” and in- 
seri “ Gen, Lewis Cass; ” lost. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike opt “Gen. Sam Houston,” and ‘jn- 
sert “ Thomas J. Rusk ;” lost. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

Strike out in section 3, the words “may be,” and insert “have 
been ;” lost. . 

The bill then passed to third reading by the following vote: 

Yeas——Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Eddy, 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Mensebach, Par- 
ker, Reaves, Sterne, Truit and Wiiliams—17. 

Wavys-—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Scott, Taylor and Wilson—5. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was further suspended, reso- 
lution read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, 
Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, 
Parker, Reaves, Sterne, Truit and Williams—18. ` 

Nays—Messrs, Dancy, Scott, Taylor and Wilson—4. 

Joint resolution authorizing a settlement of the accounts of 
George W. Smyth, on accountof the building of a Land Office, 
é&c.; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was 
suspended, bill read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. f 

Mr. Mensebach introduced a bill to extend the provisions of 
an act supplementary to an act to secure to the German Emigra- 
tion company, and their colonists, the lands to which they are en- 
titled, and to adjust the liabilities of said company, approved 
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December 2nd, 1850; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Meusebach, the rule was further suspended, bill read second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the rule was further suspend- 
ed, bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill better to define the bounda- 
ry line of the county of Williamson; read first time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill read sec- 
ond time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time, and passed. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House to a 
bill to provide for the publication of an abstract of land titles; 
and joint resolution for the relief of the company of Rangers 
commanded by Captain William Becknell, in the year 1837, 

A bill to amend an act to organize county courts, approved 
March 16, 1848; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, 
the rule was suspended, bill read second time, and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That no Senator shall be allowed to speak upon 
any question more than 15 minutes at any one time during the 
remainder of this session, and that the Senate will receive no 
new business after 11 o’clock, on Tuesday, the 10th day of the 
present month. 

Mr. Duggan made the following report : 

The committee on Enrolled bills have examined the following: 

An act for the relief of the heirs of William Guyman, a de- 
ceased soldier; 

An act for the relief of Zachariah L. Stringer ; 

An act requiring the Adjutant-General to issue to Noah Smith- 
wick, his heirs or assigns, a bounty-land warrant for 1,280 acres 
of land; 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and reqtesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to use their 
exertions to obtain indemnity from the government of Mexico 
for spoliations committed upon the property of S. A. Belden. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and were this day submit- 
ted to the Governor for his signature. 

Mr. Reaves made the following report : 

The undersigned, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, begs leave to state that heretofore he reported back to the 
Senate as correctly engrossed, a bill for the relief of persons who 
have hypothecated their evidence of claim against the late Re- 
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pnblic of Texas, which report was true so far as the original bill 
and amendments were presented to him. 

Your committee are satisfied that there were amendments made 
to the original bill which were not attached to-the bill when it 
was presented to them, but how it happened that they were not 
attached he does not know. = 

The bill having been re-referred to him, he does not know what 
else to do with the bill, other than to report the same back to the 
Senate as correctly engrosed, according to the best evidence he- 
fore him, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill. Allof which is respectfully submitted. M 

STEPHEN REAYES, Chairman. 

A bill to provide for the election of all officers created by the 
charters and boards‘of aldermen of the cities of Galveston and 
Houston ; read fiast time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, the rule 
was suspended, bill read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Joel B. Hardin and Peter High, colo- 
nists of Mercer's colony; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read second time, and referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to amend the statute of limitations, approved February 
5, 1841; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the LaGrange Collegiate Institute; read 
first time, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time, and passed to third reading, 

' On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill to incorporate Red Mount Seminary, in the county of 
Sabine; read first time; rule suspended, bill read second time, 
and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr, Truit, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill for the relief of Marcello Granger and Michael Peveto ; 
read first time; rule suspended, bill read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Jefferson G. Parrish; read first time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill 
tead second time, and passed to third reading. 
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On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was further suspended 
bill read third time and passed. , 

A bill for the relief of Mary Nail; read first time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Trait, the rule was suspended, bill read second time, 
and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the rale was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate- 
that the House had passed a bill to incorporate the Corous Christi 
Navigation company, with amendments. 


A bill for the relief of Harriet Merritt and heirs; read first 


time, and, on motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. ‘ 

A bill to authorize Preston Witt aud Wade H. Witt, to locate 
a tract of land embracing a portion of the channel of the west 
fork of the Trinity river, and to construct and-erect a milt there- 
on; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended, and biy 
read second time 

On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on te 
Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel C. Cloud; read first time, 

A bill to prevent the locating and patenting of certainênds 
in Bexar county; read first time; rule suspended, read2cond 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the ce Milttee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the benefit of Jackson H. Griffin; read first, and, 
on motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, bill +d second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the -2™ttee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to authorize E. M. Gray to build a toll bre 2°ross the 
west fork of Angelina river; read first time, and? 0%on of 
Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read ond timesand 
referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges anfFettles- | 

A bill supplementary to an act to establish © University a 
Eastern Texas, approved March 8, 1848; yd first time, an d 
on motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspené4, bill read secon 
time, and passed to third reading. 7 - 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the tule was fither suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. ~ 
` Mr. Ford offered the following resolutim : 


Resolved, That the committee on Indian Affairs be instructed 
ER 
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to inquire into the expediency of calling the attention of our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress, and of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, to the defenceless condition the with- 
drawai of the iraops from their former line has left the frontier 
of Texas; and to impress upon them the indispensable necessity 
of increasing the mounted force, in order to give proteetivn to 
‘citizens and property; read, and,on motion of Mr. Gray, the 
rule was suspended. and resoiution adopted. 

A bill for the relief of persons who have hypothecated their 
evidence of claim against the late Republic of Taxas; read third 
time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Dayey. the Ist proviso in Ist section was 
stricken out, and biji passed by the following vote: 

Ysas--—Messts. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, 

Eddy, Ford, Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, 
Trait, Williams and Wilsou— i7. 
Navs—Messrs. Bogart, Davis, Hart, Reaves and Taylor~-5. 
On motion of Mr. Eddy, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
p m. 
3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senote met—ro!] en'Jeg —quorum present. 

A bill to iaesrpo.ate the Corpas Christi Navigation company, 
Wh amendments from the House, was read, and ameudments 
col orred in. : 

, ill to carry into effect the judgment of the district courts in 
ine Sts instituted by Empresarios, aud decided in their favor; 
read kt tine. l 

. Dito locate the county seat of Calhoun county ; read first 
time, 8 on motion cf Mr. Wiison, the rule was suspended, 
Lill Tead-cond time, aud referred lo the committee on Counties 

and Cout Boundaries. 

A bin toeprporate the Sulpbur Springs, in Hopkins county ; 
read Urst te and on motion of Mr. Hart, the rule was sus- 
pended, it nd second time, and passed to third reading. 

Or motonf Mr, Willianis, the rule was farther suspended, 
piv Tead third ye and pesced. 

n 2 i oa noate the town of Tenderson, in Rusk county ; 
vende d bill x se qe on mo‘jon of Mr. Reaves, the rule was sus- 

Ox inet qpond lime, and passed to third reading. f 

action of M Reaves, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and pssed, as 
iy ae eee Richmond male and female Agade-- 
was suspended ime, ad, on mofion of Mr. Wilson, the rule 
Spenced, asd bilsread second time. 


483 


Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment : 

In 3rd section, strike out “January,” and insert “May ;” adopt- 
ed, and bill passed to third reading. P 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was farther suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill creating a board of trustees for the county of Bastrop; 
read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was sys- 
pended, bill read second time, and referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill for the relief of John Brown, (red); read first time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Reaves, the rale was suspended, and bill 
read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A. bill for the relief of George Eaton ; read first time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was suspended, bill read second 
time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. , 

Mr. Duggan made the following report : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined an act making 
appropriations to pay the several assessors and collectors of taxes 
for taking the census of their respective counties for the year 
1851; and 

An act coneerning surveys of land. 

Which are correctly enrolled, and were this day submitted to 
the Governor for his signature. 

A bill for the relief of James Gross, Henderson Lofton, Lan- 
don Walker and Henderson Walker; read first time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill read second 
time, and referred to the committee on Public Lands, 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Barnard O’Doguherty ; read 
first time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of, Mr: Merriman, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of James Walker, William C. Walker and 
James Watson; read first time, and, am motion of Mr. Parker, 
the rule was suspended, bill read second, time, and referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. | 

A bill forthe relief of James S. Ridgway ; read first time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was, suspended, bill read. sec- 
ond; time, and referred to the committee on Public Lands, Ő 
A bifl for the benefit of the heirs of James and Wilttah Mir. 
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phy; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Duggan, the rule 
was suspended, bill read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

A bill to attach the county of Presidio to the county of El 
Paso for judicial purposes; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Doane, the rule was further suspended, and 
bill read third time and passed, . 

A bill to admit William J. M. Whaley and Webster Flanagan 
to practice law in the several courts of the State; read first time. 

A bill for the relief of Pamelia Allen; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was further suspended, 
and bill read third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary and amendatory of an act for the relief 
of the colonists of Mercer’s colony, of date February 2, 1850 ; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill to make an appropriation to pay A. H. Stafford for cap- 
turing an escaped convict and conveying him to the Penitentiary ; 
Tead first time. 

A. joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Treasurer of 
the State to pay A J. Hamilton the sum of fifteen hundred dol- 
lars, as counsel for the State ; read, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills originating in that 
body, to wit: 

A bill authorizing the issuance of patents to settlers in Castro's 
colony, whose claims may have been located in two surveys; 

A bill for the relief of Eldridge Mallard, Alfred Franklin Mal- 
lard, James Jefferson Mallard and Henry Benjamin Cole; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel T. Sheffield ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Colwell, senior, 
deceased ; and 

A bill for the relief of John Blair. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill supplementary to an act to define 
the time of holding the district courts in the several districts 
therein named, approved February, 1852; read first time. 


485 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, rule suspended, and bill read second - 
time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, rule further suspended, and bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of John E. Linn ; read, and passed to third 
reading; and, on motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspend- 
ed, and bill read third time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the Lavaca Navigation company; read.. 

i Wilson offered the following amendment, which was. 
adopted : 

ath section, in third and fourth lines, after the word “ bays,” 
strike out “and the tributaries of the latter.” 

5th section, in eleventh line, after the word “ of,” strike out the 
word “ the,” and insert “ every,” and after the word “useful,” in 
same line, strike out “ or owner,” and insert “drawing four feet 
and over.” i 

The bill was then passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended, and bilf 
read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

The report of the committee on Public Debt, on the petitions. 
of Norman Hurd, E. W. Moore, F. A. Kelman, D, ©. Freeman, 
A. Adams, and of James Hamilton, was taken up, read and 
adopted. : 

A bill to incorporate the Dallas Bridge and Plank Road com- 
pany; read, and passed to third reading. | 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspeuded, and bilk 
read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill authorizing the Governor to obtain a portrait of George 
Washington, belonging to the State, and now in the city of 
Houston ; read. - l 

On motion of Mr, Hill, the words “H. Hill,” in first section, 
yee stricken out, and the words “H. R. W. Hill” inserted in liew 
thereof. 

The bill was then passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr, Hill, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
read third time and passed. ` 

A bill to define more correctly the boundaries of San Patricio. 
county; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, and bilt 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the Senate adjourned until ton 
morrow morning 9 o'clock. ` 


ARG 
.  Dunspa, February 10,:1858, 


The Serate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bagyerly—roll called—— 
quorum ‘present, ORE aoan Ea 

Fhe journal of yesterday was read and adopted. : 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the commiitteé on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred a bill for the telief-of Wm, R. 
Smith and others, reported the same back to thé Senate, ‘and 
recommended its passage. ae 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, reported back to the Senate a bill to lovate the county 
seat of Calhoun county, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Bigelow, from the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, made the following report: 

Crry or Ausrin, February 9, 1852, ~ 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Counties and County Boundaries have con- 
sidered a bill creating a board of trustees for the oounty of Bas- 
trop, and find that the object af the bill is to enable the county of 
Bastrop to build a county jail and courthouse from the proceeds 
of the sales of four leagnes of land formerly granted by the go- 
vernment of Coahnila and Texas to the municipality of Mina, 
in which territory the county of Bastrop is embraced, H appears 
that the people of the county of Bastrop are of the opinion, that 
these lauds belong to the entire county, while the corporate au- 
thorities of the city of Bastrop have thought proper to apply the 
proceeds of the sales already made, to the use of the city. The 
bill provides that three trustees may be elected by the qualified 
electors of the city and county of Bastrop, fo make sale of the un- 
sold portion of the lands, and to erect a jail and courthouse in 
the city of Bastrop, for the nse of the connty ; after which, what- 
ever balance of land or money there may be remaining, shall be 
turned over to the corporation of Bastrop. The bill also ratifies 
and confirms all sales heretofore made by the corporation, so that 
no one will be disturbed in his possession by the passage.of this 
bill. Tt further provides, that the act shall be submitted to the 
people of the city and county, for their adoption or rejection, at 
an election fo be bolden for that purpose, and only to take effect 
by their consent. The committee being of opinion, from the evi- 
dence presented ta them, that the provisions of the bill, if carried 
into effect, will promote the harmony and prosperity of the sec- 
tion of country to which it is designed to be applied, have in- 
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structed Me tò report it bdck to the Senate, and respectfully re- 
commend its passage, All of which is respectfully subtnitted. 
ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, 
l © OO One-off the Comittee. 
Mr. Scott made the following report: l 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, i 
President of the Senate. r: 

The committee on Privileges and elections having had under 
consideration the documents aud papers in relation to the election 
of Senator to fill the vacancy in the 21st senatorial district, ocea- 
sioned by the death of General Ed ward Burleson, find that John 
S. Ford has received a majority of all the votes cast on Monday 
the 12th day of January last; and your committee believe that 
the said Ford is legally and coustitutionally elected Senator to 
fill said vacancy. Wum. T. SCOTT, 

Chairman of Com. on Priv. and Elections, 

- Mr. Hart, from the committee on Public Lands, reported back 

to the Senate a bill for the relief of James S. Ridgeway, and re- 
commended its passage. 

Mr. Bigelow, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 

» following report: 
Ciry or Austin, February 10, 1852. 
To the President of the Senate: 

The committee on Public Lands have considered a bill for the 

relief of James Gross, Henderson Loften, Landen Walker and 

~ Henderson Walker, and find. from the testimony of Major R. S. 
Neighbors, that Mr. Gross came into the country previous to 1836, 
and was in the staff department of the army, and that his name 
did not appear upon a company roll; and that he was entitled to 
the land proposed’ to be granted in the bill. It also appears, from 
the testimony of the Hon. D. C. Dickson, that Mr. Loften also 
came into the country at an early day,but not until after August, 
1836, and was, therefore, only entitled .to the 640 acres as asked 
for. 

It farther appears, from the evidence of Mr. McFarlin, that 
Landen Walker and Henderson Walker came into the country 
as colonists, but sufficiently early to entitle them to the land 
proposed to be given. l 

The bill provides against their. obtaining the benefits of the 
bill, if it shall be ascertained that any of them have previously 
received the quantity of land proposed to be. granted; and the 
committee have instructed me to report the bill back to the Se- 
nate, and respectfully recommend its passage, which is dome ac- 
cordingly. ISRAEL B, BIGELOW, Chairman. 
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Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported back to the Senafe, and recommended the passage of a 
joint resolution to authorize the Comptroller to settle the accounts 
of all attorneys, other than District Attorneys and Attorney-Ge- 
neral, who have, by direction of law or engagement of the go- 
vernment, performed services for the State or Republic of Texas, 

Mr, Parker, from the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, 
teported tack to the Senate a bill authorizing ©. M. Gray to 
build a toll-bridge across the west fork of the Angelina river, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following reports : 

Fenavary 9, 1852, 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill for the 
relief of Jackson H, Griffin, and find that he was clearly entitled 
to one-third of a league of land as his head-tight—he having 
emigrated to Texas in 1830, and remained here ever since. The 
committee recommend the passage of the bill with the annexed 
amendment, viz: 

Add to section 2d, “before the issuance of the certificate pro- 
vided for in the first section.” P. W. GRAY. 


Februry 9, 1852. 
The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to 
authorize Preston Witt and Wade H. Witt to locate a tract of 
land, embracing a portion of the channel of the west fork of Tri- 
nity river, and to construct and erect a mll thereon. The bill pro- 
poses to allow them to locate a certificate issued to one of them 
as a colonist in Peters’ colony across the west fork of Trinity, 
without any limitation concerning the rights of others, or that it 
shall be located according to the regulations made by law for 
similar claims issued in that colony. ` 
The committee are also informed, that the fork of 'Trinity river 
where it is proposed to build the mill, is a navigable stream; at 
all events, the propriety of giving the authority asked is very 
questionable, and the committee recommend the indefinite post- 

ponement of the bill. P. W. GRAY. 

February 9, 1552. 
The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to 
amend an act to organize coanty courts, approved Mrch 16, 1848. 
It proposes to amend the 20th section of said act, so as to allow 
the county court of Washington county to hold its regular ses- 
sions for probate purposes, on the first Monday of each month 
instead of the last Monday, as provided for all other counties. A 
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majority of the committee recommend its passage; a minority, 

including the chairman, do not concur in the propriety of the 

alteration proposed. P. W. GRAY. 
February 9, 1852. 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to 
make valid the record of certain marriage licenses, Its provi- 
sions apply only to the record kept by the clerk of the county 
court of Galveston county, and is unobjectionable; but the com- 
mittee are advised that there are other counties where the records 
have been kept in brief abstracts, as in that county, to which the 
provisions of the bill should be extended. The enclosed substi- 
tute, to be entitled “an act to validate eertain records of marriage 
licenses,” is reported and recommended to the favorable conside- 
ration of the Senate. P..W. GRAY. 

February 9, 1852. 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to 
amend the statute of limitations, approved February 5, 1341, and 
find it makes some good amendments thereto, and supplies some 
deficiencies in the statute, the want of which has produced can- 

_siderable doubt and difficulty heretofore. The committee re- 
commend the passage of the bill. P. W. GRAY. 
February 9, 1852. 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to 
prevent the locating and patenting of certain lands m Bexar 
county. it provides similar protection for old grants as have 
been given by law to the colonies of Austin, De Leon, De Witt, 
and Milam; and the committee recommend its passage. 

P. W. GRAY. 

Mr. Ford made the following report: 

AvsTIıy, February 9, 18952. 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
- President of the Senate: 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred “A 
bill to regulate mustang chases,” have had the same under con- 
sideration, and a portion of them have instructed me to report: 
That many Mexicans, of the most lawless character, have been 
for many years engaged in, ostensibly, chasing mustangs, in the 
region of country between the Nueces and the Rio Grande— 
‘These persons often depredate upon travellers; no doubt some 
of the many murders committed upon the frontier may be charged 
T them. In no instance do they fail to appropriate lost or stray 

orses. . 
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Were they at all disposed to resist the forays of the Indians, 
their continuance upon ouf soil would be, in some degree, tole- 
rated; but such is not the fact—they fly with terrort from the 
least appearance of danger. One of the favorile amusements of 
the Comanches. is to run them off and take possession of their 
eabaiiadas. ‘This induces the Indians to visit the country in 
which they are to be found, frequently; having for their object 
the replenishing of their stock of horses, and ta procure mustang 
meat to eat, ‘The result is, that the persons and property of tra- 
velles and residents of that country are at all times insecure. It 
requires a long acquaintance with both Mexicaus and Indians to 
enable a person to distinguish between the two at a small dis- 
tance. Many lives have been lost by mistaking Indians for mus- 
tang chasers, 

Annually, several hundred head of gentle horses are caught 
from among the mustangs, or stolen and carried into Mexico. 

The bill is reported back, and its passage recommended. 

JOHN S. FORD, One of Com. » 


A mes-age was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the Homse had passed the following bills which originated 
in the Senate, to wit: 

A bill supplementary to the act to establish the Galveston and 
Red River Railway Company, 

A bill for the relief of A. F. Holeomb; 

_ A biii to amend the several acts to incorporate the city of Aus 
tin; 

A bil 19 authorize the county of Montgomery to levy a road 
tax; and the following bills which originated in the House, to 
wit: 

A bill to incorporate the Comal Union School; 

A bill to incorporate White Oak Bridge and Tunpike Com- 

any ; 

A Lill for the relief of Thomas J. Freeman ' 

A bid for the relief of Thomas Henessee, and others therein 
named: and l 

A biil to incorporate the Galveston Dry Dock Company. _ 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


"The resolution of the Senate, that no Senator be allowed to 
speak upon any question more than fifteen minutes at any one 
time, during the remainder of the session, and that no new busi- 
ness be received after 11 o’clocka.m., on Tuesday the 10th. 
instant; read. i 
~ On motion of Mr, Parker, it was amended by adding, at the 
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end, thé words, “without á vole- of two-thirds.” Te resolttion 
was then adopted. 3 : 

A: bul making an appropriation for the purposes therein named, 
together with the report of the committee on Finance offering 
amendments thereto, was read and amendments adopted. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment: 

Add “See, 2. That the sum of three thonsand and ninety dol- 
lars is hereby appropriated, to pay the claim audited and allowed 
by the act of February 9, 1850, entitled an act to authorize and 
require the Auditor and Comptroller to audit and allow as a va- 
lid claim against the Republic of ‘Texas, a debt contracted to pay 
the expenses of the escort for General Santa Anna from ‘Texas 
to Washington city.” Rejected by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bigelow, Hill and Kinney---3. 

Nays-~—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, 
Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne, Faylor, ‘Fruit, Williams and Wilson—20. 

‘The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and-passed. . - 

A bill to provide for the erection of a capitol for the State of 
Texas; read, 

Mr. Reaves moved to amend by striking ont “$1,500,” and 
inserting “$EUU0.” Lost by the following vote: > 

Yeas—Messrs. Dancy, Eddy, Gray, Hill, Parker, Reaves, 
Scott, Taylor and Williams—-9. 

Nays— Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Duggan, Ford, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Merriman, Sterne, Truit and Wiison—-13. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by striking out “$500 for salary 
of commissroner.” Lost. 

Mr. Hill moved to strike out “superintendant,” at the begin- 
ning of third section, Lost. 

Mr. Hill moved to lay the bill on the table; lest. 

Mr. Meusebach offered the following amendment : 

Sec. 1: strike opt the balance of the section after the word 
€$400,000,” and insert: “out of the proceeds of the sale of 
800,000 acres of land. scrip, as herein provided for, is hereby ap- 
propriated and set apart.for the erection of a State house or capi- 
tol at the seat of the State Government.” f 

“Sec. 2. "The Commissioner of the General Land Office is 
hereby authorized to issue certificates of 640 acres and 220 acres 
each, to the amount of 800,000 acres, and no more; which cér- 
aificates shall be sold at-20 cents per acre, and the money thus 
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acquired shall be paid over to the Treasurer, and used as a fund 
for the building of the capitol.” Rejected. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading by the following 
vote: 

Yreas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, 
Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, 
Trut, Williams and Wilson—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Burks and Hill—2. 

A bill to authorize the Auditor and Comptroller to settle the 
accounts of Messrs. Miller and Bourland, commissioners; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Bigelow, referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. Grimes made the following report: 

2 Austin, February 10, 1852. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill for the 
relief of Peter Nickols, sheriff of Cameron county, for conveying 
eleven convicts from the county seat of Cameron county to the 
State Penitentiary, where he considered it necessary to employ 
the full number of guards to each prisoner separately. 

The nature of the country through which he was compelled 
to travel for a considerable portion of the way, your committee 
are of opinion, justified the employment of the number of guards 
charged. The committee return the bill, with these remarks, for 
the consideration of the Senate. 

JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 

A bill for the relief of Bluford Brooks and Maston Latham; 
read and ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. i 

Mr. Wilson, chairman of the committee on education, to which 
was referred a bill to incorporate the Trinity College, reported it 
back for the action of the Senate, as the committee were unable 
to agree in relation thereto. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the resolution 
of the Senate requiring said committee to enquire into the expe- 
diency of repealing all laws for the collection of debts hereafter 
contracted ; on motion of Meiriman, laid on the table. ` 
“ The report of the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, on 
a bill granting a ferry privilege to P. C. Shannon, recommending 
the indefinite postponement of the bill, was read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of assessors and collectors of taxes; read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed, 

Mr, Duggan made the following report: 
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_ The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing: 

An act supplementary to an act approved January 28, 1850, 
concerning the incorporation of the city of Nacogdoches ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the company of rangers com- 
manded by Captain William Becknell, in the year 1836; 

An act to define the time of holding the district courts in the 
several districts therein named ; : 

An act to provide for the publication of an abstract of land 
titles ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of James Goacher, Senr., de- 
ceased ; 

~ An act for the relief of the heirs of Nancy Anderson ; 

An act to incorporate the Texas Central Railroad Company ; 

An act to declare the town book of the town of Seguin, in Gua- 
dalupe county, a book of record. 

All of which were correctly enrolled, and were on this day 
submitted to the Governor for his approval. 

Respectfully, T. H. DUGGAN, Chairman. 


Joint resolution concerning an Indian Boundary; read. 

Mr. Ford offered a substitute for it; read and adopted, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

A bill to pay Frederick Dawson; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Merriman, laid on the table. 

A bill to quiet the titles to land in and near Burnet’s colony ; 
read. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment, to come in 
after the fist proviso: “and further provided, that the provisions 
of this act shall not extend to any lands situated in the twenty 
border leagues on Red river.” Adopted, and bill ordered to be 
engrossed. 

_ A bill supplementary to an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments, approved March 20, 1848, together with the report of the 
committee on the Judiciary, offering a substitute for the last por- 
tion of the bill, from section 45, was read and adopted. 


Mr. Williams offered the following amendment: 

Add additional section: “ That if any person shall sell, give 
or barter any ardent spirits, arms or ammunition to an Indian, 
such person shall on conviction thereof in the district court, be 
fined in a sum not less than ten nor more than one hundred dol- 
lars for each offence.” Adopted. : 
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Mr. Bigelow moved to postpone the bill until to-morrow ; lest. 

The bil was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On moten of Mc. Merriman, the Senate adjourned until 3 
otlosk D. m. 5 

3 O'CLOCK. P- M. 

Senate met—rol] called—quorum present. 

"Fue report of the commitiee on Finance, reporting back sun- 
dry bills and petitions, and asking to be dischargeu from their 
iirther consideration, was read and adopied. 

Mr. S ieot, irom the committee on Finence, to which was re- 
ferred a brl concerping the archives of the Leoisiatt ure, reparted 
the same oe to ‘ue Senate and recommended its pi assoze. 

A resamtijon rek 00 ig to abolishing the irauxinz privilege 
anil the- payment of ietter postage; read second time and ordered 
1D bes EDgTO essed. 
eben ol Mr. Dancy. the rule was suspended, resolution 
read ee ‘Hime and ki jected by the folowing rote: 

Yeas—Messts. Armsirong, Bogart, Dacey, Duggan, Eddy, 
d.-arav, Meuse bach and Seott—¥. 

Navre— Messrs Bigelow, Davis Grimes, Hart. Hi), Merriman, 
Parken Reaves, Toron Troit, Wiliams ard Wilson— t2. 

A massage Was re “ceived from the House , nforaring the Senate 

= tLe Honte had passed the iallowing bibs originating in the 
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3p: 


— ee a Th Jy gi g: 3 fs ad a 3 wee 
“At BiS `“ defning the time cf boiding the district courts in the 


Ra cae E mpany. approved September 5 bib. 155 3. 
1.) for the rene? of the heirs of James } Y. Pittman; and 
A bin lor the reel of Sam. ar ale 3 aiso. 


i 
a 
z x PRON oprire x P 
nica proposing an alert to the corstitution of 


ad ty the following voir: 

Yris—Ressrs, eae: Bogart, Daney, Davis. Dusan 
Ford. Gray, Hid, Parker, Reaves , Scott, Tavior, Troit, Wile oe 

nd Wiscu—is 

Nars— Messrs, Biz > Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Merriman, 
Mensebazh and d Sierbe— Y. 

Joint resolnticn oe an amendment to the constitution y 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed by the following 
yote: . 


a 
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Yras—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Kiu- 
ney, Merriman, Reares, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Williams and 
Wison—13, 

Nays—Afesers. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Ford, Hart, 
Hill. Meusebach, Parker and Truit—10. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petition of Samuel G. Wells, relating to the loss of a horse, asking 
to be discharged from its further consideration, was read and 
adopted. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of citizens of Besan asking a change of the gaming laws, recom- 
mending that no action te had thereon, was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of James Irwin, of Shelby county, praying that his ward, Tho- 
mas A. R, Duncan, a minor, may be absoived from the disabili- 
ties of minority. recommending ihat no action be had thereon, 
was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the memo- 
rial of sundry citizens of Brewusville, asxing that a term of the 
Supreme Court may be held at that piace, asking to be discharged 
from its further ecnsideration, was read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of cinzens of Henderson county, ja relation to the land of Wm. 
Y. Sterman, recommending that it be referred to the committee 
on Cennties and County Boundaries, was read and adopted. 

ALi] directing the Auditor and Comptroller to perform cer- 
tain duties therein named; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Taylor, indefinitely postponed. 

Ata] for the relief of the beirs at law of William Wilkinson, 
deceased; read and passed to a third reading. 

(3n motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

"The resolution af the Senate, appointing a Special committee 
to enguire into ihe expediency of authorizing the Governor to 
ada;t such measures as may be necessary to protect the frontier 
from Ludien depredations, &c.: read and adopted. Messrs. Kin- 
ney, Dancy, Eddy, Hill and Ford were appointed saii commit- 
tee. a 

Resolution of the Senate, requesting the committee on State 
Affairs to take info consideration the propriety of the passage of 
some law regulating the charges of Physicians; read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a bill to. provide for the payment of 
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interest upon a portion of the debt of the late Republic of Texas 
was taken up, read ‘and rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas-—Messrs. Bigelow, Ford, Kinney and Sterne—4, 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Davis, Dnggan, Hddy, Gray, Grimes, 
Hart, Hili, Merriman, Mensebach, Reaves, Taylor, Truit and 
Wihams—14. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William E. Howth; read 
second time, and of motion of Mr. Hill, laid on the table. 

A bill for the reef of Isaac G. Parker, together with the report 
of the committee on Public Lands offering an amendment thereto, 
was read and amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hul, “isaac G. Parker” was stricken out, 
and “José Lewis Cherino, bis heirs or assigns,” were inserted, 
and bil passed to a third reading, 

On motion oi Mr. Hil, joint resolution for the relief of William 
E. Howth was taken up. 

Mr. Hil offered. as a substitute for it, “a bill fer the relief of 
Willem E. Howth.” Adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A boi for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Porter, deceased ; 
reag ani passed to a third reading. ` 

A U fixing the rate at which thé Texas stock of indemnity 
shall be paid zt the Treasury; read third time end passed. 

A message war received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed 

A bil to insarporate Aies Lodge, No. 16, of the Independent 
Order of Ocd Fellows, at San Augustine, Texas; and 

A bil to incorporete the town of Greenville. « 

A til for the retief of the heirs cf Wm, C. Hendricks; read 
sepond time, and on motion cf Mr. Parker, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bi] for the reei of John Blair; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the cominittee on Pablic Debt. 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of Stephen Wiley, deceased, 
and a bill for the relief of Henry J. McKinzie, a colonist of Mer- 
cers colony, Were Severaiiy read a second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Publie Lands. 

A bill jor the relief of Wright Coley, of Robertson county; read 
and passed to a third reading. : } 
‘On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read third 

time and passed. : 

A bill concerning the head-right claims to land of Elias N. 
Eubanks, df Nacogdoches eounty ; read: 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

in section 1, strike out “James H. Starr, assignee of” and in- 


aay 


sert, after “county,” the words “ his heirs or assigns.” Adopted, 
and bill passed to a third reading. 

A pill for the relief of Daniel Clark; read second time and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Reaves, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to admit William J. M. Whaley and Webster Flanagan 
to practice law in the several courts of the State; read second 
time and passed to a thitd reading. 7 

Mr. Bigelow moved to re-consider the vote which adopted the 

1t of the committee on the Judiciary on the petition of James 
Irwin, of Shelby county. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the motion was laid on the table. 

A bill to make an appropriation to pay A. H. Stafford for cap- 
turing an escaped convict, and conveying bim to the penitentiary ; 
read second ti, and en motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

A bill to carry into effect the Judgment of the District Court, 
in the suits instituted by Empresarios and decided in their favor; 
Tead second time, and on motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the 
commettee ot the Judiciary. 

A bill concerning a State burial ground; read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Wilson, the rale was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. . 

A bill to authorize the Auditor and Comptroller to cancel and 
Teissue certificates of public debt which contain more than one 
character of liabilities; read second time. 

i Mr. Dancy moved to refer it to the committee on State Affairs ; 
ost. 

Qn motion of Mr. Hill, “ Auditor” was stricken out of the bill 
wherever it occurs. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the blank was filled with “31st Janua- 
ry, 1552.” The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: 

Yras— Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Williams and 
Wison—i4. 

Naxs—Messrs. Doane, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Meuse- 
bach and Reaves—/7. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yzrss—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, 

ss 
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Ford, Gray, Grimes, ILI, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Reaves, 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wiison—19, 

Naws—Messrs. Dancy, Dogean, Eddy, and Meusebach—4, 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill for the relief of Elijah Ember- 
son and Samuel C. Doss, Which originated in the Senate; also, 
that the Howse concurred in the second and third amendments 
of the Senate, and refused te concur in the first amendment of 
the Senate to a bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives 
of the Legislature among the several counties of this State. ac- 
cording to the requirements of the constitution ; also, that the 
House had passed a bill for the sale of one million of the bonds 
of the United States, being a part pf the indemnity received for 
the sale of a portion of the north-western territory of the State of 
‘Texas, originating in that hody, 

On motion of Mr, Ford, a bill concerning the archives of the 
Legisiature was taken up, and read second Lime. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out “15 cents,” and 
inserting “10 cents.” ‘Lost. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed by the following rote: 

Yras—Messts. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, 
Eddy, Ford, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Scott, Sterne, 
Truit and Wilson—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Duggan, Grimes and Williams—4, 

On motion of Mr. Doane, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 
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Weonespay, February 11, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant. to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. ; 

Mr. Grimes presented the quarterly report of the Directors of 
the Penitentiary. : 

: HUNTSVILLE, February 3rd, 1852. 
Hon. JESSE GRIMES, 


- DeanSm: The report of the Directors of the Penitentiary to 
the Legisluture embraced the expenses up to the 30th Sept., 1851. 
The last quarter of the year having closed, I have thought it 

proper that the Legislature should be apprised of the standing 

of the institution on the 3ist December, 1851, to the end that a 

Special appropriation should be made to meet the oustanding 

drafts of that date, and leave the general appropriation for two 

years for the expenses of that time. It is much to be hoped that 

a sufficient amount be appropriated for the completion of the 

-~ þuilding— true economy would indicate that course, for when 

once completed expenses could be much curtailed, and as a fabri- 

cating institution, I am confident it would yield a profit, We 
sliggested a division of the duties of the Superintendent—he _ 
should neither be the book keeper, salesman, or have to attend 
to purchases; his duties as Superintendent, when well at- 
tended to, will consume ali his time, independent of extraneous 
ones, An officerto attend to those other duties, with a salary of 
some $800 per year, would be an improvement of the present 
law, and ensure correct exhibits and frugality in purchases, and 
expedite sales, A portion of the appropriation should, from time 
to time, be placed in the hands of the Superintendent, or the agent 
of purchase, should the Legislature create such an officer. 

‘On the following page I give you the exhibit above referred to. 


Yours truly, 
JOHN S. BESSER. 
Ontstanding and unredeemed drafts per report, $2,849 97 
Since redeemed here, No’s 84, 85 and 87, 95 00 


i $2,754 79 
Since issued up to December 31st, 1851, 2,699 21 
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the 23th or Qetater, ISAS. They, therefore, recommend the 
passage of the House Hl fer the relief of the said Joel P, Hardin 
and Peter High, AUef which is submitted. 
M.D. K, TAYLOR, Chairman. 
SenaTe CHAMBER, Feby 11, 1852. 
To ihe Hon, J. W. HONDTISON, ` 
President oF tie Senate: 

pour committee on Private Land Claims have examined a bill 
fer the relef of Marcelo Granger and Michael Peveto, and find 
from the facts adduced, that these gentlemen received from the 
government of Mexico, a headright each, for one league and 
labor of land, and being entitled, under the laws of the Republic 
of Texas, fo an additional Jabor, they applied to the proper 
couri, and the court issued to them a certificate for one league 
and labor, when it should have been but fora labor. ‘The travel- 
ing beard re‘ected these certificates, as they had already received 
eertificates for one league. This bill proposes to give them the 
labor, which, under the law, they were entitled to. From these 
facts, a matority of the committee have Instructed me to report 
the £1] Lack without amendment, and recommend its passage. 


Ajlof which is submitted. 
M. D. K. TAYLOR, Chairman. 


Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
Frowin report: 

The Finanee committee, to whom was referred a bill relin- 
quishing the title 
possession of aciual settlers, who purchased under the patent is- 
é Edward Hall. 

Theeommiltes have tefore them a statement of O. C. Hartley, 
thet the amcunt of land to which the State would relinquish 
title under the provisions of this act, would not exceed one hun- 
dred and thirteen acres, held by some ten or twelve settlers. 

Your committee report the bill for the consideration of the 
Senate. 

Mr. Grimes made the following report: 

` Acsrin, February 10, 1852, 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled an act granting further time to Adolphus Glavecke, for- 
mer assessor and collector of Cameron county, under certain con- 
ditions. The petiticn sets forth the manner in which he has be- 
come involved and unable to make settlement with the Comptroll- 
er. He prays that further time be given him to make payment 
upon his givisg additional security. ‘The only matter for consider- 
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ation is, the propriety of extending the time for settlement of his 
acconnts, which your committee submit for ihe consideration of 
the Senate. 
JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 
Mr. Bigelow maze ihe following report: 

Ciry op Arar, February 10, 1852. 

To the Hon. J, W. Hexpensox, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Publie Lands have considered a bill to be 
entitled an act fer the relief of Henry J. McKenzie, a colonist 
of Mercer's colony, and ind that Mr. McKenzie emigrated to, 
and settled in Mercer's colony in February, 1546, where he re- 
sided and cuitivated land for four successive years, and perform- 
ed all the duties of a citizen and colonist, and afterward removed 
from the colony. The law of 1250 only provides for those who 
were in ihe colony at the passage of the law, and the Legislature 
is asked by the bill to give Lim special reliefi, du view of all the . 
facts, the committee have unanimeusiy Instructed me to report 
the bill back to the Senate without amendmént, and to respect- 
fully recommend its passage. Which is submitted, 


iar <4 


ISRAEL B. BIGELOW, Chairman. 


Crry or Atstin, Febrnary 10, 1852. 
To the Hon. J. W. HESDERSON, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on Public Lands have corsidered a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Stephen Wiley, deceased, and find that 
Mr. Wiley was a resident cf Texas as early as the year 1812, 
and died in the country in 1326; but that he was never attached 
to any colony, no colony having been established previous to his 
death. Your committee are of the opinion that the law has 
never giren a right to eases of this character, nor does this ease 
come within any of the provisions of the 10th section of the 
general provisions of the constitution of the Republic of Texas, 
and believing it would be purely a gratuity if the bill were to 
pass, the committee have unanimously instructed me to report the 
bill back to the Senate and recommend its indefinite postpone- 
ment, Which is respectfully submitted. 


ISRAEL B, BIGELOW, Chairman, 
Mr. Hill, chairman of the committeeon Public Debt, to whom 


was referred a bill for the relief of John Blair, reported the same 
back and recommended its passage, 


if 


Mr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit: 

‘A bill for the relief of assessors and collectors of taxes ; ; 

A bill for the relief of William E. Howth; 

A bill to quiet the titles to land in and near Burnet’s colony ; 

And a bill proposing an amendment to the constitution of the 
State of Texas. 

Mr. Daggan introduced a bill to incorporate the San Marcos 
Bridge company ; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Dug- 
gan, ‘the Tule was ‘suspended, bill read second time, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Duggan, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to establish and incorporate the 
Gonzales College, originating in the Senate. 

Also the following bills originating in the House, to wit: 

A bill to incorporate the town of Larissa ; and. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones. 

Also, that the House had receded from their 7th and 8th amend- 
ments to a bill to create the counties of Cameron, Starr and 
Webb into separate land districts. 

Aiso, that the House had receded from their 2nd amendment 
to a bill to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad company, 

The Senate receded from their first amendment to a bill to ap- 
portion the Senators and Representatives of the Legislature 
among the several counties of the State, according to the require- 
ments 5 of the constitution, by the followin vote: 

Yras—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, ‘Hogart, Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Ford, Hart, Hill, “Merriman, Reaves, Taylor, Truit, 
Williams and Wilson—15. 

Nays-—Messrs, Dancy, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Meusebach, Parker 
and Scott—7. 

A bill to provide for the erection of a Capitol for the State of 
Texas; read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, ‘Doane, Dug- 
gan, Ford, Grimes, Hart, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, "Scott, 
Sterne, Truit, Williams and W ilson—17. 

Nays—Messrs, Burks, Hill and Tayler—%, 

A bill to admit William J. M. Whaley and Webster FI anagan 
to practice law in the several courts of this State; read third 
time and passed, 
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Mr. Reaves, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a bill supplementary to an act concerning crimes and 
punishments, approved March 20, 1848, correctly engrossed. 

The following bills were severally read third time and passed, 
to wit: 

A bill fer the relief of Jose Louis Cheviro, his heirs.or assigns ; 

A bill concerning the headright claims to land of Elias M. 
Enbanks and Elias N. Exbanks, of Nacogdoches county; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs cf Elizabeth Porter, deceased. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
thet the House had reconsidered the vote concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate striking cut + Washington ” and insert- 
ing “ Milam.” in a bill to apportion the Senators sand Representa- 
tives of the Legisiature among the several counties of the State, 

ze., and afterwards refused to coneur therein. 

A bill supplementary to an aet concerning crimes and punish- 
ments, approved Marci 20, 1845; read th rd time. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the bili was amended by striking 
out the 15th section. 

Mr. Bigelow moved to strike out the 34th section. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following as a substitute: 

“Phe judgment of the court “upon ecnviction for adultery 
= ae = lapides ex baggo extrahunt;” accepted, and amend- 

ent rejected. 

mor, ‘Bigelow offered the icllowing amendment to the 34th sec- 
tion, to come in after the word * eash: a 

“ Shall be liable to a fine not exceeding ten dollars, and im- 
prisonment in the common jail nof exceeding ten days;” re- 
jected. 

Mr. Bi gelow moved to strike ont the 99th section. 

The bill then passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messts. Armstrong, Bogart, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, 
Gray, Grimes, Merriman, Meusebac ch, Parker, Reaves, Scott, 
Taylor, Willems and Wilson—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, end Tiui—3. 

On motion of Mr. “Hi il, the Senate insisted on their amend- 
ment striking out “ Washington” end inserting “ Milam,” in a 
bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives s of the Legisla- 
ture among the several coubties of the State. 

Messrs. Wiison, Armstrong aid Bogart were appointed a com- 
mittee of Conference on said Lill. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’cleck 
p. m. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M- 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr, Williams introduced a bill supplementary to an act creating 
the county o& Cooke ; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Wil- 
liams, the rule was suspended, bill read second time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr, Williams, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Gray made the following report: 

Feperuary 10, 1852. 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill to-de- 
termine what lands are forfeited, as maturely as the time allowed 
since its reference would permit, and a portion of the committee 
report: the bill proposes to carry into effect a clause of the consti- 
tution, (art. 13, sec. 4,) which declares that the Legislature shall 
“provide a method for determining what lands have-been forfeit- 
ed and escheated,” A law concerning escheats has been enacted 
by a former Legislature ; but no provision has been made on the 
subject of forfeitures. ‘The general policy of such a measure, 
and whether it is wise in a government to enforce its rights in 
such-cases, is not a question now open for discussion, for the di- 
rection of the constitution itself is too plain and positive to doubt 
that some action should be had. What shall be the extent of the 
action to be taken, and the mode of procedure to be adopted are 
questions subject to legislative discretion, and present points of 
difficulty truly embarrassing, whilst the right of the State to in- 
quire into and enforce forfeitures of grants to lands, is impera- 
tively directed by the supreme law of the land, it certaiuly was not 
intended, and would be unwise to carry it out with aruthless 
hand, forgetful of all other interests and considerations ot State 

licy. 

The bill includes in its wide sweep at old titles, all classes of 
grants of a greater amount of land than one league and labor; 
alters the law of evidence so as to impose the burden of proof on 
the grantees of the old title, and instead of giving the benefit of 
any forfeiture to the State or to bona fide settlers and improvers of 
her soli, grants away all the interest of the State to all locators, 
whether speculative or otherwise. 

This is going to greater lengths than is deemed expedient or 
equitable, or than is demanded by good policy. ‘The history of 
the country, and the legislation on land titles afford ample proof 
that the clause in the constitution under which this bill is pro- 
posed, was mainly designed to apply to the large grants of land 
made by the State of Coahuila and Texas by sales, and common- 
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ly known as eleven league grants. Some of these are doubtless 
fraudulent, and others forfeited by non-performance of the con- 
ditions annexed ; and there may be good reason for investigating 
and forfeiting them; but the same reason does not apply fo 
larger grants, made to colonists and settlers, as angmentation 
headrights or special grants for improvements made by them, 
nor is it reasonable or just that a particular class of titles shonld 
be subjected to more onerous and difficult modes of proof than is 
required for others. ‘The ordinary rules of evidence are ample 
for all practical purposes, and should not be varied by the Legis- 
lature to gratify a prejudice however just, or to accomplish an 
end desired, however reasonable, when the variation would vio- 
late the law of equality among citizens. 

The provision giving up the land forfeited to locators, and con- © 
firming their claim, is peculiarly objectionable in the form pre- 
sented by the bill. Speculating locators have no special claim 
on the liberality of the State, for they stir up litigation and strife 
for their own advantage, casting doubt and diseredit’on the titles 
of the country generally, to its great injury. Onthe other hand, 
settlers who have made improvements, whether claiming under | 
the old grant or recent location, by increasing the population and 
tilling the soil, add to the strength and wealth of the State, and 
have the strongest claims for her care and protection, and forthe 
exercise of her liberality. 

With these general views, briefly and imperfectly stated, the 
annexed amendments are proposed, and with them the passage of 
the bill is recommended. P. W. GRAY. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, report- 
ed back to the Senate a bill for the investigation of eleven league 
land claims in Robertson’s and part of Burnet’s colony, and re- 
commended it be laid on the table. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to incorporate the Aransas Road 
company ; and a bill to donate a league of land to the widow and 
orphans of Major Wm. S. Henry, deceased, which originated in 
the Senate. 

Mr. Duggan made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ng: 
oe act for the relief of James McWilliams; 

An act for the relief of Sam Bogart; 

An act for the relief of H. F. Holcomb. 

An act to incorporate the Corpus Christi Navigation company ; 
An act to incorporate the Comal Union School ; l 
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An act supplementary to the act to establish the Galveston and 
Red River Railway company ; and 7 

An act to incorporate the Texas and Louisiana Railroad com- 

any. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and were this day submit- 
ted to the Governor for his approval. 

A bill for the relief of William E. Howth ; read third time. 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “second class,” and insert “ publie ; ” after “such,” 
insert “ elass and;” adopted, and bill passed. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution 
of the State, so as fo have annual sessions of the Legislature, 
not to exceed sixty days; rejected by the following vote: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Doane, Duggan, 
Ford, Gray, Grimes Kinney, Reaves, Scoit, Taylor, Truit, Wil- 
liams and Wilson—15. 

Nayvs—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Davis, Hart, Hill, Merri- 
man, Meusebach and Parker—8; two-thirds not voting for it. 

A bill for the relief of assessors and collectors of taxes; read 
third time, and rejected by the following vote : 

Yess—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Doane, 
Duggan, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Reaves and Wilson—l1. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Eddy, Ford,Gray, Grimes, Hart, Mer- 
riman, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit and Williams—12. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution of 
the State of ‘Texas, so as fo strike out the 27th section of the 3rd 
article; read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Daney, Davis, Dug- 
gan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Hill, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, 
Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson—18. 

Nayvs—Messrs, Armstrong, Doane, Grimes Hart, Kinney, 
Merriman and Meusebach—7. , 

A bill to authorize Preston Witt and Wade H. Witt, to locate 
a tract of land embracing a portion of the channel of the west 
fork of the Trinity river, and to construct and erect a mill there- 
on, together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary 
thereon, recommending its indefinite postponement, was read and 
report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the vote which passed a bill concern- 
ing the archives of the Legislature, was reconsidered. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment, to come in in the 
14th line of Ist section: “as far as the same have not heretofore 
been recorded ;” adopted. = 
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Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking ont “15 cents,” and in- 
Serting “ 10 cents ;” lost. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

Yrsas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Ford, Hill, Mensebach, 
Parker, Scott, Troit and Wilson=-10. 

Nays—Messrs, Armstiong, Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, 
Grimes, Reaves and Williams —8. 

A bill to locate the county seat of Calhoun county; read. 

Mr. Duggan offered the following amendment: 

« Provided, the county seat shall not be removed from Lavaca 
without a two third-vote of the qualified electors ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was laid on the table. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had appointed Messrs. Tarver, Stapp and Fields a 
committee of Conference on the bill to apportion the Senators 
and Representatives among the several counties of the State. 

A bill to amend the statute of limitations, approved February 5, 
1841 ; read. l 

Mr. Bigelow moved to strike out everything appertaining to 
accounts between merchants: lost. 

The bill then passed to third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Peter Nichols, sherif of Cameron coun- 
ty; read. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment : 

“That the further sam of eighty-seven dollars be allowed and 
paid to Joab Harrell, sheriff of Williamson county, for taking 
Hodges, a convict, to the penitentiary, on his presenting the 
certificate of the Superintendent of the Penitentiary, that he is 
nse to that amount;” adopted, and bill ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Doane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, 
Parker, Scott, Sterne, Truit and Wilson—18. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Hart and Taylor. 

A bill creating a board of trustees for the county of Bastrop ; 
read, and passed to third reading. s, 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 
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The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev, Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: 

Your committee on Private Land Claims report back the fol- 
lowing bills and petitions, and ask to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James Walker, 
William C. Walker, and James Watson ; 

A bill supplementary and amendatory of an act for the relief 
of the colonists of Mercer’s colony ; 

The petition of Simpson Pullum for land; the petition of N. 
"T, Owens; petition of W. W. Barrett; petition of Milton Parker 
for land; the petition of Mrs. Miles; the petition of Greenbuty 
Dossey, for land ; the petition of Sarah W. Bracken; the petition 
of Thomas T. Bailey; the petition of Thomas Harwell ; the peti- 
tion of Edmund Murphy; the petition of W. S. Musicks; the 
petition of William Burkett; the petition of Eli M. Thomasson; 
the petition of George Ramsdale: and 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue to the heirs of Christopher Choate, a certificate for 
one league and one labor of land. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

M. D. K. TAYLOR, Chairman. 

Mr. Daney made the following report: 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a reso- 
lution instructing said committee to enquire into the expediency 
of calling the attention of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress to the defenceless condition of the frontier of ‘Texas, 
have instructed me to report the accompanying joint resolution, 
and recommend the passage thereof : 

Joint resolution relating to frontier protection ; read first time. 

Mr. Wilson made the following report, which was adopted : 

Commirrese Room, February 12, 1852. . 
To the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Joint committee, appointed to cor¥gr upon the refusal of 
the House of Representatives to concur:in the Senate’s third 
amendment to the bill, originating in the House, entitled “ A bill 
to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the Legislature 
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among the several counties of this State,” &c. &c., and the action 
of the Senate insisting upon its amendment, having met and con- 
ferred upon the matters submitted for their consideration, instruct 
their chairman to recommend that the House of Representatives 
concur in the said third amendment of the Senate, changing the 
45th and 47th Representative Districts, by striking ont +‘ Wash- 
ington” and inserting “Milam,” in the 47th, and striking ont 
“ Milam” from the 45th. Respectfully submitted. 
JAMES C. WILSON, Chairman on part of the Senate. 
WILLIAM FIELDS, One of the Committee. 
D. M. STAPP, 
One of the Comm. on part of the House. 

Mr. Truit made the following report : 

Your committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries have had the 
following petitions under consideration, to wit: one praying a 
ferry privilege on the Brazos river, to Thomas T. Bailey, and an- 
other on the Rio Grande river, praying a ferry privilege to Tho- 
mas T. Bailey; and the committee have instructed me to return 
the above named petitions back to the Senate, and beg to be dis- 
charged from any further action thereon. 

JAS. TROIT, Chairman. 

Mr. Dancy made the following report: 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution relative to the location of the various tribes of Indi- 
ans within the limits of Texas, after examining the same, in- 
struct me to say that the passage of the joint resolution which 
has been sent to the House, renders it unnecessary to pass the 
above joint resolution ; and they ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 

Mr. Kinney, chairman of the Select committee, to which was 
referred the resolution of the Senate, directing an enquiry into 
the expediency of authorizing the Governor to adopt such mea- 
sures as may be necessary to protect the frontiers from Indian 
‘depredations, when the same are not protected by the troops of 
the United States, have directed me to report the accompanying 
bill, and to recommend its passage, 

A bill to authorize the Governor to call into service such vo- 
lunteer companies as may be necessary to protect the frontier 
from Indian depredations; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time. # 

Mr. Davis offered the following as a substitute : 

“Joint resolution concerning frontier protection.” Read and 
adopted, and bill ordered to'be engrossed. — 
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Mr. Bogart made the following report: j 
To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 

President of the Senate | 

Your committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to whom 
was referred the petition of citizens of Henderson county, .pray- 
ing a change in the county lines of said county, so as to Include 
the residence of William W. Sturman within the county of Hen- 
derson. 

‘Your committee are of the opinion, that such a precedent set by 
the Legislature would result in much confusion and uncertaikty, 
as to the true boundaries of the counties, and the number of peti- 
tioners are not sufficient to justify the change prayed for. The 
committee have instructed me fo report the petition back to the 

~Senate, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the same.” “SAM. BOGART, Chairman. 

Mr. Grimes made the following Teport : 


Austin, February 11, 1852. 

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill ta 
make an appropriation to pay A. H. Stafford for capturing an es- 
caped convict and carrying him to the penitentiary, have con- 
sidered the same. The bill contemplates an appropriation of 
two hundred dollars to pay fer the capture of Peter Rogers, an 
escaped convict, and carrying him to the penitentiary. The act 
to establish a State penitentiary, section 7, authorizes the super- 
intendent to offer a reward, not exceeding one hundred dollars, 
for the apprehension and return of any escaped convict. ‘This is 
the sum that the superintendent offered in his advertisement, if 
the memory of some of the committee is correct. ‘They, there- 
fore, recommend that “two” be stricken out of the first section, 
second line, and “one” inserted. . With this amendment, they 
recommend the passage of the bill. i : 

JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 

A message was received from the Honse, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill for the relief of Elijah Emberson 
and Samuel E. Doss, and a bill supplementary to an act to define 
the time of holding the District Courts in the several districts 
therein named, approved February, 1852, which originated in 
the Senate. 


Mr. Wilson, by leave, introduced a joint resolution, instructing 
our Senators ahd requesting our Representatives to use their in- 
fluence to procure the incorporation of the officers of the late 
navy of ‘Texas into the navy of the United States; read first 


512 


time, and on motion of Mr. Wilson, the role was suspended, reso- 
lution read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the rale was further suspended, reso- 
lution read third time, and passed unanimously. 

A bill to amend the statute of limitations,approved February 5, 
1841; read third time and passed. 

A bill providing for the sale of one million of the bonds of the 
United States, being a part of the indenmity received for the sale 
of a portion of the north-western territory of the State of Texas; 
read first time. 

Mr. Gray moved a suspension of the rule; lost. 

Mr. Kinney, by leave, introdaced a bill to incorporate the Nu- 
eces Reef Bridge Company; read first time, and on motion of Mr. 
Kinney, the rule was suspended, bill read second time and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

Or motion of Mr. Kinney, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, originating in that 
body, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of George W. Martin < 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph G. Snodgrass, decd ; 

A bill for the relief of Aquilla Brinkley ; 

A bill to encourage internal improvements; and 

A bill supplemental te an act to define the time of holding the 
District Courts in the severa! districts therein named, approved 
February, 1852: 7 

Also, that the House had adopted the following resolution : 


Resolved, the Senate concurring, That the two Houses will 
meet in joint session in the Representative Hall, to-morrow (Fri- 
day the 13th} at 11 o'clock a. m., for the purpose of electing a 
superintendent and two commissioners, as contemplated by the 
bill making an appropriation for the erection of a capitol; and in 
conducting said election, the superintendent shall first be elected, 
and then the two commissioners—each member voting for two 
persons for the last named office, as his name is called; uo one 
to be announced as elected, without receiving a majority of the 
whole number of votes given. 

Which resolutiod was read and adopted. 

A bili granting further time to Adolphus Glavecke, former as- 
sessor and collector of Cameron county, to settle his account with 
the Comptroller of the State, under certain conditions; read and 
ordered to be engrossed. 
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On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, a bill for the relief of George W. 
Martin was taken up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and passed to a third reacing. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of William R. Smith and others; read and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to incerporate White Oak Bridge and Turnpike Com- 
pany; read first time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was 
suspended, bill read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Afr. Taylor, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Freeman; read first time, 
and on motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize E. M. Gray to build a toll bridge aeross 
west fork of the Angelina river; read and passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A. bill to make valid the record of certain marriage licenses, 
together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offer- 
ing a substitute therefor, was read, substitute adopted and bill 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Jackson H. Griffin, together with the re- 
port of the committee on the Judiciary, offering an amendment 
thereto, was read, amendment adopted and bill passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, bill read third time and 

A bill relingnishing the title of the State to lets on Galveston 
sland, in the possession of actual settlers. who purchased under 
the patent issued to Levi Jones and Edward Hall; read and 
passed to a third reading. 

TU 
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- On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. j 

A bill for the relief of James Gross, Henderson Loften, Landon 
Walker, and Henderson Walker; read, and passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill for the 
investigation and determination of eleven league land claims in 
Robertson’s and part of Burnet’s colony, recommending that it be 
laid on the table, was read and adopted. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Greenville; read first time, 
and on motion of Mr. Hart, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Stephen Wiley, deceased, 
together with the report of the committee on Public Lands, re- 
ees aa its indefinite postponement, was read and report 
adopted. 

A bill to prevent the locating and patenting of certain lands in 
Bexar county; read and passed to a third reading. 

Oo motion of Mr. Meusebach, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to regulate mustang chases; read, and passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Joel P. Hardin and Peter High, colonists 
of Mercer's colony ; read and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

The report of the committee on Privileges and Elections, rela- 
tive to the election of John S. Ford as Senator from the Bist- 
Senatorial District; read and adopted. 

A bill to amend an act to organize county courts, approved . 
March 16, 1848; read and passed to a third reading. . 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 2 

A bill for the relief of James S. Ridgeway ; read. 

Mr. Gray moved to amend the bill by adding “also a first 
class certificate for one-third of a league of-land to the heirs of 
M. J. Falvel, deceased.” Adopted, and bill passed to a third 
reading. 
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On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Henry J. McKinzie, a colonist of Mer- - 
cer’s colony ; read and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of John Blair; read, and passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
. third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Marcello Granger and Michael Peveto ; 
read, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to quiet the titles to lands in and near Burnet’s colony ; 
read third time. 

Mr. Hill moved to amend by inserting, after “Red River,” the 
words “or west of the Trinity river.” , 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Eddy, from the committee on Enngrossed Bills, reported a 
joint resolution concerning frontier protection correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Duggan made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing, to wit: 

An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the San Antonio 
Railroad Company, approved September 5th, 1850; 

An act defining the time of holding the District Courts in the 
third Judicial District ; 

An act te authorize the county of Montgomery to levy a road 
tax ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of James F'. Pittman ; 

An act to authorize John Nelson, Andrew Stapp, Leroy Cle- 
ments, and thelr associates, to construct a bridge and turnpike 
across the east fork of Trinity, in Collin county ; 

An act to amend the several acts to incorporate the city Aus- 
tin. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and were, by me, this day 
submitted to the Governor for his approval. ` 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 


pe m. 
3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph G. Snodgrass, dec’d; 
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read first time, and on motion of Mr. Burks, the rule was sus- 
pended, bill read second time, and passed to a third reading, 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Acquilla Brinkley; read first time, and 
on motion of Mr. Truit, the rule was suspended, bill read second 
time and passed to a third reading. l 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of John Blair; read first time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read second time, 
and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. » 

A bili authorizing the issuance of patents to settlers in Castro’s 
colony, whose claims may have been located in two surveys; 
read first time. é 

A bill to incorporate the town of Larissa; read first time, and 
on motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read second 
time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Tlennessee, and others therein 
named; read first time, and on motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule 
was suspended, biil read second time, and passed to a third read- 
ing. E 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the re was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel T. Sheffield; read 
first time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time and referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill to encourage internal improvements ; read first time, and 
on motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read second 
time. ` 

Mr. Meusebach offered the following amendment : 

In section Ist, strike out the word “plank-road.” Ta line 6, 
strike out “to such plank-road, four sections of Jand of 640 acres 
each.” 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill and amendments were referred 
to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to incorporate Aies Lodge, No. 16, of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, at San Augustine, Texas; read first time, 
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and on motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill to determine what lands have been forfeited, together 
with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering amend- 
ments thereto, was read. The first and second amendments of- 
fered by the committee were rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the third amendment of the commiitteé 
was amended by inserting after “thereon,” the following words: 
“ where the law of the Republic or State appointed an officer to 
receive such dues.” 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment as 
amended, 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, a call of the Senate was had. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 


FRIDAY, February 13, 1852. 


The Senate was ealled to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—vroll ealled— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills which originated 
in the Senate, to wit: 

A bill granting further time te Adolphus Glavecke, former as- 
sessor and collector of Cameron county, under certain conditions; 

A bill to incorporate the city of Corpus Christi ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Stewart, deceased ; 

And a bili to incorporate the Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad 
company. a 

Also, the following bills, with amendments, ta wit: 

_A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
rivers ; 

A bill supplementary to an act granting certain powers to tha 
corporation of the city of Galveston, approved December 5, 185¢ ; 

And a bill to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific 
Railway company, for the extension of the New Orleans Algiers 
and Opelousas Railway through Texas. 
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Also, that the House had concurred in the amendment of the 
Senate to a bill for the relief of Isaac G. Parker. 

Mr. Parker, from the committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
ported back to the Senate a biil tor the relief of the heirs of Sami 
T. Sheffield, and recommended its passage. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to determine what jands have been forfeited, with the 
report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering amendments, 
being under consideration when the Senate adjourned, was taken 
up; a call of the Senate pending when the Senate adjourned. 

The President decided that the biil under consideration was 
laid on the table, and it was competent for the Senate to proceed 
to other business, from which decision Mr. Hill appealed. 

The Senate sustained the decision of the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the call was suspended and theamend- 
ment under consideration rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Ford, Gray, Kinney, Merri- 
man, Meusebach, Sterne, Truitand Wilson—10. 

NAYs—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Doane, Eddy, 
Grimes, Hart, Hill, Parker, Scott, Taylor and Williams—12. . 

The 4th and 5th amendments were adonted. 

Mr, Hill moved to amend the 6th amendment of the commit- 
tee, by inserting after the word “thereon,” the following words: 
“ previous to the passage of this act;” adopted, 

Mr. Hill moved toamend the amendment by striking ont “one 
league,” and inserting “1,280 acres ;” lost. 

The amendment as amended was then adopted. 

The 7th, Sth and 9th amenements were adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the 3rd amendment and 5th section 
were stricken out: 

Mr. Duggan offered the following amendment : 

& All lands ascertained to be forfeited under the provisions of 
this act, not in the possession of actual settlers, shall not be held 
by any location now made upon them, nor subject to location, 
but shall be held by the State, and disposed of by subsequent 
legislation ;” adopted, 

Mr, Bigelow offered the following amendment : 

Add to the 19th section, to come in as second proviso: ** And 
provided, also, that this act shail not be so construed as to apply 
to that portion of the State described in an act entitled an act to 
provide for the investigation of land titles in certain counties 
therein mentioned, approved February 8, 1850 ;” adopted. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment as 3rd. proviso: 
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t And further provided, that.the’provisicns of this act shall hot 
be so construed as to repeal or conflict with the provisions pf an 
act to quiet land titles within the twenty frontier leagues border- 
ing on the United States ofthe Nofth, approved January 9, 1841 ;” 
adopted, Pe er 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment to the amendment 
offered by Mr. Duggan, and adopted : after the ward, “settlers,” . 
insert “or which have not heretofore been deedéd'or patented ; ” 
adopted by the, following vote: l l 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Dancy, 
Davis, Doane, Duggan, Ford, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, 
Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Wil- 
liams and Wilson—23. 

Nay-—Mr. Merriman—l. 

The hour for going into the election of a Superinfendent and 
Commissioners aS provided for in the bill making an appropria- 
tion to build a State Capitol, having arrived, the Senate proceeded 
to the House of Representatives for that purpose, 

Yn joint session—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Sterne, on Ahe part of the Senate, nominated Thomas 
William Ward, and Mr. Eddy nominated James Doyle, for the 
office of Superintendent. l j 
. Those Senators who voted for Mr. Ward, were Messrs. 
Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, 
Meusebaeh, Parker, Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson—13. 

Those who voted for Mr. Doyle, were Messrs. Burks, Dancy, 
Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Hart, Scott and Taylor—9. 

Mr. Armstrong voted for Samuel Mather. 

On the part of the House, Mr. Ward received 23 votes. 

Mr, Doyle received 25 votes. 

Mr. Mather received one vote. 

No one candidate havipg received a majority of all the votes, 
they proceeded to a second balloting, whereupon those Senators 
voting for Mr. Ward, were Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, 
Guay, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, Truit, 
Williams and Wilson—13. 

Those voling for Mr. Doyle, were Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, 
Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Hart, Scott and Taylor—10. 

On part of the House, Mr. Ward received 24 votes. 

Mr. Doyle received 28 votes. 

Mr. Doyle having received a majority of all the votes, was de- 
clared duly elected Superintendent. 

Nominations for Commissioners being in order, 

Mr. Wilson nominated James G., Swisher. 
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Mr. Taylor nominated Sam’! G. Haynie. 

Mr. Bigelow nominated N. C. Raymond. 

Mr. Davis nominated J. M. W. Hall. 

Mr. Doane nominated H. L. Upshur. 

Mr. Hart nominated P. W. Nowlin. 

Mr. Grimes nominated D. C. Ogden. 

Those Senators voting for Mr. Swisher, were Messrs. Arm- 
strong, Bogart, Dancy, Duggan, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Kinney, - 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Williams and Wilson—13, 

Those voting for Mr. Haynie, were Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Dug- i 
gan, Hill, Scott, Taylor and Wilson—6. j 

Those voting for Mr. Raymond, were Messrs. Armstrong, 
Bigelow, Burks, Eddy, Gray, Hart, Hill and Parker—8. 

Those voting for Mr. Hall, were Messrs. Davis, Doane, Eddy, 
Ford, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker and Sterne—8. 

Those voting for Mr. Nowlin, were Messrs. Dancy, Davis and 
Wilhiams—3. a 

Those voting for Mr. Ogden, were Messrs. Bigelòw, Bogart, 
Grimes and Meusebach—4. Al 

Mr. Doane voted for Mr. Upshur, and Mr. Wilson voted for 
Mr. Hampton. 

No one candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 
the two Houses proceeded to a second balloting, 

Those voting for Mr. Swisher, were Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, 
Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Scott, 
Sterne, Taylor, Williams and Wilson—15. 

Those voting for Mr. Haynie, were Messrs. Burks, Duggan, 
Eddy, Scott, Taylor and Wilson—6i' 

Those voting for Mr. Raymond, were Messrs. Armstrong, 
Burks, Hart, Hill, Parker and Williams—7. 

Those voting for Mr. Hall, were Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Doane, 
Ford, Kinney, Mensebach and Parker,—7. 

Those voting for Mr: Nowlin, were Messrs. Dancy, Davis and 
Williams—3. | 

Those voting for Mr. Ogden, were Messrs, Bigelow, Grimes 
and Meusebach—3. 

Mr. Doane voted for Mr. Upshur. 

On the part of the Howse, Mr. Swisher received 27 votes. 

Mr. Haynie received 24 votes, 

Mr. Raymond received 10 votes, 

Mr. Hall received 5 votes. 

_ Mr. Upshur received 11 votes. 

Mr. Nowlin received 8 votes. 

Mr. Ogden received 22 votes, 
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Mr. Swisher having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared elected Commissioner. 

The two Houses then proceeded to a third balloting. 

Those voting for Mr. Haynie, were Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Dug- 
gan, Eddy, Grimes, Scott, Sterne Taylor, Truit, and Wilson—10 

Those voting for Mr. Raymond, were Messrs. Armstrong, Hart 
Hill and WiHiams—4. 

Those voting for Mr. Hall, were Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Ford 
Kinney, and Parker—5. 

Mr. Dancy voted for Mr. Nowlin. 

Mr. Doane voted for Mr. Upshur; and 

Mr, Meusebach voted for Mr. Ogden. 

On the part of the House, Mr. Haynie received 19 votes. 

Mr. Ogden received 14 votes. 

Mr. Raymond received 10 votes, es 

Mr. Hall received 2 votes. . T 

Mr. Upshur received 9 votes; and i 

Mr, Nowlin received 1 vote. i 

No one candidate having received a majority of alf the votes, 
the two Houses proceeded to a fourth balloting. 

Those voting for Mr. Haynie, were Messrs.,Armstrong, Bige- 
low, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Grimes, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Wil- 
liams and Wilson—11. ove 

Those voting for Mr. Raymond, were Messrs. Armstrong, Hart, 
Hill, Merriman and Parker—5. 

Those voting for Mr. Upshur, were Messrs, Bigelow and 
Doane—2, 

Mr. Ford voted for Mr. Hall, and Mr. Dancy voted for Mr. 
Nowlin. 

-On the part of the House, Mr. Haynie received 22 votes. 

Mr. Ogden received 19 votes. 

Mr. Raymond received 7 votes. 

Mr. Upshur received 4 votes; and 

Mr. Hall received 1 vote. 

No one candidate having received a majority of all the yotes, 
the two Houses proceeded to a fifth balloting., Mr. Raymond and 
Mr. Upshur being withdrawn. _ 

Those who voted for Mr. Haynie, were Messrs. Armstrong, 
Bigelow, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Scott, 
Sterne, Taylor, Williams and Wilson—13. 

- Those voting for Mr. Hall, were Messrs. Doane, Eddy, Ford, 
Kinney, Merriman and Parker—6.  _ 

Mr. Daney voted for Mr. Nowlin, and Mr. Meusebach voted 

for Mr. Ogden. 
vv 
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On the part of the Honse, Mr. Haynie received 26 votes. 

Mr. Ogden received 25 votes. 

Mr. Hall received 2 votes; and 

Mr. Nowlin received 1 vote. 

Mr. Haynie having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared by the Speaker duly elected Commissioner. 

The Senate returned to their chamber, and, on motion, adjourn- 
ed until 3 o'clock p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. Me 

Senate met—roli called—quorum present. 

A bill to determine what lands are forfeited, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the vote which adopted the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Duggan, was reconsidered, and by leave, 
Mr. Dugean withdrew it. 

Mr. Merriman offered the following amendment : 

Add to the end of 2nd section: “that the defendant, when 
summoned by publication, shall have two years after final judg- 
ment to appear in court where the judgment was rendered, and 
upon motion, the judgment rendered shall be set aside by the 
court, and a new trial granted ;” rejected. 

Mr. Merriman offered the following amendment: 

* Provided, that this act shall not extend to persons who are 
now parties to suits pending in any court in this State, and have 
their tities filed in such suits, until such suits shall be finally de- 
termined.” 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment to the amendment: 

& But in such cases, either party may plead on the trial thereot 
any plea the State could plead if a party ;” rejected by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Eddy, Hill, Parker, 
Scott, Truit and Williams—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Merriman, Meusebach, ‘Taylor and Wilson—1i0. 

Mr. Merriman’s amendment was then rejected by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Yeras—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach 
and Wiison—6. 

Nars—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Eddy, 
Gray, Grimes, Hill, Parker, Scott, Taylor, Truit and Williams 


Mr. Gray offered the following amendment : 
In Ath section, 6th line, after the word “ title,” insert “or of the 


testimonio or second original thereof; ” adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed. 
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A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, originatiug in that 
- body, to wit: 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of the third 
class debt ; l 

A bill for the relief of John Watson and J. J. Hennese, as- 
signee of Peter A. Duel; _ 

A bill for the relief of James B. Dorsey and Merritt Barrett ; 

And a bill supplementary to an azt to organize justices courts, 
and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, approved 
20th March, A. D. 1848. 

Also, that the House had laid on the table the report of the 
committee of Conference, on the bill to apportion the Senators 
and Representatives of the Legislature, &c., and had appointed, 
a free committee of Conference, consisting of Messrs ‘Tarver, 
Fields and Stapp, and request the appointment of a like com- 
mittee on part of the Senate. 

A bill supplementary to an act granting certain powers to the 
corporation of the city of Galveston, approved December 5, 1851, 
with amendments from the House, was read, and amendments 
concurred in, . 

The following communication was read and laid on the table, 

i AvstIN, February 10, 1852. 
To the Hon. James W. HENDERSON, 
President of the Senate: 

The undersigned proposes to take charge of the State Capitol 
for the interval between now and your next regular session ; and 
should you deem him a proper person to take the building and 
its appurtenances under his control and responsibility, he would 
be glad to be appointed to the trust, for the faithful fulfilment of 
which he is willing to enter into bond, should it be thought ne- 
cessary. This proposition, of course, applies only to the Senate 
chamber, as a similar proposal has been handed by me to the. 
_ Speaker for his branch of the building. 

~ Respectfully, &c. 


E. RAYEN. 


A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the rivers, 
with amendments from the Honse, was read, and Ist amend- 
ment making an appropriation of $37,500 for the Rio Grande, 


was rejected by the following vote : 
Yuas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Duggan, Ford, Mer- 


rman and Wilson—7. . 
Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Doane, Eddy, Gray, 
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Grimes, Hart, Hill, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Taylor, 
Truit and Williams—16. 

The Senate concurred in the 2nd, 3rd and 4th amendments. 

_ ‘The yeas and nays were called on the 5th amendment, appro- 
priating $4,500 for Little river, and were as follows: 

EAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Davis, Duggan, Ford, 
Hill, Merriman, Scott, Williams and Wilson—10. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Doane, Eddy, Gray, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Taylor and Truit 
—13 5 rejected. 

The Senate refused to concur in the 6th amendment, and con- 
curred in the 7th and 8th. 

The Senate refused to concur in the 9th amendment and con- 
curred in the 10th. 

The yeas and nays were called on concurring in the 11th 
amendment, appropriating $4,500 to the Elm fork of Trinity, and 
were as follows: =- 

Yeas—Messts. Bogart, Davis, Duggan, Ford, Hill, Merriman, 
Parker, Scott, Truit, Williams and Wilson—1i1. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Doane, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Meusebach and Taylor—1l0; refused to 
concur, two-thirds not voting for it. 

The Senate refused to concur in the 12th amendment, appro- 
priating $37,000 for upper Red River, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Kinney, 
aoe Parker, Scott, Taylor, Truit, Williams and Wilson— 
13. 
Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Burks, Dancy, Doane, 
Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill and Meusebach—10. 

The Senate concurred: in the 13th amendment : 

Mr. Dancy moved that acommittee of Free Conference be ap- 
pointed on the apportionment bill, upon which the yeas and 

nays were as follows: : 

‘Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong Dancy, Doane, Ford, Eddy, Kin- 
ney, Meusebach and Parker—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Davis, Duggan, Gray, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Merriman, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williamsand 
Wilson—15. 

So the Senate refused to appoint the committee. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to a 
bill to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific Railway 
company, for the extension of the New Orleans, Algiers and 
Opelousas Railway through Texas. 


A bill supplementary to an act to organize justices courts, and 
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to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, approved 20th 
Marth, 1848; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read se- 
cond time, and passed to third reading by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Ford, 
Gray, Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, 
Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson—17. 

Nays--Messrs. Dancy, Duggan and Taylor—3. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

Joint resolution concerning frontier protection ; read third time. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment : 

After the word “duty,” in second section, insert “shall enquire 
into the propriety of ;” adopted. . : 

Mr. Ford offered the following as a substitute for the second 
section : 

“That the recent depredations committed by the Indians, im- 
pose upon the Executive the duty of calling out the militia or 
volunteers, to give protection to the frontier ;” adopted by the 
following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Ford, 
Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, Truit, Wil- 
Niams and Wilson—14. 
> Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart and 
Scott—7. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment to 2nd section : 

Insert after the word “duty,” the following words: “to in- 
quire into the propriety ;” adopted, and joint resolution passed 
by the following vote: ; 

Yras—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Gray, Hill, Kin- 
ney, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, Fruit, Williams and Wilson— 

2: 


Nays—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Doane, Eddy, Grimes, Hart, 
Scott and Taylor—s. 

A bill for the relief of Louis Kraats; read first time, and, on 
motionof Mr. Sterne, the rule was suspended, and bill passed to 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yzeas—Messrs. ‘Armstrong, Bigelow, Doane, Eddy, Gray, 
Grimes, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson 


rar * 


Navs—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Hill, Merriman, Scott 
and 'Taylor—7. 


2 
i 
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A bill for the relief of James B. Dorsey and Merrit Barrett ; 
read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was@sus- 
pended, bill read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read thitd time and passed. 

A bill supplemental to an act to define the time of holding 
the district courts in the several districts therein named, approved 
February, 1852; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Meuse- 
bach, the rule was suspended, bill read second time, and passed 
to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel T. Sheffield; read 
first time, and, on motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspend- 
ed, bill read second time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

The report of the committee on Indian Affairs, asking to be 
discharged from the further consideratien of joint resolution 
relative to the location of the various tribes of Indians within 
the limits of Texas, was read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of John Watson and J. J. Hennese,assignee 
of Peter A. Duel; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, 
the rule was suspended, bill read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Hart, referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills originating in that 
body, to wit: es 

A bill toincorporate the El Paso and Frontier Turnpike com- 
pany, in the county of El Paso; and 

A bill to provide a suitable office for the State Department. 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of the third 
class debt; read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, the 
rule was suspended, bill read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

A bill providing for the sale of one million of the bonds of the 
United States, being a part of the indemnity received for the sale 
of a portion of the north-western territory of the State of Texas ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 
` On motion of Mr. Merriman, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. l 
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SATURDAY, February 14, 1852. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 

Mr. Meusebach presented the petition of Thos. H. O. S. Ad- 
dicks, administrator of the estate of Abraham Kuhne; referred to 
the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: 

SENATE CHAMBER, February 14, 1852. 

To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 

President of the Senate : 

Your committee on Private Land Claims have examined a bill 
for the relief of John Watson and J. J. Hennesse, assignee of 
Peter A. Duel, and are of opinion that Mr. Watson is entitled to 
the land provided by the bill. The case of Hennesse we sub- 
mit, with, the facts, for the consideration of the Senate. On the 
23d day of February, 1838, the county court of San Augustine 
county issued to Mr. Heniesse, as assignee of Peter A. Duel, a 
certificate for one league and one labor of land, which certificate 
was rejected by the travelling board of land commissioners. Hon. 
John A. Greer stated before the committee, that suit had been 
commenced in this case, before the Ist of July, 1851, and is now 
pending in the District Court of San Augustine county—having 
not yet been decided, for the reason that the attendance of the 
witnesses, Who reside in Leon and Houston counties, could not 
be procured, up to this time; and it is further in proof, that one 
of the witnesses has lately demised. With these facts, the case 
is submitted, M. D. K. TAYLOR, Chairman. 

Mr. Duggan made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled bills have examined the following : 

An act for the relief of Elijah Emberson and Samuel E. Doss; 

An act supplementary to an act to define the time of holding 
the District Courts in the several districts therein named, approved 
February, 1852; and 

An act to incorporate the Aransas Road Company. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and were on this day sub- 
mitted, by me, to the Governor for his approval. 

Respectfully, T. H. DUGGAN, Chairman. 


Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, reported 
back to the Senate a bill providing for the sale of one million of 
bonds of the United States, being apart of the Indemnity received . 
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for the’sale of a portion of the north-western territory of the State 
of Texas, and recommending its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, from the same committee, made the following re- 
port: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill 
making an appropriation for the payment of the third class debt, 
have given to the subject such examination as the limited time 
allowed them for its investigation would allow. We learn that 
the committee on the Public Debt, in the House, made an exami- 
nation into each and every claim, and rejected many for want of 
sufficient evidence; and that all those provided for in the bill, 
were sustained by undoubted proofs of their justness, It is from 
our confidence in the investigations of that committee, mainly, 
that we base our report, having had no time to examine the 
vouchers for ourselves. These claims are for personal services 
and for supplies furnished the army, and your committee are of 
opinion should be paid without delay. 

Your committee submit an amendment, providing for the pay- 
ment of seventeen other individuals holding claims of a like na- 
ture, amounting to $1,149 69, of claims that were filed previous 
to the first day of September last; and have been examined and 
reported by the Auditor and acting Comptroller in a subsequent 
report, and have been examined and certified by the committee on 
the Public Debt, of the House. From these evidences, and not 
from our own investigations—not having had time, from the near 
approach of the adjournment, to examine the subject, we report 
the bill, and recommend it to the favorable consideration of the 
Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule tequiring reports to lay on 
the table one day was suspended, and report taken up, and 
amendment offered by the committee adopted. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 

Add “For James Howley, forty-five dollars for three beeves 
sold to the army in 1842.” Rejected, and bill passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the rule was suspended by the follow- 

vote: ` 

Yeas—Messrs., Aimstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, 
Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, 
Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, Williams and 
Wilson—2l. 

Nay—Mr, Dancy—-l. 

Bill read third time and passed, - 
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Mr. Eddy, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported a 
bill to determine what lands are forfeited correctly engrossed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill supplementary to an act to at- 
thorize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue 
patents on certificates issued by the board of land commissioners 
of Robertson county, approved February, 1850, with amend- 
ments. i i 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the reliet of Elizabeth Jones; read first time, and on 
motion of Mr, Bogart, the rule was suspended, bill read second. 
time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Caldwell, sen’r, 
deceased ; read first time, and on metion of Parker, the rule was 

~ suspended, bill read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That each officer of the Senate be, and is hereby 
allowed one dollar per day, during the present session of the Le- 
gislature, over and above the amount named and appropriated in 
pa eee appropriation bill, to be paid out of the contingent 


On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolution adopted by the following vote: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Davis, Doane, Ford, Gray, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne and Williams—11. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy, Duggan, Grimes, 
Hill, Taylor and Truit—s. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Counties ana County 
Boundaries, made the following report: 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries beg leave, 
herewith, to return sundry petitions referred to them, and ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the same. 

SAM. BOGART, Chairman. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill supplementary to an act for the 
liquidation and payment of the publie debt, and joint resolution 
instructing our Senators and requesting our Representatives to 
procure, by the United States, the running and establishing of 

ww 
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the boundary lines between the State of Texas and the territories 
of the United States. . 

A. bill to determine what lands have been forfeited ; read third 
time. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following amendment : 

Strike out “one league and labor,” wherever it occurs, and in- 
sert “320 acres.” 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment: 

In 5th section, second and third line from bottom, strike out 
‘located or surveyed,” and insert “granted or patented.” Adopted, 
‘and bill passed. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House, to a 
bill supplementary to an act to authorize the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue patents on certificates issued by the 
board of land commissioners of Robertson county, approved 5th 
February, 1850. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Dry Dock Company; read 
first time, and on motion of Mr. Merriman, the rule was further 
suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the El Paso and Frontier Turnpike Com- 
pany, in the county of El Paso; read first time, and on motion 
of Mr. Doane, the rule was suspended, bil! read second time and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Doane, the rule was further suspended, bill 
Tead third time, and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill for the relief of E’dridge Mallard, Alfred Franklin Mal- 
lard, James Jefferson Mallard, and Henry Benjamin Cole; read 
first time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and rejected by the following vote: 

pee nee Kinney, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne and 'Truit 

Nayrs—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, 
Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, 
"Taylor and Williams—16. 

On motion of Mr, HIN, the vote just taken was re-considered. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment : 

Strike out all after the word “located,” in second section, and 
insert “as other colony certificates.” Adopted, and bill passed by 
the following vote : \ 

YeAs—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Ford, Gray, Grimes, 
Hill, Kinney, Metisebach, Parker, Sterne, Truit, Williams and 
Wilson—14. 
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Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Duggan, Eddy, Hart, 
Merriman, Scott and 'Taylor—9. 

Abill authorizing the issuance of patents to settlers in Castro’s 
colony, whose claims w have been located in two surveys; 
read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the rule was supended, bill réad 
third time and passed. : 

A bill to make an appropriation to pay A. H. Stafford for cap- 
turing an escaped convict, and carrying him to the penitentiary, 
together with the report of the committee on Finance, offering an 
amendment thereto, was read, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, the 
rpo was laid on the table, and bill read and passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Merriman, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

Joint resolution relating to frontier protection; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the rule was spended, joint 
resolution read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the table one day was suspended, and the report of the committee 
on Private Land Claims, on a bill for the relief of John J. Wat- 
son and J. J. Hennesse, assignee of Peter A. Duel, was taken up; 
and on motion of Mr. Scott, the report was laid on the table, and 
bill taken up and amended, by striking out the words “and J. J. 
Hennesse, assignee of Peter A. Duel.” The bill then passed to 
a third reading. 3 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Truit and Wilson 

Nays—Aessrs. Dancy, Duggan, Eddy and Taylor—4. 

Joint resolution to authorize the Comptroller to settle the ac- 
counts of all attorneys, other than District Attorneys and Attor- 
ney-General, who have, by direction of law or engagement of the 
government, performed services for the State or Republic of 
Texas; read, and on motion of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table. 

A bill to authorize the. county court of Comal county to levy 
and collect a special tax, for county purposes; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Meusebach, laid on the table, 

A bill supplementary to an act to regulate proceedings in the: 
county courts relating to guardians and wards, approved March 
20, 1848; read, and on motion of Mr. Duggan, laid on the table.. 
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A bill to provide a suitable office for the State Department ; 
read first time, and on motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time and passed to a third reading, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

a bill to incorporate the Trinity College; read and laid on the 
table. 
A bill making an appropriation to pay F. Giraud for a plan 
and estimates of cost of a State capitol; read second time. 
Mr F'ord offered a substitute for the bill; adopted. 
Mr. aes offered to amend, by inserting “ Mr. Settergast”; 
rejected. 
Mr. Davis moved to fill the blank with $100. 
Mr. Meusebach, moved to fill the blank with $350; lost. 
The motion made by Mr. Davis, to fill the blank with one hun- 
dred dollars, was carried. 
Mr. Sterne offered to amend the resolution, by inserting the 
name of Mr, Settergast, and allow him $75; lost. 
Mr. Meusebach offered to amend by inserting Mr. Settergast, 
and allow him fifty dollars; rejected. 
‘The resolution was then adopted. 
Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to procure the running and estab- 
. lishing the boundary lines between- the State of Texas and the 
territories of the United States; read first time, and on motion, 
the rule was suspended, read second time, and on motion of Mr. 
Duggan, laid on the table. 
Mr. Duggan made the following report: 
_ The committee on Enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing: 

ka act granting further time to Adolphus Glavecke, former 
assessof and collector of Cameron county, under certain condi- 
tions ; 

An act to incorporate the Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad 
Company ; 

An aet to incorporate the city of Corpus Christi ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Stewart, deceased ; 

An act to establish and incorporate the Gonzales college ; 

An act donating a league of land to the widow and- orphans 
of Major Wm. S. Henry, deceased. f 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and were on this day sub- 
mitted to the Governor for his approval, 


A Message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had adopted the report of the committee of Con- 
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ference on a bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of 
the Legislature, &e.; also, : 

That the House had concurred in the amendment of the Se- 
nate, to a bill making an appropriation for the payment of the 

third class debt. 
~ On motion of Mr, Kinney, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. Me 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
- was referred a bill to carry into effect the judgment of the Dis- 
trict Courts, in the suits instituted by Empresarios and decided 
in their favor, reported the same back for the action of the Senate. 

Mr. Eddy made the following report: 

The committee on Printing and Contingent Expenses have 
examined and approved the following accounts for printing: 


Cushney & Hampton, January 10, 1852, $140 25 
De Cordova & Co., for 60 75 
Cushney & Hampton, account to date, 221 50 

De Cordova & Co.; for printing 500 copies of the 
report of the Comptroller, 193 33 
$615 83 


All ef which is respectfully submitted. 
es Z. Wms. EDDY, 
Chairman of Contingent Committee of the Senate. 

A bill providing for the sale of one million of the bonds of the 
United Seates, being a part of the indemnity received for the sale 
of a portion of the north-western territory of the State of Texas ; 
read. l 

Mr. Merriman moved to amend by inserting, after the word 
“ value,” “ and interest due thereon at the time of sale.”. Adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

Strike out all in the first section, after the word “place,” in 
13th line. Adopted by the following vote: 

Yxras—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Doane, Duggan, 
Grimes, Hill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, Taylor, 
Truit and Williams—14, 


Navs—Messts. Davis, Eddy, Gray, Hart and Seott—5. 
Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment: 
“ Provided, that bids may be received and accepted, in sums 


not exceeding the amount of one hundred thousand dollars of 
the bonds.” Adopted. i 


oad 


Mr. Scott offered the following amendment: “or so much 
thereof as they may think propor.” Adapted. 

Mr. Dancy moved to lay the bill on the table; lost by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yeas——Messts. Bogart, Dancy and Duggan—s. 

Nays~—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Ford, Gray, Grimes, 
Bill, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Tayior, Truit 
and Williams—15. 

Mr. Gray offered the following amendment, to come in at the 
end of the caption: “with amendments by the Senate which 
benefit speculators by killing the bill, if the Jlouse do not con- 
cur.” Rejected. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the following smendment, at the end of 
first section: “and should no sales be made in accordance with 
the provisions of this act, the Comptroller shall be authorized to 
sell said bonds in the city of Austin, in such lots as may be de- 
sired, at the highest prices to be obtained: provided no sale shall 
be made of said bonds at less than three per cent. premium, with 
the interest computed and added thereto.” Adopted, by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Ford, Grimes, 
Kinney, Merriman, Measebach, Parker, Scott, Sterne, Taylor and 
Truit—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Eddy, Gray, Hart, Hull and Williams—5, 

The bill was then passed to a third reading by the following 
vote : 

Yeras—Messrs. Bigelow, Davis, Doane, Eddy, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Scott, Tay- 
lor, Truit and Willlams—1i6. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy and Hart—2. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Devis, Doane, Eddy, Ford, Gray, 
Grimes, Hil, Kinney, Merriman, Parker, Taylor, Truit, Wil- 
hams and Wilson—15., 

Nays— Messrs. Armstrong, Burks, Dancy and Hart—4. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, joint resolution instructing our 
Senators and requesting our Representatives in Congress to pro- 
cure, by the United States, the running and establishing ot the 
boundary lines between the State of Texas and the territories of 
the United States, was taken up. 

Mr. Doane offered the following amendment: 

“Sec 2, That the Governor ot this State is hereby authorized 
to appoint a commissioner, to act in conjunction with such com- 
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missioners as shall be appointed by the United States, to run said 
boundary lines, whenever such commissioners are appointed by 
the United States.” Adopted and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Doane, the rule was suspended, resolution 
read third time and passed. f 

_On motion of Mr. Meusebach, a bill to authorize the county 
court of Comal county to levy and collect a special tax for county 
purposes, was taken up and ordered to be engrossed. - 

On motion of Mr. Meusebach, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On“notion of Mr. Williams, Mr. Gray was added to the com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills. 

A messaze was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House concurred in the amendments of the Senate to the 
following bills, to wit: 

A bill concerning the head-right claims to land of Elias M. 
Eubanks and Elias N. Eubanks, of Nacogdoches county ; 

A bill for the benefit of Jackson H. Griffin ; i 

A bill for the relief of James 8. Ridgeway: i 

Also, that the House had adopted the substitute of the Senat 
for a bill to make valid the record of certain marriage Hcenses. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following reports : 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of W. C. Hendricks; and deeming it inexpedi- 
ent to open the District Court for a single case, under the title of 
a relief bill, and as it is too late to pass a law.in any other form, 
recommend that it be laid on the tabie. Report adopted. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the commitiee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred a bill concerning juries, reported the same back and 
recommended its passage, with the following amendments: 

1. In section 4, line 5, strike out “State,” and insert “county? 

2, Strike out the proviso in same section. 

3. In section 5, line 2, strike out the words “State and.” 

4. In same section, 6th line, strike out all after the word “up.” 

A bill supplementary to an act for the liquidation and payment 
of the public debt; read first time, and on motion of Mr. Bogart, 
the rule was suspended, bill read second time and passed to a 
third reading, 

On motion, the rule was further suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the President of the Senate be, and he is here- 
by authorized and requested to appoint some competent and care- 
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ful person to take charge of the senate chamber ane the furni- 
ture thereof, during the recess of the Legislature; for which 
service the person employed shall be entitled to receive ‘he sum 
of fifty dollars as compensation, to be paid out of the co. ingent 
fund of the Legislature. 

Mr. Eddy also offered the follow ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to 
have the portrait of General Edward Burleson, now in the senate 
chamber, placed in the General Land Office, until the meeting of 
the next session of the Legislature. -> 

On motion of Mr. Gray, Mr. Ford was added to the corfimittee 
on Enrolled Bills. _ 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until 7 o’clock 
p. m. T O'CLOCK P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill supplementary to an act for the relief of the citizens of 
Mercer’s colony, of date February 2, 1850; read second time. 

Mr. Hart offered the following amendment: 

Strike ont “25th October, 1848,” and insert “January 29, 
1849.” Adopted. 

Mr. Hart moved to strike out the following proviso: 

“Provided, not more than twenty certificates shall be proven 
up.” Lost. i 

The bill was then passed toa third reading by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Ford, Gray, Hart, 
Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Scott and Truit—11. 

Navs—Messrs, Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Grimes, 
Sterne, Williams and Wilson—8. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed by the following vote: s 

Ygzas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Ford, Gray, Hart, 
Hill, Meusebach, Parker, Truit and Wilson—11. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Grimes, Scott, 
Taylor and Williams—8. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the table one ‘day was suspended, and a bill concerning juries, 
together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offer- 
ing amendments thereto, was taken up, amendments adopted, 
and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

Air. Gray, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: ~ 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and find the 
following bill correctly enrolled, viz: 
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An act supplementary to an act granting certain powers to the 
corporation of Galveston city, approved December 8th, A. D. 
1851, which has been signed by the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House, and was this day presented to the Governor 
for his approval. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the vote which passed a bill for the re- 
lief of John Watson, was re-considered. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the vote which passed the bill to a 
third reading was re-considered, 

Mr. Eddy moved to re-consider the vote which adopted the 
amendment striking out the words “J. J. Hennesse, assignee of 
Peter A. Duel.” Carried. 

‘The question was then taken on striking out “and J. J. Hen- 
nesse, assignee of Peter A. Duel,” and carried, 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr, Gray, the rule requiring reports to Jay on 
the table one day, was suspended, and the report of the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary on a bill to carry into effect the judgment of 
the District Court, in the suits instituted by Empresarios and 
decided in their favor, was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Arm- 
strong, the bill was jaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Tayior, the rule requiring resolutions to lay 
on the table one day was suspended, and the resolution of the 
Senate authorizing the President to appoint some competent and 
careful person to taxe charge of the senate chamber and furniture 
thereof, during the recess of the Legislature, &c., was taken up 
and read, $ 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 

Before “ Legislature,” insert “next,” and add “provided that 
the furniture of the Senate shall be found in good condition 
when returned to the charge of the President.” Adopted, and 
resolution, as amended, adopted. 

On. motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule requiring resolutions to 
to lay on the table one day was suspended, and the resolution of 
the Senate “authorizing the Secretary of the Senate to have the 
portrait of General Edward Burleson, now in the senate cham. 
ber, placed. in the General Land Office, until the meeting of the 
next session of the Legislature, was taken up, read, and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the journal of to-day was read and 
approved. * 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned until Monday 
morning 10 o’clock. 
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Monpay, February 16, 1852. 


The Senate was calied to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bageerly—roll called— 
quorum present. 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

On motionof Mr. Dancy, Mr. Eddy was added to the commit- 
tee on Enrolled Bills. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, which originated 
in the Senate, to wit: 


A bill to incorporate the Brazos and Colorado Railroad com- 


ny; a 
p bill for the relief of William Hughs; 

A bill for the relief of Bluford Brooks and Mastin Latham ; 

A bill to incorporate the Little Cypress Bridge company ; and 

A bill granting one league of land to Francis M. Dimond, late 
United States Consul at Vera Cruz, in consideration of monies 
expended, and many acts of kindness extended to the Texas pris- 
oners in Mexico, in 1842 and 1843. 

Also, that the House had passed he following bills with amend- 
ments: 

A bill making appropriations for the use and support of the 
State government for the years 1852 and 1853; and 

Joint resolution for the benefit of Thomas Wilham Ward. 

Also, that the House had passed the following joint resolution, 
originating in that body : 

Joint resolution granting Stephen Crosby, Commissioner elect 
of the General Land Office, leave of absence from the State. 

Also, that the House refused to recede from their amendments. 
to a bill making appropriations for the improvement of the rivers. 


ORERS OF THE AY. 


On motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill making appropriations for the 
improvement of the rivers, was taken up by the following vote: 

Yzsas—Messrs, Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Ford, 
Merriman, Parker, Sterne, Truit, and Wilson—11. 


Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meuse- 

bach and Williams—7. 
Mr. Davis moved that a Free committee of Conference be ap- 

pointed on part of the Senate on said bill, and that the House be 


requested to appoint a like committee; carried by the following 
vote: 
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Yzas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy,"Davis, Doane, Eddy, 
Ford, Gray, Merriman, Parker, Sterne, Truit and Wilson—13. 

Naxys—Messrs, Armstrong, Burks, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Meuse- 
bach and Williams—7. 

Messrs. Davis, Will and Wilson were appointed said commit- 

tee. 
A bill making appropriations for the use and support of the 
State government for the years 1852 and 1853, with amendments 
of the House, was read, and Ist and 2nd amendments concurred 
in. 

The Senate refused to concur in so much of the 3rd amend- 
ment as appropriated $2,000 for W. H. Parker, and concurred in 
remainder of said amendment. 

The 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th amendments were 
concurred in. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the 11th amendment by addinng: 
“and for Texas Monument $1,000;” carried by the following 
vote: 

Yxeas-—Messrs. Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Ford, Kinney, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne and Wilson—l1. 

Nays—Messts. Bigelow, Burks, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Truit 
and Williams—7, 

The amendment as amended was then concurred in by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yeas-—-Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Ford, 
Gray, Kinney, Meusebach, Sterne and Wilson—il, 

Navys——Messrs. Burks, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, Parker, 
Taylor and Williams—8. : 

Mr. Gray moved to reconsider the vate just taken; lost by the 
following vote: 

Yxras—Messrs, Burks, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Hill, Merriman, 
Parker, Truit and Williams—.9 

Nays—Messts. Bigelow, Bogart, Dancy, Davis, Doane, Ford, 
Kinney, Meusebach, Sterne and Wilson—10. 

The 12th and 13th amendments were concurred in, 

Mr. Bigelow moved to amend the 14th amendment by adding : 
“for paying Peter Nichols, sheriff of Cameron county, for twelve 
extra guards employed in taking eleven convicts from Cameron 
county to the State Penitentiary, $800 ;” adopted. 

The 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th amendments were 
concurred in, 

Mr. Kinney offered the following amendment to the Rist 
amendment : 


540 = 


Add “and tœF. Dawson, forty thousand dollars and interest 
from date of his bond B, No. 2, to first July, 1850 ;” adopted. 

Mr. Hart moved to reconsider the vote just taken, upon which 
the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Burks Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill and Wilhams-—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Kinney, Merriman, 

Meusebach, Parker, Truit and Wilsou—9. 

There being a tie vote, the President decided in the afirma- 
tive, so the vote was reconsidered, and amendment withdrawn. 

Mr. Kinney then offered to amend the 21st amendment by 
adding “and to F. Dawson, forty thousand dollars and interest 
thereon, from maturity of bond No. 2, to Ist July, 1850, upon 
the filing of said bond with the Comptro!ler.” 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, a call of the Senate was made. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Wilson moved to Jay the amendment on the table, upon 
which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeras—Messrs. Burks, Dancy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, 
Hart, Hill, Williams and Wilson—10. 

Nays— Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Doane, Ford, Kinney, Mer- 
triman, Meusebach, Parker, Sterne, and Truit—10. 

There being a tie, the President voted in the negative, so the 
Senate refused to lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. Kinney, by leave, withdrew the amendment : 

Mr. Kinney then offered the following amendment: 

“That $20,000 be, and is hereby appropriated in part payment 
of the amount due from the State of Texas to Frederick Dawson, 
upon his filing a release for the same.” 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, a call of the Senate was made. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p m 

. Š OCLOCE, P M. 

Senate met—roll cailed—quorum present. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed joint resolution concerning Indian 
boundaries, which originated in the Senate. 

Also, that the House had appointed Messrs. Tankersly, Bee, 
Charlton, Runnels and White, a committee of Conference on a 
bill making appropriations for the improvement of the rivers. 

Joint resolution granting Stephen Crosby, Commissioner elect 
of the General Land Office, leave of absence from the State; 
read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, the rule was sus- 
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pended, joint resolution read second time, and passed to third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr, Eddy, the rule was further suspended, joint 
resolution read third time and passed. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to joint 
resolution for the benefit of Thomas William Ward, by the fol- 
lowing vote: , 

Yuas—Messrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Davis, Doane, Eddy, 
Ford, Grimes, Kinney, Meusebach, Sterne, Trait and Wilson—13. 
Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Gray, Hart, Hill and Merriman—-5. 

On motion of Mr, Davis, the call was suspended, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Hart, the amendment offered by Mr. Kinney laid 
on the table, and the amendment of the House concurred in, 

The 22nd, 23rd and 24th amendments were concurred in, 

Mr. Davis moved to reconsider the vote which adopted the 
amendment offered by Mr, Dancy to the 1ith amendment of 
the House, adding $1,000 for the Texas Monument, 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, a call of the Senate was made. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the call was suspended, and the mo- 
tion of Mr. Davis withdrawn. m 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the vote which concurred in the 8th 
amendment of the House was reconsidered, and the amendment 
amended by striking out after “ printing,” the words “and copy- 
ing.” 

‘The amendment as amended was then concurred in. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to define the boundaries of the 
counties of Jasper and Newton; and 

A bill supplementary to an act to establish a State Peniten- 
tiary, which originated in the Senate, with amendments. 

Also, that the House refused to concur in the amendments of the 
Senate to a bill providing for the sale of one million of the bonds 
of the United States, being a part of the indemnity received for 
the sale of a portion of the north-western territory of the State of 
Texas; and have appointed Messrs, Scott, Tarver and Runnels 
a committee of Conference, and request the appointment of a 
like committee on part of the Senate. 

Messrs. Gray, Eddy and Hill were appointed a committee of 
Conference on said bill. 

Mr. Ford, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
bills : 


A bill granting one league of land to Francis M. Dimond, late 
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Consul of the United States at Vera Cruz, in consideration of 
monies expended, and kindness extended to the Texas prisoners 
in Mexico, in 1842 and 1848 ; 

A bill for the relief of Bluford Brooks and Mastin Latham ; 

A bill to incorporate the Little Cypress Bridge company ; 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to organize 
justices courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the 
same, approved 20th Mareh, 1848. 

All of which are correctly enrolled, and were this day submit- 
ted to the Governor for his signature. ; 

Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be respectfully ten- 
dered to W. D. Miller, Esq., for the able and efficient manner in 
which he has discharged all the duties of the office of Secretary 
of the Senate. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend by inserting after “ Miller,” “and 
all the other officers of the Senate ;” carried, and resolution as 
amended adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, a committee was appointed to act 
in conjunction with a like committee on part of the House, to 
wait upon the Governor and inform him that the two Houses 
will adjourn this evening sine die, and to ask if he has any fur- 
ther communication tò make to the Legislature. 

Messrs. Kinney, Parker and Wilson were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the Senate adjourned until 8 o’clock 
p. m. 

8 o’CLOCK, P, M. 

Senate met---roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are due, and are here- 
by tendered to the Hon. James W. Henderson, Lieut. Governor 
and President of the Senate, for the able, dignified and impartial 
manuer in which he has discharged his duties during the present 
session ; adopted unanimously. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House to a 
bill supplementary to an act to establish a State Penitentiary. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill concerning the archives of the 
Legisiature, which originated in the Senate. ~ 

Also, that the House concurred in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to joint resolution instructing our Senators and requésting 
our Representatives in Congress to procure by the United States 
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the running aud establishing the boundary lines between the 
State of Texas and the territories of the United States, 

Also, that the House concurred in the Ist and 2nd amendments 
of the Senate, and receded from their 3rd and 4th amendments 
to a bill making appropriations for the use and support of the 
State government for the years 1852 and 1853. . 

Also, that the House had adopted the report of the committee 
of Conference on a bill providing for the sale of one million of 
the bonds of the United States, received for the sale of the north- 
western territory of the State of Texas. 

Mr, Gray made the following report : 


FEBRUARY 16, 1862. 


The committee of Conference, on the bill providing for the 
sale of one million of the bonds of the United States, being a 
part of the indemnity received for the sale of a portion of the 
north-western territory of the State of Texas, have considered 
the same, and a majority of the committee, (Senator Hill dis- 
senting,) concur in making the following recommendations, viz: 

That the Senate recede from its Ist and 4th amendments, 
which require the bids and sales to be made only at the city of 
Austin, and authorize the Comptroller to sell said bonds in syms 
to suit purchasers at Austin, at not less than three per cent. pre- 
mium, with interest; and that the House concur in the other 
three amendments, authorizing the Comptroller to receive bidsin 
sums less than one pillion, and limiting the rate at which sales 


may be made, 
P. W. GRAY, On part of the Senate, 
J, W. SCOTT, On part of the House. 

The report was adepted by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs, Davis, Eddy, Ford, Gray, Grimes, Hart, Mer- 
riman, Mensebach, Sterne, Truit, Williams and Wilson—12, 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burks, Dancy, Doane, Hill, Kinney 
and Parker—7. 

Mr. Kinney, chairman of the commiitee appointed to wait on 
the Governor and inform him that the Legislature was about to 
adjourn, &c., reported duty performed. i 

A. message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to repeal an act to encourage the 
the deepening of the Anahuac pass at the mouth of Trinity river, 
approved December 20, 1851, which originated in the Senate. 

Also, a bill making an additional appropriation for the contin- 
gent expenses of the Legislature, originating in the House. 
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Also, a bill for the relief of Frederick Foy, which originated 
in the Senate. 

Mr. Dancy submitted the following protest : 

Mr. Presrpenr: I gave notice during the eariy part of the 
session that I would enter my protest against the passage of a 
resolution inviting Dr. J. B. Miller to a seat within the bar of the 
Senate; I now do so, because the rales of the Senate authorized 
any Senator or the President to invite any one to a seat within 
the bar of the Senate. The resolution was unecessary, useless ; 
it was intended to flatter the vanity of an individual, and 1 pro- 
test against such a waste of the time of the Legisiature in puf- 
ing any one. 

i further protest against the passace of the half law, half reso- 
lution relating to Sam Houston, and recommending him as a 
suitabie candidate for the Presidency of the United States, be- 
cause the passage of such a resoiution does not belong to our 
duties as legislators. Senator Honston advocated principles in 
his speech on Senator Foote’s compromise resolutions which are 
opposed to the course of his friends in passing these resolutions 

Although I moved to strike out Sam Hoxnsion and insert first 
Dongiass, and ther Cass, because I preferred either of them to 
Houston, candor requires me to state that 1 would have voted 
against the resolutions if either name had been inserted, because 
I did not believe that the resolutions came within the range of 
our duties as legisiators, and I am aot willing to see a Legisia- 
ture converted into a political meeting, to maunfacture capital for 
politicians. It is certainiy humiliating for » Legislature to re- 
quest the delegates to a party political convention to nominate 
their favorite. Jt wouid have beeu more maniy t9 have present- 
ed the name to the people of the United States without such a 
request as the one which presenis the Legislature in the attitude 
of a supplicant. It is not my purpose to speak harshly of Gen. 
Houston, but to preseit my reasons for opposing the passage of 
the resolutions, which I would have opposed if they had een- 
tained the name of the man whom I prefer for the Presidency. 
i would not act in violation of my duties as a legislator, to strike 
a blow at my enemies, or to advance the interests of my friends. 

JON W. DANCY. 

A bill making an additional appropriation for the contingent 
expenses of the 4th Legisiature; read first time, and, cn motion 
of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was suspended, bill read second time, 
aud passed to third reading. i 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 
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Mr. Gray, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

: The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
ills, viz: 

An act supplementary to an act to authorize the Commissions 
er of the General Land Office to issue patents on certificates is- 
sued by the board of land commissioners of Robertson county ; 

Joint resolution concerning Indian boundaries ; 

An act for the relief of William Hughs; 

An act to define the boundaries of the counties of Jasper and 
Newton 5 : 

Joint resolution for the benefit of Thomas Wm. Ward and H. 
W. Augustine ; 

An act supplementary to an act to establish a State Peniten- 
tiary, passed 13th March, 1548 ; 

An act concerning the archives of the Legisiature ; 

An act making appropriations for the use and support of the 
State government for the years 1852 and 1853; 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to use their influence to procure the incorpora- 
tion of the officers of the late navy of Texas into the navy of . 
the United States ; 

An act to incorporate the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific 
Railway company, for the extension of the New Orleans, Algiers 
and Opelousas Railway through Texas: 

An act to incorporate the Brazos and Colorado Railroad com- 
pany. 

And finding them correctly enroiled, were this day signed by 
the Speaker of the House and President of the Senate, and pre- 
sented to the Governor for approval. k 

7 P. W. GRAY, Fer committee. 


A committee fromthe House informed the Senate that the 
House was ready to adjourn site die. 

Mr. Dancy made the following report : 

The resolution instructing the committee on Indian Affairs to 
inquire into the expediency of making provisions for the tempo- 
rary settlement of Indian tribes, and the resolution ieferring a 
portion of the Governors message to the same committee, are 
hereby returned to the Senate, as the action of the, Legislature 
has rendered it unnecessary to report on them, and we ask to be 
. discharged from their further consideration. 


JON Y. DANCY, Chairman. 


Mr. Gray made the following report : 
YY 
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: ae committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
ills, viz : 

A bill to repeal an act to encourage the deepening of the Aña- 
shee Pass at the month of Trinity river, approved December 20, 

851; 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Foy ; 

A bill to create the counties of Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Webb, 
Presidio and Et Paso into separate land districts. 

And finding the same correctly enrolled, and having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House and-President of the Senate, 
were this day presented to the Governor for his approval. 

D P. W. GRAY, For committee. 
~ Mr. Eddy moved that a committee be appointed to inform the 
House that the Senate was about to adjourn. 

Messrs. Eddy, Bogart and Wilson were appointed said commit- 
tee, who retired and reported that duty performed, 

‘The journal of to-day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Parker moved that the Senate now adjourn sine die; car- 
ried, and after an appropriate address from the President, he pro- 
nounced the Senate adjourned sine die, 


EXECUTIVE JOURNAL 


Of the Senate of the Fourth Legislature of the State of Texas. 


Senare CuampBer, Thursday, Nov. 18, 1852. 


Thé following communication from the Governor was received 
and read : 

ExetcurivE DEPARTMENT, State of Texas, 
Austin, November 12, 1852. 
To the Honorable Senate : 

GENTLEMEN: Thomas H. Duval, Esq., was appointed by me, 
on the 20th ultimo, to the office of Secretary of State of the State 
of Texas, vice James Webb, Esq., resigned, and the .confirma- 
tion of said appointment is now respectfully asked. 

I have, also, to request your action upon the various tomina- 
tions exhibited in the accompanying list. 

P. H. BELL,- 


A list of Notaries Public. 
T. J. ©. Wortham, for Anderson county. 
William W. Lewis, “ Austin 
Joseph D. Shields, «oè u 


~ Robert H. Grimes, 6 Bastrop — s 
John D. McLeod, “ Bexar “ 
Tara L. Hewitt, -H 8 t 
Ben. É, Edwards, « « 
G. H. Nelson, oc á u 4 
John W. Coleman. *“ Bell fc 
E. Lawrence Stickney,“  “ % 
Leander McNeele, Brazoria a 
Peter McGreaf, “o u i 
Peter Mullen, “ Burleson fs 
Ambrose Crane, « Cameron i 
Isaac H. Le Baron  “ a e 
A, J. Hedrick, co er 
Budd H. Fry, st & ic 
‘Joseph C. Rushing, ‘ Cherokee * 
James Smith, Collin ff 


George H. Judson 
John N. Bryan, 
George W. Beard, 
S. A. Ventres, 
James Hicks, 
Wm. P. Chapman, 
John R. Garnett, 
Samuel Erwin, 

W. B. Anderson, 
S. Tracy. Cowen 
A, F. James, - 
John L. Darragh, 
R. W. Cecil, 
Francis W. Harris, 
Hugh McGuffin, 
Thos. J. R. Rucker, 
Louis Hipp, 
Augustus ©. Daws, 
David ‘Cole, 

Wm. R. McAdams, 
James T, Rayel 
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* Comal 
« Dallas 
| nn 2 3 

“ Denton 
Bilis 


“ Fannir 
(44 te 


Kt i 


“ Fayette 

“ Fort Bend 
“ Galveston 
“ <4 

« Gillespie 
“ Grimes 

tí (7 

te st 

“ Guadalupe 
Harris 

33 (3 = 

“ Harrison 
“ Henderson 


John W. Bodenhamer, “ Houston 


John Frazer, 
"F. W. Ogden, 


s Jasper 
“ Jefferson 


Zebulon P. Goodman, * Kaufman 


Richard Meade, , 
John A. Rutherford, 
Geo. W. Steel, 
Francis Morrison 
David Davis, 
Jacob Lyday, 

John J. Goodman, 
Wm. D. Johnson, 
Yarborough Baker, 
John W. Durant, 
Thomas G. Rogers, 
N. B. Wildman, 
Henry Thorpe, 
William F. Oliver, 
Richard Coke,. 
Angelo Causici, 


“ Kinney 
« Lamar 
{t ($4 


19 ce 


és Leon: 
íi (44 


“ Liberty 
ae ae 
“ Matagorda 


u tt 


“ McLennan 
“ Medina 


county. 
(14 


J. Benigno Davenport, “ Nacogdoches « 
Ambrose E. Eubank, © « 


R. H. Mathews, 


“ Navarro 
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John Cassady, “Panola county. 
'L.S8. Parham, / he oaks a 
Alex. Birdsong, © «u u 
Henry J, McKenzie, “ Polk « 
Eliphalet Harlan t Robertson  “ 
Harrison Owen, 6’ M te 
Joseph W. Lemons, “Rusk “6. 
David Collins, no u s 
- Thos. R. Pitner, "o a i 
John Ç. Morrison, “ Shelby ʻe 
Roderic R. Wiggins, “© “ 6s 
F, Fauntleroy, “ Starr s 
W. T. Cake, “uo u u 
James B. Cowan, ` “ Titus, ts 
Francis T, Dufau, “ Travis f 
Jesse James, ¢ Trinity af 
L. Camp, “ Upshur k 
M. C. Rogers, “ Walker K 
Wm. C, Gould, & Washington i 
- Wm, Love, ct “ 
F. J. Cook, E u 
Edward H. Vontress, “ Williamson “ 
. David Knight, K u ts 


Directors of the State Penitentiary. 
Wm. M. Barret, 
Robert Smither, 
John S. Besser, 


Conimissioners of Pilots. 


_ Jobn „B. Lewis, for Galveston. 
Samuel W, Southmayd, for Brazos St. Tago, mouth Rio Grande, 
Andrew J. Hedrick, s 


William Brown, “ G s“ 7 
S. C. Langdon ; u g aT: t e 
John Webb, © u’ u g s 
William Schaum, ee ry 7 st 


_On motion of Mr. Parker, the communication was made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 


— 


ee November 14, 1851. 
. The communication of the Governor, of the 12th instant, was 
taken up,-and the nomination of Thomas H., Duval, for Secreta- 
ry of State, eee confirmed by the’ following vote: 
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Yras—Messrs, Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burleson, Dancy, 
Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, Eddy, Gray, Grimes, Hill, Merri- 
man, Meusebach, Parker, Reaves, Scott, Sterne, Taylor, Truit, 
Williams and Wilson—23. 

Nays—None, 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the, other nominations were laid on 
the table until Monday, the 17th inst. 

The foilowing communication was received from the Gover- 
not, which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, made the or- 
der of the day for Monday, the 17th instant. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, State of 'Teras, 
Avsrin, November 14, 1851. 
To the Honorable Senate: 

GENTLEMEN: I respectfully request of the Senate, the privi- 
iege of withdrawing the name of Wm. R. McAdams of Harrison 
county, embraced in the list of Notaries Public, transmitted to 
your Honorable body for confirmation, under date of the 12th 
instant, substituting therefor the name of James S. Blalack. 

P. H. BELL. 


Monpav, November 17, 1851. 
The following nominations for Notaries Public were taken up 
and confirmed, as follows, to wit: 
For Ainderson county, T.J.C, Wortham. 


Austin i William W. Lewis and Joseph D. 
Shields, 

Bastrop u Robert H. Grimes. 

Bexar s lara L. Hewitt, Benjamin B. Ed 
wards and G. H. Nelson. 

Bell t John W. Coleman and E. Law- 

rence Stickney. 

Brazorio _ Peter McGreal. 

Burleson t Peter Mullen. 

Cherokee ‘ Joseph C. Rushing. 

Collin u James Smith. 

Comal ` t: George H. Judson. 

Dallas as John W. Bryan and George W. 
Beard. 

Denton u S. A. Ventres, 

Etis u. James Hicks. 

Fannin tt William P. Chapman, John R, Gar- 

nett and Samuel Erwin. 


Fayette íi W. B. Anderson, 


For Fort Bend county 


Galveston “ 
Gillespie  “ 
Grimes "i 
Guadalupe u 
Harris t 
Henderson - # 
Houston t 
Jefferson t 
Kaufman kt 
Kinney Er 
Lamar i 
Leon tt 
Liberty t 
Matagorda i 
McLennan i 
Medina s 
Nacogdoches “ 
Navarro tr 
Polk G 
Robertson i 
Rusk u 
Starr i 
Titus tt 
Travis e 
Trinity ee 
Upshur (44 
Walker er 
Washington “ 


Williamson t 
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Š. Tracy Cowen. 

A. F. James and John L. Darragh. 
R, W. Cecil. 

Francis W. Harris. Hugh McGuf- 
fin and Thomas J. R. Rucker. 
Louis Hi 

Augustus G. Daws and David Cole. 
James T. Rayel. 

John W. Bodenhamer. 

F. W. Ogden. 


Zebulon P. Goodman. 


Richard Meade. 

John A., Rutherford and Francis 
Morrison. 

John J. Goodman, William D. 
Johnson, Yarborough Baker and 
Jobn W. Durant. ' 

Thomas G. Rogers and A. B. Wild, 
man. 

Henry Thorpe and William F. 
Oliver, 

Richatd Cake. 

Angelo Causici. 

J. Benigno Davenport and Am- 
brose E. Eubank. 

R. H. Matthews. 

Henry J. McKenzie. 

Eliphalet Harlan and Harrison 
Owen. 

Joseph W. Lemons, David Collins 
and Thomas R, Pitner. 

F. Fauntleroy and W. T. Cake. 


- James B, Cowan. 


F. T. Dufau. 

Jesse James, 

L. Camp. 

M ©. Rogers. 

William C, Gould, Wiliam Love 
and F. F. Cook. . 

Edward H. Vontress and David 
Knight, 


For Directors of the State Penitentiary, 
William M. Barnet, Robert Smither and Jolin S. Besser. 


wr 
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oy 


For Commisioner of Pilots for Galveston. 
John B. Lewis. 


For Commissioners of Pilots for Brazos St. Iago, mouth of the 

Rio Grande. l 

Samuel W. Southmayd, Andrew J. Hedrick, William Brown, 
S. E. Langdon, John Webb and William Schaum. 

On motion, the tollowing nomimations were respectively laid 
on the table until Wednesday the 19th inst., to wit: Leander 
McNeele, Notary Public for Brazoria county ; 

Ambrose Crane, Isacc H. Le Baron, A. J. Hedrick and Budd 
H. Fry, Notaries Pablic for Cameron county ; 

George W. Steel, David Davis and Jecob Lyday, Notaries 
Public for Lamar county. 

John Cassady, L. S. Parham and Alexander Birdsong, Notaries 
Publie for Panola county; and 

John C. Morrison and Roderick Wiggins, Notaries Public for 
Shelby county. 


Weronrspayv, November 19, 1851. 


_ The nominations of Governor, which were laid on the table 
till this day, were taken up, and, on motion, ordered to lie on the 
table till Saturday, the 22d inst. 


Satorpay, November 22, 1852. 


The nominations of the Governor were again teken up, and, 
on motion, ordered to lie on the table. 


Tvrspay, February 10, 1852. 
The following communication was received from the Gover- 


nor, read, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, made the order of the 
day for to-morrow. 


Executive DepartMens, State of ‘Texas, 
Avsrin, February 10, 1852. 
To the Honorable Senate: 
GENTLEMEN: I respectfully submit, for the advice and con- 
sent of your Honorable body, the following nominations, viz: 


Notaries Public. 


W. L. Gammage for Anderson county. 
John M. Nash, Angelina £s 


Warren Larkins, g 


John Loope, 


David M. Chisholm, 
T. J. O'Reilly, 
James T. Lytle, 
John Lafaye, 
*Andrew J. Hedriek, 
T. Francis Brewer, 
*Budd H. Fry, 


Benjamin T. Moses, 


William P. McNeil, 
Henry Storey 
Matthew Powell, 
Nathan Gupton, 

E. R. Ragsdale, 

M. H. Bonner, 
Nathaniel Kellough 
Henry O. Hedgecoxe, 
John Holford, 

John W. Simmonds, 
John A. King, 

James C. Gaither 
George Morrison 
Benjamin R. Goodrich, 
William Anders, 

De W. Clinton Harris 


Pendleton Murrah, 


Edwin J. King, 
David Foster, 


John W. Matthews 


Gilbert Clark, 
John E. Wilson, 
William Allen, 
James Dellenny, 
K. L. Walker, 


Andrew J. Collins, 


J. H. Hutchins, 
William B. Ellis, 
Marcus G. Settle, 
Wiliam H. Millwee, 
Nathaniel G. Wyatt, 
Arctus W, Hicks, 
Rufus H. Hosmer, 
John R. Henry. 

ZZ S 
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Bastrop 


Bowie 
44 


Calhoun 
(44 


Cameron 
(44 


De Witt 
Fayette 


Grimes 
44 


Harris 
t44 


Harrison 
4e 


Hopkins 
RR 
í$ 


Hunt 
Jasper 
tk 


L4 
t 


Jefferson 
134 


Lamar 
te 


£54 
Lavaca 
Leon 
Limestone 


county. 
{t 
tr 
t 
te 
£$ 
(14 
Ld 
se 
“ 
té 
s£ 
sg 
tr 
KK 
$$ 
[44 
cg 
te 
$5 
ít 
$e 
ee 
it 
se 
s 
st 
cs 
p: 
£ 
Li 
tr 
44 
“6 
gé 
a“ 
te 
ct 
ee 
ss 
te 
$i 
st 


“oe 


D. M. Prendergast, 
Thomas C. Alexander, 
F. A. Hill, 
Alexander W. Sneed, 
S. Chamberlin, 
Nathaniel Amory, 
Martin F. Reinhardt, 
Farriss Montgomery 
Preston Donaldson, 
Josephus Irvine, 
Matthew W. Burk, 
William S. Wilson; 


John Frazer, 


Reuben Holbein, 
James W. Webb, 
*Alexander Birdsong, 
*Lewis L. Parham, 
‘Thomas Soap, - 
Henry Henson, 

J. P. Dickson, 
Moses L. Choat, 
Claborn Holshousen, 
Arthur Middleton, 
Ben. Hubert, 

M. M. Grant, 

E. V. McKee, 

F. R. Windham, 
Jesse Parker, 
Rinaldo Hotchkiss, 
Samuel L. Harle, 
Thomas H. Harris, 
Byrd W. Gray, 


. Joseph H. Gordon, 


Solomon W. Turner, 
Albert Brown, 

©. C. Galloway, 
John L. Camp, 
Thomas Bryan Ives, 
John M. Hardeman, 
G., W. Pierce, 
Matthew F'. Sims, 
James Garrett, 
William Witbern, 


Jacob Webb, PE 
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Limestone a 
MeLennan 
Miam 

44 

é 
Nacogdoches 

t 


tt 


Navarro 


Newton 
ir 


t$ 


Red River 


San Augustine 
& 


Shelby 
Smith 
at 


Starr 
Titus 


st 

4 
Travis 
Upshur 

tk 


Victoria 
Washington 
Webb 
Williamson, 
Wood 
44 


K 


county. 
44 


P. P. Woodberry, ~ Wood - > county. 
Walter C. Grear, Bs ge e 
~ Absalom 8. Gray, a t 
` P. H. BELL. 


Nore: The names marked thus (*) àre included in the list 
transmitted to the Senate on the 12th of November, 1851. 


‘Werpnespay, February Ti, 1852. 
The following communication was received from. the Gover- 
nor, and read: 
Execurive DEPARTMENT, State of Texas,, . 
AUSTIN, February i, 1852, 
To the Honorable Senate : 
GENTLEMEN : I respectfully submit, for the advice and‘ con- 
sent of your Honorable body, the following nominations, yiz: 
Notaries Public.. nD 
George H. Peigess, for Collin county. a ee: 


ohn W: Berry Ellis 

Allen H. Morrel, Falls a 

William Killebrew, . t p Kk i 

Zeno P. Clough Freestone . € e 
. William Trimble, Red River “ 

William H. Fleming, a“ t 

Wiley W.. Gideons, i G 

Jacob H, Brown, Sabine e 

William S. Sumers, t u“ 

Franklin B, Pace, hs c 

M. F. Jordan, t u“ 
- John M. Payne, t tt 


T have, also, the honor to request permission to anes the 
nomination of Ben. Hubert, Esq., as a Notary Public for Polk 
county, and submit the name of Vernal B. Lea, Esq., in hisplace. 

P. H, BELL. 


On motion, the following nominations for Notaries Public 
were taken úp, and respectively confirmed, to wit: 
For Anderson county, W.L. Gammage, 


Angelina “ John M. Nash. Oi ake oe 
. Bastrop @ Waren Larkins, . 
- Bowie # John Loope and D. M, Chisholm. 
- Calhoun « J.D. O'Reily and James Fy Lytle, 
Cameron “ John Lafaye, Andrew:.J. Hedrick, 
mm T. Francis Brewer, Budd H. Fry 
and Benjamin Moses. 


Cass 


Cherokee 
Collin 
Denton 


De Witt. 
Ellis 
Falls 


Freestone 
Fayette 
Grimes 
Harris 
Harrison 
Hopkins 


Hunt 
Jasper 


Jefferson 
Lamar 


Lavaca 
Limestone 


' McLennan 
< Milam 


Nacogdoches 


Wavarro 
Newton 


Nueces 


. . Panda. 
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county William P. McNeil, Henry Storey, 


Matthew Powell and Nathan Gup- 
ton, 

E. B. Ragsdale, M. H. Bonner and 
Nathaniel Kellough, 

Henry O. Hedgecoxe and George 
H. Peigess, 

John Holford and John W. Sim- 
mons, 

John A. King. 

John W. Berry. 

Allen H, Morrel and William Kille» 
brew. 

Zeno P. Clough. 

James ©. Gaither. « . 

George Morrison, and Benjamin G. 
Goodrich. 

William Anders. 

Pendleton Murrah, 

Edwin J. King, David Foster, John 
W, Matthews and Gilbert Clark. 
John E. Wilson. 

William Allen, K. L. Walker and 
Andrew J. Colins, 

J. H. Hutchins and William B. Ellis. 
Marcus G. Settle William H. Mill- 
wee and Nathaniel G. Wyatt, 
Arcetus W. Hicks. 

Jobn R. Henry and D. M, Prender- 
gast, l 
Thomas C. Alexander, 

F. A. Hill, Alexander W. Sneed and 
S. Chamberlin. 

Nathaniel Amory, Martin F. Rein- 
hard: and Farris Montgomery. 
Preston Donaldson. ; 
Josephus Irvige, Matthew W. Burk, 
William S. Wilson and John Frazer, 
Reuben Holbein and, Jas. W. Webb. 
Alexander Birdsong, Lewis L. Par- 
ham, ‘Thomas Soap, Henry Henson 
and J. P. Dickson. 


Polk county, . Moses L. Choat, Claiborn Holshou- 
sen, Arthur Middleton and Vernal 
B Lea. 

Red River county, M. M. Grant, William Trimble, 
William H. Flemisg and Wiley W, 
Gideon. 

Sabine i Jacob H. Brown, Willian S, Sumers, 
Franklin B. Pace, M. F. tordan and 

i John M. Payne. 
San Augustine “ - F. N. McKee and F. B. Witdham. 


Shelby fe Jesse Parker. 
Smith “Rinaldo Hotchkiss and Samuel t,, 
Earle. 

Starr ‘e Thomas H. Harris. 

Titus “« Byrd W. Gray, Joseph H. Gordon 
aúd Solomon W. Turner. 

Travis « Albert Brown. 

Upshur « 6. C. Galloway and John L. Camp. 

Victoria ' Thomas Bryan Ives. 

Washington «John M. Hardeman. 

Webb s G. W. Pierce. 

Williamson “ Matthew F, Sims. 

Wood i James Garret, Wm. Wilbern, Jacob 


Webb,-P. P. Weadberry, Walter C. 
Grear and Absalom S. Gray. 
On motion, the following nominations were ordered to lie on 
the table, to wit: ; 
D. W. C. Harris, Notary Publie for Harris county. - 
Rufus H. Hosmer, Notary Public for Leon county; and 
Ben, Hubert, Notary Public for Poik county. 


SATURDAY, February 14, 1852. 
On motion of Mr. Hill, the nomination of Rufus H. Hosnier, 
as Notary Public for Leon county, was taken up, and the ques- 
tion being put upon the confirmation thereof, it was rejected. 
On motion of Mr. Gray, the nomination of D. W. C. Harris, 
as Notary Public for Harris county, was taken up, and the ques- 
tim being put thereon, it was confirmed. 


-— 
S 


